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ETHNO-ISS TEAM:

Jo Aiken, Houston, NASA organizational infrastructure

Victor Buchli, San Francisco, design and manufacturing, 3-D printing

Giles Bunch, Cologne, ESA ISS Flight Control Training

Jenny Gorbanenko, Moscow, Orthodox Christianity and the ISS

David Jeevendrampillai, London, visual culture and sovereignty

Adryon Kozel,  London, ISS Social Media

Alica Okumura-Zimmerlin, Tokyo, futures and the JAXA Kibo Module

Aaron Parkhurst, Cologne, ESA, the body and medical anthropology

Makar Tereshin,  Baikonur, rocket launch discard and scavenger communities.





“…home as an organisation of space over time.’

(Mary Douglas 1991: 294)

Regarding the functioning of the home, 

‘…strongest indicator would not be the 
stoutness of the enclosing walls but     
the complexity of coordination.’

(Mary Douglas 1991:306)





• ‘Because both body and house constitute the most 

intimate everyday environment and often serve as 

analogies for each other, it may sometimes seem 

unclear which is serving as metaphor for which- the 

house for body or body for house.’

• Carsten & Hugh-Jones, (1995:43)







‘the living members of the community, gathered in the house, were so to 

speak, only ‘furnishings’.  They were mobile appurtenances of its solid 

enduring structure,  into which they would eventually be absorbed as 

‘fixtures’ 

(Gell 1998: 253)





Fred Scharmen (2017:185)

“An environment like the International Space Station is 

almost totally constructed to suit human needs. […] Here, 

more than anywhere else, we have made an image of our 

own umwelt. Every parameter of the environment here is 

explicitly debated, designed and built.” 

F. Scharmen (2017) “Highest and Best Use: 

Subjectivity and Climates off and After Earth”, Journal 

of Architectural Education, 71:2 184–196



The process of ‘worlding’ is what unifies the Project Themes. It relates to

Heidegger’s neologism describing the dynamic, mutually constitutive and 

continuously unfolding processes whereby that which is intimate (on a bodily 

level) as well as that which is far-reaching (in terms of relationships with the 

cosmos) are dynamically and mutually configured in relation to one another in 

terms of empirically describable constantly expanding worlds (Heidegger 

1993 and following Battaglia et al. 2012).



Orion’s Anatomy

The social anatomy of  the human body 

at the edge of  the Earth

Dr Aaron Parkhurst

EthnoISS

University College London



Three approaches to 

the Body in Space

• An 

anthropology 

of  the Body

• Biosocial 

Anthropology

• Material 

Culture 

Studies



Anthropological study 

into Flight Control Team 

training and the culture 

of  human spaceflight at 

ESA 

Columbus Control Centre, credit: esa.int

Giles Bunch

giles.bunch.20@ucl.ac.uk



Analysis of ESA 
Flight Control 
Team training
Participant-observation of 

Flight Control Team training 

Sept-Dec 2021 – European 

Astronaut Centre, Cologne

2022 – Columbus Control 

Centre, Oberpfaffenhofen

Study draws on:

• Anthropology of Time

• Anthropology of Cognition

• Ideas developed through 
previous work on 
Behavioural Training for 
Astronauts for Earthlings

• Interest in Industrial 
Relations and use of 
Workers’ Inquiry 
techniques.





Seeing Earth 

– Making 

Worlds

Dr David 

Jeevendrampillai





Earthrise Apollo 8, December 29, 1968 (original orientation)







Jeevendrampillai, D. and A. Parkhurst (2020), 

‘Towards an Anthropology of Gravity: Emotion and 

Embodiment in Microgravity Environments’ in Emotion, 

Space and Society, vol 35



Past 45’ it is hard to register human emotion and communicate effectively

Personal communication:

Dr Iya Whiteley

Director, Centre for Space Medicine

Mullard Space Science Laboratory, UCL

www.ucl.ac.uk/mssl/research/ucl-centres/centre-space-medicine

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/mssl/research/ucl-centres/centre-space-medicine






https://www.facebook.com/PageRomanovNews/photos/pcb.2777994325782787/2777992229116330/?type=3&theater



Baikonur

Krestnyy khod

in the second sky



Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia 
celebrates Easter with the Cosmonauts of the 
ISS, May 2, 2017







MADE IN  SPACE, 

Moffett Field, Nasa Ames, California

World’s longest 3-D print, Guinness World Record, 37.7 metres
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