
Summer Challenge 2020 

 

Geography  

In a different time and place: Geographies of the future 

It is quite obvious to think of the future in terms of time. But the future is also about 

space. The future will look different in different places. However, some places are 

perceived as being more prepared than others. In addition, visions of the future 

affect how spaces are shaped in the present. As we – researchers, citizens, leaders-

to-be – try to wrap our heads around the future and shape it, where do we look? 

What kinds of spaces do we imagine, and why? With what consequences? In this 

class, we will explore geographies of the future at different scales, from the local to 

the global, to the galactic. 

In the process, we will get a glimpse of UCL's own future-oriented activities, from 

research on ordinary people's hopes and anticipations, to disaster risk reduction and 

smart urbanism. In the last week, we will visit the site of the Future Living Institute, 

currently under construction as part of the UCL East campus in Stratford. Looking at 

archival documents, we will discuss how the university's vision of the future has 

changed since its founding.   

In addition, in groups we will design our own experimental roadmaps to the future. 

Over the course of six weeks, we will think about the spaces in and from which we 

envision the future; the ideas we have to bring it about; and how geography might 

push our imagination in different directions.        

Sessions  

W1 The future is… African? 

W2 “Left-behind” spaces, or where the future is not yet happening. 

W3 This city’s a goner: Landscapes of climate change and adaptation. 

W4 Moving to Mars: Utopia, dystopia, distraction? 

W5 From Robocop to big data: Predicting and policing the future. 

W6 Making the future happen: University experiments (site visit) 
  
Entry Requirements: 

A Level / Advanced Highers: ABB with Geography   


