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1. What is Scopus? 
 

Scopus is a multidisciplinary bibliographic database. It covers science, social science and arts and 

humanities publications. 

 
2. Accessing Scopus: https://www.scopus.com/ 
 

UCL staff and students may access Scopus from any computer. Link to Scopus from the UCL Library 

Services databases list at http://www.ucl.ac.uk/Library/database/. Off-site access requires a UCL user ID.  

 

3. Searching Scopus  
 

 

 Enter your first search term in the search box. Choose the field you wish to search from the drop-down 

box. To add more search fields click on  

 Choose date and document type limits if required. Then hit Search. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Using Scopus: getting started 
 

Document search tips 
 

 The search is not case sensitive 

 A hyphen is considered a space 

 Boolean searching is available – choose from the drop down boxes when 
search fields are added, or type in the operators (AND, OR, AND NOT) 

 Take care if using multiple operators as they are processed in the following 
order of precedence: OR,  AND, AND NOT 

 Use quotation marks to search for a phrase  

 ‘Stop words’ such as ‘the’, ‘his’, ‘because’ are ignored, unless the phrase is 
enclosed in quotation marks “” 

 The ? symbol will replace a single character, while * will replace multiple 
characters, e.g. wom?n will find women or woman; colour* will find colourful, 
coloured, etc. 

 Scopus will automatically search for plurals, e.g. criterion will find criteria 
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4. Search results 

You will automatically be shown results from the Scopus database, but further results are also available: 

o Secondary documents: Results from reference lists on Scopus (data may be incomplete) 

o Patents: All available patent results. 

o DataSearch: Results for datasets in the Elsevier DataSearch collection 

 
 Results are listed in date order. Re-sort by selecting from the options in the drop down box at the top right 

 Search within your results by entering additional terms into the box at the top left 

 See the abstract by clicking on View abstract  

 Click on the article title to see more details, or a name for a link to the Scopus entry for that person 

 The                 icon will provide a link to the full text where available 

 Export will download records as a spreadsheet, EndNote, or BibTex file, or copy them to Mendeley 

 Add to List allows you to create a saved list of papers – they will remain here 

for the duration of your session 

 Refine your results by selecting criteria such as author name or year of 

publication. You can then choose to exclude that criterion or limit your results 

to that chosen criterion by clicking on Limit to or Exclude 

 Click on View more (then View all) for the box to open out so that you can 

make more choices 

 Export refine will give you a downloadable list of all refine criteria and the 

number of papers in each 
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5. Search results details 

Click on any title to see the full details 

 

 The results details show further information, including the abstract.. 

 There are options to download, print, export or email results, or add to your temporary results list 

 View the list of references; these can also be exported, printed or emailed. Click on the SFX link to check 

for full text availability 

 From the options on the right, you can find citing articles and related documents in Scopus (documents 

which share the same references, keywords or authors), plus metrics about the paper and a link to 

altmetric information via PlumX. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full details screen 

 DOI – Digital Object Identifier – this is a stable unique link to the document 

 PubMed ID – The unique identifier for Medline documents 

 Click on any blue author name to link to a details page for that author 

 Search terms are in bold in the fields searched 

 Keywords are included depending on the source – for example, a document from Medline will have MeSH 
terms (keywords used for Medline indexing) 

 Funder information is included if known, and may include the funder ID numbers, names of funding 
bodies, or a declaration statement 
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6. Search history 

 From the Search screen, beneath the search box you will see your search history, where you can edit or 

combine searches, or set up search alerts. 

 

7. Other features 

 

 With a personal account you can save searches, alerts, lists of results and more. Use the Register link 

on the top right of the search screen. 

 Scopus also offers citation information – the articles which cite other articles – and bibliometric 

information such as the h-index for an author or set of documents. 

 You can search for a particular author or affiliation by using the appropriate search tabs from the search 

page. This gives you detailed information about the author or affiliation’s documents indexed by Scopus. 

Author records are automatically generated and may not be entirely accurate. 

 

8. Further help and information 

 

 For help using Scopus use the help link in the blue bar at the top of the screen 

 For more information about Scopus and links to downloadable user guides and fact sheets visit the 

Scopus support site at https://service.elsevier.com/app/overview/scopus/  

 Please contact your local UCL library for further support 
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