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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

Moodle page: 

 
https://moodle.ucl.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=52663 
  

Credits: 15  

Assessment: Coursework (3,000 words) - 100% 

Preparation:  
See the moodle page for each week’s preparation. 

The preparation listed in this pdf is a provisional guide. 

Course tutor(s): Dr Jenny Bulstrode 

Term: Term 1 

Teaching session: Thursdays 14:00-16:00 

Room: Gordon Square (21) 104   

This module develops social and historical perspectives in STS with the insights of radical, anti-
colonial and decolonizing traditions. Exploring racial capitalism through case studies from 
reproductive rights to remote sensing and misinformation to migrant crossings, this module 
supports students to develop their own short research project on a topic that matters to them and 
to develop their own critical research about the place of science in the global system.  

HPSC0033 Special Topics in the History and Philosophy 
of Science: 

 
Science and the Global System 

https://moodle.ucl.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=52663


 

 

WHAT IS THE SCHEDULE? 
  

Date 
(UCL week) 

Title Summary 
 
 

2 Oct 
(6) 

Introduction assessment, module requirements, methodology.  
 
N.B: engages with historical sources on medical consent, 
abortion, and sterilisation targeting marginalised groups. 
  

9 Oct 
(7) 

Reading against 
the grain 

‘objectivity’, racist and colonial ideologies 

16 Oct 
(8) 

Concepts of 
invention 

grassroots innovation vs hype and the so-called heroes of 
invention 

23 Oct 
(9) 

“Why blame 
poor nature?” 

natural science and deflecting blame 

30 Oct 
(10) 

Corporate 
empires 

neocolonialism, extraction and the development of debt 

 
 

  
13 Nov 

(12) 
Smoke and 

mirrors 
lobby tactics and distorting histories for regressive policies 

20 Nov 
(13) 

Technologies of 
the dispossessed 

repurposing, survival, memory, identity 

27 Nov 
(14) 

Building in 
better ideals 

activism, liberatory science, decolonising science 

4 Dec 
(15) 

 Research in 
progress 

individual presentations, peer and tutor feedback, discussion. 

11 Dec 
(16) 

Research in 
progress 

individual presentations, peer and tutor feedback, discussion. 

 



 

 

WHAT DO I EXPECT FROM YOU ON THIS MODULE? 

 
• Actively contribute, i.e. prepare discussion points and contribute those points in class. 
• Critically evaluate, i.e. actively assess the strengths and limitations of secondary 

literature and primary sources, rather than passively accept or summarise information.  
• Sustained research, i.e. identify and engage closely with more than one primary source. 
• In-depth research, i.e. recognise the significance of details, such as nuances of language 

use and imagery.  
• Situated research, i.e. show the significance of specific contexts (e.g. local politics, 

geographies and social conventions) to the case you are analysing.  
• Self-reflection i.e. actively assess the strengths and limitations of your own approach. 

 
WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT FROM ME ON THIS MODULE? 

 
• Support to develop critical discussion skills. 
• Support to develop critical STS and historical perspectives on urgent present-day 

issues. 
• Support to develop your own research on questions that interest and concern you. 
• Introduction to a combination of anticolonial and decolonial approaches. 
• Individual guidance e.g. through reading recommendations and feedback on work in 

progress. 
• Detailed feedback on your final assessment to support your future work and project 

development.  
 

 
 HOW WILL THIS MODULE BE TAUGHT? 

 
• Preparation – after the introductory session, all sessions will require preparatory work 

that will take the form of preparing questions and discussion points responding to assigned 
readings, films, podcasts &/or preparation of individual presentations.  

 
• Short introductory lectures – these are designed to help introduce a topic for discussion. 

 
• Active discussion - active discussion is a requirement of this module. See preparation. 

 
HOW IS THIS MODULE ASSESSED? 
 

• The assessment is a single 3,000-word coursework essay.  
• Essays are based on a topic of the student’s choice within the broad remit of the module, 

developing the relevance of critical historical insights on present day questions.  
• The essay question/title must be approved by the module tutor. 
• In the final two sessions, each student will present on their research project and receive 

feedback to help in the development of their coursework essay. 
 

 
WHEN IS THE ASSESSMENT DEADLINE?  
 

8th December 2025 at 1200pm 


