
THE IMAGE ON 
THE CLOTH 
Stuart Fleming and C. McManus consider 
the medical implications of the Turin Shroud. 
The much-publicised Turin Shroud is a strip of linen some 
14 feet long bearing a rust-coloured image of a naked man 
with long hair and a full beard, together with what appear 
to be stains from a multitude of wounds on his body. For 
many centuries it has been alleged that the Shroud is the 
cloth in which Joseph of Arimathaea wrapped the body of 
Jesus immediately after the Crucifixion. Consequently it 
has become a focus of veneration at its current resting 
place, a silvery reliquary stored in a vault of the Royal 
Chapel behind the chancel of Turin’s Duomo. 

This alone would not make the Shroud exceptional; 
Italy’s churches abound with relics, many attributed to the 
same crucial days in Christian history. But unlike the in- 
numerable fragments of the True Cross and, indeed, similar 
burial cloths (such as the Shroud of Veronica), the Turin 
Shroud has survived so many assaults on its authenticity 
that, today, several aspects of the restricted technical stud- 
ies so far reported support both its suggested age and pur- 
pose. 

HOW the image might have been formed remains uncer- 
tain. Recent simulation experiments carried out by Pierluigi 
Bollone on behalf of the Centro Internazionale di Sindono- 
logia of Turin have tended to confirm earlier suggestions 
that, in a damp environment, mixtures of aloes and myrrh 
(the normal Jewish anointing media) could leave fine, indel- 
ible impressions of a corpse on cloth. But relevant threads 
of the Shroud have yet to be analysed: perhaps that will fol- 
low the congress due to be held in Turin during September. 
Meanwhile, the Shroud already offers ample scope for a 
unique glimpse of antiquity. 

An image of crucifixion 
A close look at just the wrist markings on the Shroud 

swiftly dispels any doubts that what we are dealing with is 
the result of crucifixion. A large dark mark with a pair of 
tails (separated by about loo) runs horizontally along each 
forearm, and further up the arm there are more blood 
traces. Clearly, in life, the wounded arms were hung at 
about 60” to the vertical. We know, from the skeletal 
remains of another crucified man unearthed at Jerusalem in 
1968, that one method of suspending the body depended on 

I: piercing the forearm about 10 cm above the wrist’s crease, - . -I, __^  ̂,A L-- *I., -->I--- -~-a -. - 

Spear wound 
running to. 

the back 






