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Course Syllabus 

2019-20 session | Dr Stephen Hughes | stephen.hughes@ucl.ac.uk 
 

Course Information 

Basic course information 

Moodle Web 
site: 

Search “HPSC0127” 

Assessment: Individual: 2000 word essay (40%) Group: Oral presentation (30%) Group report (30%) 

Timetable: See www.ucl.ac.uk/timetable 

Prerequisites: none 

Required texts: none 

Course tutor(s): Dr Stephen Hughes 

Contact: stephen.hughes@ucl.ac.uk 

Office location: 22 Gordon Square, Rm 2.2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This module focuses on the many different ways in which publics engage with science in face-
to-face contexts. Teaching will particularly focus on direct interactions such as science festivals 
and other more informal activities, and on how specific public groups, such as patient and 
citizen groups get involved, and engage with, scientific and medical research. Alongside gaining 
a practical understanding of how to organize such activities, students will also critically reflect 
on the theory and context that underpins such activities such as models of publics and 
audiences, rationales for engagement in different contexts and the wider policy contexts and 
historical trends. 



 

 

Schedule 
 

UCL Week Topic Date Activity 

20  Engaging the public with Science: Context    13th Jan Lecture and classroom 
activities 

21  Theorising and critiquing engagement 20th Jan Student-led research 
paper presentations 

22  Engagement in a policy context 27th Jan Lecture and classroom 
reading discussion 

23 Engaging stakeholders: patients and local 
communities and citizen science 

3rd Feb Lecture and classroom 
reading discussion 

24 Engagement in informal settings: science 
museums 

10th Feb Visit to the Wellcome 
Collection and 
discussion 

25 Reading week   

26  How to do engagement and why? 24th Feb Formation of groups 
and scenario choice 
 
Aims and objectives 
 
Individual essay due 
Tues 25th Feb, 5pm 

27  Engagement practice: Who? 2nd Mar Identifying relevant 
publics/audiences/parti
cipants 
 
Group work 
development 

28  Engagement practice: What? 9th Mar Identifying suitable 
methods and activities 
 
Group work 
development 

29  Engagement practice: How? 16th Mar Evaluation practices 
 
Group work 
development 

30  Group presentation assessment 23rd Mar Group project pitches 
(15-20 mins each) 

   Group report due Mon 
31st March, 5pm 

 

 

 



 

 

Assessments 

Summary 

 Description Deadline Word limit 
Deadline for Tutors to 

provide Feedback 

40%  Individual critical review essay 25th Feb, 5pm  2000 words 24 March 

30%  Group presentation pitch 

All presentations 
will be held in class 

in the last week 
(23rd March) 

 20 minutes 
Within a day or two of 

the presentations 

30% 
Group report on rationale for 
project 

31st March, 5pm  2000 words 28th April 

 

 

 

  

Assignments 
 
Individual critical review essay 
 
Each student must write a critical review essay analyzing a public engagement activity. This 
must be on a project or activity that has not explicitly been discussed in class and also must be 
on a different genre to their chosen group scenario. 
 
This essay is worth 40% of the final mark for this module.  
 
Group project assessments 
 
Students will, as a group, choose a scenario from those provided in class, and work together to 
develop a public engagement activity which they will then be assess on in two ways: 
 

1. Oral project pitch – in the last session of the module, each group will have 15-20 
minutes to pitch their proposed activity to the ‘funding panel’. Students will be assessed 
largely on the content, but also on the presentation itself. Each member of the group 
must contribute to a part of the presentation. This is worth 30% of the final mark. 
Further details on this assignment will be provided in class.  

2. Group report – each group will also provide a written rationale for their chosen activity, 
which will incorporate academic perspectives, justifying their approach. This is worth 
30% of the final mark. Further details will be provided in class.  

 
Specific Criteria for Assessment for this Module: 
 
These will be provided in class. 



 

 

Aims & objectives 

 
Aims:  
 
This course aims to engage students with the theory and practice of engaging the public with 
science via face-to-face activities in multiple public contexts. 
 
Objectives:  

By the end of the course, students should be able to:  

• demonstrate a practical understanding of face-to-face engagement with science 
activities in a range of public contexts 

• offer analysis of the theoretical underpinnings of practical activity in this area. 

• understand the historical and policy context within which public engagement has 
developed 

• recognise the needs, priorities and motivations of specific stakeholder communities and 
be able to work in partnership to develop appropriate project ideas suitable for those 
contexts 

• evaluate the effectiveness of public engagement processes in particular social contexts 

• reflect on the purpose, relevance and effectiveness of public engagement via face-to-
face activities. 

By the end of the course, students should also be able to demonstrate:  

• research skills appropriate to post-graduate taught modules 

• time and project management, working to tight deadlines 

• independence and initiative in project work 

• sensitivity and aptitude for working in partnership with wider community groups and/or 
relevant stakeholders 

• effective oral and written communication skills with a wide range of audiences 

 
Reading list  
 
Please refer to Moodle for all module readings.  


