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UrbanBuzz People
Programme Office
David Cobb Programme Director
Alan Penn UCL Lead Academic
Ray Wilkinson (UEL) Development Director
Tina Crombie Projects Coordinator
Jon Davis Programme Administrator & Projects Monitor
Gemma Moore Projects Monitor
Chris Anderson (UEL) Projects Monitor
Daniel Gilbert Marketing Coordinator
Mike Jenks and Carol Dair Independent Evaluators
Oxford Institute for Sustainable Development
www.brookes.ac.uk/schools/be/oisd

Programme Board
Tim Broyd
Group Technology Director, Halcrow
and Halcrow chair of Construction
Innovation at the University of
Dundee

Alan Penn
Programme lead academic.
Professor of Architectural and Urban
Computing Director of UCL’s Virtual
Reality Centre

Elanor Warwick
Head of Research and Futures, CABE

Genie Turton
Former Director General for Housing
and Planning in the Office of the
Deputy Prime Minister until early
2004. She now has many roles
including non-executive director of
Wates Group Ltd.

Jane Carlsen
Greater London Authority, London
Plan lead on climate change and
sustainability
Maureen Worby
Head of Neighbourhood
Regeneration, East Thames
Susannah Hagan
Director, MA Architecture UEL
Peter Morris
Professor and Head of Bartlett
School of Construction and
Project Management
Tadj Oreszczyn
Professor of Energy and Environment
and Director of Environmental
Design and Engineering Studies at
the Bartlett, UCL

Jean Venables
Consultant. Chair of Thames Estuary
Partnership and next ICE President
Max Weaver
Chief Executive, Community Links
Ray Wilkinson
Development Director, UEL
David Cobb
Programme Director
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UrbanBuzz is a knowledge exchange
programme unlike any other. Instead of trying
to provide isolated end-solutions, it is a highly
ambitious attempt to change and improve
some of the processes which currently stand in
the way of building sustainable communities.
Coming from both an academic and nonacademic base, UrbanBuzz seeks out new
knowledge and converts it into something
tangible and useful, enabling practitioners
to design and construct better places to live.
Moreover, because UrbanBuzz projects engage
end-users from the outset, the processes and
products they are creating will have been
tested in the real world. By the end of most
projects, these outcomes will have been
communicated to the people most likely to
benefit, assuring their long-term sustainability.
By involving the communities themselves in
many projects and at networking events, all
stakeholders will be similarly equipped, sharing
the same knowledge and understandings to
help generate a better-informed route in
delivering sustainable communities.
UrbanBuzz chose to deliver its 2-year,
£5m sustainable communities programme
by sponsoring projects. An infrastructure was
established and transparent but rigorous,
evaluation procedures developed –
supplemented, where necessary by ‘hearings’
and presentations to the Programme Board.
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Position at May 2008
Version 2 of document

13

Programme board members

28

Funded projects

32

Evaluators used for proposals

122

Proposals received

168

Business Fellows (academics)

191

Innovation Fellows (non-academics)

385

Project ideas on website

2,522

Website registrants

9,000

Person-days on all projects

2,735,000

UrbanBuzz project funding

2,750,000

Contributions in kind for
projects (total target £1.79m)

5,485,000

Total value of funded projects

7,750,000

Minimum
total value of
UrbanBuzz
programme
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Calls for Proposals were oversubscribed by
a ratio of 5:1 and regrettably, many good
projects failed to receive funding.
Collaboration, rather than competition, was
a prerequisite to submitting bids. Indeed this
process has generated many ‘extra-UrbanBuzz’
co-operation activities – which will surely
strengthen as 2008 sees the ‘BuzzNet’
programme of events swing into action.
This ‘pocket guide’ provides the essence of
UrbanBuzz projects at-a-glance, complete with
all contact details. The inside back cover pocket
provides a quick-reference project classification
system incorporating sustainability themes
and end-user segmentation. New information
will of course appear on the programme’s
website, which currently has its own
Community of Practice of around 1500 people.
The UrbanBuzz programme will celebrate
its achievements in a closing conference
on Tuesday 2nd December 2008 at One Great
George Street, Westminster, London.
David Cobb
UrbanBuzz Programme Director
University College London
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01 ABUNDANCE
Project title
Activating Blighted Urban Niches for
Daring Agricultural Networks of
Creativity and Endeavour
Lead organisation
UCL
Project coordinator
Robert Biel
Contact details
T: 0207 679 5807
r.biel@ucl.ac.uk
Website
http://transitiontowns.org/Brixton/
ABUNDANCE
Project value*
£10,863 grant plus £11,514
contributions in kind
Start/end dates*
1/12/07 to 30/11/08
Project partners*
Transition Town Brixton; Guinness
Estates Residents Association;
Volunteers
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Jon Davis
j.davis@uclb.com
*subject to finalising contract at time of printing

Project summary
The project’s aim is to make a
qualitative input into the ‘Transition
Towns’ movement, by promoting a
radical rethink of the possibilities for
urban agriculture (UA) in an innercity context.
The project will do three things:
Mapping: initiate a process of
mapping potentially cultivatable
land (and more broadly, space, e.g.
rooftops) in Brixton, South London.
Growing: promote the actual
cultivation of one pilot plot already
identified and incorporating a full
growing season.
Demonstrating: show communities
with potential growing space how
they can begin UA, set up food hubs
and training partnerships.
Best practice learnt from academic
overseas experience will be
transferred to London’s local
communities. In encouraging the city
to feed itself, legacies will include:
• The stimulating of a process of
community knowledge-building
and action
• The convincing of Local
Authorities to welcome
community UA projects in their
own housing estates
• The contribution to a radical
reappraisal of the future of cities
in an era of adaptation, to the
need for low-throughput living
and a low energy future.
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02 CARBONBUZZ
Project title
RIBA CARBONBUZZ
Lead organisation
Aedas
Project coordinator
Judit Kimpian
Contact details
T: 0207 520 8874
judit.kimpian@aedas.com
Website
www.urbanbuzz.org (see Projects)
Project value
£60,018 grant plus £63,189
contributions in kind
Start/end dates
1/12/07 to 30/11/08
Project partners
UCL; BRE; RIBA; Architect Practices
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Gemma Moore
gemma.moore@ucl.ac.uk

Project summary
CarbonBuzz will raise the
understanding of carbon emissions
from buildings by providing an
online communication tool for
practices to monitor carbon
emissions, compare and share
outcomes and set realistic targets
against nationwide trends. Through
this online forum, practices will be
invited to manage and track their
project emissions from design
to operation.
Project information logged through
the CarbonBuzz interface will be
hosted in a ‘blind’ database,
ensuring project and practice
confidentiality. The anonymous data
will be used to generate statistical
trends and feedback on current
practice and suitable analysis
protocols for this will be developed.
Key building features contributing
to carbon emissions such as sector,
region, GFA, occupancy,
sustainability ratings, energy
demand, ventilation strategy and
renewable technologies will be
recorded in a format that will allow
architects to evaluate their projects
against CIBSE benchmarks,
established as the industry standard.
The monitoring scheme will set the
framework for the RIBA to recognise
practice commitment to carbon
management. To qualify for the RIBA
‘Carbon Conscious Practice’
accreditation scheme, practices will
be asked to publish a number of
‘project sheets’ yearly to include
design and operational energy use.
These projects will inform future
benchmarking, policy and research,
particularly on the alignment of
design predictions and realised
operational emissions, an important
concern for the sector.

Page 5

102X210MM URBAN BUZZ updatev4.qxd:Layout 1

23/4/08

08:45

03 CD-G WORKSHOP
Project title
Collaborative design –
gateway workshop
Lead organisation
UEL
Project coordinator
Christoph Hadrys
Contact details
T: 0208 223 3237
c.hadrys@uel.ac.uk
Website
www.urbanbuzz.org (see Projects)
Project value*
£10,817 grant plus £4,671
contributions in kind
Start/end dates*
1/7/08 to 30/10/08
Project partners*
ARUP; AZ URBAN STUDIO; CHCTRT
(Canning Town Regeneration); CABE
UrbanBuzz Project Monitor
Gemma Moore
gemma.moore@ucl.ac.uk
*subject to finalising contract at time of printing

Project summary
There is no established way to
employ specific methods of
designing with community
participation in the Thames
Gateway. Currently, applied
architectural design methods
open up knowledge transfer
gaps between planners, designers
and users because of their
predetermined processes
and outcomes.
This project will help to enhance
knowledge transfer by enabling
an innovative and adventurous
community workshop to test,
demonstrate and communicate
suitable methods through
collaborative expert guidance,
community engagement and
publications.
The project will bring critical urban
designers, planners, developers and
academics together with key local
communities. They will have the
opportunity to explore innovative
potentials of collaborative design
by playing through scenarios,
acceptance and feasibility. The
project will be delivered over 3
workshop events, with several
working groups at UEL Docklands
Campus in summer 2008.
The work has a range of scales, from
urban interventions to buildings
and their components. The work is
set-up to specifically address design,
decision-making, building and
management in community
participation.
As a local case study, the CD-G
Workshop’s open results will be
published with texts, visuals, film,
physical and computational models
in real and virtual exhibitions,
as well as mainstream media and
focused press.
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04 CLOVIS
Project title
Closing the gap between Vision
and Implementing Sustainable
Communities
Lead organisation
UCL
Project coordinator
John Kelsey
Contact details
T: 0207 679 4594
j.kelsey@ucl.ac.uk
Website
www.urbanbuzz.org (see Projects)
Project value*
£49,283 grant, plus £3,608
contribution in kind
Start/end dates*
1/2/08 to 30/11/08
Project partners*
London Business School; LB
Southwark; Bath and NE Somerset
Council; London School of
Economics
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Chris Anderson
C.E.Anderson@uel.ac.uk
*subject to finalising contract at time of printing

Project summary
The CLOVIS project is based on two
live regeneration programmes in
Southwark and Bath. One seeks to
establish a sustainable community
through the redevelopment of the
Aylesbury Estate, the other through
the redevelopment of an area of the
waterfront in a partly brownfield
area of the city. Both projects are in
the masterplanning stages.
Their key issue arises in the
experience of stakeholder
management challenges in both
creating and gaining acceptance
for a new vision for their
respective areas.
Both programmes are currently
meeting those challenges in
different ways and learning valuable
lessons in the process. The project
seeks to facilitate the identification,
articulation and exchange of such
lessons, both with the two local
authorities and an academic
community with expertise in
programme management and
urban regeneration. This is to be
done through workshops backed
up by prior case study
investigations.
The initial workshop will be the
primary exchange forum and
subsequent workshops will reflect
on both further lessons learned and
any changes in practice.
The expected outcomes will be
better practice and possibly
challenges to received wisdom in
both authorities, together with the
sharing of their lessons with the
regeneration, sustainability and
programme management
communities.
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05 DeiDemonstration
Project title
Deployable External Insulation
Demonstration installation

Project summary
Windows designed in new buildings
are getting fewer and smaller – why?

Lead organisation
UCL

Buildings are being designed to lose
less heat energy. Heat energy can go
through windows 5-20 times faster
than through well-insulated solid
walls. At the moment the
possibilities of using windows to
flood spaces with light and provide
warmth in cooler weather are being
increasingly ignored.

Project coordinator
Stephen Gage
Contact details
T: 0207 679 4852
s.gage@ucl.ac.uk
Website
www.urbanbuzz.org (see Projects)
Project value
£10,246 grant, plus £25,366
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
1/2/08 to 31/10/08
Project partners
Make Architects; Haque
Design+Research; Max Fordham
Douglas Stephen Partnership
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Chris Anderson
C.E.Anderson@uel.ac.uk

This project will demonstrate a
strategy to bring windows (and
roof lights) back to buildings. A
demonstration installation will be
constructed which will take the
form of a small conservatory-type
building to show the possibilities
of deployable external insulation
over a glazed screen.
Deployable External Insulation
(DEI) allows the possibility of
constructing better, brighter
buildings. DEI could be retro-fitted
to existing buildings so that systems
building owners could retain
existing window opening sizes. This
especially applies to the front
elevation of many old buildings that
were constructed to give effective
day lighting to main rooms. The use
of natural daylight and sunlight for
lighting and heating will reduce
energy loads and CO2 generation.
The demonstration building
will be sited in the UCL main
Quadrangle and form The Bartlett
contribution to the London Festival
of Architecture in June 2008.
It will also be shown at the Bartlett
Architecture School End of Year
Exhibition.
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06 EASY
Project title
Evidencing Adaptable Sustainability
Lead organisation
UEL
Project coordinator
Allan Brimicombe
Contact details
T: 0208 223 2352
a.j.brimicombe@uel.ac.uk
Website
www.uel.ac.uk/geo-information/
EASY
Project value
£172,311 grant plus £90,823
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
4/6/07 to 3/12/08
Project partners
UCL; Terra Cognita; Thames Gateway
London Partnership
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Gemma Moore
gemma.moore@ucl.ac.uk

Project summary
Sustainable communities are
perceived as those which are able to
adapt to changing dynamics of their
composition. A key consideration
has to be the quality of services and
opportunities afforded by the social
infrastructure in the face of change.
Boroughs are currently
experiencing high population
churn, resulting in uncertainty in
their demographic composition.
There need to be robust
mechanisms for compiling and
updating the evidence-base on
population change, on which policy
and planning changes must
necessarily be founded.
This project aims:
• To use a wide range of available
administrative and other data
sets to construct an integrated
evidence base of demographic,
social and cultural change by
small-area geography
• To develop micro-simulation
models for the boroughs that will
produce demographic
projections by small-area
geography, but also managing
the uncertainties in the base data
• To promote the use of the
evidence-base and the
demographic projections in
support of social infrastructure
planning in the boroughs
• To deliver knowledge transfer
through capacity building and
skills enhancement to make
these sustainable activities, so
that Local Authorities can
continue to monitor change and
adapt to change.
EASY is a series of knowledge
transfer activities that also aims to
deliver useful, well-founded tools
and products to Local Authorities
that will underscore their ability to
develop sustainable communities.
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07 E-POD
Project title
Energy Performance of Dwellings
and Other non-domestic Buildings –
Closing the credibility gap
Lead organisation
UCL
Project coordinator
Dejan Mumovic
Contact details
T: 0207 679 8235
d.mumovic@ucl.ac.uk
Website
www.ibpsa-england.org
Project value*
£17,700 grant plus £5,000
contributions in kind
Start/end dates*
17/12/07 to 31/08/08
Project partners*
International Building Performance
Simulation Association (IBPSA –
England); CIBSE School Design
Group; CIBSE Natural Ventilation
Group
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Chris Anderson
C.E.Anderson@uel.ac.uk
*subject to finalising contract at time of printing

Project summary
This project addresses the dual
challenge of designing sustainable
low energy housing while still
providing thermal comfort under
the warmer summer conditions
produced by anthropogenic climate
change. This is a key challenge for
building designers in London and
the South East.
Knowledge transfer arising from
UrbanBuzz energy-linked projects
and other world-class researchbased projects, as selected by an
advisory panel, will principally target
the design community in the
South East at two events, one in
the evening and one during the day,
on the 7th July 2008. This event is
planned for July 2008 and will
include exhibitions, showcases,
invited speakers and break-out
sessions. Moreover, those connected
with standards and good practice
will join policymakers in the
workshop/seminar event.
The event is being piloted to attract
the design and practitioner
community and to help showcase
both UrbanBuzz energy-linked
projects and the best of emerging
research outputs. It also aims to
provide a forum to discuss how
their effectiveness can be delivered
through knowledge transfer
mechanisms – primarily education
and training.
A dissemination plan, via partners’
websites and training materials,
is being developed and the
effectiveness and impact of this
knowledge transfer mechanism
will be evaluated when planning
a future programme of events.
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08 ESP-SIM
Project title
Enabled Self-Procurement
Simulation
Lead organisation
UEL
Project coordinators
Michael Kohn
Joanne Harrison
Contact details
T: 0208 223 7295
michael@sliderstudio.co.uk
J.E.Harrison@uel.ac.uk
Website
www.urbanbuzz.org
www.esp-sim.org
www.youcanplan.co.uk
Project value
£254,480 grant plus £102,074.40
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
2/7/07 to 1/7/08
Project partners
UEL, Slider Studio; Audacity; BURA;
Design for Homes; LTGDC; Mae
LLP; Meganexus;
RIBA competitions; Three Dragons
consultancy;
Alastair Donald; HTA; UCL
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Gemma Moore
gemma.moore@ucl.ac.uk

Project summary
ESP-sim is designing a model for
Enabled Self-Procurement (ESP)
forn delivering sustainable
communities in the UK. ESP is a
system which supports individuals
as the developers of their own
homes, set within a coordinated
community where everyone
becomes the decision maker.
The project brings together a
range of industry experts to
discuss and explore the feasibility
of ESP in the UK. Multi user 3D
design software called
‘YouCanPlan’ is being developed to
help visualise ESP outcomes and
resolve the apparent complexity
which currently forms a barrier to
local authorities or developers
wishing to pursue this route.
A public online participatory
design event using YouCanPlan
will provide a simulation of the
design quality possible with ESP,
and a measure of the social capital
built into urban and suburban
outcomes. YouCanPlan software
will allow users to look around a
virtual community, find an
appropriate plot, shop for and
customise a pattern book house
design to suit their requirements,
chat and compare choices with
other members of the community,
and finally manage their budget
before committing to a decision.
The ESP-sim team is active in its
search for likely ‘early adopter’
developers who might deliver
constructed pilot schemes and the
generation of case studies for
future learning.
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09 FEfUR
Project title
Fresh Eyes for Urban Regeneration
Lead organisation
British Urban Regeneration
Association (BURA)
Project coordinator
Gareth Potts
Contact details
T: 07792 817156 / 0207 5394046
gareth@bura.org.uk
Website
www.bura.org.uk
Project value
£33,000 grant plus £11,905.60
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
1/9/07 to 1/5/08
Project partners
Academic and community
participation in events
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Chris Anderson
c.e.anderson@uel.ac.uk

Project summary
The aim is to look at an emerging
urban regeneration challenge (in
this case, the site of the former Royal
Docks at Deptford in Lewisham,
South London) but to ensure that
those doing the looking are not just
from the academic disciplines
normally involved, to see whether
fresh perspectives emerge.
A first stage day event has been
held where 24 academics were
shown around a site in Creekside
and given some background.
Thereafter, they discussed the types
of recommendations their
disciplines could make (based on
things they know) or would make
(based on the type of approach they
take). These will be a representatives
from various disciplines: cultural
studies; philosophy; microeconomics; systems thinking;
futures/scenarios work;
environmental and community
psychologists; anthropologists
and political scientists.
This process will then be repeated
for a second traditional group –
planners, economic geographers,
architects, urban designers, urban
sociologists, property developers
(estates management), civil
engineers and transport experts.
There will then be an event for local
community groups.
Finally, all of the groups will be
brought together and their
respective solutions will be
discussed – the focus being upon
how different groups and
perspectives can work together
and contribute.
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10 GBE
Project title
Gender and the Built Environment
Lead organisation
Women’s Design Service (WDS)
Project coordinator
Wendy Davis
Contact details
T: 0207 490 5210
wdavis@wds.org.uk
Website
www.wds.org.uk
Project value
£127,420 grant plus £9,000
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
4/6/07 to 3/12/08
Project partners
Queen Mary’s University London
and other academic institutions
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Jon Davis
j.davis@uclb.com

Project summary
Where gender is ignored there is
little hope of constructing the kinds
of urban spaces and buildings that
will generate successful and
sustainable communities.
The new legislation on the public
duty to promote gender equality
came into force in April 2007. Many
built environment and regeneration
bodies have approached WDS to
find out what this might mean for
them. Some are surprised to find
that they themselves have
commissioned gender research in
the past but that it lies
unimplemented and forgotten.
Many seem quite unaware of the
many issues in the design and
management of the built
environment that impact differently
on women and men.
This project will identify and collate
information about all existing
research in the English language
on gender issues in the built
environment. The findings will be
organised into a searchable online
format located on a new website:
www.gendersite.org. The project will
then disseminate this invaluable
resource to academic institutions,
decision makers and designers. The
existence of the new database and
the range and importance of the
issues addressed will be
communicated to a wide audience
via publications, conferences,
training courses and websites.
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11 ICENI
Project title
Innovative Community
Engagement in Newham Initiative
Lead organisation
UEL
Project coordinator
Kerry-Ann Wright
Contact details
T: 0208 223 7349
k.a.wright@uel.ac.uk
Website
www.urbanbuzz.org (see Projects)
Project value*
£71,290 grant plus £13,919
contribution in kind
Start/end dates*
1/2/08 to 30/11/08
Project partners*
LB Newham; Fundamental
Architectural Inclusion; Google;
Tribal plc; UCL; ATCM; SQDL
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Jon Davis
j.davis@uclb.com
*subject to finalising contract at time of printing

Project summary
ICENI will engage residents and
businesses in the use of free
mapping and visualisation tools
such as Google Earth, to enable
them to articulate any concerns
about development and services
impacting on places to
public/private sector professionals.
Use of mapping tools will enable
the cumulative expression and
public recording of views linked to
specific locations – at building,
street, area, borough, regional level,
as relevant – with the addition of
information as text, voice or photo.
There are two workstreams for the
project:
Silvertown Quays: community
engagement with the development
of large-scale new public realm that
will create a whole new town centre
in Royal Docks in Newham;
East Ham: a Victorian High Street
town centre which is facing
significant challenges to remain a
vibrant community as key retail and
civic/office users leave.
The first workstream has the
opportunity to inform the Royal’s
area action plan. In particular, the
primary school dimension will focus
on the role of the new school in
place-making and sustainable
community development. FAI has
specific expertise in working with
young people on design, including
hard-to-reach youth, via its
‘architecture crew’. Both
workstreams can inform the
borough Local Development
Framework.
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12 i-VALUL
Project title
The Intangible Values of Layout
Lead organisation
Space Syntax Ltd
Project coordinators
Alain Chiaradia
Christian Schwander
Contact details
T: 020 7422 7600
a.chiaradia@spacesyntax.com
c.schwander@spacesyntax.com
Website
www.urbanbuzz.org (see Projects)
Project value
£382,858.56 grant plus £840,991.68
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
1/9/07 to 28/11/08
Project partners
UEL; UCL; CABE; SEEDA; EEDA; GLA;
Hants CC; LB Croydon; LB Tower
Hamlets ; Sustainable London 2012;
Housing Corporation; Department
for Health; London 21; Better
Archway Forum; The Prince’s
Foundation; Savills; Buchanan; JMP;
EDAW; SKANSKA
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Chris Anderson
c.e.anderson@uel.ac.uk

Project summary
According to CABE many
communities in the South East fail
to meet the standards of high
quality urban layout. One reason is
that urban layout and especially its
effects on the social, cultural and
economic aspects of community,
is an intangible asset which is
difficult to visualise and measure
during the planning process.
i-VALUL develops evidence-based
evaluation tools that make these
intangibles tangible. It integrates
expert knowledge from different
disciplines about the social,
economic and environmental value
of urban layout and transfers this
knowledge to a wider range of users
through a collaborative process.
i-VALUL reduces the barriers to the
take-up of these tools through a
collaborative process involving
leading stakeholder organisations.
The project aims:
• To develop and provide access to
a layout value map of the Greater
South East that serves as a spatial
context for assessing existing
areas and for integrating new
developments
• To develop a training programme
for Local Authorities and other
stakeholders that bridges the gap
in understanding of how to value
and assess the quality of urban
layouts
• To undertake and support live
integration projects on different
scales to transfer the knowledge
of using the layout valuation tool
into the practice
• To disseminate the training
programme and develop it
further, with the ultimate aim of
integrating it with existing
academic and professional
education.
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13 LEVH
Project title
Low Energy Victorian House:
Towards zero carbon dwellings
Lead organisation
London Borough of Camden
Project coordinator
Chit Chong
Contact details
T: 0207 974 3014
chit.chong@camden.gov.uk
Website
www.urbanbuzz.org (see Projects)
Project value
£130,556.25 grant plus £325,015
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
2/5/07 to 31/12/08
Project partners
UCL; Landers Associates; Oxley
Conservation; English Heritage;
ECSC; ParityProjects
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Gemma Moore
gemma.moore@ucl.ac.uk

Project summary
Existing dwellings are increasingly
recognised as a major barrier to
reducing CO2 emissions.
Where this comes most sharply into
focus is in dwellings with heritage
value. The aim of this project is to
reduce CO2 emissions from a
Victorian house in a conservation
area in the London Borough of
Camden by 90%.
Prior to refurbishment work,
councillors, construction and
heritage professionals and
academics have all visited the
house. The visits set the project
context, help stakeholders
understand it and engage them in
discussion about the wider
technical, attitudinal and policy
issues of heritage and emissions
reduction.
Technically, the project will use and
monitor the performance of
insulation and renewable energy
systems. In doing so, it will help
establish the project as an evidencebased forum where refurbishing
historic dwellings can be discussed.
Attitudinally, the project will help
promote a debate on questions
relating to the value of heritage to
its various stakeholders, including
future generations.
In policy terms, the project will
inform policy development on low
energy housing refurbishment in
Camden as well as in the UK. In so
doing it will help preserve the
nation's heritage and make existing
communities sustainable.
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14 LOWCARB4REAL
Project title
Developing low carbon housing;
lessons from the field
Lead organisation
UCL / Leeds Metropolitan University
Name of Project Coordinator:
Bob Lowe / Malcolm Bell
Contact details
T: 0207 679 5891
robert.lowe@ucl.ac.uk and
0113 812 1941
m.bell@leedsmet.ac.uk
Website
www.leedsmet.ac.uk/as/cebe/
projects/stamford/
Project value*
£120,699.72 grant plus £187,190.50
contributions in kind
Start/end dates*
1/2/08 to 31/12/08
Project partners*
University of Leeds; SD FoundationGood Homes Alliance; Taylor Wimpey;
Redrow Homes, National Trust
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Chris Anderson,
c.e.anderson@uel.ac.uk
*subject to finalising contract at time of printing

Project summary
The objective of this project is to
execute a knowledge exchange
programme for low carbon (energy
efficient) new housing. It will draw
on learning from the Stamford
Brook Field Trial, which is an action
research project funded by CLG and
involving the National Trust, Redrow
Homes, Bryant Homes, NHBC, CITB,
Vent Axia, and the Concrete Block
Association.
The 6 year trial, recently concluded,
sought to evaluate, in a
comprehensive way, the issues
involved in improving the carbon
performance of mainstream house
building. The project has generated
an unprecedented amount of
learning related to air tightness,
envelope integrity and systems
performance, at all levels including
building physics, dwelling design,
site management, workforce
training and procurement systems.
Given the challenging regulatory
targets proposed by government
aimed at Zero Carbon new housing
within 10 years, it is crucial that the
learning from field trials such as
Stamford Brook is captured, refined,
contextualised and embedded as
thoroughly as possible within the
UK house building industry in
general and in London and the
South East in particular.
This proposal seeks to develop such
a programme and to act as a model
for industry-based research and
knowledge exchange designed to
facilitate progress towards zero
carbon housing.
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15 LSTS
Project title
London Students Towards
Sustainability
Lead organisation
London Sustainability Exchange
(LSx)
Project coordinator
Shalini Jayasinghe
Contact details
T: 0207 234 9400
s.jayasinghe@lsx.org.uk
Website
www.lsx.org.uk/whatwedo/LSTS_
page3067.aspx
Project value
£66,000 grant plus £50,590
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
20/5/07 to 19/11/08
Project partners
London South Bank University;
UEL; UCL
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Gemma Moore
gemma.moore@ucl.ac.uk

Project summary
The student population of London
represents a huge resource of time,
knowledge and skills, which largely
has yet to be harnessed for
sustainable development. LSTS will
create and facilitate a London-based
network to engage, motivate and
support students to contribute to
sustainable development through
their studies and their future careers.
LSTS will access students through
their departments and the societies
to which they belong.
Benefits for members include:
Internship schemes: an online
brokerage service will 'matchmake'
students with employers across
public and private sectors, offering
work placements in sustainabilityrelated fields. Bursaries for travel and
subsistence will be made available
on application.
Events series: a series of three
networking / knowledge-sharing
events, bringing together students
with professionals from
sustainability-related fields, will
promote knowledge and
networking. Students involved in
events will gain valuable skills such
as e-based project co-ordination
and presentation skills.
E-bulletin and online resources:
enabling knowledge-sharing
between students and
professionals.
Project outcomes:
For students: increased sustainability
literacy and enhanced employment
prospects.
For employers: access to highly
motivated student interns and
ultimately, access to sustainability
literate graduates.
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16 MCSC
Project title
Mapping Change for Sustainable
Communities
Lead organisation
UCL
Project coordinator
Muki Haklay
Contact details
T: 0207 679 2745
m.haklay@ucl.ac.uk
Website
www.communitymaps.
london21.org
Project value
£175,623 grant plus £62,230
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
1/5/07 to 31/12/08
Project partners
London 21; Planning Aid for
London; London Thames Gateway
Forum; Biomapping.net;
Local Community Organisations
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Chris Anderson
c.e.anderson@uel.ac.uk

Project summary
East London and the Thames
Gateway are facing big changes in
the coming years. Getting
communities involved in these
processes makes good sense for
everyone. This new project aims to
make getting involved a little easier
– and a lot more effective.
MCSC will use mapping as a tool
to empower local communities, and
raise their social capital by helping
them monitor change in their areas,
communicate various local issues
and access vital planning
information. The maps will draw
together a variety of information
gathered by local people, and
highlight their identified priorities.
Ultimately this will result in
Internet-based maps that show
communities what is planned
for their neighbourhood and
offer training and support so that
they can develop and use these
maps themselves. The project
further aims to open lines of
communication between key
stakeholders of impending
developments. The same maps
will include cultural and historical
elements that have, or will be
lost to development, as well as
highlight what local communities
are doing and the things they
want to celebrate.
The project will work with four
community groups in the region.
At the end of the project, each
community will have their own map
and website that can help them to
communicate with new and
existing members, increase their
outreach and enable the
community to organise themselves
to have a say on issues and
developments in their area.
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17 METRICITY
Project title
Exploring New Measures of
Urban Density
Lead organisation
Helen Hamlyn Centre, RCA
Project coordinator
Paul Clarke
Contact details
T: 07789 916137
paul-david.clarke@rca.ac.uk
Website
www.urbanbuzz.org (see Projects)
Project value
£9,951 grant, plus £38,311
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
1/2/08 to 31/7/08
Project partners
Arup; Fletcher Priest; 3D Reid;
Child Graddon Lewis, British
Council of Offices (BCO)
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Gemma Moore
gemma.moore@ucl.ac.uk

Project summary
How we measure urban density
has a direct effect on how city
districts are designed and how
inclusive of community needs
they can be. This project proposes
new measures for urban density
that allows architects, urban
planners and developers as well
as the community and users, to
have a collaborative involvement
in the process.
This project aims:
• To initiate cross-disciplinary
debate, in order to explore what
policy measures could support
the development of dense,
animated environments and
consider the need for more
descriptive and holistic measures
• To encourage knowledge transfer
between the parties involved in
the planning process and to
consider how the current density
metric could be
improved/supported to create
more sustainable and engaged
communities
• To inspect and consider the
needs of the end-users to create
elements that define, interpret
and address those needs, whilst
also improving the policy of
planning today and safeguarding
it for the future.
This project builds on earlier work
described in:
http://www.onlyforwardarchitectur
e.com/images/Metricity_Publicatio
n.pdf ) The four leading architecture
firms involved will help define the
project thinking and ensure that the
findings are delivered directly into
their professional future work.
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18 MOBILISING KNOWLEDGE
Project title
Mobilising Knowledge
Lead organisation
Goldsmiths
Project coordinator
Dr Alison Rooke
Contact details
T: 0207 078 5073
a.rooke@gold.ac.uk
Website
www.goldsmiths.ac.uk/cucr/
publications.php
Project value
£32,478 grant plus £13,956
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
21/5/07 to 20/10/08
Project partners
UCL; City Mine(d); LB Lewisham;
London Older People’s Strategy
Group (LOPSG); Age Concern
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Jon Davis
j.davis@uclb.com

Project summary
The project was delivered through a
summer school that ran over three
weeks in summer 2007. The project
worked with 22 residents of
Lewisham who were over 60 years
old and aimed to create a space for
dialogue between older people and
policy and planning professionals.
The aim was to explore older
peoples’ experience of the city and
find ways of incorporating their
perspectives into the planning and
design processes. In this way the
project sought to overcome the
institutional and knowledge barriers
that divide older people, planning
professionals and academics.
Participants discussed the impacts
of planned changes e.g. in the
Thames Gateway, on design,
housing policy and local services
such as transport, schools, hospitals
and GPs. Following on from the
Mobilising Knowledge project,
a set of participative planning
guidelines has been produced
along with a ‘toolkit’ to facilitate
the inclusion of older people in
the planning process.
The results are presented in the
findings document and can all be
downloaded from the website.
The guidelines are accompanied
with a DVD which, when viewed
together with these documents,
will be of great practical use to a
range of professionals seeking to
work with older people.
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19 REBOPSE
Project title
Reducing Barriers to Opportunities
for People Socially Excluded
Lead organisation
Meganexus
Project coordinator
Dan Brown
Contact details
T: 0207 843 4343
dan@meganexus.com
Website
www.greenmaniac.com
Project value
£174,354 grant plus £299,199
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
4/6/07 to 3/12/08
Project partners
Goldsmiths; CASA; UCL; Volterra;
ELBA; British Library B&IPC;
Action Acton; Urban Futures;
Sutton Council
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Chris Anderson
c.e.anderson@uel.ac.uk

Project summary
Sustainable communities are built
on trust, equal opportunity and
social inclusion. They are equally
dependent on innovative
approaches to the development
of the market in ‘green’ products
and services.
This project aims:
• To address sustainability
simultaneously through
widening access to employment
opportunities (particularly for the
disadvantaged) and improving
the matching of skills and
enterprise needed for the
emerging green economy
• To enhance diversity in green
social networks both to
strengthen members’ choice and
to increase the whole group’s
social capacity
• To extend its impact well beyond
the 18 month project period by
using appropriate marketing and
resource-raising methods. This
will help to ensure that the
networks are both self-sustaining
and capable of rolling out to a
wider client base.
The project will create a single, large
web-based network (the ‘crosscutting’ Green network) that brings
all groups together. The Local
Authority and charitable group
partners will provide access to
existing off-line and on-line groups
to generate this network.
There will be continuous and ongoing benefits of the outputs for
the companies signing up to the
network. The project is currently
ahead of schedule for signing up
companies to the green network.
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20 RETILE COMBEEP
Project title
Real-time Learning for Communitybased Environmental Projects
Lead organisation
UCL
Project coordinators
Gemma Moore
Ben Croxford
Contact details
T: 0207 554 4060
gemma.moore@ucl.ac.uk
b.croxford@ucl.ac.uk
Website
www.groundwork-nl.org.uk
Project value
£125,233 grant plus £23,823
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
1/7/07 to 21/12/08
Project partners
Groundwork (local and regional
trusts); London 21; The AOC;
SES Strategies Ltd
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Chris Anderson
c.e.anderson@uel.ac.uk

Project summary
Groundwork are working in
partnership with UCL to investigate
self-evaluation processes of open
space regeneration projects. The
findings from this investigation will
be used to encourage practitioners
and community groups to use selfevaluation as a tool for learning from
and developing future projects.
This will be achieved through:
• Evaluating past, present, and
ongoing projects
• Testing a range of participatory
monitoring and evaluation
techniques
• Sharing any lessons learned
through organised workshops
• Development of an e-learning
tool.
The project aims:
• To make evaluation easier and
more accessible
• To share knowledge and best
practice with other organisations
• To incorporate new methods into
the evaluation process.
Four completed community-based
environmental projects are being
currently reviewed, using a number
of innovative methodologies and
processes developed. These are:
• A play area redesigned by young
people on the Gilbey’s Yard Estate
Camden
• The creation of a community
garden and gardening club on
the Regents Park Estate in
Camden
• The renovation of two small play
areas on Hornsey Rise Estate in
Islington
• The transformation of two
derelict open spaces on the
Brecknock Road Estate in
Islington to multi-use, inclusive
play, planting and seating
areas by the local tenants and
residents association.
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21 SCREAM
Project title
Media screens as a medium
for communication
Lead organisation
UCL
Project coordinator
Ava Fatah gen. Schieck
Contact details
T: 0207 679 1299
ucftajf@ucl.ac.uk
Website
www.urbanbuzz.org (see Projects)
Project value*
£9,172.49 grant, plus £14,135
contribution in kind
Start/end dates*
1/4/08 to 30/11/08
Project partners*
body>data>space
Art2Architecture
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Chris Anderson
c.e.anderson@uel.ac.uk
*subject to finalising contract at time of printing

Project Summary
The project aims at influencing
developments related to the
sustainable implementation of
urban media screens by looking
at issues from a multitude of
perspectives.
Knowledge transfer will be achieved
through debate, exchange and
knowledge share. This will be
realised through the establishment
of a panel that involves a selected
group of people from media
specialists, artists, architects,
urban designers, broadcasters
and theorists, who will be sharing
lessons learned from their
experience.
The panel will be presenting
their views to a group of people
involved in the planning process on
a local and regional level and other
parties involved in the generation
of sustainable communities.
The panel will critique case
studies of live development
projects that implement media
screens and promote creative
visions for alternative content
and different ways of using the
current digital display.
It is hoped that the debate will steer
stakeholders towards establishing a
process whereby innovative ideas
presented by the panel of experts
can influence a framework for
planning guidance on sustainable
design solutions for the deployment
of the screens in London, the wider
South East region and beyond.
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22 SEDUC
Project title
Socio-Environmental Disorder
and Urban Configuration
Lead organisation
UEL
Project coordinator
Allan Brimicombe
Contact details
T: 0208 223 2352
a.j.brimicombe@uel.ac.uk
Website
www.uel.ac.uk/geo-information/
SEDUC
Project value
£192,898 grant plus £102,908
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
1/11/07 to 31/10/08
Project partners
UCL; Central St Martins; Terra
Cognita; SES Strategies Ltd; Space
Syntax Ltd; LB Newham; LB Tower
Hamlets; LB Barking and Dagenham
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Gemma Moore
gemma.moore@ucl.ac.uk

Project Summary
SEDUC is focusing on anti-social
behaviour (ASB), disorder in the
urban environment and the physical
configuration of urban areas.
Sustainable communities are
perceived as safe (low levels of fear)
and attractive (low levels of
disorder). Anti-social behaviour
(ASB) and physical disorder can
thus be viewed as barometers
of sustainability.
Areas of high ASB usually have
high levels of deprivation and
these same areas are associated
with higher levels of environmental
disorder, such as dumped cars,
rubbish and damaged street
furniture.
Together these attract crime,
promote insecurity and fear of
crime among residents and erode
community cohesion.
This project aims:
• To put in place automated
methods of preparation of local
data sets recording ASB for
analysis
• To promote the generic use of
‘space syntax’ software in
planning and specifically in the
analysis of ASB and physical
disorder against metrics of the
configuration of street networks
• To use these analyses to inform
appropriate responses for
minimising recurrence of ASB,
designing against crime and
fostering community cohesion –
to be brought together in a ‘howto’ best practice guide
• To deliver knowledge-transfer
through capacity building and
skills enhancement so that Local
Authorities can continue to
respond to the dynamics of ASB
and physical disorder.
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23 SSSP
Project title
Smart Solution for Spatial Planning
Lead organisation
UEL
Project coordinator
Paul Coates
Contact details
T: 0208 223 3220
p.s.coates@uel.ac.uk
Website
www.urbanbuzz.org (see Projects)
http://wiki.uelceca.net/sssp
Project value
£72,826 grant plus £27,344
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
1/7/07 to 31/7/08
Project partners
Aedas; Slider Studio; 4M; LB Tower
Hamlets; LB Newham; Urban
Initiatives; CABE
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Gemma Moore
gemma.moore@ucl.ac.uk

Project summary
The project will show that by
improving the speed and flexibility
of the processes undertaken to
design urban systems, the design
cycle can be open to the maximum
feedback from users, while scenarios
can be experimented with rapidly.
To assess the type of data available
and agree on its relevance to local
urban design and sustainability
criteria, SSSP are partnering with
planning and allied departments of
Local Authorities. The study area
agreed straddles the River Lea on
the boundary of the two Authorities
in the Three Mills area.
SSSP is working with its partners to
bring the development of spatial
systems (buildings, roads open
spaces and all other spatial
elements in a development) into the
main digital chain of survey and
design. SSSP propose to do this by
linking the GIS and other data that is
currently available in planning
departments and other regional
bodies to computer simulation
models of urban structure and
development.
The output from SSSP’s models
will be spatial as well as
organisational interpretations of
collected information, available as
statistical and visual data to the
LA, developers and potentially
to residents.
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24 SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION POLICIES
Project title
Implementation of emerging
government and other urban
sustainability policies
Lead organisation
David Adamson with UCL
Project coordinator
David Adamson
Contact details
T: 01223 690268
dma23@hermes.cam.ac.uk
Website
www.urbanbuzz.org (see Projects)
Project value
£41,302 grant plus £105,446
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
16/4/07 to 28/2/08
Project partner
UCL
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Chris Anderson
c.e.anderson@uel.ac.uk

Project summary
This strategic-level project
comprised a UK-wide series of oneday seminars involving invited
groups of senior representatives
covering the public, private and
academic sectors. They met to
find ways of best responding to
emerging government and other
urban regeneration sustainability
policies.
The aims of these knowledgesharing events have been to discuss
and critique how best in practice:
• To promote and facilitate the
adoption of recent and emerging
government policies relating to
sustainability in the built
environment sectors
• To identify and comment on
practical difficulties in
implementing government
sustainability policies
• To help feed emerging
government sustainability/
construction policies into
universities to inform and
stimulate their research and
teaching
• To input relevant academic
thinking into the development of
government policies in this area.
As a conclusion to these regional
seminars, a conference was held in
January 2008 to review and discuss
the Project’s consolidated findings.
The conclusions from the project
are far-reaching in their relevance to
all aspects of the construction
industry and practices relating to
sustainable construction.
The project’s significance is
underlined by the fact that Rt. Hon.
Stephen Timms MP, Minister of State
for Competitiveness (Department
for Business, Enterprise and
Regulatory Reform) opened the
conference.
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25 SUSTAINABLE TRAINING
Project title
Sustainable Design Training
Programme
Lead organisation
Lancefield Consulting Ltd
Project coordinator
Julian Hart
Contact details
T: 07799 775362
julian@lancefieldconsulting.com
Website
www.urbanbuzz.org (see Projects)
Project value
£170,806 grant plus £177,285
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
28/5/07 to 27/11/08
Project partners
UCL; Liverpool U; Imperial College;
De Montford U; Oxford Brookes U;
Uni of Westminster; Salford U;
Greater London Authority; LB
Barnet; LB Barking and Dagenham;
LB Kingston; LB Islington
UrbanBuzz Project Monitor
Chris Anderson
c.e.anderson@uel.ac.uk

Project summary
This project focuses on the most
critical group of professionals in the
current Town Planning system,
where all the good intentions and
high aspirations for sustainable
communities can flounder if
appropriate control mechanisms on
new development are not found
and satisfactorily implemented.
This project will provide a ‘creative
workshop’ style training programme
for local Planning Authorities on
securing sustainable design
standards and to use the experience
gained to develop guidance on the
implementation of sustainable
design in planning. The project will
also simultaneously test-run the
feasibility of using a Sustainable
Design Review Panel (SDRP) in the
planning determination process.
Knowledge transfer will be achieved
through establishing the SDRP, –
a carefully selected group of
academics who will critique live
development projects as case
studies. The advice of this panel
will then be converted into training
workshops around these case
studies and given to the
participating Planning Authorities.
They will also receive support to
help them apply the learnings
and secure higher standards of
performance.
Julian Hart, Director of Lancefield
Consulting, observes:“There are so
many technical requirements
coming into the design process,
but as far as we know, there is
nothing like this to support Local
Authorities in assessing how
sustainable they are.”
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26 THE ROOTSCAPE PROJECT: LEYS REMIX
Project title
The Rootscape Project: Leys Remix
Lead organisation
Oxford Brookes University (OBU)
Project coordinator
Georgia Butina Watson
Contact details
T: 01865 483438
gbutina@brookes.ac.uk
Website
www.urbanbuzz.org (see Projects)
Project value
£57,835 grant plus £8,385
contributions in kind
Start/end dates
11/2/08 to 12/12/08
Project partners
Oxford Youth Works
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Gemma Moore
gemma.moore@ucl.ac.uk

Project summary
This project will develop the
capacity of children and young
people from within Oxford’s
Blackbird Leys area, to articulate
their everyday experience of living
on a large peripheral mixed tenure
housing estate. The aim is to enable
them to develop employment skills,
with particular reference to
providing a consultancy service to
promote child/youth-friendly urban
design and to enhance their
capacity to engage in further and
higher education.
The challenges involve overcoming
two key barriers:
• Low expectations on the part of
children and young people
themselves about what good
places might be like
• Adults’ low expectations of
children and young people’s
capabilities, particularly in
relation to professional work.
Initially the project will develop the
employment potential of 24 young
people. In the longer term, the
project has been designed, with the
inclusion of an end-user Advisory
Panel, to ensure it is self-sustaining
with approximately the same
number of participants each year.
The project will continue with
inputs from OBU students across a
range of disciplines, through a
process of community service
learning in which Brookes’ students
contribute to the project and
in turn, gain live educational
opportunities to improve their
own learning.
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27 TOWARDS ZERO CARBON SCHOOLS
Project title
Towards Zero Carbon Schools
Lead organisation
UCL
Project coordinator
Dejan Mumovic
Contact details
T: 0207 679 8235
d.mumovic@ucl.ac.uk
Website
www.urbanbuzz.org (see Projects)
Project value*
£7,398 grant plus £3,530
contributions in kind
Start/end dates*
1/12/07 to 30/4/08
Project partners*
CIBSE School Design Group;
Faber Maunsell
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Chris Anderson
c.e.anderson@uel.ac.uk
*subject to finalising contract at time of printing

Project summary
This project has been designed to
support the £45 billion project to
rebuild or upgrade all 3,500
secondary schools in England and
Wales before 2020, which has come
under fierce attack from a powerful
cross-party group of MPs for failing
to set an example on sustainable
construction.
The UK Government has stated that
the third wave of school building
programme should result in 2,000
carbon neutral schools. This would
enable the UK to reduce carbon
dioxide emission by 8 million tons
over 10 years, while providing an
indoor environment which should
have a positive impact on pupils’
performance and learning outcome.
However, based on recent evidence,
new schools are failing to achieve
the expected targets related to
both energy consumption and
indoor air quality.
The problems related to reduction
of carbon emission and indoor air
quality in newly built schools will be
discussed at a specially-convened
fringe event to the CIBSE/ASHRAE
Conference on Sustainability- in
Newcastle, 29-30 April 2008. A
selected panel of experts will
address and facilitate discussions
on school design issues.
This collaborative project between
UCL and CIBSE School Design Group
aims to foster long-term knowledge
exchange and partnership between
stakeholders working on
sustainable school design,
construction and maintenance.
The long-term legacy of this
project is fostering the building
of sustainable schools which can
act as a catalyst for their local
communities.
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28 VIBAT LONDON
Project title
Looking Over the Horizon: Transport
and Global Warming – Visioning and
Backcasting for Transport in London
Lead organisation
Halcrow
Project coordinator
Robin Hickman
Contact details
T: 0208 233 3555
hickmanro@halcrow.com
Website
www.vibat.org (from February 2008)
Project value
£200,890.66 grant, plus £299,378.03
contribution in kind
Start/end dates
1/5/07 to 31/10/08
Project partners
Oxford U; Space Syntax; Transport
for London; The Greater London
Authority
UrbanBuzz project monitor
Chris Anderson
c.e.anderson@uel.ac.uk

Project summary
The project envisions a sustainable
transport future for 2050 and 2025.
Using ‘back-casting’ techniques
applied to current carbon
efficiencies it aims to recommend
steps required to implement a
future carbon efficient transport
system. This will be in accordance
with the targets given in the Mayor
of London’s Transport Strategy 2025,
which include effecting a 60%
reduction in transport emissions by
2025 and 80% by 2050. Key study
stages include:
Stage 1: baseline and context
Stage 2: alternative images of the
future
Stage 3: policy packaging
Stage 4: appraisal
Stage 5: conclusions and
recommendations
Dr Robin Hickman, Halcrow’s project
manager, explains: “The issues
relating to climate change have
risen rapidly to the top of the
national and regional political
agenda and the importance of the
transport sector in contributing to
reduced levels of carbon dioxide
(CO2) is clearly evident.”
The project develops a simulation
model of transport and carbon
emissions in London (TC-SIM).
TC-SIM is the first simulation model
available in this field and is an
enormously useful tool in helping
decision-making and strategy
selection in a very challenging area.
The simulation model is applicable
at a variety of scales – for different
cities, towns, regions and even at
the country-wide level.
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Why ‘UrbanBuzz’? In naming our programme to help inform the building of
sustainable communities, we’ve chosen a title that highlights why sustainable
communities matter. Successful communities are eclectic and exciting,
cosmopolitan and diverse. They are where new ideas are born. The ultimate
expression of this energy is the city. And the ultimate measure of a vibrant,
sustainable community is its ‘buzz’. This is not some glib catchphrase. It is a
serious attempt to reflect the fact that individual urban development
disciplines only ever measure a small part of the urban experience: eg. the
affordability of housing or the efficiency of transport. The ‘buzz’ of an urban
environment is a measure of the totality. We also hope our name will come to
reflect the energy and ‘buzz’ of the networks of academics, industry experts,
practitioners and community groups that are the lifeblood of our programme.
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This leaflet is printed on Cyclus Offset – a material manufactured using 100%
recycled post consumer waste. With by-products from the pulp and paper
manufacturer being used for composting and fertilizer, cement making and heat
energy conversion, Cyclus Offset is the only paper that makes such a positive
contribution to the environment. Produced without the use of chlorine chemicals.

UrbanBuzz Programme Office
UCL Business
27 Fitzroy Square
London W1T 6ES
+44 207 554 4067
urbanbuzz@uclb.com
www.urbanbuzz.org
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Sustainable communities evolve over lengthy
time periods. To short-circuit this process
requires that the best academic understanding
from a wide range of disciplines is blended
with the pragmatic experience of practitioners
working within communities, government and
industry. UrbanBuzz is doing just that. It has
established an exciting set of projects that
address between them many issues pertinent
to the rapid development of sustainable
communities. The results from these projects
will be useful and important, but the true
legacy from UrbanBuzz is likely to be the
growth of a number of totally novel networks
of people and organisations that will sustain
the initiative well beyond its two-year
period of funding.
Tim Broyd
Chair
Programme Board
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