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Buildings Naming and Renaming Committee 
 

Request for re-naming buildings and centres, spaces and scholarships  
 
 
Proposal 
Please set out details of the room / building / equipment or other entity that you wish to rename. 
 
Location (building / room number) 
Current name: Proposed denaming of Galton Lecture Theatre 115, 1-19 Torrington Place 
 
Proposed name if applicable, including details of any abbreviations you expect to use: N/A 
 
Is this a proposal associated with a philanthropic donation? N/A 
 
Is the proposed namesake a deceased member of staff or a former student? N/A 
 
 
Rationale 
Please present a short case for the proposed change, including evidence where possible. This should set out 
the arguments in support of the change, specifically addressing: 
 
* how the principal legacy of the namesake is at odds with the mission, values and goals of UCL; 
* whether UCL actively honoured a namesake for reasons that are fundamentally at odds with the mission and 
values of UCL. Were facts about the namesake unavailable or actively concealed at the time? 
* whether there are issues relating to the broader context and balance of existing space and building names 
across the estate (e.g. under-representation of particular groups) 
* how does the new name (if applicable) reflect the mission, values and goals of UCL? 
* If you are proposing that a room / building (etc.) should be re-named after an individual or group of 
individuals, please provide a short biography of the individual(s) as an appendix. 
 
 
In 2018, UCL commissioned an Inquiry into the History of Eugenics at UCL. In February 2020 the Inquiry’s 
report and its recommendations were published and accepted in principle by UCL. These recommendations 
included the renaming of spaces on campus connected with figures closely association with eugenics. In line 
with that, the Inquiry is proposing that UCL moves ahead speedily with the denaming of the Galton Lecture 
Theatre, named for Sir Francis Galton, the founder of eugenics. It is also proposed that a plaque or board 
should be created at the site, explaining the reason for the name change.  
 
Although not a student or member of staff at UCL, Galton is strongly connected with UCL. He left a bequest to 
the university that included his archive and funding for a Chair in Eugenics, which was the foundation of UCL’s 
Department of Eugenics. This later became the Galton Laboratory, which became part of UCL’s biology 
department in 1996. The Galton Lecture Theatre was named in 2000. 
 
In surveys of both the UCL community and members of the public, the Inquiry found a strong level of concern 
about spaces on campus being named for prominent eugenicists, including majority agreement that UCL 
cannot be a global university while celebrating such figures.  
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Expert witnesses to the Inquiry also stated that some students feel distress at sitting through lectures and 
exams in rooms celebrating eugenics, and that naming buildings after Galton and other eugenicists could be 
seen as tacit approval of them and what they stood for. 
 
Background - Galton and eugenics 
 
Galton’s aim was to develop scientific and statistical means as a practice to identify the mechanisms for ‘racial 
degeneration.’ His statistical approach to inheritance launched the science of biometrics - the precise 
measurement of biological attributes and characteristics, in particular intelligence. 
 
From his first publication in 1852 to his last in 1907, Galton was developing and promoting eugenics. His key 
concern was racial degeneration and he drew up a hierarchy of races in his publication, Hereditary Genius. 
 
In the simplistic world view promoted by eugenics, there were two groups: those who were worthy to have and 
to give life, and those who were not. Science was utilised to determine who fell into which group.  
 
Through public talks and academic lectures, research projects, journal articles and newspaper letters, Galton 
together with his disciple Karl Pearson was able to disseminate his ideas across a range of discursive fields. 
Eugenics became a national and international movement that spread to America as well as Australia and other 
parts of Europe. Galton’s work influenced the English School of Eugenics  which began and became 
embedded at UCL. 
 
Eugenics and UCL – the timeline 
 
1884: Pearson appointed Professor of Applied Mathematics and Mechanics at UCL 
 
1903: Pearson takes over leadership of the Biometric Laboratory at UCL 
 
1907: Pearson becomes Director of the UoL 'Galton Laboratory of National Eugenics', set up with Galton's 
funds of £1000  
 
1911: Death of Francis Galton. He bequeaths £40,000 to UoL for the creation of “The Galton Professorship of 
Eugenics” to continue the work of the Galton Laboratory. Pearson becomes the first Galton Professor of 
Eugenics (1911-33).  
 
1913: Merger of the UoL Galton Laboratory with the UCL Department of Applied Statistics and Biometric 
Laboratory approved by Senate to create the first Department of Applied Statistics and Eugenics at UCL, 
bringing together the study of eugenics and statistics. 
 
1919 - 20: The Department of Applied Statistics and Eugenics moves into a new building on the North-
West front of UCL. 
 
1925: UCL launches a journal, The Annals of Eugenics, founded by Karl Pearson. Pearson becomes its first 
Editor 
Examples of research: 

• Karl Pearson (1925) Annals of Eugenics, Vol. 1, pp. 5-127 : ‘The problem of alien immigration into 
Great Britain, illustrated by an examination of Russian and Polish Jewish Children’ (with Margaret 
Moul) 

• Karl Pearson (1926) Biometrika, Vol. 18, p 105-117: ‘On the Coefficient of Racial Likeness’ 
• Karl Pearson (1928) Biometrika, Vol. 20A, 294-300: ‘The application of the coefficient of Racial 

likeness to test the character of samples’ (comparisons between Chinese and Indian cranial series) 
• Karl Pearson (1928) Biometrika, Vol. 20A, 389-400: ‘On the importance of the type silhouette for racial 

characterisation in Anthropology’ (with Ida McLearn and G M Morant) [comparisons between types 
given for men and women English students and West African negroes] 

•  
1933: Karl Pearson Retires 
 
1945: Lionel S. Penrose becomes Galton Professor of Eugenics (1945-65).  
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1954: Penrose renames the Annals of Eugenics the ‘Annals of Human Genetics’ 
1963: Penrose renames the Galton Professor of Eugenics the Galton Professor of Human Genetics 

 
1965: Harry Harris (1965-1976) – becomes Galton Professor of Human Genetics, Head of the Department of 
Human Genetics and Biometry and Galton Laboratory Director. 
 
1976: Elizabeth (Bette) Robson (1976-1994) becomes Galton Professor of Human Genetics.  
 
1994: Chair un-occupied (1994 – 2009)  
 
2009: Nicholas Wood (2009-present) becomes Galton Professor of Human Genetics.  
 
2013: Galton Laboratory incorporated into the new Department of Genetics, Evolution and Environment at 
UCL. 
 
Consultation and support 
Please indicate that you have consulted with the following and note their feedback below: 
 
Media Relations yes 
Relevant equalities groups yes 
Wider academic community (for discipline-specific proposals) yes 
Students Union UCL (for spaces used by the student community) yes 
OVPA (for advice on proposals which may attract interest from alumni) yes 
CAM (for guidance on branding) yes 
 
The report of the Inquiry into the History of Eugenics at UCL includes the results of consultation across the UCL 
community. 
 
 
 
Academic expertise 
The committee’s decisions are informed by scholarship. Please give contact details for at least two 
researchers with whom the committee can consult on the proposal and its implications. Please also set out 
any research or scholarly work that has been undertaken to inform this proposal (attached as an appendix) 
 
This proposal is being put forward in line with recommendations from the Inquiry into the History of Eugenics 
at UCL, which involved a number of scholars and experts from across UCL and which was chaired by 
Professor Iyiola Solanke, University of Leeds. 
 
 
Support  
For proposals relating to buildings associated with a faculty or faculties, please confirm that you have the support of  
 
Faculty Dean(s) (for faculty spaces, equipment or academic units) YES 
The relevant Director of Professional Services (for spaces with a professional services function) YES 
The Director of Estates Strategy YES 
 
 
Details of proposer 
 
Name:  Professor Dame Hazel Genn 
Department: Chair of Eugenics Inquiry Response Group 
 
Are you submitting this proposal on behalf of a group? Submitted on behalf of the Eugenics Inquiry Response 
Group, in line with recommendations from the Inquiry into the History of Eugenics at UCL. 
 
Please note if you consider you may have conflicts of interest in relation to this proposal: n/a 
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Details of seconder 
 
Name: n/a 
Department:  
 
Please note any specific conflicts of interest you may have in relation to this proposal: 
 
 
You may also attach additional documentation in support of your proposal.  
 
 


