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Course Information 

Basic course information 

Moodle Web 
site: 
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This module introduces students to the uses of STS in solving big problems in the contemporary world. 
Each year staff from across the spectrum of STS disciplines – History, Philosophy, Sociology and Politics 
of Science –  will come together to teach students how different perspectives can shed light on issues 
ranging from climate change to nuclear war, private healthcare to plastic pollution. Students have the 
opportunity to develop research and writing skills, and assessment will consist of a formative and a final 
essay. Students also keep a research notebook across the course of the module 
 
This year’s topic is Artificial Intelligence. 



 

 

Schedule 
  

 UCL 
Wk 

Date Topic Activity 

1 & 2 20 7 Oct  Introduction and discussion of AI 
as ‘Big Problem’ (Turbil) 

See Moodle for details  

3 21 14 Oct Mindful Hands (Werret) See Moodle for details 

4 21 14 Oct Engineering Difference: the Birth 
of A.I. and the Abolition Lie 
(Bulstrode) 

See Moodle for details 

5 22 21 Oct Measuring ‘Intelligence’ (Cain & 
Turbil) 

See Moodle for details 

6 22 21 Oct Artificial consciousness and the 
‘race for supremacy’ in Erewhon’s 
‘The Book of the Machines’ 
(1872) (Cain & Turbil) 

See Moodle for details 

7 & 8 23 28 Oct History of machine intelligence in 
the twentieth century. (Agar) 

See Moodle for details 

9 24 4 Nov How AI and sci-fi reflects 
attitudes to technology (Gregory) 

See Moodle for details 

10 24 4 Nov “Picturing the future on TV – 
science television and technical 
innovation” (Gouyon) 

See Moodle for details 

   Reading Week no lectures 

11 26 18 Nov How to Count (Balmer) See Moodle for details 

12 26 18 Nov The hidden labour of AI (Mata) See Moodle for details 

13 & 14 27 25 Nov AI: what *is* the ethical problem 
of AI? (Illari) 

See Moodle for details 

15 28 2 Dec AI and Philosophy of Medicine 
(Sozudogru) 

See Moodle for details 



 

 

16 28 2 Dec Miracle or mirage? The promise 
of AI in global health (Tousignant) 

See Moodle for details 

17 29 9 Dec What kind of world are we 
building with AI? AI and inequality 
(Smallman)  

See Moodle for details 

18 29 9 Dec AI and self-driving cars (Stilgoe) See Moodle for details 

19 30 16 Dec 'Can AI create Art?' (Ambrosio) See Moodle for details 

20 30 16 Dec Final discussion (Ambrosio & 
Turbil) 

See Moodle for details 

 

 

Assessments 

Summary 

 

Description Deadline 

Word limit 
Deadline for Tutors to 

provide Feedback 

0   Formative Essay 
02 Dec 2020 2,500 

As advised 

100%   Essay 
13 Jan 2021 2,500 

As advised 

  
  

 
 

 

Assignments 

Specific Criteria for Assessment for this Module: See HPSC0011 Assessment Advice on Moodle 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Aims & objectives 
 
aims 

To demonstrate and explore the ways that STS provides perspective that contribute to the 
understanding of major problems facing humanity  

objectives 

• The possession of empirical and theoretical knowledge of big problems from interdisciplinary 
STS perspectives, and the written communication skills to account for such knowledge  

• The skills to analyse such knowledge in order to propose persuasive cases for potential 
contributions to solutions to such problems  

• A deeper grasp of the varied character of STS and its interdisciplinary relevance to a wider 
world  

 

 
 
 
 

Week 1 Session 1 & 2 (7 Oct) 
 

Introduction (Turbil) 
 

 
Introduction to the course. Overview of course content, structure and assessments. In the 
second part of the session, we will discuss why many refer to AI as a 'problem' and the role of 
different disciplinary perspectives (including STS) in both framing, defining and tackling AI.  
 
Essential Reading 
 
Please watch: 'How 'The Algorithm' changed A-level results': 

https://www.ft.com/video/282ecd1f-8402-4bf4-8ee7-3d179ce5fcc2  
 

And read: It’s not just A-levels – algorithms have a nightmarish new power over our lives: 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/aug/19/its-not-just-a-levels-algorithms-
have-a-nightmarish-new-power-over-our-lives 
 
Background Reading 
None 
 

https://www.ft.com/video/282ecd1f-8402-4bf4-8ee7-3d179ce5fcc2
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/aug/19/its-not-just-a-levels-algorithms-have-a-nightmarish-new-power-over-our-lives
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/aug/19/its-not-just-a-levels-algorithms-have-a-nightmarish-new-power-over-our-lives


 

 

Week 2 Session 3 (14 Oct) 
Mindful Hands (Werrett) 

 

 
The idea of intelligence rests on a distinction between mind and body. If intelligence is 
embodied, in the hand, in the muscles, in the nerves, then artificial intelligence is very different 
than if it is a property of the mind. Western industrial society depends profoundly on making a 
division between mind and body seem self-evident, and then claiming intelligence resides in 
the mind. Upon this division rests a social order dividing the hands that work from the minds 
that guide them. The lecture explores the history of this division, and the work that science and 
technology have been doing to secure it since the seventeenth century. 
 
Essential Reading 
 
Michel Foucault, “Panopticism” in Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison (Penguin, 1977) 
 
 
Background Reading 
“Preface” from Peter Dear, Lissa Roberts, and Simon Schaffer, eds., The Mindful Hand: Inquiry 
and Invention from the Late Renaissance to Early Industrialisation (Amsterdam and Chicago: 
Edita; University of Chicago Press, 2007), i-xxvii. 
  
Simon Werrett, “Wonders Never Cease: Descartes’s Météores and the Rainbow 
Fountain” British Journal for the History of Science 34 (2001): 129-147. 
  
Simon Schaffer, “Enlightened Automata,” in William Clark, Jan Golinski, and Simon Schaffer, 
eds., The Sciences in Enlightened Europe (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999), pp. 126-
165. 
  
Jessica Riskin, “The Defecating Duck, or, the Ambiguous Origins of Artificial Life,” Critical 
Inquiry 29 (2003): 599-633. 
  
  
Simon Schaffer, “Babbage's Intelligence: Calculating Engines and the Factory System,” Critical 
Inquiry 21 (1994): 203-277.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Week 2 Session 4 (14 Oct) 
Engineering Difference: the Birth of A.I. and the Abolition Lie (Bulstrode) 

 
 

 
Privately wealthy mathematician Charles Babbage (1701-1871) is widely cited as the father of 
modern computing for his invention of automatic calculating engines, the Difference Engine and 
the Analytical Engine. Within the history of science several important works have explored the 
direct relation between the development of these engines and the notoriously exploitative 
factory system of nineteenth century Britain. The engines and their literary counterpart, On the 
Economy, were intended as interventions to drive down the cost of labour, an ambition that now 
defines the corporate thinking of industry and governments alike. Early A.I. was intended to be 
an instrument of inequality. This session shows how Babbage’s ideas, like Babbage’s wealth, 
came from the human trade, plantation slavery, and the lie that underwrote Abolition, a lie that 
continues to dominate histories to this day. Inequality was built into early A.I. Acknowledging 
this history is urgent and necessary if the bias systemic in twenty-first century A.I. is ever to be 
addressed.   
 
Essential Reading 
 
Schaffer, Simon. "Babbage's Intelligence: Calculating Engines and the Factory System." Critical 
Inquiry 21, no. 1 (1994): 203-27. www.jstor.org/stable/1343892. 
 
James, C.L.R., 2001, The Black Jacobins, Penguin Books, Chapter 2.  
 
Williams, Eric, 1944, Capitalism and Slavery, Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 
Chapters 5, 9 and 10. 
 
Background Reading 
 
See Moodle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/1343892


 

 

 

Week 3 Session 5 (21 Oct) 
Measuring ‘Intelligence’ (Cain & Turbil) 

 

 
In this session, we will explore the notion of intelligence and how it was measured in the past. 
We will look at questions such as: What is intelligence?  What objects or properties do you 
measure? While also discussing specific techniques used in the past like craniometry and 
various written tests and the problems they create.  
  
 
Essential Reading: 
Stephen Jay Gould, The Mismeasure of Man (W.W. Norton & Company: New York, 1996) pp. 
105-141. 
 
Background Reading:  
 
Peter Godfrey-Smith, Other Minds: The Octopus and the Evolution of Intelligent Life (London, 
William Collins, 2017). 
 
Carson, John. "Army Alpha, Army Brass, and the Search for Army Intelligence." Isis 84.2 (1993): 
278-309. 
 
 
 

Week 3 Session 6 (21 Oct) 
Artificial consciousness and the ‘race for supremacy’ in Erewhon’s ‘The book of the Machines’ 

(1872) (Cain & Turbil) 
 

 
In this session, we will explore how Samuel Butler, a Victorian novelist, described in his 1872 
novel Erewhon a future in which machines acquired consciousness and the ability to evolve and 
oversee their own agency. Our discussion will focus on how Butler foresaw the relationship 
between human and machines (master and slave argument) and the risk posed by machines’ 
intelligence.   
 
 
Essential Reading 
 
Read ‘The Book of the Machines’ (chapters XXII- XXV) in Samuel Butler, EREWHON, OR OVER 
THE RANGE (London: 1910) available here: http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1906/1906-
h/1906-h.htm 
 
Background Reading 
 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1906/1906-h/1906-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1906/1906-h/1906-h.htm


 

 

Breuer, Hans-Peter. "Samuel Butler's "The Book of the Machines" and the Argument from 
Design." Modern Philology 72.4 (1975): 365-83. Web. 
 
Turbil, Cristiano. "Memory, Heredity and Machines: From Darwinism to Lamarckism in Samuel 
Butler’s Erewhon." Journal of Victorian Culture : JVC 25.1 (2020): 31-46. Web. 
 
 
 
 

Week 4 Session 7 & 8   (28 Oct) 
Jon: History of machine intelligence in the twentieth century - (Agar) 

 

 
In this session we trace the history of AI in the context of a broader history of computing in the 
twentieth century. We will look at the context of Alan Turing's posing of the question 'can 
machines think?' and the answers he gave. We will look at the launch of symbolic "artificial 
intelligence" in the United States in the 1950s, and ask to what extent it was new or different 
from other Cold War projects. Finally we will ask whether it makes sense to think of AI summers 
and winters, and if so what might account for them.  
 
Essential Reading 
 
Reading: Alan Turing, 'Computing machinery and intelligence', Mind (1950), pp. 433-460. 
 
 
 
 

Week 5 Session 9  (4 Nov) 
How AI and sci-fi reflects attitudes to technology (Gregory) 

 

 
This session will discuss AI and science fiction, how they have influenced each other and how 
each reflects current attitudes towards technology. The session will start with looking at Mary 
Shelleys’ Frankenstein and will work forward to the current day, via Asimov and his three laws 
of Robotics. It will pay particular attention to a comparison between Data from Star Trek: The 
Next Generation, Marvin the Paranoid Android from The Hitch Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy and 
Kryten from Red Dwarf. 
 
Essential Reading: 
 
Asimov, I. Runaround. In I, Robot. 
 
Asimov’s Laws, Wiki: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_Laws_of_Robotics#:~:text=The%20Three%20Laws%20of%
20Robotics%20%28often%20shortened%20to,had%20been%20foreshadowed%20in%20a%20f
ew%20earlier%20stories. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_Laws_of_Robotics#:~:text=The%20Three%20Laws%20of%20Robotics%20%28often%20shortened%20to,had%20been%20foreshadowed%20in%20a%20few%20earlier%20stories
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_Laws_of_Robotics#:~:text=The%20Three%20Laws%20of%20Robotics%20%28often%20shortened%20to,had%20been%20foreshadowed%20in%20a%20few%20earlier%20stories
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_Laws_of_Robotics#:~:text=The%20Three%20Laws%20of%20Robotics%20%28often%20shortened%20to,had%20been%20foreshadowed%20in%20a%20few%20earlier%20stories


 

 

 
Lorencik, D, Tarhanicova, M, Sincak, P. Influence of sci-fi films on artificial intelligence and vice-
versa. 
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/6480990 
 
Star Trek, Data, Wiki: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Data_(Star_Trek) 
 
Hitch Hikers Guide, Marvin, Wiki: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marvin_the_Paranoid_Android 
 
Red Dwarf, Kryten, Wiki: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kryten 
 
 
Background Reading: 
 
Shelley, M. Frankenstein. 
 
Adams, D. The Hitch Hikers Guide to the Galaxy. 
 
 
Background Watching: 
 
Red Dwarf - Series 3, The Last Day, Series 4, Camille, Series 4, DNA. 
 
Star Trek: The Next Generation – Brothers, The Measure of Man. 
 
Hitch Hikers Guide – Any of the 1981 series. 
 
 
 

Week 5 Session 10    (4 Nov) 
 “Picturing the future on TV – science television and technical innovation” (Gouyon) 

 

 
In this lecture, we will look at the presentation of AI in TV programmes as a way in the history 
of science TV in Britain. The lecture will be illustrated with clips from programmes and lead to a 
discussion of television’s claim about the future and the world-creating power of visual media. 
 
Essential reading: 
Boon, T. & J.-B. Gouyon (2015). ‘The Origins and Practice of Science on British Television’. In M. 
Conboy and Steel, J. (Eds), Routledge Companion to British Media History, London: Routledge, 
pp. 470-483. 
 
Kirby, D. (2010). ‘The future is now: Diegetic prototypes and the role of popular films in 
generating real-world technological development.’ Social Studies of Science, 40(1), 41-70. 
 
 

https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/6480990/
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/6480990/
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/6480990
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Data_(Star_Trek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marvin_the_Paranoid_Android
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kryten


 

 

 
 

Week 6      
 

** READING WEEK ** 
 

 
 
 

Week 7 Session 11  (18 Nov) 
How to Count (Balmer) 

 

 
Counting is at the heart of AI and might, at first sight, appear to be a purely objective, scientific 
exercise.   AI has also been developed to count such things as the size of crowds, wild animals, 
traffic… even counting sheep.1  What could be easier than counting how many of anything 
there is?  This session will use perspectives from the sociology of science and technology to 
challenge the idea that counting is a neutral exercise.   Who (or what) counts, who is counted, 
who is not counted and who ‘counts’ (in the sense of ‘matters’) will all be explored in this 
session. 
 
Essential Reading 
 
Martin, A. and Lynch, M. (2009). Counting Things and People: The Practices and Politics of 
Counting. Social Problems, 56(2), pp.243-266.   
 
Background Reading 
 
Miller, Clark A (2004), ‘Interrogating the Civic Epistemology of American Democracy: Stability 
and Instability in the 2000 US Presidential Election’, Social Studies of Science Volume: 34 issue: 
4, page(s): 501-530. 
 
Nelson, D (2015), Who Counts? The Mathematics of Death and Life after Genocide 
(Washington: Duke University Press) – especially Part I (Chapters 0 and 1) and Part II (Chapter 2 
and 3) [E-book] 
 
Rappert, B. (2012). States of ignorance: the unmaking and remaking of death tolls. Economy 
and Society, 41(1), pp.42-63. 
 
Martin, A (2004), ‘Can’t Any Body Count?: Counting as an Epistemic Theme in the History of 
Human Chromosomes’, Social Studies of Science, Volume: 34 issue: 6, page(s): 923-948 
 
Daniel Neyland and Norma Möllers (2017) ‘Algorithmic IF ... THEN rules and the conditions and 
consequences of power’, Information, Communication & Society, 20:1, 45-62.  

 
1 https://www.sheepcentral.com/artificial-intelligence-makes-accurate-sheep-counting-a-reality/ 



 

 

 

Week 7 Session 12 (18 Nov) 
The hidden labour of AI (Mata) 

 
 

 
The utopia of a world without work has held an enduring appeal to   generations of pro-capitalists 
and radical revolutionaries alike. AI and ever increasing automation is finally set to bring us 
nearer to that horizon already foreseen in mid 19th century. To some, AI promises work without 
workers, and therefore without organized labour's unrest and its earthly demands. To others, AI 
is set to replace employers and capital at the steer of production, and through technical 
supremacy gift us a commonwealth of abundance. Whether these two visions of the same future 
can be reconciled is often left undiscussed.  
The true politial economy of AI is not the demise of labour, but rather a transformation of labour 
away from our sights. Labour has been hidden by the AI economy. Examples of initatives like 
Mechanical Turk or Appen, reveal that the functioning of AI systems relies on armies of testers 
and trainers, recruited in the mode of the gig economy, for low pay and no control over their 
activities. In this lecture I want 1) show that labour has not gone away and will not go away, even 
more importantly, that 2) AI is a technology of labour and work control, and that we can foresee 
automation always to be partial and incomplete and thus frustrating for the utopians.  
 
 
Essential Reading 
 
Ajay Agrawal, Joshua Gans, Avi Goldfarb (2018) Prediction Machines: The Simple Economics of 
Artificial Intelligence. Harvard Business Review Press.  
 
Mary L. Gray and Siddharth Suri (2019) Ghost Work: How to Stop Silicon Valley from Building a 
New Global Underclass. Houghton-Mifflin. 
 
Background Reading 
 
Colin Crouch (2019) Will the gig economy prevail? Polity Press.  
 
Peter Frase (2018) Four Futures: Life After Capitalism. Verso Books.  
 
Nick Srnicek (2016) Platform Capitalism. Polity Press.  
 
 

Week 8  Session 13 & 14  (25 Nov) 
AI: what *is* the ethical problem of AI?  (Illari) 

 

 
The section will explore concepts such as explainability, transparency, and the problem of 
black-boxing. 
 



 

 

 
Essential Reading  
 
The term ‘ethical AI’ is finally starting to mean something 
 
https://venturebeat.com/2020/08/23/the-term-ethical-ai-is-finally-starting-to-mean-
something/amp/?__twitter_impression=true 
 
Background Reading 
TBC 
 
 
 
 

Week 9 Session 15 (2 Dec) 
Philosophy of Medicine and AI (Sozudogru) 

 

 
AI research in medicine is a growing field, promising to change healthcare for better. 
Proponents of these technologies claim that AI can help clinicians to eliminate the chance of 
misdiagnosis and healthcare providers to predict potential outcomes in patient management. 
In this week’s lecture, we are going to take a closer look at the promises of AI in medicine and 
think critically about how these promises can be fulfilled. In particular, we are going to look at 
the aims of healthcare and critical practices and investigate how AI’s ability to process big data 
can assist in fulfilling these aims. We are going to study how the values of clinicians align with 
AI researchers. The main aim of this session is to show how we can use philosophical literature 
on values and scientific objectivity to analyse our big topic. 
 
 
Essential  

• Topol, E. J. (2019). High-performance medicine: The convergence of human and 
artificial intelligence. Nature Medicine, 25(1), 44-56. 

• Douglas, H. (2016). Values in Science. In The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of 
Science (1st ed., Oxford Handbooks, pp. The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Science, 
2016-09-29). Oxford University Press. 

 
Additional Reading  

• Buch, Varun H, Ahmed, Irfan, & Maruthappu, Mahiben. (2018). Artificial intelligence in 
medicine: Current trends and future possibilities. British Journal of General Practice, 
68(668), 143-144. 

• Biddle, J. (2013). State of the field: Transient underdetermination and values in science. 
Studies in History and Philosophy of Science. Part A, 44(1), 124-133. 

 
 
 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fventurebeat.com%2F2020%2F08%2F23%2Fthe-term-ethical-ai-is-finally-starting-to-mean-something%2Famp%2F%3F__twitter_impression%3Dtrue&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9c83f99bdc74ed257b908d850b8186a%7C1faf88fea9984c5b93c9210a11d9a5c2%7C0%7C0%7C637348098893348911&sdata=qXY4rZSG1r77pKGgF%2Fkt1OmhxkGlberw8%2BhoQ2D%2BdVc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fventurebeat.com%2F2020%2F08%2F23%2Fthe-term-ethical-ai-is-finally-starting-to-mean-something%2Famp%2F%3F__twitter_impression%3Dtrue&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc9c83f99bdc74ed257b908d850b8186a%7C1faf88fea9984c5b93c9210a11d9a5c2%7C0%7C0%7C637348098893348911&sdata=qXY4rZSG1r77pKGgF%2Fkt1OmhxkGlberw8%2BhoQ2D%2BdVc%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Week 9 Session 16 (2 Dec) 
Miracle or mirage? The promise of AI in global health (Tousignant) 

 

 
AI is “near the top” of Bill Gates’ list of technologies that may offer the most for the health of 
the world’s poorest. Many share his enthusiasm for AI’s potential to help deliver cheaper, 
better and more mobile care in resource-constrained settings. Others are more wary of the 
challenges posed by scare resources and health system gaps to ethical and effective uses of AI.  
This session will ask: How do the capacities and complexities – moral, material and political – of 
AI for healthcare differ in “high” and “low” resource settings? How novel and credible is AI’s 
promise to bridge or even “leapfrog” other kinds of investment in global health? What can we 
learn from the limits and failures of past “game-changing” technologies in global health? Can, 
or must, places like Africa be at the forefront of AI innovation for global health?  
 
Essential Reading 
 
USAID and Rockefeller Foundation (2019), AI in Global Health: Defining a Collective Path 
Forward, https://www.usaid.gov/cii/ai-in-global-health 
 
 
 

Week 10 Session 17 (9 Dec) 
What kind of world are we building with AI?/AI and inequality (Smallman) 

 

 
  
While AI is often presented as a tool or a technology to solve our problems, it is also likely to 
shape our world in very powerful ways.  Taking case studies ranging from healthcare to the world 
of work this session will look at some of the ways in which AI and Automation are changing the 
world we live in. In particular, we will ask whether the benefits of these technologies are shared 
equally and whether there is a risk that they could increase existing inequalities. 
  
Reading 
AI Now Institute (2019) Discriminating Systems: Gender Race and Power in AI 
https://ainowinstitute.org/discriminatingsystems.pdf 
  
Policies designed for drugs won’t work for AI, Nature Worldview, 6 March 2019 
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00737-2 
  
Viewings 
Virginia Eubanks describing Automating 
Inequality https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Avxm7JYjk8M 
 
 
 
 

https://www.usaid.gov/cii/ai-in-global-health
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fainowinstitute.org%2Fdiscriminatingsystems.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cee7a19de09dc41c3b51a08d80ebb1329%7C1faf88fea9984c5b93c9210a11d9a5c2%7C0%7C0%7C637275543921377076&sdata=624FJX0aHrqZ86zv%2Bt5xEAGWmxwl%2Fudd8YI9HIIQuvk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nature.com%2Farticles%2Fd41586-019-00737-2&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cee7a19de09dc41c3b51a08d80ebb1329%7C1faf88fea9984c5b93c9210a11d9a5c2%7C0%7C0%7C637275543921377076&sdata=dMeftczPRvoXTCiLHfOqYsuEy%2BdmHll4mJFMtruqPbg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DAvxm7JYjk8M&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cee7a19de09dc41c3b51a08d80ebb1329%7C1faf88fea9984c5b93c9210a11d9a5c2%7C0%7C0%7C637275543921387062&sdata=%2BAYQQLJA5WrTqVnPHNzFxn6H%2BM%2BSsrisCwwwihFFhzE%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Week 10 Session 18 (9 Dec) 
AI and self-driving cars (Stilgoe) 

 
 

 
Self-driving cars have quickly become a test case for AI in the real world. Elon Musk promised 
that a car would be able to drive itself from one side of the US to the other by the end of 2017. 
So why don’t we have them yet? What problems are self-driving cars trying to solve? What do 
nascent self-driving cars tell us about technology, its risks and its hype?  
 
Essential Reading 
Macarthy, J (1978) Computer controlled cars,  
http://jmc.stanford.edu/commentary/progress/cars.pdf  
 
 
Background Reading 
Stilgoe, J, Who Killed Elaine Herzberg?  Dec 12, 2019, OneZero  
https://onezero.medium.com/who-killed-elaine-herzberg-ea01fb14fc5e 
 
Stilgoe, J, How to resist self-driving car hype, May 12 2020, Pando Daily,  
https://pando.com/2020/05/12/how-resist-self-driving-car-hype/ 
 
Crawford K and Calo R (2016) There is a blind spot in AI research. Nature 538: 311–313. 
 
 
 
 

Week 11 Session 19 (16 Dec) 
Can AI Create Art? (Ambrosio) 

 

Can AI Create Art? 
With Artificial Intelligence pervading every aspect of our lives, it is not particularly surprising to 
see that artists are co-opting algorithms and neural networks in their creative practice. And yet, 
there seems to be quite a bit of hype (and money!) involved in the claim that AI can create 
original art. Indeed, the first AI-generated artwork ever auctioned by the New York-based art 
gallery Christie’s sold instantly in 2018 for $ 432,500. More recently, in the summer 2019, the 
Oxford-based humanoid robot Ai-Da’s artworks sold for a total of $1 Million before her exhibition 
even opened to the public.   
In this session we explore what is at stake in claiming that AI can produce original art, what kind 
of phantasy is being sold (and by whom?) to the art market, and what sort of more mundane – 
but perhaps more productive – questions can we ask instead about artist’s creative use of AI.  
 
Essential Readings: 
Ahmed Elgammal “AI is blurring the Definition of Artist”, American Scientist, vol. 107 (1) 2019, 
pp. 18-21 Available open access at: https://www.americanscientist.org/article/ai-is-blurring-
the-definition-of-artist 

http://jmc.stanford.edu/commentary/progress/cars.pdf
https://onezero.medium.com/who-killed-elaine-herzberg-ea01fb14fc5e
https://pando.com/2020/05/12/how-resist-self-driving-car-hype/
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