
HPSC0144 
Science and Decolonising Modernity 
Provisional syllabus - see HPSC0144 Moodle page each week for the 
most up to date information. 

What do we mean by ‘modern science’? - international, state-funded, quantitative, and 
technocratic. Perhaps above all, we mean the claim of view-from-nowhere objective knowledge. 
These claims have histories rooted in colonialism and capitalist extraction, as well as revolution, 
resistance, and cultural exchange. This module brings together these histories with present day 
global concerns to consider what ‘decolonising modernity’ might mean. A central purpose of this 
module is to support students to develop their own lines of research with the critical insights of 
radical and decolonising traditions. 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

 

 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

 

 
Moodle page: 

 
https://moodle.ucl.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=24800 

Credits: 15 (contributing 15/180 to degree) 

Assessment: Coursework (3,500 words) - 100% 

 
Required texts: 

See Moodle page for each week’s readings. 

The readings listed in this pdf are a provisional guide. 

Course tutor(s): Dr Jenny Bulstrode 

Contact: j.bulstrode@ucl.ac.uk 

Web: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/sts/people/dr-jenny-bulstrode 

Term: Term 1 

Teaching session: Fridays 12:00-13:00 UK time. 

Room: Institute of Education (IOE) - Bedford Way (20) C3.12 
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WHAT IS THE SCHEDULE? 
 

 

Date 
(UCL week) 

 
Title 

 
Core questions 

 
8 October 

(6) 

 
Introduction 

What is this course about? What are your 
interests? How do they converge with the course? 

What is the assessment? 

 
15 October 

(7) 

 
The present crisis 

Why does science policy need decolonising so 
urgently? Why are histories essential to this 

process? 

 
22 October 

(8) 

 
Age of revolutions 

 
What do we mean by ‘modern science’? What do we 

mean by modernity? Who is this ‘we’? 

 
29 October 

(9) 

 
The colonial character of 

objectivity 

 
What does it mean to be objective? Whose interests 

does ‘objectivity’ serve? 

 
5 November 

(10) 

 
Project plans and annotated 

bibliography 

There is no seminar this week. Instead, students 
receive individual tutor feedback on project plans 

and annotated bibliography 

   

 
19 November 

(12) 

 
Engineering difference 

“With Artificial Intelligence we are building worlds 
not tools” - what does this mean? How can history 

help us understand the kinds of worlds we are 
building? 

 
26 November 

(13) 

 
Parables of power 

What makes science so powerful? Why might a 
preoccupation with power weaken attempts to 

understand how science works? 

 
3 December 

(14) 

 
“the permanent 

decolonization of thought” 

 
How might “the permanent decolonization of 

thought” work? How can STS scholars engage? 

 
10 December 

(15) 

 
Tutorials for presentations 

There is no seminar this week. Instead, students 
receive individual tutor feedback for the 

preparation of their student-led presentations. 

 
17 December 

(16) 

 
Student-led presentations 

 
Peer and Tutor feedback 



WHAT DO I EXPECT FROM YOU ON THIS MODULE? 
 

• Discussion, group-working and peer-to-peer feedback are essential to developing 
critical awareness necessary for this and all STS modules. 

• Critical awareness means to actively evaluate what you read, see, and hear for yourself, 
rather than passively accept information. 

• This includes the information provided in secondary literature and primary research 
and extends to self-reflection of your own preconceptions and the limitations of your 
analysis. 

 
In this module you are expected to: actively contribute critically aware analysis to group 
work; actively contribute critically aware analysis in seminars; and actively draw on the 
methodology and content that you have learnt across your modules, applying these lessons to 
new challenges as they emerge. This discursive process is essential – through this process, 
your ideas are developed and improved! 

 

If you are unsure what is meant by ‘critical awareness’ or to ‘actively contribute’, this 
hypothetical example may help: 

 
Before the seminar the tutor sets you an article from an authoritative journal explaining how 
GM technology can solve world hunger. 
A critically aware approach would consider the complex intersection of factors underlying 
world hunger, and what the actual consequences of GM technology have been so far: who 
has benefited and who has been negatively impacted? Further, it might consider what 
potential negative consequences might emerge in the future? It might investigate whether 
the article authors have any vested interests in their claim, for example beginning by 
looking at the article’s funding acknowledgements. A critically aware approach would draw 
on your own experience but also assess your own preconceptions about GM technology, 
about world hunger, and about what might count as a solution and for whom. 

 
The tutor then asks you to meet with your group before the seminar, to discuss the set 
materials and prepare a presentation. 
You get in touch with your group and arrange to meet. When your group are all together 
you then explain your ideas about the set material; you also listen to the ideas of your 
peers. Being courteous and respectful, you ask your peers critically aware questions about 
their ideas – this is to actively contribute. They also ask you critically aware questions 
about your ideas. Your ideas and their ideas are developed and improved through this 
discursive process. Together you prepare a presentation, ensuring all members of the 
group contribute, have their ideas represented and have the opportunity to present. 

 
You meet as a class for the seminar and the tutor asks another group to present first. 
As you listen, you try to think of something you like about the presentation you are 
listening to, and a critically aware question you would like to ask that relates to the content 
of the presentation. At the end of the presentation, you say what it was you liked, and what 
it is you would like to ask –this is to actively contribute. 

 
The tutor then asks your group to present. 
Making sure to keep to your allotted time, you and your group give your presentation. You 
then have the opportunity to hear what other students liked about your presentation, and 
to answer their questions which will help develop your own thinking. Through this 
discursive process, your work will improve and so will the work of your peers. 



PROJECT PLANS AND ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
• Students prepare plans and an annotated bibliography based on a scholarly literature 

search (instructions provided on HPSC0144 moodle page) in preparation for their 
HPSC0144 final assessed coursework. 

• Students receive individual tutor feedback on their plans and bibliography to support 
preparation of their HPSC0144 final assessed coursework. 

STUDENT-LED PRESENTATIONS: 
• These presentations are an opportunity for students to get feedback in the preparation 

of their final assessed coursework. 
• Students research and prepare individual presentations relating to their final assessed 

coursework. 
• These individual presentations must be pre-recorded and submitted on Monday 13 

December (instructions provided on HPSC0144 moodle page). 
• Each student will be assigned a number of other students’ presentations to watch and to 

then prepare feedback for whole class discussion in the in-person seminar, Friday 17 
December. 

HOW WILL THIS MODULE BE TAUGHT? 
 

LECTURES (PRE-RECORDED AND ONLINE): 
• please view/listen to the pre-recorded lecture for each week, made available on Moodle. 
• subtitles or a full transcript are provided together with the pre-recorded lecture. 

 
READINGS: 

• for every lecture there will be ‘essential reading’ and ‘further reading’. 
• please read the essential reading for the week. 
• further reading is optional. 
• students are welcome to ask for additional readings in areas of interest to them. 

 
GROUP WORK: 

• in the first session you will be put into groups. 
• most weeks you will be asked to work in your groups to carry out an assignment. 
• this assignment will usually consist of a scholarly literature search (instructions provided 

on HPSC0144 moodle page), group work and presentation in the in-person seminar. 
 

SEMINAR (IN PERSON): 
 

When: Friday, 12:00-13:00 UK time. 
 

Where: Institute of Education (IOE) - Bedford Way (20) C3.12. 
 

What: most seminars will begin with group presentations, followed by whole class discussion. 
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This list is indicative of the final readings, but not final. Once the course is underway, 
follow the HPSC0144 MOODLE PAGE for the latest instructions and readings for each 
week. 

WHAT IS THE ASSESSMENT? 
 

• The assessment is a single 3,500-word coursework essay. 
• Essays are based on a topic of the student’s choice within the broad remit of the module: 

history and sociology of science and technology, in particular the relevance of critical 
historical insights on present day questions. 

• The essay question/title must be approved by the module tutor. 

• Project plans and reading lists are prepared by UCL Week 10 at the latest for students to 
receive module tutor feedback before Reading Week (UCL Week 11). 

• In UCL Week 15, students will receive support to prepare pre-recorded audio + visual 
presentations on their coursework essay. 

• In UCL Week 16, students have the opportunity to receive feedback on their pre-recorded 
presentations, to help in the development of their coursework essay. 

 
WHEN IS THE DEADLINE FOR THE FINAL SUBMISSION OF ASSESSED COURSEWORK? 

• 17 January 2022 (to be confirmed). 
 

SPECIFIC CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT FOR THIS MODULE: 
• Essays must be based around original, primary research. 
• Both primary research and secondary literature must be actively analysed demonstrating 

strong evidence of critical awareness. 
• High marks will be reserved for high levels of critical awareness and evidence of original, 

independent work. 

 

ESSENTIAL READING 
 

 

 
8 October: Introduction. 
What is this course about? What are your interests? How do they converge with the course? 
What is the assessment? 

 
15 October: The present crisis. 
Why does policy need decolonising so urgently? Why are histories essential to this process? 

• Christopher H. Trisos; Jess Auerbach; Madhusudan Katti, 2021, "Decoloniality and Anti- 
oppressive Practices for a More Ethical Ecology." Nature Ecology & Evolution. 

• David Turnbull, 2009, "Futures for Indigenous Knowledges." Futures: The Journal of Policy, 
Planning and Futures Studies 41, no. 1: 1-5. 

 
22 October: Age of revolutions. 
What do we mean by ‘modern science’? What do we mean by modernity? Who is this ‘we’? 

• Hilary Beckles, 1997, ‘Capitalism, Slavery and Caribbean Modernity.’ Callaloo 20.4: 777-89. 
• Andrew Cunningham & Perry Williams, 1993, ‘De-Centring the ‘Big Picture’: The Origins of 

Modern Science’ and the Modern Origins of Science’, The British Journal for the History of 
Science, 26, 4, 407-32. 

• Robbie Shilliam, 2017, ‘Race and Revolution at Bwa Kayiman.’ Millennium 45, no. 3: 269-92. 
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29 October: The colonial character of objectivity. 
What does it mean to be objective? Whose interests does ‘objectivity’ serve? 

• Eve Tuck & K. Wayne Yang, 2012, Decolonization is not a metaphor, Decolonization: 
Indigeneity, Education & Society, Vol.1, No.1, 1-40. 

• William M. Adams, 2017, "Geographies of Conservation I." Progress in Human Geography 41, 
no. 4: 534-45 

• Michael Lynch, 1985, "Discipline and the Material Form of Images: An Analysis of Scientific 
Visibility." Social Studies of Science 15, no. 1: 37-66. 

 
5 November: Project plans and annotated bibliography. 
There are no set readings or seminar this week. Instead, students are asked to develop a plan and 
an annotated bibliography. This is an opportunity for students to receive individual tutor feedback 
for the assessed HPSC0144 coursework before reading week. 

 
19 November: Engineering difference. 
“With Artificial Intelligence we are building worlds not tools” - what does this mean? How can 

history help us understand the kinds of worlds we are building? 
• Anyaa Anim-Addo, 2011, “A Wretched and Slave-like Mode of Labor:” Slavery, 

Emancipation, and the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company’s Coaling Stations, Historical 
Geography, Vol. 39, 65-84. 

• Simon Schaffer, "Babbage's Intelligence: Calculating Engines and the Factory System." 
Critical Inquiry 21, no. 1 (1994): 203-27. 

 
26 November: Parables of power. 
What makes science so powerful? Why might a preoccupation with power weaken attempts to 
understand how science works? 

• Bruno Latour, 1986, ‘Visualisation and Cognition: Drawing Things Together’, in H.Kuklick 
(ed) Knowledge and Society in the Sociology of Culture Past and Present, Jai Press, vol. 6, 
pp.1-40. 

• Michael T. Bravo, 1999, Ethnographic Navigation and the Geographical Gift, in Geography 
and Enlightenment, D. Livingstone and C. Withers (eds.), Chicago: University of Chicago, pp. 
199–235. 

• Julie Cruikshank, 2005, ‘Two centuries of Stories from Lituya Bay: Natura, Culture, and La 
Pérouse’ Do Glaciers Listen? : Local Knowledge, Colonial Encounters, and Social 
Imagination,Vancouver: UBC Press, pp.127-153. 

 
3 December: “the permanent decolonization of thought” 
How might “the permanent decolonization of thought” work? How can STS scholars engage? 

• Marshall Sahlins, 1988, ‘Cosmologies of Capitalism: the trans-pacific sector of ‘the world 
system’ Proceedings of the British Academy, LXXIV, 1-51. 

• Eduardo Viveiros De Castro, 1998, "Cosmological Deixis and Amerindian Perspectivism." 
The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 4.3: 469-88 

 
10 December: Tutorials for presentations. 
There are no set readings or seminar this week. Instead, students receive individual tutor feedback 
for the preparation of their student-led presentations. 

 
17 December: Student-led presentations. 
There are no set readings this week. Instead, students submit their presentations for peer and tutor 
feedback during the seminar. 
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