
HPSC0139: History of Science 2 

Course Syllabus 

2025-2026 session  
 

Course Information 

Basic course information 

Assessment: 
2 coursework essays. Paper 1: 1,000 words (40% of the final mark). Paper 2: 2,000 
words (60% of the final mark). 

Module tutor: Jenny Bulstrode; Cristiano Turbil; Theo Di Castri 

Contact: j.bulstrode@ucl.ac.uk  

Course PGTA(s): Lawrence Evans; Oksana Baigent 

Office location: Room 2.4,  22 Gordon Square 

Office hours: By appointment (please email). 
 

 

 

 

This course offers an in-depth exploration of current concerns and issues in the history of science. The 
course introduces students to recent work in the field through an investigation of a wide range of global 
locations and topics, which might come from any period between antiquity and the recent past. Indicative 
topics may include, for example, postcolonial approaches to the history of science; Islamic medicine; 
scientific instruments and material culture; historical anthropology and archaeology of science; relations of 
science and art; science and religion; and relations of science and the environment. Specific topics may 
change each year. Assessment is by two coursework essays. Paper 1: 1,000 words (40% of the final mark). 
Paper 2: 2,000 words (60% of the final mark). 
 
The theme for 2025-26 is “Global Histories of Science”.  

mailto:j.bulstrode@ucl.ac.uk
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Schedule 
 

UCL Week Topics 

20 Introduction (Dr Jenny Bulstrode)  

21 (Dis)locating the Social Sciences (Dr Theo Di Castri) 

22 Science, Medicine and Knowledge Exchange in the 
Islamic Golden Age (Dr Cristiano Turbil) 

23 Patchworks of Practice (Dr Theo Di Castri) 

24 The 1894 Plague of Hong Kong (Dr Cristiano Turbil) 

25 READING WEEK: No classes 

26 The property of skill (Dr Jenny Bulstrode) 

27 Globalised medicine (Dr Cristiano Turbil) 

28 Whose meanings matter? (Dr Jenny Bulstrode) 

29 Troubled Traces, Transformative Takes (Dr Theo Di Castri) 

30 Essay clinic (all team)  

 

 

Assessments 

Summary 

Part % 
mark 

Description Deadline Words 

1 40 In-depth source analysis of one or more primary sources 
pertaining to the history of global history of science 

Feb 18 1000  

2 60 Research essay Apr 01 2000  
 

 
Aim of the course 
 
The aim of the course is to offer an introduction to recent scholarship on the global history of science.  
 
Objectives of the course 
 
By the end of the course, it is hoped that you will have acquired :  

• an understanding of different approaches to the making and use of natural knowledge in a 
variety of global contexts.  

• an in-depth knowledge of elements of this history, demonstrated in essay assessments. 
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• key essay writing skills; the ability to select the most important facts, to marshal those in 
argument and an awareness of the strengths and weaknesses of that argument.  

• historiographical skills; an awareness of anachronism and the methods of writing the history of 
science. 

 
Schedule of Classes. 
 
Listed readings are indicative of the seminar preparation which will take the form of an assignment.  
 
January 12. Introduction (Dr Jenny Bulstrode) 
What is global history of science? Why is it different from world history of science? Why does it matter 
and how can we recognise oppressive structures in the secondary literature as well as in sources? This 
session introduces key concepts through practical examples.  
 
Indicative 

• Bhimull, Chandra, et al. (2022) ‘Systemic and Epistemic Racism in the History of 
Technology.’ Technology and Culture, vol. 63 no. 4, 935-952 
 

 
January 19. (Dis)locating the Sciences (Dr Theo Di Castri) 
This class explores the potential of microhistories to remap and recenter histories of 20th century 
sciences. 
 
Indicative 

• Soto Laveaga, G. (2018). Largo dislocare: connecting microhistories to remap and recenter 
histories of science. History and Technology, 34(1), 21-30. 

 
January 26. Science, Medicine and Knowledge Exchange in the Islamic Golden Age (Dr Cristiano Turbil)  
This week focuses on the scientific and medical advancements of the Islamic Golden Age. Greek 
knowledge, especially Hippocratic-Galenic medicine, was translated into Arabic and enriched by Persian 
and Indian traditions, creating a new ‘global’ scientific culture. 
 
Indicative 

• Savage-Smith, E. (2013). Medicine in Medieval Islam. In D. Lindberg & M. Shank (Authors), The 
Cambridge History of Science (The Cambridge History of Science, pp. 139-167). Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. doi:10.1017/CHO9780511974007.007 

 
 
February 02. Patchworks of Practice (Dr Theo Di Castri) 
Using drug prevention efforts from across the Americas as case studies, this class explores how insights 
from geography can help us create more room for plurality and possibility within our ‘global’ histories of 
science. 
 
Indicative 

• Roumeliotis, F. (2015). Politics of prevention: The emergence of prevention 
science. International Journal of Drug Policy, 26(8), 746-754. 

 
 
 



2025-2026 session 
 

 4 

February 09. The 1894 Plague of Hong Kong (Dr Cristiano Turbil) 
This class explores the complex interplay of medical, political, and social concerns in framing pandemics 
as global events with deep local ramifications. We will work on Medical Reports and lay primary sources 
material.  
 
Indicative 

• Peckham, Robert, (2016), “Hong Kong Junk: Plague and the Economy of Chinese 
Things.” Bulletin of the History of Medicine, vol. 90, no. 1, 32–60.  
 

 

February 16. READING WEEK 
 
 
 
February 23. The property of skill (Dr Jenny Bulstrode) 
This session is about skill and the way focusing on the skill of differing knowledge cultures can be a 
route to resisting the physical and epistemic violence of past and present events. In the session we look 
at ‘the property of skill’ and reclaiming that skill in collections looted from global cultures of science, 
including across the Middle East, East Asia, Africa and Caribbean. 
 
Indicative 

• Bandama, F., Babalola, A.B. (2023) ‘Science, Not Black Magic: Metal and Glass Production in 
Africa’. African Archaeological Review 40, 531–543  

 
 
March 03. Globalised medicine (Dr Cristiano Turbil) 
This class explores medicine, its actors, practitioners, and practices in post-colonial, post-Cold War 
global settings. The goal is to appraise a global history approach to medicine - its history and potential 
future - through the critical review of case studies. 
 
Indicative 

• Warwick Anderson, 'Making Global Health History: The Postcolonial Worldliness of 
Biomedicine', Social History of Medicine 27:2 (2014), 372-84.  

 
 
March 09. Whose meanings matter? (Dr Jenny Bulstrode) 
This session is about whose meanings count in writing global histories of science and technology. The 
session introduces the importance of ‘reading against the grain’ to reclaim meaning, in particular the 
meaning of global justice and modern freedoms. 
 
Indicative 

• Shilliam, R. (2017). Race and Revolution at Bwa Kayiman. Millennium: Journal of International 
Studies, 45(3), 269-292 

 
March 16. Troubled Traces, Transformative Takes (Dr Theo Di Castri) 
This class will explore how present-day scholars are finding creative and transformative ways to 
reengage scientific archives that are the product of troubled colonial histories. 
 
Indicative 

https://academic-oup-com.libproxy.ucl.ac.uk/shm/article/27/2/372/1708273
https://academic-oup-com.libproxy.ucl.ac.uk/shm/article/27/2/372/1708273
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• Basu, P., & De Jong, F. (2016). Utopian archives, decolonial affordances Introduction to special 
issue. Social Anthropology/Anthropologie Sociale, 24(1), 5-19. 

 
March 23. Essay clinic (all team) 
 
 
Course expectations 

Students are expected to attend all classes, and to be prepared to discuss the readings which 
they should bring to class either in hard copy or electronic format. Students should read and 
make notes on essential texts, thinking of questions to ask about them in class. If a student 
cannot attend, please let the module tutor know beforehand. 

 

Important policy information 

Details of college and departmental policies relating to modules and assessments can be found in the STS 
Student Handbook www.ucl.ac.uk/sts/handbook  
 
All students taking modules in the STS department are expected to read these policies. 

 
 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/sts/handbook

