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MBBS Management
MBBS FINAL YEAR Elective Period
FAQs - Planning for Australia and New Zealand 
Electives in Australia and New Zealand are popular and applications for elective placements are highly competitive.  If you are planning your elective in Australia, you are advised to research the application process for each institution well in advance.  Many Australian institutions book up at least 12 to 18 months ahead and you will need to submit your applications to your chosen institutions at the beginning of Year 5.
All applications require a great deal of paperwork and you are advised to gather documents as early as possible.  Requests for Medical School documentation such as letters of good standing and academic transcripts should be emailed to medsch.elective-approval@ucl.ac.uk 
Please be aware that organising an elective in Australia and New Zealand will incur substantial costs – including the elective fee, accommodation, insurance, health check for the visa application (Australia) and travel.
ELECTIVE APPLICATIONS

Q. Can I apply to a number of institutions?

A. Students can apply to more than one institution but should accept only one offer of a placement.  It is also important that when you receive the first offer that you either accept or decline this as soon as possible. 

A “back-up” elective should not be arranged. Declining an elective placement at short notice is considered highly unprofessional and inappropriate and importantly it disadvantages future UCL students who may apply to that institution.

DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED BY HOST INSTITUTIONS

Q. How do we go about organising the various documents that are required for applications.

A.  Please email medsch.elective-approval@ucl.ac.uk giving details of the documents you require and allow at least 2 weeks before you need to send the documents.  
Please give full name, student number, description of documentation required and reason required.

The Student Support Office can provide:–

•

 Letter of Good Standing/Recommendation (which includes confirmation of student status)

•
an academic transcript

•
an academic reference

•
Letter to support your visa application (confirmation of student status/elective placement etc)

•
Letter confirming personal protective equipment training


and other letters as required

Application forms for an elective placement will require the signature of either the Dean or a Designate and the Medical School stamp.   Please complete your part of the form and email it to medsch.elective-approval@ucl.ac.uk or bring it in to the Student Support Office, 74 Huntley Street (room G46 ground floor).
If you have been asked to provide a reference concerning your clinical skills and experience, you should contact a consultant who has supervised you on an attachment

 

IMMUNISATION REPORT

Q. In the application process, the institution has requested an immunisation report (or there is an ‘Immunisation Verification Form’ that is required to be signed off by a ‘school health official’ – and a number of serological tests may need to be done as evidence of immunity).

A.  Please contact the UCL Occupational Health Service 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/hr/occ_health/
Contact details:  Tel: 0207 679 2802
Email: uclstudentoh@ucl.ac.uk
MRSA SWABS

Please contact the UCL Occupational Health Service – see above
CHEST X-RAYS

Q. I have been asked to provide a chest x-ray report (for applications to New Zealand).

A. Please contact the UCL Occupational Health Service – see above
DBS CHECKS (formerly CRB check)

Disclosure and Barring Service

Q. I have been asked to provide confirmation of my criminal record status (‘a police check from your home country’).  
A.  If you do not have a copy of your certificate, the Medical School can provide a clearance certification letter. Please email medsch.elective-approval@ucl.ac.uk giving your full name, student number and year of entry.

A small number of elective destinations will require you to have a new DBS check completed usually within 12 / 24 months of your placement dates. Please check with your placement BEFORE requesting a new check.  You can arrange for a new check through the Medical School. Please contact Holly Riches h.riches@ucl.ac.uk  is based at the Medical School Building on Huntley Street and you will be required to be there in person to complete and sign the form.

PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY INSURANCE / MEDICAL MALPRACTICE INSURANCE

Q.  I have been asked to provide confirmation that I will be covered by professional indemnity insurance and to provide a copy of the policy

A.  Australia, student medical malpractice insurance needs to be arranged through one of the following companies:

Medical Indemnity Protection Society  
www.mips.com.au
MIPS - visit the website and insurance cover can be arranged online- free of charge

MDA National  



www.mdanational.com.au
MIGA   




www.miga.com.au
New Zealand, this is available free of charge for student members through the MDU and the MPS, but through policies which are essentially advisory and which rely on electives being properly supervised and so are of use only to students whose elective supervisor is covered by the institution’s clinical negligence insurance.  

It is a requirement where the host institution’s clinical negligence insurance does not extend to visiting elective supervision or is stated as a condition of the elective, in which case students need to purchase personal medical negligence insurance appropriate for their chosen destination.  Students visiting the US should take advice from their host institution.  Students visiting countries other than the UK or US may find suitable cover via the International Helpers Trust at http://www.internationalhelpers.co.gg
Access to the Online Enrollment Form is via the following login:  

1. Click on the "Participate" button

2. Click on the “Enroll” button   

3. Username: medmissions Password:  mpl and click "Next". 

PERSONAL HEALTH AND TRAVEL INSURANCE 
Q.  Do I need to buy personal health and travel insurance? 
A.  Personal travel and medical emergency insurance for your elective is provided through UCL’s insurers and the costs of the insurance premium are met by UCL.  Please check http://www.ucl.ac.uk/studyabroad/insurance for full details of the cover provided and for the emergency and claims helplines.  Please note that this insurance covers UCL business only (i.e. your time on an elective placement) with holiday travel included only on an incidental basis and only in the same country as your clinical placement. You will need to buy your own, separate personal travel insurance to cover other holiday travel or if you are planning to participate in extreme sports not covered under UCL’s policy.  No application is necessary as the details needed are collated from your elective approval form and submitted to UCL by the Medical School.  
AUSTRALIAN VISAS
Q. 
What are the visa requirements?    

A.
Students are advised to seek advice about Australian visa requirements from the hospital/institution in Australia which has offered you a clinical placement. It is also recommended that you check on the UK Australian High Commission’s website for information on the appropriate visa (www.uk.embassy.gov.au/). 
As part of the visa application process you may be required to complete a medical examination at a medical practice in London approved by the Australian High Commission.  The cost of the examination is high and, unfortunately, neither the Royal Free Hospital nor UCLH are on this list of approved clinics.
