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Course Information 

Basic course information 

Moodle Web 
site: 

https://moodle.ucl.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=7498  

Assessment: Paper Appraisal and Essay  

Timetable: www.ucl.ac.uk/sts/hpsc 

Prerequisites: no pre-requisites’ 

Required texts: See reading list  

Course tutor(s): Erman Sözüdoğru 

Contact: erman.sozudogru@ucl.ac.uk 

Office location: 22 Gordon Square, Room 3.3 

Office hours: TBC 
 

 

 

In this module we investigate the complex and fascinating relationship between medicine and 

society. The main aim is to develop a nuanced understanding of how the practice of medicine is 

shaped by its social, cultural, and political context and at the same time study how medicine 

transforms and shapes society. This module focuses on the relations among health, social and 

political conditions, science, and technology using different conceptual lenses. To achieve this 

aim, we will look at different historical and contemporary case studies and study concepts from a 

range of disciplines including sociology, philosophy, and history of medicine.  
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Schedule 
  

Part Week Topic Core Question Essential Readings 

 1 Introduction What is the role of medicine? 

Familiarise yourself with 

the syllabus and the 

readings. 
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Definitions of health and 

disease 

Can health and disease be reduced to 

biological functions? Or should we 

understand disease and health as value 

judgements? 

Ereshefsky (2009) 

Carel (2007) 

3 Living with a disease 

How does embodied experience of illness 

inform our understanding of health and 

wellbeing? How much credit should we give 

to patients’ testimony in medicine? 

Carel & Kid (2017) 

Shim (2010) 

4 Dying 

Should we focus on keeping people alive? 

What are the consequences of medicalisation 

of death? 

Sallnow et al. (2022) 

 5 Essay Session 

 6 Reading week 
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7 
Framing and 

Medicalisation 

How should we understand the social 

determinants of health?  

Aronowitz (2008) 

Lane (2006) 

Link and Phelan (1995) 

8 Public health 
What is the best approach in providing 

healthcare?  

Quadagno (2010) 

De Vos (2005) 

9 Medicine and identity 

How does factors like ethnicity, gender, race, 

sexuality, class effect one’s healthcare 

outcomes?  

Abel (2007) 

Brant (1989) 

Krieger & Sidney (1996) 

10 
Global health and 
neglected diseases 

What is the role of medicine in global 

development? Why are some diseases are 

neglected by medical establishment? 

Trouiller et al. (2001) 

Hotez (2011) 

 11 Essay Session 
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Aims and Objectives  
 
Aims: 
 
This is a Masters-level module in science and technology studies. It is concerned with relations among 
knowledge, health, and power. 
 
This course content aims to: 
• Introduce key concepts for analysing relations among health, social and political conditions, science 

and technology. 
• Provide students with research skills to independently develop original lines of inquiry 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
Intended learning outcomes for this module operate at several levels. By the end of the module, 
students should be able to:  
 

1. Use key concepts to analyse the complex and relationship between medicine, science and 
society 

2. Recognise the link between knowledge, health, and power. 
3. Critically discuss and analyse concepts from sociology, philosophy, and history of medicine. in 

relation to case studies from medical and scientific practices.  
4. Plan and carry out independent research  
5. Demonstrate effective critical reading, discussion and writing skills 

Assessments 

Summary 

Description Deadline Word limit 

Paper Appraisal (20%) 20/02/2023 1000 

Essay (80%) 22/03/2023 3000 
 

 
Assignments 
 

The assessment for this module is designed as a research project consisting of two elements of 
coursework. While each – as with most university assessments - tests many different skills, I think 
that the most important objectives of this module (and hence its assessments) are concerned with 
ways of engaging with academic arguments and develop your own arguments. 
 
Therefore, while you are planning for your assessments you must keep in mind that the most 
important objective of this module (and hence its assessment) is concerned with ways of engaging 
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with academic arguments. Particularly if you haven’t done much academic writing before, the idea 
of arguing can be a bit daunting, but really, it’s not too complicated. Briefly, for this module, I would 
expect you to be able to engage with arguments in the following ways:  
 
Describe: (‘x’s argument here is as follows...’) 
To analyse and critique: (e.g. ‘I do not, however, think that this argument is successful, because....’) 
Synthesis: (‘I would instead argue that....because....’)  
 
This means that assessment for this module is designed to help you become comfortable with this 
form of academic argumentation. You’ll notice that I haven’t provided any sample titles here. This is 
because an integral part of this assignment is for you to develop your own essay topic. Again, I 
know that this might feel a bit daunting. However, we will spend lots of time during the term 
discussing how you might go about doing this.  
 
Paper Appraisal 
 
The first assessment is to write a paper appraisal. This exercise is designed to help you develop your 
skills to describe and analyse other academic arguments.  For this assessment you need to identify 
the topic you are interested in, go through the relevant readings in the syllabus and identify a single 
paper you want to focus on. Once you identified the paper, you need to write 1000 words, 
describing the argument put forward by the author(s) in detail, and provide a critical analysis of 
their argument. Your description must clearly state the main thesis put forward by the author(s) and 
provide a detailed overview of their argument. In the analysis section, you should focus on the 
merits and the shortcomings of the argument you described and discuss how it fits with the wider 
literature.  We will discuss details in the first essay session (week 5) 
 
The essay  
 
This is a standard scholarly essay of 3000 words, which is due end of term. We will spend some time 
in our seminars, looking at some essay writing strategies and departmental marking criteria. 
 
The biggest problem that students tend to have with developing essay tittles is that they pick a topic 
that is much too broad. This is a serious mistake. The broader the topic, the harder an essay is to 
write. Long ago, I had to write a 4000-word essay about logical positivist. This was torture, because 
there was so very much that could be said, which meant that it was hard to say anything clearly and 
well. It would have been a much easier essay to deal with if, say, I'd only had to write about the 
disagreement between Otto Neurath and Moritz Schlick on the foundations of knowledge.  
 
Let me illustrate what should happen with an example. Say you want to work on medicine and 
identity, and you are interested in HIV. There is (obviously) a huge amount to say on this topic. Do 
not attempt to cram everything imaginable into your essay. Instead, pick some specific theme, and 
develop it slowly and carefully. This means that you will generally need to choose to look at one 
aspect of HIV at one specific time and place using one specific approach. So, you might write a social 
history (approach) of HIV patient groups (one aspect of the topic) 1982-1986 in New York (time and 
place). Or you might write something more analytical – what is the epistemic barriers (approach) to 
access to HIV prophylaxis (one aspect of the topic) in the UK today (time place).  
 
Otherwise, the expectations for this essay are fairly standard for a science and technology studies 
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module. Make sure that you have a clear argument, make sure that the essay is clearly structured 
(you should use numbered headings and subheadings), and make sure that the writing style is as 
clear as possible.  
  

 
Criteria for assessment 
 
The departmental marking guidelines for individual items of assessment can be found in the STS 
Student Handbook.  
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Important policy information 

Details of college and departmental policies relating to modules and assessments can be found 
in the STS Student Handbook www.ucl.ac.uk/sts/handbook  
 
All students taking modules in the STS department are expected to read these policies. 
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