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Scalar diversity and inference task
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Ronai & Xiang 2021: Experiment 2

o 43 scales from Van Tiel et al.'s 2016 Experiment 2

e QuD modulation
o STRONG: /s the student brilliant?

o WEAK: /s the student intelligent?

Sue: Is the student brilliant?
Mary: She is intelligent.

Would you conclude from this that, according to Mary, the student is not brilliant?

Yes. No.
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_ cheap/free -
sometimes/always -
some/all 1

) rare/extinct
difficult/impossible -
possible/certain -
warm/hot 1
allowed/obligatory -
hard/unsolvable -
few/none -
low/depleted -
try/succeed -
scarce/unavailable -
may/have to -
palatable/delicious -
believe/know
participate/win -
start/finish -
good/perfect -
like/love -

memorable/unforgettable -

good/excellent -
adequate/good -
old/ancient -
cool/cold A
hungrg/starvm :
" dark/black-
intelligent/brilliant -
big/enormous -
wary/scared -
special/unique -
funny/hilarious -
pretty/beautiful -
silly/ridiculous -
dislike/loathe -
unsettling/horrific -
tired/exhausted -
attractive/stunning -
may/will 1
small/tiny -
ugly/hideous -
snu}%/tlght-
content/happy -
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Asymmetry between STRONG and WEAK

e STRONG:

o Sue: Is the student brilliant?
o Mary: She is INTELLIGENTE.

e WEAK:

o Sue: Is the student intelligent?

o Mary: She is intelligent. or She ISk intelligent.
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Two experiments

Other ways of asking Weak questions:

o Experiment A: ANTONYM

o Sue: Is the student unintelligent?
o Mary: She is INTELLIGENTE.

o Experiment B: OR-NOT

o Sue: Is the student intelligent or not?
o Mary: She is INTELLIGENTE. or She IS¢ intelligent
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