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Participative approaches to 

environmental policy in Camden
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Participation, political leadership and universities

• Council leadership, 

Cllr Georgia Gould

• Keir Starmer MP

• UCL’s Prof Muki Haklay

• King’s College London study
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Climate emergency declaration in April with commitment to Citizens’ Assembly

3 stage process:

1. Pre- Assembly engagement: allows community expertise to inform the 

debate while building community support for the Assembly process.

2. The Citizens’ Assembly: high quality evidence for a demographically 

representative Assembly.  Aims to develop a new Climate plan for Camden.

3. Post-Assembly: social action, co-design and further deliberation.

Citizens’ Assembly on the climate crisis
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Pre-Assembly engagement: on-line call for ideas

• 2 weeks to set up

• June delivery

• 2,259 visitors

• 650 deep dives

• 520 detailed 

proposals for the 

Assembly to 

consider
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Business discussed threats and opportunities

Pre-Assembly engagement:  schools and business

• School Assemblies share 

their ideas with the Leader of 

Camden Council • Business roundtables discuss 

the threat and opportunity of 

climate change
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• Three sessions over July

1. Climate science

2. Pathways to the future

3. Action planning

• Demographically tight

• Independent facilitation 

and evaluation from 

Involve and University 

College London

Citizens’ assembly 

www.camden.gov.uk/climate-crisis

http://www.camden.gov.uk/climate-crisis
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Neighbourhood: Actions summary 

Strongly 

Disagree
Disagree Agree

Strongly 

Agree

Planting more trees and creating more allotments 0% 2% 36% 62%

Piloting a community energy heating scheme 2% 0% 22% 76%

Installing more ‘segregated’ cycle lanes 4% 12% 36% 48%

Promoting and trialling car free zones and days 8% 16% 24% 52%

Enabling electric transport with infrastructure and 

incentives
0% 4% 27% 69%

Developers to fund energy efficiency retrofits of old 

buildings
2% 12% 39% 47%
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• Assembly members 

present proposals to full 

Council on 7 October

• Council agrees Motion to 

target zero carbon by 

2030.

Assembly proposals to full Council
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Social action phase and infrastructure delivery
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Social action phase and infrastructure delivery
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• Citizens’ Assembly is citizen led, and aligns with need for improved 

participatory politics post-Brexit.

• Citizens’ Assembly passes policy design to citizens.  Politically difficult to 

ignore recommendations once the process is complete even if policy is 

unhelpful.

• Importance of political leadership and citizen participation

• Role of universities in advising and guiding policymaking and coproduction

Reflections


