SLADE SCHOOL OF FINE ART
THE POSITION OF HONORARY RESEARCH ASSISTANT IN GRADUATE
PAINTING FOR THE MATERIAL RESEARCH PROJECT
Applications are invited for the position of Honorary Research Assistant in Graduate Painting
at the Slade School of Fine Art, UCL
General Introduction
The Slade School of Fine Art is a department of University College London, under the
direction of Professor Susan Collins, Slade Director. The School has around 260 students for
undergraduate and graduate taught programmes in Fine Art. Each programme is studiobased and students develop their own work with tutorial and technical assistance according
to their individual needs. Studios and technical facilities support the subject areas of painting,
sculpture and fine art media (which includes electronic media, photography, print sound, film
and video). Honorary Research Assistants work within one of these subject areas under the
supervision of the Head of Area. Although based in a specific subject area, the Honorary
Research Assistant can reach across the entire spectrum, involving students and staff from
other areas and undergraduate, graduate and PhD programmes.
The Graduate Painting Area
A defining characteristic of Graduate Painting is the diversity of approach to painting. This is
evidenced in the practice of the four artists who teach on the programme. Taken together,
these individual practices comprise a rich compendium of painterly concerns in terms of
content, style, fabrication and exhibition strategies. What these four artists have in common
is a deep fascination with material culture and its relation to artistic transformation. This feeds
the pedagogic thrust of the programme where the intellectual, conceptual and emotional
content of an artwork is always examined and explored in light of how it has been made and
its material form. Drawing, with its attendant range of material, is another a fundamental
concern. Among students, the form of painting includes paint on panels and stretched
canvas, murals and installations in which moving images, objects, photography, printmaking
and performance can play a significant role. Through the international student cohort, a
variety of artistic traditions, methods and materials also feeds the programme.
The Slade Material Research Project
The Material Research Project began in 2010 under the direction of Jo Volley and Gary
Woodley. The Project is situated in the Materials and Methods Room in Graduate Painting
where both staff and students from all subject areas and programmes can experiment with
materials, and share, display and discuss the results of their research. This research extends
beyond the Materials and Methods Room to an external site, Testbed in Battersea, that
provides an alternative scale and environment in which to experiment.
The Slade Material Research Project has three strands:
1 Guided Exploration: This encompasses the testing of new ways to develop the relation
between image and material, including the exploration of diverse cultural materials and
methodologies. Technical talks, workshops and seminars are conducted regularly on a wide
range of materials-related subjects, such as the properties of industrial paints and varnishes;
the investigation of the immaterial as material; supports and surfaces, including laminates,
veneer, vinyl, acrylic, aluminium; colour as material; and on more traditional techniques such
as fresco and iron gall ink.
2 Methods Surgery; Research is conducted to resolve material related problems to identify
an appropriate material, process or application in order to develop and fine-tune the relation
between material, idea and image. For example, to source a material that can visually
communicate a feeling of fever, or to find form for an experience of floating in relation

to weight. Problems encountered by both staff and students are investigated through shared
discussion in an open exchange of experiences with materials.
3 Documentation: The results of research and related information flowing from investigation
is documented on the Slade Knowledge Base website. These include recipes for paints and
grounds, suppliers of materials, methods for processes and applications, video
demonstrations. The Know is also used for cataloguing materials and includes an ongoing
Image Library representing close up photographic imagery of student work in order to extend
understanding and insight into the physical structure and inherent visual characteristics of
materials.
The Slade Material Research Project is developing a substantial pigment and materials
library, which includes important historic pigment specimens from the Windsor & Newton
Archives and samples from John Purcell Papers. The library gives current and future
students access to information that supports their understanding of materials and their
appreciation of the possibilities for practical application.
The Slade Material Research Project has led to collaboration with two other material
research centres at Northumbria University, Newcastle and the Finnish Academy of Fine
Arts, Helsinki.
The Role of the Honorary Research Assistant
This is an honorary position that will provide the postholder with experience of working in a
teaching and research environment with professional artists and graduate students. The role
of the postholder is to support, consolidate and develop the Material Research Project in its
current state; build on the pigment library; extend the interdisciplinary value and place of the
Material Research Project within UCL; and develop interdisciplinary exchange with other
interested Departments at UCL. The postholder will also look to develop the Project at
Testbed, researching the material approach to outdoor and environmental painting.
The postholder will conduct research on materials and techniques in the Methods and
Materials room under the direction of Jo Volley and Gary Woodley; organise workshops,
seminars and discussion groups on materials and materiality; work with students and staff
from all subject areas and programmes to explore and research various aspects of
materiality in relation to individual practices; contribute to the Technical Talk series, and to
the Slade Research Forum under an appropriate subject heading.
Person Specification
The Honorary Research Assistant for the Material Research Project should hold a degree in
Fine Art and a strong interest in and experience of the methods and materials of painting.
The postholder will see the research project as being coherent with and helpful to the
development of their own practice and future research.
Essential Skills
Solid experience and expertise in the craft of painting, including the expanded field of
painting
Proficient computer skills
Strong organisational skills
Ability to take the initiative
Willingness to conduct and participate in seminars
Desirable Skills
Experience of working with groups
Experience of working with websites
A body of knowledge based on specific materials-related projects
Experience of current computer modelling and printing technologies

Terms and Conditions
The position of the Honorary Research Assistant will normally be for one academic
year, working every Friday of each week during term time, starting in the Spring Term, 2013
of the week commencing January 7, 2013. The post will therefore run for Spring and
Summer Terms, 2013, and the following Autumn Term, 2013.
The position of the Honorary Research Assistant is intended to provide research assistance
for special research projects and the successful candidate will be expected to be an active
and visible presence in the Graduate Painting area and contribute to the research culture in
the School.
The Honorary Research Assistant may have negotiated access to technical facilities at the
School to carry out their own research and artwork - usually one day a week - and access to
other resources at UCL, including the library. If the successful applicant has research
projects in development appropriate to the School, funding applications may be made to
research councils/ awarding bodies in conjunction with the School. The Honorary Research
Assistant will be under the direction of Lecturers Jo Volley and Gary Woodley, and under the
supervision of Lisa Milroy, Head of Graduate Painting and Susan Collins, Slade Director.
Application Procedure
Applicants are invited to apply by CV and a covering letter setting out details of their own
research interests, and they are asked to provide a detailed outline of their particular skills
which are suited to the research project. Applications should be addressed to Shefa Jahan,
School Administrator, Slade School of Fine art, UCL, Gower Street, London WC1E 6BT or
sent by email to Shefa Jahan at s.jahan@ucl.ac.uk.
Short-listed applicants invited for interview will be asked to make a ten-minute presentation
of their work followed by questions from the interviewing panel.
Deadline for applications: 5.00pm, Monday, October 22, 2012.
Interviews will take place on Friday, November 23, 2012

