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Why treat people and send them back to the
conditions that made them sick?









Life expectancy and disability free life expectancy,
males - based on 2011 Census

Life expectancy and disability-free life expectancy (DFLE) at birth, males by neighborhood deprivation, England, 1999–
2003 and 2009-2013



Life expectancy England 2006-2015



Life Expectancy increase 2006-, 2011-2015



Life expectancy increase 2006-, 2011-2015



Mortality England North and South 25-34



Can strategies to reduce health inequalities
work?

New Labour did have a strategy

Any evidence?



Trends in life expectancy gap between most
deprived areas and the average

Annual difference in
months



Does the USA represent the future?



All-cause mortality, ages 45–54 for US White non-
Hispanics, US Hispanics and 6 comparison countries

US White non-Hispanics
(USW),
US Hispanics (USH),
France (FRA),
Germany (GER),
United Kingdom (UK),
Canada (CAN),
Australia (AUS),
Sweden (SWE).

Case & Deaton, PNAS, 2015





When all else seems lost…

Monnat Penn State Research Brief 12/04/16



Things really were bad

Monnat Penn State Research Brief 12/04/16



Feeling poorly? Vote for snake oil



US Life Expectancy – year of birth



US Life Expectancy – year of birth



US Life expectancy declined 2 years in a row
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Death rate age adjusted per 100,000
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Unintentional injuries include accidental drug overdose 63,600 deaths last year



The CSDH – closing the
gap in a generation

2005-2008

The Marmot Review – Fair
Society Healthy Lives

2009/10

Social justice

Material,
psychosocial,
political
empowerment

Creating the
conditions for
people to have
control of their
lives



Lifecourse

So we beat on, boats against the current, borne
back ceaselessly into the past.

-F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby



A. Give every child the best start in life

- Funding issues, child poverty

B. Enable all children, young people and adults to maximise their
capabilities and have control over their lives

- Skills training, NEETS, whole school approaches

C. Create fair employment and good work for all

- Youth unemployment, contract workers, insecure employment,
involuntary part-time working, ALMP policies

D. Ensure healthy standard of living for all

- Minimum income standard, minimum wages, benefit caps

E. Create and develop healthy and sustainable places and
communities

- Green policies, social isolation, housing

F. Strengthen the role and impact of ill health prevention

- Cost inflation, resource allocation, demographic pressures

Fair Society: Healthy Lives: some areas for concern
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Level of development
at end of reception

Most deprived Least deprived
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Level of development at end of reception

England 60.4 44.8 15.6

Hackney 64.9 60.7 4.2

Bath and North East Somerset 62.5 33 29.5

FSM pupils (%)

Gap between all and

FSM pupils

(percentage point)

England and selected local

authority areas

Level of development at age 5, 2013/14

All pupils (%)



Child poverty (<60% median income)

UNICEF Report Card 14



Reducing child poverty by social transfers
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Source: PISA, 2013
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Good quality work



6.7 million of the 13 million people in poverty
are in working households, UK 2011/12

(JRF 2013 using DWP data)
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http://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/8210





Shocking news: Welfare spending improves
health and reduces inequality

Source:
Lundberg et
al 2012



A Less Progressive Tax Code USA
Total tax rate by income group
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Air pollution & schools in London



Air pollution & deprivation levels



Nitrogen dioxide vs. deprivation in London



High air pollution episodes – Delhi
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NationalChildMeasurementProgramme2006/7to2012/13

Inequalitiesinchildhoodobesityare increasinginEngland:
Obesityprevalencebydeprivationdecile2006/7 to2012/13

47
Child obesity: BMI ≥ 95th centile of the UK90 growth reference

Children in Year 6 (aged 10-11 years)



Fast food chains more common in deprived
areas: England and Scotland
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Macdonald et al 2007
(*McDonald’s, Burger King, KFC and Pizza Hut)





Sweden







Tax havens increase inequality

• 50% of wealth in tax havens belongs to top
0.01% of people in advanced economies

• That wealth is equivalent to 5% global GDP

• Tax avoidance on massive scale

• Added to that is avoidance of tax by
multinationals

Zucman, G. Guardian 8 Nov 2017



Multinationals’ tax avoidance

• €600bn a year shifted to world’s tax havens

• €350bn into European tax havens – mainly
profits from EU countries. Taxed at 0 to 5%

• Deprives the EU of a fifth of corporate tax
revenue: €60bn a year

• For the UK €12.7bn a year

• Cf £350m a week is £18.2bn a year

Zucman, G. Guardian 8 Nov 2017



What good does it do to treat
people and send them back to the
conditions that made them sick?



Martin Luther King


