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Summer Reading List 

 

Below are some suggested readings to introduce you to the key theories, debates and issues in economics 

and its related disciplines. You are not expected to read them all before you arrive, but you may find it useful 

to familiarise yourself with some of these discussions before, during, and perhaps even after your studies at 

UCL. Reading will help you identifying what area(s) of economics piques your curiosity: this can be a slow 

and ever-changing process, which is nevertheless useful to undertake (for instance, to inform your decisions 

about elective modules). Equally importantly, these books will feed your thoughts with a good dose of 

inspiration, which will only make your start better.     

First of all, for a general understanding of how the economy works, we suggest you dig into the open-access 

e-books developed by the CORE Project. 

 

Some of our favourites: 

Aghion, P., Antonin, C., and Bunel, S. (2021) The Power of Creative Destruction: Economic Upheaval and 

the Wealth of Nations, Belknap Press.  

Angrist, J. D., & Pischke, J. S. (2014). Mastering metrics: The path from cause to effect. Princeton University 

Press. 

Banerjee, A. and Duflo, E. (2011) Poor Economics: A Radical Rethinking of the Way to Fight Global Poverty, 

Public Affairs. 

Bank of England (2022) Can’t We Just Print More Money? Economics in Ten Simple Questions, Cornerstone 

Press. 

Chancel, L. (2020) Unsustainable Inequalities: Social Justice and the Environment, Belknap Press. 

Galor, O. (2022) The Journey of Humanity: The Origins of Wealth and Inequality, Dutton.  

Hayek, F. (1976) Denationalisation of Money. London: Institute of Economic Affairs. 

Havrylyshyn, O. (2020) Present at the Transition: An Inside Look at the Role of History, Politics, and 

Personalities in Post-Communist Countries. GB: Cambridge University Press. 

Henrich, J. (2020) The WEIRDest People in the World: How the West Became Psychologically Peculiar and 

Particularly Prosperous, Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 

Kahneman, D. (2012) Thinking, fast and slow, Penguin Books. 

Kay, J. (2003) The Truth about Markets: their Genius, their Limits, their Follies, Allen Lane. 

Mazzucato, M. (2013) The Entrepreneurial State, Anthem Press. 

Milanovic, B. (2018) Global Inequality: A New Approach for the Age of Globalization, Belknap press. 

Pickett, K. and Wilkinson, R. (2009) The Spirit Level: Why More Equal Societies Almost Always Do Better, 

The Equality Trust. 
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Piketty, T. (2013) Capital in the XXI Century, Harvard University Press. 

Raworth, K. (2017) Doughnut economics: seven ways to think like a 21st-century economist, Chelsea Green 

Publishing. 

Stiglitz, J. (2012). The price of inequality, Penguin. 

Stiglitz, J. (2016) The Euro and its Threat to the future of Europe, Allen Lane. 

Thaler, R.H. and Ganser, L.J. (2015) Misbehaving: The making of behavioural economics, W. W. Norton 

Company. 

Williams, E. E., (2022). Capitalism and slavery, Penguin Books. 

Zucman, G. (2013) The Hidden Wealth of Nation, University of Chicago Press. 

Angrist, K. D., & Pischke, J. S. (2014).  Mastering Metrics: The path from cause to effect. Princeton university 

press. 

 

 

 


