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From the Editors
The STS Newsroom students have 
yet again worked hard to bring you 
this year's issue. Andrea, Beatrice, 
Dan, Pierre-Elie, Roha & Sofia have 
developed the ideas, interviewed 
people, and written the articles that 
you'll read.  Their goal has been to 
bring you a taste of activity in our 
STS Department. They have also 

been creating content for the WeAr-
eSTS Podcast series. Episode 14 
which was produced by Sofia has 
already been released and can be 
found here: ucl.ac.uk/sts/about-sts/
wearests-podcast/. Other episodes 
will be released in the coming 
months. Stay tuned!

Students in the STS Newsroom 2022 (clockwise from top left):  
Andrea Lekare, Beatrice Han, Dan Sharpe, Pierre-Elie Balsan,
Roha Ali Khan and Sofia Sancho.
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Welcome

STS Co-Heads of Department 
welcome you to this new issue of 
Alchemy.
STS is one hundred years old! What began as a 
Department of History and Methods of Science has 
evolved over the years into a much more diverse 
place in terms of the topics we research and the 
staff and students who learn together. As Co-Heads 
of Department we are honoured to be the current 
stewards and look forward to the future. 

STS has always been a crossroads. In this issue of 
Alchemy you will find a lot of examples of the journeys 
people have made through the STS department, 
coming from different backgrounds and going on 
to shape the world for the better, whether it is by exploring the ethics 
of artificial intelligence, curating the objects of African heritage in the 
Science Museum collections, or being an environmental consultant. We 
hope you feel as inspired as we do. Here's to another centenary of the best 
conversations to be had. 

Professor Emma Tobin and Professor Jon Agar 

Alchemy 6 (2022) 
Editors:  
Victoria Mounsey 
Dr Jean-Baptiste Gouyon 
Professor Joe Cain

Alchemy is published annually 
and is freely available: 
ucl.ac.uk/sts/alchemy

Looking forward to the future
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Friendship is the reason why?

Undergraduates

A language barrier, loneliness, 
separation from family, and an 
unfamiliar environment can all be 
exceedingly difficult for an 18-year-
old. Drafting a full essay in another 
language was hard for Xuyi Guo, as 
was moving to another country all 
alone. ‘I really tried to achieve a 
good score, but things didn’t turn 
out the way I wanted,’ she admitted. 
This combination of factors caused 
her to consider transferring back to 
Hong Kong. Xuyi is a first-year 
Sociology and Politics of Science 
student in the department of 
Science and Technology Studies 
(STS) at UCL. As an international 
student, Xuyi had started to become 
nervous about everything she would 
face – not being able to see her dear 
mommy and daddy, not being 
entirely fluent in English, and not 
having any immediate friends, even 
Chinese-speaking ones – well before 
her flight to London. She would 
have chosen to stay in STS, if her 
first essay score had been better. But 
a 50ish score to a former straight-A 
student was devastating. Getting 
that mark prompted her to call her 
best friend back home, saying that 
she wanted to transfer back to Hong 
Kong. 

“Xuyi gives credit to her tutors 
and professors for her progress. By 
asking for their advice, she learnt 
how to write an essay in steps”

Her friend encouraged her to 
pursue whatever she wanted, but 
in the end, Xuyi decided to stay. 
‘To be honest, she was the reason I 
stayed,’ Xuyi told me. She had found 
her new close friend here at STS, 
on only the second day of term. In 
class, an Asian girl approached her, 

asking which class this was. They 
spent half of that class talking in 
English, until Xuyi could not find 
a word and finally asked the girl if 
she spoke Chinese. She did! The 
relationship started at that moment. 
As Xuyi discovered, university 
life extends far beyond academia. 
The people we meet can be as 
valuable treasure as the knowledge 
we gain. ‘It turned out that I was 
worrying too much,’ Xuyi laughed, 
‘everything was actually so new 
and exciting, and I made my very 
best friend on literally the second 
day of term.’ Still, she admitted that 
her academic skills needed a bit 
of ‘shaping.’ However, things were 
going in a good direction.

Since she had just come out of 
an hour-long meeting with her 
personal tutor the day before our 
interview, she was positive about 
her future academic life. ‘But just 
for now,’ she joked again. She forgot 
whether it was her third or fourth 
essay when her essay marks started 
going up a bit. The improvement 
was progressive, from 50ish to 
55ish, and then from 55ish to 60ish. 
Now her essay scores were in the 
60s range. Xuyi gave credit to her 

tutors and 
professors for 
her progress. 
By asking for 
their advice, 
she learnt how 
to write an 
essay in steps: 
first write an 

outline, then a draft of the essay. 
With the help of a writing lab tutor, 
she further enhanced her skills, 
learning to flesh out the draft. Her 
personal tutor also backed her up 
in the process. ‘I emailed her to ask 
her about all those essay prompts 
that were so basic that they looked 

Enrica Palladino is the STS department 
Student Adviser. One of her roles is to 
support first-year students with any matter 
relating to their wellbeing and experience 
whilst at UCL

random questions. But she replied 
with such a great heart each and 
every time.’ At the end of the 
interview, I asked Xuyi if she 
was 100% sure that she wanted 
to complete her undergraduate 
study at STS. ‘Absolutely,’ she 
answered

Beatrice Han

Personal Tutors at UCL

Personal tutors are an important 
part of education at UCL. 
All students are assigned a 
personal tutor who can assist 
with both academic and non-
academic issues. Although 
personal tutors cannot help 
with specific assignments, they 
can help students develop their 
independent learning style and 
assist them in seeking further 
specialist support. In addition, 
personal tutors strive to support 
students’ wellbeing, which means 
that you can talk about anything 
with them. ‘Me and my personal 
tutor are like very good friends 
now,’ Xuyi told me. What is more, 
your personal tutor can write 
academic references for your 
future master or job applications.
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Alex Hancock 

Undergraduates

Stephanie Iyala is currently a first-
year student studying sociology and 
politics of science in the department 
of Science and Technology Studies 
(STS), who identifies herself as Black 
African British. Stephanie feels that 
if anybody took the time to review 
all their experiences in education, 
they would be bombarded with 
white figures.  In Stephanie’s words: 
‘For example, in secondary school, 
my subjects were mainly about 
white scientists or white authors 
and white history.’ A typical story 
comes from English literature. Until 
her final year of secondary school, 
although some of the authors she 
learned were women, all of them 
were white. It was the same with 
science and most of the rest of the 
curriculum. ‘I actually went to a 
pretty diverse girls’ school, so it was 
rather ironic,’ Stephanie admitted. 
These experiences were extremely 
uncomfortable for her, because 
she almost felt as if there were no 
sociologists, scientists, authors, or 
any kind of people in academia 
that were Black. Hence, a question 
started to build up in young 
Stephanie’s mind: is education to 
be white? ‘Does being an educated 
person means that you need to 
be a white person?’ Growing up, 
Stephanie had to read many books 
to realize that it was not the case.  

STS, however, has offered her a 
distinct perspective. She praised STS 
for incorporating so many different 
forms of history of science: STS 
does do a fantastic job of including 
scientists and the history of ethnic 
minorities in the history of the 
sciences. In the course “Introduction 
to History, Philosophy, and Social 
Studies of Science,” Dr Chiara 
Ambrosio showed the class a picture 
of a group of scientists from the 
1900s and asked what students 

noticed. One student quickly 
answered that all the people in the 
photo were male. Chiara added, 
‘and they are all white.’ The feeling 
Stephanie had at that moment 
was complex, but if we must sum 
it up, we could say that Stephanie 
suddenly felt more comfortable 
being in education 

“STS does such a fantastic job 
of including scientists and the 
history of ethnic minorities in 
the history of the sciences.

and academia. ‘The whole point 
about challenging Eurocentric 
curriculums and studies is to 
acknowledge that they are wrong,’ 
Stephanie pointed out. Hearing 
Chiara recognize that the scientists 
who were the focus of attention were 
all white made Stephanie feel more 
included at STS. Because STS really 
reflects the diversity of science from 
across the globe and the gender 
spectrum, Stephanie now considers 
that STS has empowered her to feel 
comfortable, as a woman of science 
within academia, about addressing 

relevant social issues. 
She believes that 
linking STS and her 
identity is important. 
She remarked that 
studying something 
you care about makes 
you want to engage 
more fully with the 
subject, and she has 
also included this 
topic in her essays.  

Furthermore, the 
experience at STS also 
provided Stephanie 
with the courage to 
have big ambitions 
for her future, and 

these, too, are linked with her 
identity. She plans to make (mini) 
documentaries and projects about 
her group’s scientific work. She 
will put in a lot of effort to engage 
with these amazing works done by 
people like herself. Studying science 
communication in STS has provided 

her with the foundation 
for this project, since it has 
enabled her to ‘go behind the 
scenes’ to see why and how 
‘science’ holds ‘authority’ in 
the public’s eye. In class, she 
has learned how to scrutinize 
scientists to find out how 

they communicate their findings to 
the public and, most importantly, 
how they get the public to believe 
in them. This knowledge enabled 
Stephanie to promote her ancestors’ 
scientific work. So, if possible, she 
would like to remain with us at 
STS for her master’s degree. She 
is excited about the new Science 
Communication master program. ‘I 
am on board with it,’ she added.  

Beatrice Han

Being from a minority in white academia 
Stephanie Iyala
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Exploring the 
relationship between STS 
and Human Sciences 
“We are brothers and sisters; 
we speak the same language of 
interdisciplinarity.” That is what 
Professor Joe Cain said when 
I asked about the relationship 
between the STS department 
and the BSc Human Sciences 
degree. Human Sciences is one 
of the handful of degrees to 
which STS offers both elective 
and compulsory modules. 
However, something seems 
to set Human Sciences apart from 
the other degrees that STS is part 
of, on top of the fact that it is 
interdisciplinary at its core - much 
like STS. As Joe says, there is a 
feeling of a deeper understanding 
between the degree and the 
department, and if you look close 
enough, you will find Human 
Scientists all over STS! They are in 
the modules, on the programmes, in 
the staff, and even in the newsroom 
(hello!).  

A module that often comes up 
in conversations about Human 
Sciences within STS, and that seems 
to be what draws many people in, 
is Policy Issues in the Life Sciences. 
Professor Brian Balmer has taught 
it since its introduction in 1994 and 
believes that its popularity stems 
from it being an approachable 
crossover between hard science and 
a more critical STS perspective. “I 
was a biology undergraduate myself, 
and I designed this module after 
what I would have wanted to study 
at the time” he laughs. It seems to be 
working. Nadya Rauch, a third-year 
Human Sciences student took the 
module and specifically remembers 
a lecture about biopiracy and 

how the pharmaceutical industry 
is built on indigenous knowledge. 
“That blew my mind because it is 
something I’d never ever thought of. 
It was a lightbulb moment” she tells 
me and explains how she has not 
looked at science in the same way 
since.  

But what is it then that makes the 
human scientists stay within STS? 
Joe talks about students that come to 
university, “fall out of science” and 
find a new path within STS, which 
seems to be quite common among 
human scientists. Dr Simon Lock, 
who did their undergraduate degree 
in Human Sciences here at UCL 
and now is part of STS recognises 
themselves in this. "I realised I didn’t 
want to be a scientist; I wanted to 
talk about science" he says when 
describing their first interaction 
with STS. 

Others describe STS as providing 
a perspective that felt like it was 
missing. Mathilda Jurewicz and 
Sophia Wrede, two other Human 
Sciences finalists, both agree that 
taking STS modules has had an 
impact on how they approach the 
rest of their degrees. “I used to 
always trust science, because that 
is what you do” Mathilda says, 
explaining that she now approaches 
what she is taught with more 
criticism. Sophia agrees; “you need 
to be able to contextualise the 
science you do, and STS teaches you 
how to think that way.”  

Of course, not all Human Sciences 
students stay within STS. Some take 
one or a couple of modules and 
then leave. However, both Brian and 
Joe agree that this is not a failure, 
but rather simply a question of 
preferences and interests. “I count it 
as a win if we spark a conversation, 
not necessarily lead people to a 
specific answer. Because it is in the 
conversation that the ‘human’ in 
human sciences comes out” Joe says, 
and maybe it is something about 
that approach that makes us so 
similar.  

Sofia Sancho

Robbie Brown

Mathilda Jurewicz, Sophia Wrede (pictured) and Nadya Rauch, three Human 
Sciences finalists, are among the people who think that all science students should 
be made to take at least one STS module

Why are there biosciences students in STS?

“you need to be able to 
contextualise the science you 
do, and STS teaches you how 
to think that way.”
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Alexandra Evdokimenko, a 
recently graduated BSc Sociology 
and Politics of Science student, is 
currently interning as a marketing 
assistant for the InClassica 
International Music Festival 2022 
taking place in Dubai. Her job is to 
oversee social media contents and 
reaching out to potential investors. 
How did she land this internship? 
This fantastic opportunity came 
her way as she was researching her 
final-year dissertation, which is 
about technological innovations in 
the UAE. ‘I was writing about the 
country's development and doing 
interviews with people who worked 
in technology and science,’ she 
explains. It was during a visit 

to Dubai, as she was finishing her 
research, that she met one of the 
people responsible for the festival’s 

marketing sector, an encounter 
which led to the offer of this 
internship.  

Although it is not directly STS-
related, Alexandra highlights 
how her STS background and 
experience at UCL helped her 
for  this internship: ‘I used a lot 
of information that I studied in 
STS, like connecting history and 
technology.’ After the summer, 
Alexandra will start her MSc in 
Marketing, which once again 
shows that STS graduates can go 
anywhere. 

Andrea Lekare

From researching your final-year project to an 
internship in Dubai 

In February this year, students 
on the Science in Government 
module led by Dr Melanie 
Smallman got the chance to visit 
Westminster Palace. This was the 
first time since Covid that the trip 
could go through, and it was met 
with much excitement. Natálie 

Hrbková, one of the students 
on the trip, loved getting out of 
the classroom and see by herself 
where policy decisions happen. 

“The visit to the Palace of 
Westminster was absolutely 
amazing. After almost two years 

of Covid-19 disruptions, this was a 
highly memorable experience.”  

“Visiting the chambers, halls 
and lobbies, hearing about the 
history, the important events that 
took place at the exact spots, the 
meaning and significance of the 
architecture, art and design, and 
walking the path the queen walks 
was absolutely breath-taking.” 

“Going through the places where 
politics takes place really helps 
create a better picture of how it 
works. Learning the theory in 
class, this visit helped to connect 
the dots and enhanced my 
understanding of the subject.”  

“I have learned a lot more about 
Westminster and British history, 
which I really enjoyed!”

Sofia Sancho

Alexandra outside the Burj Khalifa

Students with Dr Melanie Smallman inside Westminster Palace

Learning at the Palace
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Undergraduates

Ruchi SharmaWe often wonder what 
STS graduates become 
after their years in 
the department. Here 
Alchemy spoke with three 
of them to find out what 
they’ve been up to since 
they graduated, and what 
they remember of their 
time with us.  
James Dyson, Camilla Bier, and Kate 
Balding graduated from our History 
and Philosophy of Science degree, in 
2019, 2018, and 2017, respectively. 
Yet the same course material clearly 
left an impression unique to each 
graduate – a conclusion very easily 
drawn when glancing through 
their respective LinkedIn pages. To 
find out more, Alchemy asked each 
graduate a set of identical questions, 
and although their answers varied 
as much as their career choices, a 
shared sense of appreciation for 
the eye-opening opportunities STS 
offered was prevalent throughout 
each interview.   

“STS teaches you the language of 
science, and once you are fluent 
you can do great things”

The STS course is interdisciplinary 
in nature, obliging students like 
Camilla Bier to look at problems 
from different perspectives, or study 
the same questions through the 
arguments and methodologies of 
various areas of academia. Unique 
to STS, this approach to education 
builds, in an impressionable young 

student, a critical gaze.

Recently promoted manager at 
AlphaSights, Camilla “is focused on 
connecting experts across 
industries” – adding that her STS 
degree taught her what “it really 
meant to be an expert” and credits 
STS with teaching her to question 
and critique their role. Camilla is 
not an academic, she is making a 
name for herself in the world of 
business and doing it fast. She isn't 
reading academic journals or 
writing literature reviews, but she is 
using her well-rounded STS 
education to question established 
facts, structure her approach to 

multi-layered 
issues, and 
further her 
career. STS is 
not directly 
applied to her 
work, yet she 
says with 
certainty that 

“STS is one of the core reasons I am 
where I am in the world”.   

Kate Balding told Alchemy a very 
different story, describing herself 
as an “all-rounder” through GCSEs 
and A levels, she remembers “having 
enjoyed everything”. So, when it 
came to choosing University courses 

she was immediately attracted to 
STS’s scientific approach to the arts 
and humanities.  

Just like Camila, Kate took full 
advantage of the small class sizes 
to make the most of what the 
course had to offer. In her words, 
STS “was a great personable 
environment to springboard you 
into what you genuinely want to 
do”. And springboard she did; 
focusing her efforts on the science 
of her degree she went on to write 
her dissertation on the efforts and 
influence of Peter Scott, an early 
British conservationist. Determining 
that Academia was the place for 
her, Kate branched out of her 
research to work for the academic 
journal Nature – probably one of 
if not the most reputed journal 
in the scientific realm. “If it is 
deemed worthy by the editors, it 
will probably end up on my desk” 
exclaimed Kate, talking about 
what she does for the journal. But 
once again she was specifically 
grateful for the education she 
received from STS. Stating that her 
“interdisciplinary education helps 
her get through the wide variety of 
papers she has to read”. 

As Joe Cain, Professor at UCL STS 
likes to say: “STS teaches you the 
language of science, and once you 
are fluent you can do great things 
in the STS department”. It seems 
Kate has realized this as she even 
plans to return to STS, and is in the 
middle of writing a Ph.D. proposal 
on how museums can be utilized 
to better engage the public with 
environmental conservationism. 
“STS never left me,” she said, “it 
suited me really well… I had a great 
time” … simple as that.   

STS: The doorman of young minds 

Camilla Bier
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Lastly is Environmental consultant 
at Ricardo PLC, James Dyson. 
Whether James is designing a 
climate policy for a client or 
reviewing the impact of reduced 
microplastics on an ecosystem, 
James is able to voice the few words 
every university student, one day, 
dreams of uttering: “ultimately I'm 
here because I think what I do has 
an impact”.   

James is a straight arrow and did 
not conceal that his interests did 
not always align with those of 
his STS classes. He was set on 
making a difference and believed 
that the booming environmental 
sector was the way to do it. 
Luckily for him, STS is a liberal 
department and is open to the 
interpretation and innovation of 
its students. James was able (after 
his first year) to complement his 
studies with Geology and climate 
science modules, a factor which 
he said was “very influential in 
[his] decision to pursue a career 
in climate policy”. Furthermore, 
STS’s interdisciplinarity and broad 
curriculum introduced him to the 
philosophy of science, a subject area 
in which he found a deep interest. 
Third-year James was able to cap off 
his STS education by combining the 
environmental academia with that 
of the philosophy of information 
through his dissertation. 

A year-long project that allows 
students to dive deep into their 
preferred subjects and curate 
their own education. STS is an 
accommodating department and as 
long as you have the determination 
and the ability to take your own 
initiative as James did, STS can be 
immensely rewarding.   

Pierre-Elie Balsan 

Careers
STS doesn’t prepare students for one specific career path. Our degree programmes provide students with 
a wide range of skills that can be applied across multiple careers. Our philosophy of Flexible Futures is 
designed to maximize career options, and it aims to expand students’ horizons, making them able to 
navigate and understand the world we live in, thus allowing them to find the career that suits them best.

For graduates from our BSc programmes:

Our most recent data is from students who graduated in 2016-17. It reported:

• 89% in study or work 15 months after graduation

• £33,000 average salary reported for full-time working graduates

(Source: UCL Tableau: Graduate Outcomes 2017-18)

For more information about careers associated with STS:

www.ucl.ac.uk/sts/careers

https://soundcloud.com/we-are-sts/2-talking-careers-with-dr-jean-baptiste-gouyon-sts-careers-tutor

Kate Balding 

 James Dyson
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Master's Students

Ruchi Sharma
UCL STS introduces 
its new MSc in Science 
Communication 
In September of this year, STS will 
open its doors to the first cohort of 
students on the new MSc in Science 
Communication. A project that has 
been in the making since 2018. The 
goal with the programme is to give 
students the ability to communicate 
science with a critical and analytical 
eye. “I think we need to move away 
from science communication as 
public relations of science”, says 
Dr Jean-Baptiste Gouyon, who co-
directs the programme together 
with Dr Melanie Smallman.  “What 
we want to do with this programme 
is produce people who are able 
to communicate science in a 
way which is appropriate from a 
practical and technical perspective, 
but who also can adopt some type 
of critical distance to science.” 

This new programme combines 
theory and practice. Alongside 
the academics and experts from 
STS, three practitioners have been 
brought in. Richard Fisher, senior 
commissioning editor at BBC 
Future, is teaching “Digital Media 
skills for Science Communication” 
and is very excited to properly get 
into teaching, something that has 
long been a goal for him. “You get 
to a point in your career where 
you want to pass things on and 
help young journalists” he says, 

explaining that his module will 
give important insight into the ever 
changing demands of the digital 
audience.

Helen Pearson, Chief Magazine 
Editor for Nature, iscoming along 
to teach a ”Science writing” module. 
The aim with this course is for  
students  to get an actual feel for 
the profession. “You can’t know 
if science writing is for you unless 
you try it” she says, and continues 
to explain that with her newsrooms 
experience she is hoping to help 
students build the portfolio that is 
crucial to get a job in the industry. 
She also hopes that students will 

leave with a 
combined passion 
for both science 
and writing, 
something that 
she feels very 
strongly herself. 
Noah Baker, chief 
multimedia editor 
at Nature, on his 
part, will deliver 

an intensive course on video and 
podcast production.

Dr Stephen Hughes, who will be 
teaching “Engaging the Public with 
Science” points out that theory is an 
important complement to practical 
skills, as it provides students with a 
deeper insight into the complexities 
of being human: “Communication 
is really about humans, I will always 
come back to that human part 
of it”. He mentions that these 
complexities are what he will be 

looking for in the work of his 
students as well. “We are not just 
expecting students to aim for sheer 
clarity or precision of information 
transferrals. We also want them to 
be sensitive to cultural contexts, 
politics and social affairs”.

The interdisciplinary nature of 
the STS department at UCL, 
along with its global perspective, 
makes it the perfect place for a 
science communication degree, 
Dr Charlotte Sleigh points out. 
Charlotte has specifically worked to 
develop some of the core modules 
for the programme, for example 
“Science Communication in a 
Global Perspective”. A module 
she describes as exciting because it 
has a “critical bite”. “A great thing 
about this programme is that it 
constantly has one eye checking 
on the global justice issues of the 
stories we tell about science” she 
continues, echoing the desire to not 
be “advertisers for science”. 

Amidst all of the buzz and 
excitement surrounding this 
new programme the prospective 
students, unsurprisingly, take a 
central role.“I hope they come 
out realising that they are part of 
what makes science” Charlotte 
says. Richard mentions that he is 
looking forward to creating a sense 
of community, and to learning 
from his students as well. Stephen 
emphasises that there are “no easy 
answers” to the issues that the 
graduates will be facing. “Science 
communication is difficult” he 
says, but he has high hopes that 
the students graduating from this 
programme will have the right 
tools and approaches to do things 
better.

Sofia Sancho 

The right tools for the job 

"We are not just expecting students 
to aim for clarity or precision of 
information transferrals. We want 
them to be sensitive to cultural 
contexts, politics and social affairs"
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Curating experiences with Paula Munoz 

Master's Students

In a world where the advancement 
of science is so tightly linked 
to society, effective science 
communication has become more 
important than ever. Master’s 
student, Paula Munoz, is dedicated 
in her pursuit towards this 
component of STS. Originally from 
Chile, Paula specializes in strategic 
and corporate communication. 
She completed her undergraduate 
in Journalism and Social 
Communication at the University of 
Chile, where she now serves as the 
Head of Communication at the Vice 
Rector's Office for Research and 
Development. While in Chile, Paula 
felt a lack of scientific context and 
public policy emphasis in science 
communication in her country 
and thus decided to broaden her 
expertise by choosing STS as her 
Master’s degree: 

“STS is an approach that has 
allowed me to discover that science 
and technology are political issues 
and, as such, require democracy 
and participation. Therefore, 
the master's degree has been an 
opportunity to look at science 
from different perspectives. As a 
communications professional and as 
a citizen living in a hyper-connected 
world, I have learned a lot.” she says. 

Among the modules she took, 
“Curating Science and Technology” 
particularly stood out to her. Paula 
believes that museums are a key 
element of science culture and when 
asked why she chose this module, 
she explains: “As a journalist, I see 
museums as research tools. They 
are places that preserve stories and 
narratives through objects and the 
relationship of these objects to the 
public.” 

The weekly seminars and meetings 
for the module took place at 
the prestigious London Science 

Museum, where students met 
and interacted with curators 
from different backgrounds and 
experiences. Along with facilitating 
open discussions 
in the classroom, 
instructors also 
arranged for behind 
the scenes tours and 
visits to the different 
galleries with their 
respective curators. 
Such unprecedented 
access changed Paula’s perception of 
museums: “From now on, I'll never 
look at museums in the same way 
again because they are spaces that 
embed multiple narratives, stories 
and perspectives.”  

For Paula, this course was the 
perfect opportunity to learn 
about curatorial work. Along with 
exploring the museum’s 
history as an institution, 
she became fascinated 
with the messages 
hidden in the displays. 
“Scientific-technological 
artifacts can involve 
different histories and 
meanings depending on 
how they are displayed 
and with whom they 
relate in the museum 
space”, she says.  

Students had to present their own 
learning and findings in the shape 
of a presentation and a research 
essay. Module leader, Dr Nicola 
Froggatt, who is also research 
manager at the Science Museum, 
reflected on the students’ work: 
“I was particularly impressed by 
how students, including some 
who hadn’t previously done much 
object-centered research, told 
compelling narratives about these 
complex items and analyzed their 
significance. In different ways, I 
thought the essays all ended up 

grappling with a single underlying 
question: why do museums and 
their contents matter to science, 
technology and medicine?” 

Paula wrote her final 
essay on the history of 
contraceptives which,  
she believes, invite 
reflection on a broad 
range of topics: the 
60s’ sexual freedom 
movement, their use as 

an opportunity to separate 
sex from reproduction and unite it 
with pleasure, the adverse effects 
on health associated to their use, 
or the colonial and racial history 
behind the development of the 
contraceptive pill. 

Paula is now working on 
incorporating her learnings in her 

dissertation which explores how PR 
practices can shape, interfere with, 
and limit science communication 
in Chilean universities. She is 
determined to contribute to her 
country’s R&I ecosystem  during 
her time in London. With her 
existent credentials and the fresh 
perspectives she learned at STS, she 
hopes to refine the intersections 
between corporate communication 
and scientific dissemination to 
open spaces for dialogue and 
participation with different 
audiences.

Roha Ali Khan

Paula Munoz 

"STS is an approach that has 
allowed me to discover that 
science and technology are 
political issues."
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Master's Students

‘It was always either philosophy, 
or history, or science, and I 
thought it was a very annoying 
thing; to not be able to quite 
fully undertake what I enjoyed’, 
says Archie Elliott, STS Lead 
Student Representative for 
2021-22. Most universities, 
he keeps on, do not have a 
department that specialises 
on what interests him the 
most: the combined history 
and philosophy of science, 
especially of Greek Science. 
After his undergraduate degree, 
Archie decided to take it upon 
himself and hit the marvellous 
world of the internet and 
type in his precise interests. 
UCL’s Science and Technology 
Studies page showed up, Archie 
clicked on it, and the rest is 
history. Since then, Archie has 
played an influential role in 
the STS department, due to 
his involvement as the Lead 
Student Representative. ‘Student 
Reps’ represent students at 
academic committees and other 
activities, with the intention 
to bring about change within 
UCL. And as Archie explains, 
being a Student Rep certainly 
provides a unique perspective 
to the different scenarios where 
students’ voices matter and 
are taken into consideration. 
Although Archie had previously 
held the role of a student rep 
back, as an undergraduate, 
his foremost motivation to 
become Lead Rep this year 
came down to helping other 
students communicate their 
thoughts, problems, and 
inquiries with the department, 
to help both the students and 
the staff. He describes being a 
Lead rep as ‘filling the gap and 
becoming the vehicle between 

what people want to be doing 
but do not know how to and 
putting in place actual change’. 
This is especially important 
to Archie as he believes we 
share a collective feeling of 
recovery, after a pandemic that 
completely bunged social events 
(amongst many other things) 
and has left a long-lasting 
impact on social interactions. 

On top of working on his MSc 
degree and his dissertation, 
Archie has been proactive at 
testing the waters and making 
the move towards more in-
person events, trying to find the 
balance between getting people 
to interact and understanding 
the safety concerns of some 
other people. He calls it the 
‘’Project Get Back Together’. 

‘The communication and the 
relationships you build, on 
top of learning about other 
people’s experiences, is the 
biggest reward’. 

Archie’s successful endeavours 
include socials, guest speakers, 
and field trips. His most recent 
events were an MSc cohort field 
trip to Kew Gardens, a Lunar 
Society lecture with guest 
speaker Professor Stephen John 
on epistemological free-riding 
and the MMR controversy, and 
a staff and postgrad students’ 
dinner, amongst others. 

For Archie, taking on the role 
of the Lead Rep has been a 
wonderful experience: ‘the 
communication and the 
relationships you build, on 
top of learning about other 

people’s experiences, is the 
biggest reward’. His efforts to 
create a safe space for students 
has allowed him to connect 
with both students and staff 
and has provided him with 
skills that will last for a lifetime. 
'Finding a really solid ground 
to communicate with other 

Student Reps and 
staying connected 
with your cohort ' are 
some of Archie's tips 
for doing your best job 
as a Student Rep. 

Andrea Lekare

A day in the life of a student representative

Archie's top three near-
campus spots:  

1: Print Room Café, UCL 
Bloomsbury Campus: Wonderful 
ambiance, great cheap-student-
made-coffee, and scenic 
Location: 136 Gower St, 

2: Skoob Books: second-hand 
books.
As a student, one must look for 
good deals. Best place to save some 
money and get second-hand books. 
Location: 66 The Brunswick off, 

3: Jazz night at Phineas Bar, UCL 
Bloomsbury Campus: Student 
union-bar run hosting live jazz 
performances on Tuesdays.
Location: 25 Gordon St

Archie Elliott 
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PhD Students

A professional musician or a PhD student? 

Nathan Bossoh has always felt as 
though he was living a double life. 
A PhD history and philosophy of 
science in the department of Science 
and Technology Studies (STS), he 
is also a musician playing diverse 
types of music – from jazz to soul, 
gospel, and various African styles. 
‘It surprises quite a few people,’ 
Nathan commented when asked 
about being both an STS PhD student 
and a professional musician. Nathan 
switches between these identities, 
depending on who he is with. When 
he is in the music community, he is 
90% musician and 10% academic. 
However, the situation is completely 
reversed when he is surrounded by 
people within academia: they see 
him as 90% academic and only 10% 
musician. He admits that it is a unique 
experience for him, saying, ‘I have 
two completely different identities.’ 
Furthermore, having something 
besides his degree helps him to avoid 
‘going absolutely crazy doing the PhD.’ 
Consequently, although the double life 
can be hard to maneuver sometimes, it 
is beneficial. Music, despite sounding 
like a mere add-on to academic life, 
has in fact shared a long history with 
him. His parents immigrated from 
Ghana 30 years ago, where music plays 
a particularly significant role in their 
community. Hence, it was no surprise 
to find out that Nathan is from a music 
background in his undergraduate 
education.  

There are many reasons why Nathan 
chose to switch to STS. ‘Well, it was 

STS that chose me by 
being the only program 
to accept me,’ Nathan 
joked. Nonetheless, in 
reality, Nathan, himself 
a religious person, has 
for a long time been 
fascinated by the debate 
between Christian and 
non-Christian scientists. 

Nathan added, ‘I have attended 
church for my whole life.’ In his 
undergraduate years, he came across 
the Christian and non-Christian 
debate about evolution, the origin of 
human beings, the age of earth, and 
so many other things. He used to 
watch dozens of YouTube videos on 
these subjects for hours at a time as if 
engaged in a process of self-
exploration.

"Not many Africans and 
people from the diaspora 
enter into STS in a western 
context, and I find it 
intriguing. " 

 
Nevertheless, entering STS was an 
unusual move for someone with his 
background. ‘Not many Africans and 
people from the diaspora enter into 
STS in a western context, and, in that 
sense, I find it intriguing,’ said 
Nathan. Historically speaking, the 
idea of science is such a westernized 
one: his communities did not 
necessarily consider science’s 
importance the same way as from a 
western perspective. In contrast, 
religion and Christianity are very 
much essential. Therefore, Nathan has 
always viewed science from the 
perspective of a Christian with an 
African heritage. STS has provided 
him with the opportunity to look 

deep into what separates science 
from religion. he has truly delved 
into the study of themes, such as the 
relationship of race, empire, and 
religion with science. ‘They are all 
immanent in understanding why the 
narrative is the way it is today,’ 
Nathan explained, ‘the African 
engagement isn’t as much as the 
western engagement in terms of 
explaining science.’  

His identity has inspired him to 
produce great works in STS as 
well. He has been researching both 
the modern and the historical 
global insight on British and the 
British Empire’s history of science, 
technology, and innovation and 
how these aspects entangle with 

race, colonial era empires, 
and religion. ‘That means 
a lot to someone like me,’ 
Nathan stressed, ‘I pay a lot 
of attention to what role the 
western countries play and 
what role Africa plays.’ In 
addition, identity is a huge 
inspiration for his plan for 
future works. He would like 
to continue researching the 
history of African science, 
and the relationship between 

religion, race, empire, and science, 
but he would also make sure that his 
studies are relevant to the modern 
context. ‘I’m interested in linking 
this research with present policy,’ he 
elaborated,’ and pushing historical 
work beyond mere history.’ Nathan 
felt that STS’s diversity has helped 
with this too. In STS, he has been 
given the opportunity to work 
not only with historians, but also 
philosophers, sociologists and so 
many other kinds of people from all 
academic fields. Therefore, he now 
can map his future by choosing from 
multiple routes. 

Beatrice Han 

STS PhD student Nathan Bossoh on stage with his band
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A conversation with PhD 
student Ryan Francis
“It’s all about having that confidence 
- my research is good, and it 
has a lot of positive benefits for 
philosophy, and I’d like for people 
to hear it.” In March 2022, STS 
PhD student Ryan Francis got the 
chance to present his research at the 
Middle Combination Room (MCR) 
seminar night, organised by the 
postgraduates of Downing College 
in Cambridge, where he also is an 
affiliate student. Three PhD’s are 
allowed to present their work each 
term, and when Ryan first applied 
in the autumn, he was not elected. 
Persistent he applied again, and 
come spring, was chosen to present 
his research.  

It was the first time he got to show 
off his work in such a setting, 
and Ryan notes that it has been 
immensely helpful in pushing 
him that extra bit forward in his 

research. “You really do get cross-
examined [...] it forces you to think 
about things you might not have 
beforehand”, he says. Ryan's PhD 
is inherently interdisciplinary. It 
combines philosophy, epistemology, 
and statistics to solve the problem 
that untestable theories, such as 
string theory, pose to physics in 
particular, and science in general. 
Historically, science has put a 
heavy focus on the ability to test 
and prove theories. But research 
in physics is now being faced with 
the issue of big theories explaining 
the composition of the universe 
being virtually untestable. Ryan is 
working on a framework that can 
help compare and evaluate these 
theories.  

“I always had this thirst for 
reading between the lines, I 
knew that what I was being 
taught as an undergrad and 
masters was not everything " 

He was only allowed 20 minutes to 
present his thesis, then followed ten 
minutes of questions. Explaining 
his work in such a brief time was 
not easy. But looking back at the 
challenge, Ryan is nothing but 
positive. “Some of the questions, 
especially from one of my mates 
here, is going to feed back into my 
research; which is fantastic.”  

Ryan tells me that the idea for 
his thesis came to him during his 
studies on the MSci in Physics at 
UCL. He had always been interested 
in philosophy, and while he was not 
fully aware of the field of philosophy 

of science, he found himself 
questioning some of the theories 
and models he was being taught in 
his science degree. “I always had this 
thirst for reading between the lines, 
I knew that what I was being taught 
as an undergrad and masters was 
not everything” he says. But, as he 
explains, this type of thinking is not 
particularly encouraged in physics 
students. In his third year, Ryan 
argued his way into being allowed 
to take a module in Philosophy of 
Natural Sciences at STS, where he 
first got introduced to Professor 
Emma Tobin who is now his 
supervisor.  While it became clear to 
him early on that the philosophy of 
science was his topic of choice, Ryan 
does not regret his physics degree. 

On the contrary, it has 
given him vital insights 
into the technicalities 
of the field which are 
proving helpful for his 
current research. “I am 
still a physicist,” he tells 
me, and says that even if 
he could go back in time, 
he would not change 
his undergraduate and 
master's degree. 

Sofia Sancho

From physics to philosophy 

Ryan Francis has had a busy year. On 
top of his PhD and preparing for the MCR 
seminar night, he has also been an intern 
at the Centre for Science and Policy at 
Cambridge, played on Downing College’s 
1st football team (he is going to be captain 
next year), and assisted with teaching on 
three undergraduate modules at the STS 
department here at UCL. And he is not 
planning to slow down anytime soon.” .

PhD Students

Ryan Francis talked at the Middle 
Combination Room (MCR) 
seminar night, at Downing College 
in Cambridge
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Reclaiming AI ethics

Technological paranoia has existed 
through the ages and has inspired 
some of the most successful novels 
of all time. So the dystopian fear of 
being replaced and even oppressed 
by a more intelligent entity still finds 
a firm grip in the shared accounts 
surrounding the development 
of Artificial Intelligence. Yet the 
question remains as to who has 
the right to spin this narrative and 
who has the right to contribute to 
a conversation with extraordinary 
ethical implications that affect us all 
directly. PhD. candidates Jaspreet 
Jagdev (from STS at UCL) and 
Jakob Zeitler (from the UCL AI lab) 
are trying to rectify the situation by 
democratizing and expanding the 
conversations around AI ethics.  
Proceeding from the belief 
that Ethics are to be negotiated 
in society, Jaspreet and Jakob 
organized monthly seminars with 
Researchers at the UCL AI lab 
working at the forefront of artificial 
intelligence research. With the goal 
of provoking ethical discussion 
on matters of race and reliability, 
the researchers would be forced 
to converse and consider the 
consequences of their work. Jakob 
concerningly illustrated the severity 
of the talks by asking  “what if we 
misidentify an individual and they 
get sent to prison?”. This is not a 
general discussion of AI ethics one 
might find in any undergraduate 

curriculum. This is a statement of 
personal intent. Note the “we” in 
Jakob's hypothetical question; as a 
postgraduate student researcher in 
computer science, this is an issue 
of which he may very well have to 
remain conscious of. Considering 
the personal dimension of ethics 
in AI research Jaspreet stressed 

the importance of creating a space 
for such conversations to occur; 
especially since they found an utter 
lack of such dialogue in the AI 
community. 

Taking their project a step further, 
Jaspreet and Jakob organized 
another interactive seminar 
at the Cumberland Lodge and 
asked people to discuss six broad 
questions spanning from an 
individual's relationship with faith 
and AI to their general trust in the 
technology in question. Although 
it may sound strange to connect 
faith and AI it is once again all 
about the conversation. To build 
and structure a dialogue of trust 
they are expanding the discussion 
to faith and then asking how as 
Jakob puts it, “faith influences my 
personal trust in AI”. Yet the hidden 
gem in these discussions was the 
interdisciplinarity of the crowd 
they managed to cram together 
in one place. This event expanded 
the discussion to experts in many 
humanities disciplines and had 
them consult with the researchers 
from the AI community.  
Jaspreet and Jakob's ambitions 
for this project go far beyond 
nurturing an important discussion. 
By using an STS-based outlook 
and acknowledging the historical 
development of technology Jaspreet 
and Jakob orient themselves around 
Jakob's simple remark; that “trust 

in any innovation has always been a 
big problem”. They stressed the fact 
that a “nonexpert inevitably has to 
trust the expert's work” and without 
effort into building and fostering 
said relationship the dystopian 
narrative of AI will be allowed to 
persist. So by initiating a dialogue 
with those working on AI, opening 
it up to experts in other domains, 
and finally conversing with non-
experts, Jaspreet and Jakob hope to 
establish and build a relationship of 
trust among experts and especially 
with non-experts as well.  

These conversations, this focus 
on the individual's opinion, are 
so important because they are 
neglected by AI policymakers 
and in academic. This project was 
made possible by a grant from 
UCL Grand Challenges (www.ucl.
ac.uk/grand-challenges/), which 
encouraged them to be “deliberately 
provocative.” Freed from the 
constraints of time and money, 
Jaspreet and Jakob will be able to 
produce a bottom-up and grassroots 
piece of academic literature that 
will include the opinions expressed 
by a diverse set of people and 
backgrounds. Academia is a 
battleground of storytelling and 
through unorthodox projects such 
as this one STS is fighting for a more 
inclusive narrative.  

Pierre-Elie Balsan 

PhD Students

Jakob Zeitler  Jaspreet Jagdev
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A slice of PhD student Xiaoyu Liu’s life
‘Sometimes you just need 
to be not that careful’  
Xiaoyu Liu’s journey at STS 
department started three years 
ago when she joined as a Master’s 
student. From pursuing a PhD 
in History of Geology in early 
20th Century Britain to being 
a teaching’s assistant for three 
modules, her experience has been a 
truly exhilarating one.  

Currently conducting research on 
the traditional geological inventions 
of the late 19th and early 20th 
century, Xiaoyu is interested in 
uncovering the stories of transition 
between the different methods of 
conducting geological work. While 
studying how the primary method 
of excavation evolved into reflection 
seismology techniques to obtain 
subsurface geological information, 
she also hopes to explore the 
history and stature of physics in the 
scientific world, and the reasons 
for its high statures and precedence 
over other sciences.  

Xiaoyu explains her reason for 
choosing STS as nothing but a keen 
and pure curiosity for knowing the 
history of the scientific world. When 
asked about the relevance of STS 
in today’s world, she sums up the 
essence of the field brilliantly: “In 
the contemporary world, it is getting 
harder for anyone to avoid the topics 
around science. STS doesn’t provide 
a taster into different disciplines; 
that would be impossible. Rather, it 
provides an advocacy, an argument, 
on the different questions - and 
knowledge and thinking models 
behind these questions - with which 
one can look at the world.  "  

When reflecting on how she has 
grown as a person and a professional 
since joining STS, Xiaoyu expresses 
her gratitude for the staff who 
have not only imparted her 
knowledge and guidance, but also 
a profound sense of confidence and 
support. Comparing her previous 
experiences to the department 
culture here, Xiaoyu feels that: 
“The faculty here regard me as an 
independent and grown up scholar 
instead of one who is inferior; they 
encourage me more than I could 
encourage myself.”

Research on geology is not the 
only thing that keeps Xiaoyu 
busy. She has been a teaching 
assistant for three modules and 
loves to stay well integrated with 
the different ongoing events in the 
department. Recently, she traveled 
to Cumberland Lodge with 10 fellow 
PhD students for a writing retreat. 
Apart from reflecting on her work 
in the tranquil and picturesque 
environment, she took the 
opportunity to explore neighboring 
ponds, gardens, and historical places 
around the lodge. Her 3 mile long 
trek to Windsor was a particular 
highlight of the trip. “Apart from 
vague silhouette of cottages and 
playgrounds along the way, I had 
more fun watching passers-by 
wearing bunny ear headbands than 
anything else”, she shares, as she 
reflects on the little details that 
made the retreat a memorable one. 
Despite growing up with a reserved 
nature, Xiaoyu shares that being at 
STS has expanded her horizons by 
opening herself up to opportunities 
of growth within and beyond 
academia, providing her with 
the courage to take more risks. 

"Sometimes you just need to be 
not that careful", she says, “There 
is much more in the world that is 
worth exploring. Initially, I foresaw 
my career as only in academia, 
but now I think I would be able to 
handle much more. My journey here 
has reinforced two vital aspects of 
my growth: the knowledge about 
the world and knowledge of my own 
ability and ambition”. 

Roha Ali Khan 

PhD Students

Xiaoyu Liu

UCL Department of Science 
and Technology Studies (STS) 
offers postgraduate degrees 
of MPhil and PHD, in the 
subjects areas of History 
and Philosophy of Science 
and Science and Technology 
Studies. PhD graduates at 
UCL STS have continued to 
successful academic careers in 
the UK and overseas.
Find out more: www.ucl.
ac.uk/sts/study-here/phd-
programme.
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A perfect getaway  

PhD students from the STS Department 
outside of Cumberland Lodge where they 
went on a writing retreat. 

In spring 2022, STS PhD 
students went on a writing 
retreat at Cumberland 
Lodge, to help them bring 
back creativity in thier 
work. 

On the weekend of 8th April, the 
STS department organized a writing 
retreat for the PhD students to the 
renowned Cumberland Lodge in 
Windsor Great Park. The retreat 
was meant to serve as a weekend 
getaway for the students to be 
able to escape from the hustle of 
the Big Smoke and get a chance 
to devotedly reflect on their 
respective works. “It was nice to 
be in a space where nothing else 
was expected of you (we were fed, 
we had our rooms cleaned etc.) so 
our minds were free to think and 
write”, says Solange Rokia, one of 
the PhD students on the trip. 

A Grade II listed country house 
originally built in the 17th 
century, the Cumberland House 

was a Royal 
Residence for 
the Rangers of 
the Great Park 
for many years. 
Since 1947, it 
has been home 
to a charitable 
foundation 
that has made 
it into a station 
for residential 
conferences, 
lectures and 

discussions about social and ethical 
issues. Its Grade I listed gardens, 
exquisite architecture and natural 
surroundings makes it a prime 
location for a writing retreat for 
students to get their creative juices 
flowing. To make the most out of 
their visit, the students mutually 
agreed on a schedule to not only 
work but also explore the area 
to the fullest. Jesse Garrison, 
another student, reflects on the 
extracurricular aspects of the 
retreat: “Our walk to the church was 
nice as we got to talk with students 
from other universities. The service 
was as expected but the church 
was beautiful and it highlighted, 
even more than the lodge, the 
connections of the whole place to 

the Royal family.” 
 When asked about their experience, 
some students expressed their 
appreciation of the productivity 
that came out of the trip. Xiaoyu 
Liu shares: “I think the most helpful 
part of the retreat was that, by 
making writing my main focus, I 
can begin to develop the habit of 
diving into my writing for some 
time or some pages every day, 
which is not that easy in the vibrant 
daily life.” On the other hand, 
other students considered the sense 
of community and support they 
felt amongst themselves to be the 
biggest highlight. Cecelie recalls 
her favorite aspect of the trip: “We 
were able to talk about each other’s 
research plans (which conferences, 
funding or events we would like to 
apply for, go to or attend… that kind 
of exchange is always very valuable.” 
Collectively, it was an experience 
much needed and cherished by all 
the students involved, giving them a 
chance to refresh, share and connect 
with one another on a meaningful 
platform. There’s nothing like travel 
to revive one’s from the weariness of 
everyday routine. 

Roha Ali Khan

PhD Students

Cumberland Lodge where a group of STS PhD students spent a writing 
retreat in Spring 2022.
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Staff

 UCL STS lecturer Dr Tiago Mata’s path 

“It’s an intellectual match.” For 
Dr Tiago Mata, lecturer in the 
STS department, the phrase he 
repeatedly used appears to be 
the thread that binds a career in 
academia. His intellectual journey 
continues to shape a path spanning 
countries and continents.  
Our conversation took place over 
Teams as he pushed his five-
months-old’s buggy around the 
streets near his home for a morning 
nap. “My time is no longer my 
own,” he joked. If he had a little 
more, he says he would play football 
more frequently or keep more 
closely up-to-date with current 
affairs in each of the countries – 
Portugal, Germany and the UK – 
that he has ties to.  

His next stop is a year’s sabbatical 
in Germany at the Humboldt 
University Berlin. As visiting chair 
of Economic and Social History, Dr 
Mata will support the final stages of 

a project that explores 
how expectations 
of government 
shape markets. He’s 
confident that the 
academic side will 
proceed smoothly.  
“I'm looking forward 
to it. I know some 
of these people now 
because the people 
that I'm going to 
collaborate with at 
the Humboldt were 
in London over the 
last few months at the 
German Historical 
Institute. We ran a 
workshop together. 
They’re really nice 
people and the 
intellectual match is 
very interesting.” 

He also plans to 
spend time constructing a 
grant application for his next 
big project – researching the 
public understanding of finance. 
He explained that there is “a 
perception that public policy has 
been displaced by news about 
markets” across the past 40 
years.  His research would ask 
“typical STS questions” about 
the communication of financial 
ideas and public contributions to 
knowledge that governs their lives. 
But this journey to Berlin and 
research beyond it began much 
earlier. After studying Economics at 
the Technical University of Lisbon, 
Dr Mata knew that he wanted to 
continue in academia but initially 
didn’t know what he would study.  
“I wanted full-time research and 
intellectual work and going away 
[from Portugal] was the way to 
ensure that,” he told me. The 

first port of call was an MPhil in 
Economics at Cambridge supported 
by a grant from the British Council. 
This taught him that graduate work 
in economic theory would not 
satisfy him.  

“I was just not interested in the 
way they think with mathematics 
and the kind of questions they 
were asking. But I was still quite 
interested in the broader ‘What 
are the issues that economists are 
engaged with?’ and I was interested 
in learning a different type of 
economics.” 
He started to find this better 
intellectual match whilst 
researching his PhD at the LSE. His 
supervisor pointed him towards 
STS literature and techniques as 
a way to engage with the history 
of his discipline. But it was 
postdoctoral work at the UCL STS 
department that set him on his 
current course. 

“Immediately after my PhD, I 
was a postdoc at UCL for eight 
months. That experience is what 
put me on this path towards the 
communication of economics 
which is still the one I'm on.” 

The UCL postdoc led to two years’ 
further study in the US, followed 
by European Research Council 
funding for what became his 
five-year Economics in the Public 
Sphere project began at Cambridge 
then finishing back at UCL STS 
where he has remained since. 

“It feels almost like destiny that I 
went on these intellectual journeys. 
And I came back to where it all 
started.”  

Dan Sharpe

Dr Tiago Mata, Associate professor in Science and 
Technology studies, specialises in the history and 
sociology of economics and political science. 
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The STS department owes its 
profundity to its researchers who 
bring contextual knowledge and 
insight into the different from a 
variety of different backgrounds. 
In Fall 2021, Michel Wahome 
joined the department as a newly 
appointed lecturer in Science, 
Technology and Society. With a 
background in environmental 
science, Michel hopes to integrate 
her knowledge and experience as 
a transdisciplinary researcher to 
explore scientific production from a 
postcolonial lens.

Michel completed her 
undergraduate degree in 
environmental science from the 
university of Waterloo with minors 
in biology and chemistry. Having 
a personal inclination towards the 
social aspect of the discipline, she 
took a course in environmental 
economics, during which she was 

introduced to the different modes 
of critical thinking and information 
assessment by her teacher. Upon 
completing her undergraduate, 
she returned to her hometown 
Nairobi, where she interned at 
the Environmental Authority of 
Kenya. Soon after, she started her 
professional career at the World 
Agriculture Forestry Center as a 
Researcher for the Deputy General 
as well as a Partnership Officer for 
the organization. While writing 
a book on Conservation and 
Biological diversity with fellow 
colleagues and scholars, she was 
inspired to pursue postgraduate 
degrees, and soon started her 
Master’s in Environment and 
Science Policy at Bard College in 
New York.

It is at this moment that she first 
encountered interdisciplinary work, 
and where she started developing 
a taste for STS. As part of her 
degree requirement at Bard, Michel 
assumed a post at an NGO based 
in Washington DC  to develop 
Social Policies that would ensure 
sustainability and minimum 
disruption amongst the local 
communities following the growth 
of large scale corporations.  “It was 
the first time I disconnected from 
pure scientific research”, she says, 
“What made it so interesting was 
the grassroot level work happening 
there; the ethos and social 
orientation of the organization is 
what made the experience a unique 
one for me.” 

Michel then thought she was 
done with academia. She became 
Program Manager at the New York 
Academy of Science in Innovation 
and Sustainability.  But through 
this work she began questioning 
what “innovation” means. “There 
was growing consensus about 

innovation and what it looks like 
that left out the variety and scope 
of how it actually took place. A lot 
of advice we gave was one size fits 
all approach; I felt it was imposing 
a worldview or propagating 
normative standards that were not 
related to the context in which 
the advice was being given. At the 
same time, research clusters were 
developing about how you could 
simply replicate the success of 
certain places - like those in the US - 
and bring about innovation in other 
places.” Thus began Michel’s interest 
in understanding the role of context 
in research and innovation.  

Her next move was to study the 
developing digital economy of 
Nairobi, in Kenya. “I was interested 
in studying an emerging innovation 
space, and assess if and how it was 
different from other innovation 
spaces and how it diverted from the 
consensus”, she says. “I chose this 
as my doctoral work because Kenya 
was home and I thought I would be 
able to integrate and be trusted there 
to produce an ethnography that was 
deeply informed by context, while 
being able to interpret things from 
the ground lens.” 

 She was particularly inspired 
by David Bloor’s symmetry 
principle, which allowed her to 
take knowledge claims as they are 
without having to compare them 
to others, and used it along with 
other STS theories to describe 
her research in Nairobi. “That is 
what stood out in STS for me; the 
idea of meeting people where they 
are… and the fact that STS is very 
interested in context, very aware of 
how social issues will affect what 
people think is a “universal” or 
“scientific” methodology.”  

Before joining the STS department, 

 Michel Wahome’s journey to STS 

Dr Michel Wahome, lecturer in 
Science Technology and Society is 
one of the newest members of staff 
in the STS department.
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Michel worked at the One Ocean 
Hub as a Responsible Research 
and Innovation Fellow and at 
the Tomorrow’s Cities Hub as 
an evaluator. This gave her the 
opportunity to not only conduct 
ethnography but also evaluate and 
compare the knowledge and impact 
of two prominent organizations, 
providing her profound insight 
into how research was translated 
into practice in different social 
contexts. While reflecting on the 
most valuable takeaway from 
this experience, Michel shares: 
“While working at the  One Ocean 
Hub I became very interested in 
the idea of transdisciplinary and 
collaborative research; that if you 

really want to have impact on 
the ground, the people who will 
be impacted need to be involved 
in conducting the research. The 
knowledge that they hold is a form 
of expertise itself.” 

Here at STS Michel still views 
collaborative research as a 
decolonizing practice and 
incorporates it in her teaching. 
She also has involved herself 
with Athena Swan, and worked 
with the team on expanding 
the project to include a more 
intersectional approach while still 
keeping gender as main criteria. 
At present, Michel is beginning 
to turn onto STS the insights she’s 

gained from her transdisciplinary 
pathway: “I arrived at STS with 
an awareness that there is no one 
size fits all when it comes to the 
development of technology or the 
production of science, however 
this understanding deepened 
as I interacted with more STS 
discourses. So much so that I began 
to see that in some ways STS was 
guilty of what it accuses scientific 
disciplines of doing e.g. assuming 
a work’s universality.” In her work, 
Michel is relentless  in questioning 
and deconstructing sociotechnical 
narratives.   

Roha Ali Khan

Staffing News 
The 2021-22 Academic year saw a number of changes within our Department:

STS Welcomed two new staff member in 2021-22:

• In March, we welcomed Saheli Datta Burton to the Department in her role as teaching lectureship and will 
be working on the Department's Responsible Innovation activities. 
Her research combines STS, policy studies, and political economy to examine digitalisation, trust issues 
in the routinisation of artificial intelligence driven transformation, ideation of value in health policy 
and decolonisation in science governance. This will definitely be of interest to quite a few people in the 
Department!

• We also welcomed Dr. Siabhainn Russell who joins as research fellow on the UKRI Empowering Future 
Care Workforces project. Siabhainn brings a tonne of research, policy and teaching experience to the 
department. She joins us from the National Institute of Health Research's funded "Flourishing Lives 
project" (Manchester Met and Oxford), where she used a Capability Approach to help support workers 
think about how they could provide better support as part of their day-to-day activities - work she did 
through a series of really creative online workshops

We said a fond farewell to 

• Professor Sarah Edwards who left to join the STEaPP team in January 2022.

• Amy Unsworth went on to a new role as Lecturer in Science & Society for the Natural Sciences 
programme in March 2022 

• Dr Maria Kiladi left in August 2022. Maria has worked within UCL for 14 years and joined STS in 2019.

• We wish them all the best of luck!
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On 17 May 2022, the 
UCL STS community 
gathered to celebrate 
the 100th anniversary 
of the department and 
commemorate the work 
and achievements of STS 
scholars past and present.  
The celebration of STS’s 100th 
year was executed in proper STS 
style: a high-end lecture and a 
cake. In the words of second-year 
student Andrea Lekare this was an 
“incredible opportunity for student 
and staff to meet and talk over some 
vegan food”. The event was clearly 

a personification of STS values. 
STS is a tight knit group that shares 
a passion for the sciences and, 
obviously, a love of cakes. 

101 years ago, Professor Abraham 
Wolf gave a series of lectures at 
UCL on the history of science from 
ancient times to the 1850s. The 
following year saw the establishment 
of the Department of history and 
methods in the faculty of science. 
The popularity of the course 
expanded the university's interest 
in the history of science as more 
and more scientists (notably from 
the departments of chemistry 
and astronomy) began to lecture 
with Wolf on the histories of their 
subjects. It was soon after that UCL's 

very own Charles Singer became the 
first president of the British Society 
for the History of Science, further 
consolidating the reputation of 
the department as a leader in this 
emerging field. 

Over a 100 years the department 
evolved, its successive names 
reflecting its adaptation to changes 
in its environment. What started 
as the department of history and 
method of science and changed 
to the department of history and 
philosophy of science, is what 
we now call UCL Science and 
Technology Studies department. 
Here it is to 100 more years!  

Pierre-Elie Balsan

Happy 100th anniversary, STS 

Professor Hasok Chang,(Pic. with E.Tobin) who spent 15 
years in the UCL STS department before taking his current 
post at the University of Cambridge, lectured on ‘‘How Does a 
Battery Work?’ He began with remarks on how “particularly 
wonderful” it was to unexpectedly form part of the centenary 
celebrations. The talk drew on research that will form his 
upcoming book which is a history of batteries. He described 
his research as “history but not as historians would do it… 
philosophical but not explicitly [philosophy],... science… but 
not the science any self-respecting scientist would do. It’s all of 
them. I don’t care! I’m trying to understand nature at the same 
time as I try to understand how science works"

DS

As STS is part of the Faculty of Mathematical and Physical 
Sciences, the Dean of the Faculty Professor Ivan Parkin 
launched the celebration with a few words of introduction 
before handing off the baton to the co-heads of STS. 

Joking about how odd it was for him to talk about STS as he, 
a chemist, had to "look through books and things like that", he 
thanked STS for bringing so much diversity into the Faculty, 
and broadening the minds of its students.

PEB 

For more on the History of STS 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/sts/about-sts/history-sts
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STS’s excellent showing in Ref 2021 

In May 2022, the results of the UK Research Excellence Framework (REF) were announced and it was very good 
news for STS. All research in the department was ranked either ‘internationally excellent’ or ‘world leading’. The 
REF is the UK’s means of assessing standards of academic practice. Taking place every seven years it determines 
the allocation of nearly 2 billion pounds of research grants and fundings. The REF panel also singled out two 
members of staff, Professor Phyllis Illari and Professor Sarah Edwards for two highly influential case studies in 
the field of philosophy. These STS case studies were significant contributions in ranking Philosophy at UCL first 
in the UK.  

   Professor Sarah Edwards is a specialist in bioethics and has devoted her work to maximizing 
the effectiveness of clinical research. Applying her studies to disease outbreaks, such as the 
Ebola crisis, she attracted the attention of such organizations as the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), the World Health Organization (WHO). Edwards and her team 
received 2 awards from the European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership 
(EDCPT) to focus their work and research on African epidemics. This research questioning 
the status quo proved an important resource to the WHO and others to re-evaluate ethical 
standards for clinical research during public health emergencies.  

 The REF selected Professor Phyllis Illari, a specialist in the philosophy of information, for her 
influence in questioning the biological and social evidence that governments use to make 
decisions. Illari’s work focuses on causality and information quality used for policy making 
and has done so with great success. With former colleague Dr Brendan Clarke, Professor Illari 
argued against an increasing reliance on standardized evidence such as Randomized Control 
Trials (RCTs) and made a case for a plurality of evidence types. The policy experts they worked 
with during their research process implemented their philosophies and arguments directly into 
proposed policy. With their work, Illari and colleagues influenced international methodologies 
for data collections and evidence use in medicine.  

Professor Emma Tobin, Co-Head of Department, articulated what these REF results mean to STS: ‘on top of 
being the recipient of more research grants and more funding for research commitments, it gives STS heavier 
weight in how it is perceived’. Having been awarded top places in both History and Philosophy recognizes STS’s 
interdisciplinary competence and what difference it can make as a department.  

Andrea Lekare & Pierre-Elie Balsan 

On the day celebrating 
its 100th anniversary, the 
STS department gathered 
to remember Dr William 
Flemming MacLehose, and 
plant a tree in his memory in 
Gordon Square. Despite his 
sudden passing at age 52, Bill 
left a legacy of knowledge in the 
history of medieval medicine 

and remains in the hearts and thoughts of those who worked 
closely with him. To further honor his memory and mark his 
contributions to STS, the department also renamed the STS 
students' Common Room as the Bill MacLehose Common 
Room.

PEB

Jon Agar and Emma Tobin, co-
heads of the STS department 
had a few words to say. 
Typical historian that he is 
Jon immediately attempted to 
lecture the crowd to sleep with 
a little history of STS 

Emma Tobin on the other 
hand spoke emotionally and 

with great pride about the fantastic staff and students that 
have made and still make STS the success it is today. Drawing 
out thanks and applauses it was clear from both speeches that 
the day did not mark the 100th year of STS but the first day 
of 100 more. 

PEB
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JBS Haldane lecture 2022
Bearing Witness with 
Alison Wylie

The number of social science and 
humanities degrees being axed 
from universities around the world, 
especially in the UK, increased 
with the advent of the pandemic in 
2020-21. This comes after current 
governments derided such degrees 
as ‘dead-end courses’ and decided 
to redirect funding towards more 
'relevant courses'. Such funding 
cuts mean a clear endangerment 
of valuable learning that can be 
applied at an interdisciplinary level. 
Professor Alison Wylie, with her JBS 
Haldane Lecture this year, masterly 
demonstrated how much value 
interdisciplinary research can yield.  

A Professor of Philosophy at the 
University of British Columbia, 
and holder of a Canada Research 
Chair in Philosophy of the Social 
and Historical Sciences, Wylie 
gave a brilliant talk, titled ‘Bearing 

Witness: Collaborative Archaeology 
in a Settler Colonial Context’. 
Focusing on the recent events 
concerning the Canadian Indian 
Residential Schools (IRS), and the 
digging of children’s unmarked 
graves, she explored what is 
required  for collaborative practices 
in archaeology to be successful.    

Prof. Wylie explains her interest 
in the subject as a response to the  
the criticism archaeologists who 
she saw as doing innovative work 
in partnership with indigenous 
communities were subjected to. 
‘They were taking really intense 
criticism from their colleagues who 
were declaring that this was not real 
science’. 

The lecture and Prof. Wylie’s 
general research are intricately 
linked to what STS seeks to do: 
understand the sciences through a 
multitude of lenses. Her argument 
highlights the interest and need to 
transform conventional research 
practices. The underlining concern 
for collaboration in STS is that it 
will always require continuous 
calibration. Therefore, a standpoint 
theory rationale for mobilising 
situated knowledge is needed. By 
articulating the role philosophers 
and historians of science can 

play in defining the epistemic 
underpinning of the sciences, this 
interactive pluralism demonstrates 
how to decolonize the conceptual 
foundations of the sciences we study

Andrea Lekare

Alison Wylie & Lecture chair Chiara 
Ambrosio (Associate Professor in 
History and Philosophy of Science)
Launched in 2014, the JBS Haldane 
lecture has featured prominent figures 
in the STS world, and after two years 
of chaos and uncertainty halting any 
type of face-to-face events, we were 
delighted to welcome Prof. Wylie to 
the Bloomsbury campus for this year’s 
lecture.

Andrea Lekare interviewing Prof. Wylie 
after this year’s lecture 

June 2021 - Professor Ruha 
Benjamin: "The New Jim Code: 
Reimagining the Default Setting 
of Technology & Society"

January 2019 - Massimiano 
Bucchi: "Geniuses, Heros and 
Saints" 

October 2018 - Prof John Tresch: 
"Barnum, Bache and Poe: Forging 
American Science in a Media 
Revolution."

June 2018 - Prof Trevor 
Pinch: "Moog Synthesiser as 
Technological and Sound Object"

January 2018 - Prof Heather 
Douglas: "How Can the Public 
Assess Expertise?"

March 2017 - Prof Ludmilla 
Jordanova: " Institutions, 
Identities and Historical Practices 
in Science and Medicine"

May 2016 - Prof Maja 
Horst: "Reframing Science 
Communication - Culture, 
Identity and Organizations".

March 2016 - Prof Helen 
Longino: "Underdetermination 
in Science: A Dirty Little 
Secret?"Practices in Science and 
Medicine"

March 2015 - Prof Sheila Jasanoff: 
"The Constitutional Place of 
Science"

November 2014 - Prof Simon 
Schaffer: "Mutability, mobility 
and meteorites: on some material 
cultures of the sciences"

Previous lectures can be found 
here: ucl.ac.uk/sts/research/jbs-
haldane-memorial-lectures
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STS1Book 2021: Smoke & Mirrors 
Take a critical view of 
science – STS1Book 
Talk with Gemma Milne  

On 17 May, the 2022 UCL 
STS1Book Author event 
took place. The department 
hosted a conversation between 
Professor Jack Stilgoe and 
Gemma Milne, author of the 
2021-22 STS1Book Smoke 
and Mirrors, about her work. 
She then took questions 
from the students and staff in 
attendance. 

Gemma Milne’s conversation 
with Professor Jack Stilgoe 
at the STS1Book event 
highlighted why the 
department selected Smoke 
and Mirrors for the annual 
programme – the conversation 
consistently invited students 
to critically question science.  

Her book – which she 
described to me in a 
conversation after the event 
as “asking more questions 
than it answers” explores the 
role of ‘hype’ in nine areas 
of emerging science and 
technology, ranging from 
brain-computer interfaces 
to quantum computing. She 
expanded on the conversation 
with Professor Stilgoe, saying, 
“I'm not saying all techno-
optimists only think the 
answer is science and tech, but 
a lot of the time there's this 
‘tech will save us’ mentality 
that basically lets you off 
the hook with having to do 
anything else.”’  

She defines the book as “STS 
in practice” – encouraging 
readers to question science 

and technology in the manner STS 
does, even if Milne did not know 
that the field existed when she 
wrote it. Since its publication in 
2020, she has changed paths from 
a career in science journalism to 
studying a PhD in STS examining 

the impact of self-identified 
‘corporate futurists’’ statements on 
expectations for the future. 

The question-and-answer session 
pointed to the benefits of bringing 
all the department together to read 
a book with thought-provoking 
questions from undergraduate 
students, professors, and everyone 
in between.  

Speaking to attendees, both students 
and staff appreciated how reading 
the book encouraged them to 
consider topics outside of their 
specialism.  

Rafia, a second-year undergraduate, 
said, “these events make us think of 
topics from different perspectives. 
They make us more 
aware of the varying 
opinions of different 
stakeholders 
involved and give us 
the opportunity to 
discuss important 
and relevant topics.”  

This element of discussion benefits 
staff too. “I like that I know that 
there is a book that all my class 
will have read so that I can refer 
to it in seminars. It also helps 
new students feel part of the 
department. Masters' students 
and undergraduate freshers 
know there is something people 
they meet will have read.” said 
Professor Chiara Ambrosio. She 
added, “It also teaches the lost art 
of reading a book cover-to-cover.” 

Another undergraduate, Andréa, 
said reading the book led to self-
examination, “I started asking 
myself a lot. Have I ever done 
that as well? Have I ever been in a 
situation where I have contributed 
to the hype about science or even 
noticed that there is this hype in 
science? From now on I am going 
to try to be very aware of that.”  

This gets to the heart of the 
STS1Book programme. Students 
and staff are encouraged to 
read the book and reflect on a 
different presentation of ideas 
that will come up in their courses. 
No matter how much STS they 
have done, students can have 
discussions with others in the 
department on common ground. 
And as Gemma encouraged, they 
can begin to critically assess if the 
promised benefits of an emerging 
technology are the only answer to 
a problem. 

Dan Sharpe 

2021-22 STS1Book 
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Dr William Fleming 
MacLehose,.  1967-2020

On 17 May 2022, a tree in the memory of 
Bill MacLehose was planted in Gordon 
Square

UCL lowered its flag at half-mast 
on the day 

Associate Professor Chiara Ambrosio 
reading her eulogy

The STS Student Common Room has been 
renamed after Dr MacLehose


