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Questions about TIDAL N+ 
What is TIDAL N+? 
TIDAL Network+ is an EPSRC-funded collaboration between UCL, Strathclyde, Salford and 
Loughborough Universities.  We are building an interdisciplinary network of researchers, 
assistive technology (AT) users, entrepreneurs and clinical practitioners, to identify and 
tackle new research challenges that will help us to transform AT. Together we will create 
novel, innovative solutions that will lead to improvements in the quality of AT and enhance 
the lives of the people who use them. Our vision is for innovative, sustainable and equitable 
AT, both physical and digital.  
 
TIDAL N+ has been awarded funding from 1 September 2021 to 31st August 2024 by the 
EPSRC as a Healthcare Technologies New Challenges Network Plus (EP/W000717/1).   The 
‘Plus’ element is a budget for us to award feasibility research funds of up to £60k to each of 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/tidal-assistive-tech/
https://gow.epsrc.ukri.org/NGBOViewGrant.aspx?GrantRef=EP/W000717/1
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eight interdisciplinary teams who have an excellent research hypothesis for solving a clear 
unmet need.  We are planning to run four separate funding calls, and aim to fund two 
projects from each call.  
 

What is EPSRC? 
EPSRC is the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council. It is the main funding body 
for engineering and physical sciences research in the UK. By investing in research and 
postgraduate training, EPSRC aims to build the knowledge and skills-base needed to address 
the scientific and technological challenges facing the nation. 

EPSRC is part of UK Research and Innovation, a body which works in partnership with UK 
universities, research organisations, businesses, charities, and government with the aim of 
creating the best possible environment for research and innovation to flourish.  

Questions about the projects we are looking to fund 
 

What is this funding call about? 

The theme for this funding call is Responsible Engineering. All applications should be directly 
and strongly aligned to this theme. 

Our responsible engineering theme combines sustainability and care of the planet with 
development of next generation AT. COVID-19 has demonstrated the global 
interdependencies of current healthcare products and services, and has revealed the 
fragility of global supply chainsi. We were unable to provide services effectively during the 
pandemic. Additionally, we know AT abandonment is a problem which affects users – they 
lose confidence, money, time and opportunity due to poor fit of product to need. This 
abandonment also affects the planet. Currently, the carbon footprint associated with the 
waste of inappropriately prescribed and/or poorly supported AT is difficult to estimate, but 
rejection rates across sectors are high e.g. 80% for hearing aids and 13% for prosthetics ii 

Without AT, people are excluded, isolated and locked in poverty, making health problems 
worseiii, and economically and socially marginalising people. Despite healthy levels of 
innovation, we still lack equitable AT provision globally, and NHS services lack resources. 
One of the most critical shortages is in personnel – there are simply too few clinicians able 
to prescribe and aid people in choice of AT.  

Meeting user needs currently relies on services that require costly face-to-face 
appointments plus the carbon cost of travel and inconvenience to users. Current services 
must be able to scale sustainably to face the climate emergency and comply with UN 
Sustainable Development Goals.   

A problem of this scale cannot be solved by simply increasing the volume of current activity, 
rather it requires a coordinated focusing of research, user, clinician, and industry efforts into 
transformative methods that can address the problems currently limiting the value of AT to 
the user.  

Potential approaches include better matching of AT to users, better targeted online support, 
and timely identification and reuse, repurposing, and recycling of redundant or rejected AT. 
Digitally prescribed and supported AT has the additional potential to reduce the travel 
associated with providing AT.  

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/tidal-assistive-tech/what-we-do/funding-calls/
https://epsrc.ukri.org/
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How many projects will you be funding? 
Over the course of TIDAL N+ we will be running 4 different funding calls on different 
themes.  We aim to fund 2 projects from each call, so 8 in total. 
 

What kinds of projects are you looking to fund? 

The aim of this feasibility funding is to provide short term support (about 6 months 
duration) to enable fundamental, interdisciplinary, early-stage research. We aim to fund 
interdisciplinary teams who have an excellent research hypothesis for solving a clear unmet 
need. Whilst teams are interdisciplinary, the hypothesis, when answered, should advance 
the engineering or physical sciences field. The feasibility study should result in increased 
confidence in the proof of concept developed, which then has potential to attract further 
investment. We expect all proposals funded through TIDAL N+ to be developed with 
stakeholders including AT users alongside healthcare services and manufacturing partners, 
as appropriate. 

We are funded by EPSRC, the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council, so the 
kinds of projects we are looking to fund are engineering and physical sciences projects that 
fall within in the remit of what EPSRC fund. We are looking to fund projects that are at an 
early research stage rather than a commercialisation or implementation stage; technologies 
at low TRL (Technology Readiness Level) probably TRL 2 or 3, so just beyond the initial idea.   

We want fundamentally research-driven ideas that will then enable a shift in the design of a 
particular design or service.  We are looking for projects that will facilitate a transformation 
- ideas that will produce a step change.   

Projects should have a multi-disciplinary, co-creation approach. This is very important. 
There should be involvement of industry, stakeholders, service providers, service users, 
clinicians etc. as appropriate to your project.   

Projects should be deliverable for around £60k. The idea is to fund a few months of research 
to prove enough to allow you to apply for much bigger funding.  

We are particularly keen to fund proposals that demonstrate clear plans for how the work 
will lead to a full proposal to be submitted to a UK funder at a future time.  

Applications led by early career academics/researchers are particularly encouraged. 

Projects should be deliverable for around £60k. The idea is to fund a few months of research 
to prove enough to allow you to apply for much bigger funding.  
 

We are not looking to fund: 

• Projects which are not directly and strongly aligned with the theme of this call  

• Incremental product development projects which might be better served by 
Innovate UK funding or commercial funding 

• People who are just want funds to get their product to market 

• Activities that are normally the responsibility of central or local government  

• Evaluations of your organisation’s own programmes  

• Research studies that are already underway, though we would consider funding a 
new study that is part of a wider programme of research that has already begun  
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Would you fund research for a product beyond TRL 3 (Technology Readiness Level 
3)? 
EPSRC is very much about fundamental engineering and physical sciences research. If there 
is a solid engineering and physical sciences research question that can be addressed by 
research, that could be relevant at any number of developmental stages for a product, but 
probably more at the early stages of product development rather than at the later stages. 
As long as your project can be expressed as a solid research question that is clearly within 
the EPSRC remit, that’s the key thing. It doesn’t specifically matter what stage of the 
product development process that research question comes in, but bear in mind that we are  
looking to fund research that enables a fundamental, step change in products and services, 
not incremental improvements. Also, we are looking to fund projects that have a 
collaborative, multidisciplinary, co-creation approach.  We are not looking to fund people 
who are just want funds to get their product to market.  
 

Would you fund a project about the psychosocial aspects of AT? 
We are looking to fund multi-disciplinary research, so the psychosocial dimension could 
certainly come into a project, so long as the project fitted with our aim to fund fundamental 
engineering and physical sciences research that will enable step-changes in AT products and 
services.  
 

Should the geographical focus of our project be the UK or is there an international 
angle as well?  

We are funded by the EPSRC to stimulate interdisciplinary working on issues within the 
context of UK research institutions, and between research institutions and other 
stakeholders (AT users, clinicians, industry, policy makers, civil society etc.). However, given 
the inter-connected and often global nature of the challenges, we do not expect that all 
work funded by or associated with the Network + will be exclusively UK-focused. However, 
we would require international collaborations to have a lead partner based in a UK 
institution that is eligible for EPSRC funding. Also note that international collaborators can’t 
be named on the application as Co-Investigators or budgeted as Co-Investigators. We 
anticipate that commercial partners and collaborators will provide in-kind support to the 
project and donate their time. If there is a good case for meeting the expenses of other 
collaborators or partners who can’t be named or funded as Co-Is, their expenses can be 
included in the budget. 

 

Will you be funding projects from people in LMICs (Low and Middle Income 
Countries)? 
We welcome engagement from people in LMICs but it has to be in the context of partnering 
with academic partners in the UK who would be eligible for the funding (i.e. who qualify for 
EPSRC funding). If you do not qualify for EPSRC funding we would encourage you to attend 
our agenda-setting & collaboration workshops to discuss your research ideas and possibly 
find a UK academic partner to lead the project and make the application.  
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There are overlaps between rehabilitation and AT.  Will you fund rehabilitation 
technologies?  

There is another EPSRC Healthcare Technologies Network+ that will launch soon which is 
looking at rehabilitation. There will be opportunities from that Network+ as well as TIDAL N+ 
so depending on what you have got in mind and the remit of your project, you could apply 
to this Network+ if you think it is predominantly an AT project, but if it is specifically about 
rehabilitation, there is another Network+ coming up which may be a better fit.  

Can I apply for funding for a project that has already started? 
No. Awards will not be made retrospectively: this means that the work for which support is 
requested must not have started, or be planned to start, before the funding contract with 
UCL has been signed.   
 

How long should my project take to complete? 
Projects should be 6 months in length.  

Questions about eligibility 
 

Who is eligible for funding as a PI (Principal Investigator/Lead Applicant) or Co-I 
(Co-Investigator/Co-Applicant)? 
 
To be eligible for funding, the PI and Co-Is must be academic employees of an organisation 
that qualifies for EPSRC funding and be resident in the UK. 

For employees on a fixed term contract, their contract must extend beyond the duration of 
the proposed research project.  Although EPSRC rules say that ordinarily a Co-I would not be 
required to have a contract that extends beyond the term of the grant, we will require this 
as the project timeframe is only 6 months.  

I am an ECR (Early Career Researcher). Can I be named as a Co-I (Co-Investigator) 
on a project? 
Yes. We expect applications to include people in the team who are transitioning towards  
establishing research independence.  
 

I am an ECR (Early Career Researcher) or PhD candidate. Can I apply as a PI? 
Yes. We actively encourage ECRs to apply for TIDAL N+ funding, and they can be the 
Principal Investigator so long as: 

• They are employed in an eligible UK academic institution. 

• Their contract lasts until at least the end date of the project. 

• They hold, or are expected to hold, a doctorate by the start date of the funding being 

awarded, or can demonstrate equivalent research/innovation experience and/or 

training. There are no eligibility rules based on years since PhD. 

• They have the approval of their own institution before submission: there are often 

local eligibility criteria which need to be met. 

 

https://www.ukri.org/councils/epsrc/guidance-for-applicants/check-if-you-are-eligible-for-funding/
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I have not been active in research for a while. I have had a career break and/or 
have been working in a different type of role. Can I still apply? 
Applications are welcome from those returning to research from a career break or following 
time in other roles. There are no time limits in respect of time spent outside a research or 
innovation environment.  
 

I work for a non-UK organization. Can I apply?  
No. You can’t apply as the Principal Investigator (PI) or be a Co-Investigator (Co-I) on a 
project because you don’t qualify for EPSRC funding.  However, you can be a partner or 
collaborator on a project being led by someone in the UK who does qualify for EPSRC 
funding.  In most cases, and especially where partners or collaborators are commercial 
organisations, we would expect them to support the project in-kind by donating their time.  
If the PI believes that a strong case can be made to meet a partner/collaborator’s expenses, 
the PI can cost these in the project budget. This funding must not be used to provide any 
other kind of funding or subsidy for a partner/collaborator or their organisation.   

 

We are intending to include non-UK based team members in our application.  Is 
this allowed? 
Yes, but they can’t be a PI or a Co-I. All proposed Co-Investigators must be academic 
employees of an eligible organisation and must be resident in the UK.  Non-UK-based team 
members can be included as partners or collaborators. In most cases, and especially where 
partners or collaborators are commercial organisations, we would expect them to support 
the project in-kind by donating their time.  If the PI believes that a strong case can be made 
to meet a partner/collaborator’s expenses, the PI can cost these in the project budget. This 
funding must not be used to provide any other kind of funding or subsidy for a 
partner/collaborator or their organisation.   
 

What organisations qualify for EPSRC funding? 
 
There is a list of qualifying organisations on the EPSRC website. 

Note that the following are NOT eligible for funding: 

• Industry / businesses.  This does not preclude you involving industry partners in your 

project and including them in your application, but they cannot be funded as principal- 

or co-investigators. In most cases, and especially where partners or collaborators are 

commercial organisations, we would expect them to donate their time in-kind. 

• Research and technology organisations. This does not preclude you involving research 

and technology organisations as partners in your project and including them in your 

application, but they cannot be funded as principal- or co-investigators. In most cases, 

and especially where partners or collaborators are commercial organisations, we would 

expect them to donate their time in-kind. 

 

https://www.ukri.org/councils/epsrc/guidance-for-applicants/check-if-you-are-eligible-for-funding/
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Questions about project partners 
 

What level of commitment do we need to show from industrial or commercial 
project partners at the application stage? 
Co-creation is a very important aspect of the projects we are looking to fund. Interaction 
between different partners is important for allowing new ideas and novel perspectives to 
emerge. That is one of the key things we would like to support. So, if you are going to 
involve partners, that needs to be from the beginning, which means they have to commit at 
the outset.  We are looking for genuine collaboration.  One important thing we are trying to 
do by funding this research is not to start with a product or solution and improve it but to go 
back to the problem:  if we understand the problem then we can find a better solution for it.  
We need consider what is the problem from the perspective of the end users, and how we 
can find a solution to the problem, so that should be the focus of your research question, 
rather than jumping in with an existing solution that you may want to improve (for example, 
electrifying wheelchairs). It’s not that there aren’t worthwhile projects of that nature, but 
we want to get to the grassroots level, get to the real problems, and then go from there to 
create transformative solutions. 
 

I am working on a proposal for a project involving private businesses who will want 
their involvement acknowledged. Is this allowed? 

One of the aims of the network is to encourage collaboration between academic and non-
academic organisations.  It should not be a problem to acknowledge their involvement, so 
long as this is alongside acknowledgement of TIDAL N+ and the EPSRC (requirements for 
which will be set out in the terms and conditions for any awards made). 

 

Questions about finances and budgets 
 

How much can I apply for? 
You can apply for up to £60,000 fEC (full economic cost).  However, note that EPSRC funding 
is awarded at 80% fEC, so if you apply for £60k fEC and your project is selected for funding, 
we will actually reimburse contracting organisations 80% of the fEC i.e. £48k not the full 
£60k.  
 

If TIDAL only reimburses 80% of the fEC for the project, where does the other 20% 
come from? 
Your institution will pay the other 20%.  You must get the permission of your Head of 
Department or Head of Finance (or other appropriate financial authorities in your 
institution) before applying for funding, to ensure that you have their commitment to pay 
the other 20%.   
 

Can I also get funding from other sources for my project? 
Yes. If you can secure matched funding for your project and/or contributions in kind, we 
would welcome that.  
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What can I include in the budget? 

You can include direct costs such as researcher salaries, consumables, research expenses 
(but not air travel other than in exceptional circumstances and with prior permission from 
the TIDAL N+ team), participant compensation, sub-contracting an individual or service to 
deliver a specialist service or input; also indirect costs such as overheads and estate costs. 
Open access publication charges are not eligible costs. Our expectation is that travel costs 
will be for essential travel only, that essential travel will be minimal, and only within the UK. 
We do not anticipate funding any international travel. 

Under what circumstances can I include air travel in my project budget? 

We would consider a request to cover air travel if the travel was essential and there was no 
alternative means of travel, or if an individual would be significantly disadvantaged (not 
merely inconvenienced) in some way if unable to travel by air. In all cases, you would need 
to request permission for air travel from the TIDAL N+ team before incurring the costs. We 
envisage that essential travel will be minimal and do not anticipate funding any 
international travel. 

Can I include publication fees in my budget? 

No. TIDAL N+ funds cannot be used to fund open access or any other publication fees. 
EPSRC expect these to be covered by your institution’s block grant.  

If my application were successful, would the salary money be additional to 
someone’s existing salary or would it just buy them out so that they were still 
getting what they earn now? 

This is up to your organisation. Note, however, that funding cannot be awarded directly to 
individuals, and must be paid to your organisation.  

Are salary costs indexed to account for inflation and salary increases? 

Funded projects will only run for 6 months. We will not add future pay awards or indexation 
to the salary costings at the time awards are made. You will need to account for them in 
your budget (e.g. known pay awards pending) or your institution will need to cover these. 

 

Questions about the application and funding process 
 

What is the application process? 
 

The process for the funding call and submitting applications is as follows: 
 

1. An agenda setting workshop and a collaboration workshop to generate awareness of the 

research challenges, and stimulate collaboration and engagement with relevant 

stakeholders  
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2. Applicants submit an expression of interest 2 weeks after the workshops to indicate 

their intention to submit a full application. ALL lead applicants must submit an 

expression of interest, whether or not they attend the workshops 

3. Applicants submit full applications 6 weeks after the workshops 

4. Applications are reviewed 

5. Shortlisted applications are considered by the Steering Committee and TIDAL N+ 

investigators who then make the final selection of proposals for funding.  

Am I allowed to submit an application if I don’t attend the workshop?  
 
Yes. We will also offer a direct application route as we recognise that some people do not 
flourish in workshop-type environments, however, ALL lead applicants must submit an 
expression of interest by the deadline, prior to submitting a full application.  
 

Can I submit more than one application? 

Yes. We will be running four funding calls over the 3 years that TIDAL N+ will run for, and 
you can submit applications to them all if you wish. However, given the time and effort that 
goes into putting an application together, we would advise you to consider which call your 
project may be most appropriate for, and to apply for that one. You could submit more than 
one application to a single call, but we would be unlikely to fund more than one application 
from a single team or lead investigator in any given call.  

 

Where in the application form do we list team members who don’t qualify as Co-
Is?  
We want to be able to assess the quality of your proposed team, so you should include 
details and credentials of partners and collaborators on the proposal/application form (Part 
2), even if you are not requesting funding for them.  If you are requesting funding for their 
expenses, you can cost these under Directly Incurred costs, however, as noted above, where 
individuals are employed or otherwise funded by a commercial organisation, we would 
expect them to donate their time in kind.   
  

What document format should I use for my application?  
Please submit your application form in Word format.  Your budget should be in Excel. Please 
do not submit these as PDFs. Please do an accessibility check on your documents before 
submitting them and correct any issues that are flagged as likely to cause problems for 
people using screen readers.   
 

What approvals do I need from my organisation before submitting an application? 

We require the approval of your Head of Department and/or Head of Finance, or other 
appropriate authority (you should follow your organisation’s rules on this). They will need to 
sign your application form and in so doing they approve your application, and undertake 
both to fund the additional 20% of your budget and to provide the support they normally 
provide to PIs. Your organisation will have its own internal rules about who you need to 
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consult before submitting an application and whose approval you need, so you also will 
need to follow these.  

 

What are the selection criteria for shortlisting and funding decisions? 
 

Research question 

• Is there a strong research question which addresses a clear, unmet need within the 
scope of TIDAL N+. Are the research question(s) important, novel and likely to lead to 
significant new understanding?   

• Is the research question directly and strongly aligned to the theme of the call? 

Multidisciplinary team and co-creation approach 

• Multidisciplinary team in place? 

• How will ECRs be involved? 

• How will industry and/or other relevant stakeholders such as AT users be involved? 

Future funding potential 

• Does the application demonstrate potential for development of future funding 

applications from EPSRC, Innovate UK or other UK funding streams? 

Dissemination and impact 

• How will this grant help enable better futures for assistive technology users? 

• How will this grant impact healthcare technology systems? 

• How will the team maximise impact through dissemination of their work? 

• Have criteria for assessing the success of the project been clearly articulated?   

Feasibility 

• Is the project realistic, given the budget and time constraints?   

Research team 

• Does the team have the expertise, skills and experience to complete this project 
successfully?   

• Will this funding make a tangible difference to the research trajectory of the lead 
researcher?   

• If relevant, does the researcher have sufficient support in place, e.g. appropriate 
collaborations established?   

• Is there adequate institutional support for this project?  

Financial justification and value for money 

• Are the funds requested essential for the work and justified by the importance and 
potential of the research?   

• Does the proposal demonstrate value for money in terms of the resources requested?   

Ethical issues  

• Are there ethical and/or research governance issues?   

• Are there satisfactory plans in place to address these?  

• Are there clear plans in place for storing and, if appropriate, sharing data in accordance 
with GDPR?   

Equality, diversity and inclusion 

• How does the proposal demonstrate excellence in commitment to equality, diversity 
and inclusion? 
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Responsible research and carbon impact 

• How does the proposal demonstrate responsible research e.g. measuring and limiting 
the carbon footprint of the project and other sustainable research practices? 

 

Who are the reviewers? 
The reviewers will include academics, and representatives of industry and AT user 
advocates. 
 

How many people will review my application? 
Each proposal will be reviewed by at least 2 reviewers 
 

Who will make the final decision? 
The final decision will be made by the Steering Committee with the TIDAL N+ team.  If a 
TIDAL N+ team member is named on any application, they will declare a conflict of interest 
and will not be involved in any discussion or decisions about that project. 
 

What happens next if I am successful? 

Contracting between UCL and the successful lead applicant’s organisation 
A contracting process will be initiated by UCL with your institution to formally agree the 
contract for the funding. EPSRC terms and conditions will apply, as well as any terms and 
conditions specific to the TIDAL N+ grant, and any terms and conditions specific to this 
award. We will ask you for details of your contract team if you are successful.  
 
The lead applicant’s (PI’s) institution should sign and return the contract as soon as possible.  
If the lead applicant’s institution wants to request any revisions to the draft agreement, the 
lead applicant is responsible for ensuring all requested changes are made and tracked in a 
single Word document. This document with requested revisions must be submitted to the 
UCL contracts manager as soon as possible.  Our contracts manager will discuss the 
proposed changes with the lead applicant’s institution and will then send a final version of 
the agreement for signature. The lead applicant on the successful project is responsible for 
having the amended document signed by their institution and returning it to UCL within one 
week of it being sent out. We would strongly recommend that you are proactive in 
following-up progress on the contract negotiations with your contracts manager. 
 

Contracting between the successful lead applicant’s organisation and their project partners 
Successful applicants will be expected to put in place a collaboration agreement or other 
suitable agreement with any of their project partners or collaborators (including Co-Is and 
other collaborators/partners), governing the terms of the collaboration. This agreement 
should reflect all applicable terms of your organisation’s contract with UCL, the role and 
contribution of each individual/organisation, any financial payments to be made, and 
delivery deadlines. Successful lead applicants should seek the advice of their contracts team 
to put appropriate agreements in place.  
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Access to mentors 
Each project will be provided with access to a mentor who will support the activities of the 
project. Your mentor will provide advice and feedback to you at appropriate times during 
your project activities. The aim is to provide your project with an additional level of support 
and guidance, rather than monitor its progress. Mentors may be asked to provide feedback 
to TIDAL N+ team from time to time. 
 

Are there any other obligations for successful applicants? 
Successful applicants will be expected to participate in network events and will be required 
to present project updates at our symposia and/or other TIDAL N+ events on- and offline.  

What are the key dates and deadlines? 

27th April 2022 Agenda-setting workshop at 10 am to 12.00 pm. Online. 

28th April 2022 Collaboration workshop 10 am to 12.00pm. Online. 

12th May 2022 5pm BST Deadline for expressions of interest to be submitted. 

9th June 2022 5pm BST  Deadline for full proposals to be submitted. 

10th June to 30th June 2022 Review of proposals.  

w/c 4th July 2022 Reviewers’ comments sent to applicants. 

22nd July 2022 Deadline for applicants to respond to reviewer comments.  

w/c 25th July 2022 Reviewers consider responses and draw up final shortlist. 

w/c 1st August 2022 Emails sent to applicants to say whether or not they have been 
shortlisted. 

14th September 2022 Panel makes final decisions on which projects to fund. 

October 2022 – December 2022 Contracting process. 

January 2023 Projects begin. (They may begin earlier or later depending on 
how long contracting takes. A project can begin as soon as the 
contract with UCL has been signed by the lead applicant’s 
institution.) 

Any other questions? Anything not clear? 
We want you to put in a great application so we are really happy to answer any other 
questions and queries you may have, or to clarify anything that isn’t clear in the call 
documentation.  Please contact TIDAL@ucl.ac.uk 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
i Smith et al., ‘Assistive Technology Use and Provision During COVID-19: Results From a Rapid Global Survey’, International Journal of 
Health Policy and Management, vol. 0, Nov. 2020, doi: 10.34172/ijhpm.2020.210 
ii Østlie, et al, ‘Prosthesis rejection in acquired major upper-limb amputees: a population-based survey’, doi: 
10.3109/17483107.2011.635405 
iii Smith et al., ‘Assistive Technology Use and Provision During COVID-19: Results From a Rapid Global Survey’, International Journal of 
Health Policy and Management, vol. 0, Nov. 2020, doi: 10.34172/ijhpm.2020.210 
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