
 

 

2023 OPEN ACCESS GUIDELINES FOR LMCB AUTHORS 

 

• Open access (OA) policy applies to peer-reviewed research articles, conference proceedings and reviews 

 

• All LMCB research articles, conference proceedings and reviews MUST be compliant with MRC open access policy, 

irrespective of funding (because the LMCB is MRC-funded) 

 

• Requirement is open access, on publication, under the CC BY licence, in Europe PubMed Central, either through Gold or 

Green open access. 

 

• Journals fall under three categories:  

 
 

Fully open access journals – in the Directory of Open Access Journals. Gold open access. 

Journals with “transformative agreements” for UCL corresponding authors 

 

Transformative agreements with specific publishers allow papers by UCL corresponding authors to be made Gold open 

access. Find list of publishers and details here. The agreements mostly cover hybrid (subscription) journals, but include 

some fully open access ones. 

 

Hybrid (subscription) journals NOT in a transformative agreement 

 

Green open access/rights retention 
• Journal must allow the accepted manuscript to be made open access on publication (no embargo) in 

Europe PubMed Central under the CC BY licence/authors must retain their right to this 

• Authors MUST upload manuscript to Europe PMC on publication, with the CC BY licence and 0 embargo 

• Authors MUST upload manuscript to RPS within 3 months of online publication 

 

Gold open access – Immediate open access with one-off payment to unlock paywalled content 

• UKRI will not fund hybrid open access outside transformative agreements 

 

 

• UCL has funding to cover open access costs for fully open access journals and transformative agreement journals (see 

details in Table) 

 

• All LMCB research articles must include:  

 Details of how any underlying research materials, such as data, samples or models, can be accessed  

 

• UKRI/Wellcome submission statement and rights retention 

 

The wording below MUST be included in the funding acknowledgements section of ALL manuscripts and in any cover letter or 

note accompanying submissions: 

 

UKRI funding 

‘For the purpose of open access, the author has applied a Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) licence to any Author Accepted 

Manuscript version arising’. 

 

Wellcome plus UKRI funding 

‘This research was funded in whole, or in part, by Wellcome [Grant number]. For the purpose of Open Access, the author has 

applied a CC BY public copyright licence to any Author Accepted Manuscript version arising from this submission.’    

 

When you are getting a manuscript ready for publication, please check: 

1.DOAJ, to see whether your journal of interest is fully open access – if so, contact UCL’s OA Team for funding 

2.If the corresponding author is at UCL, whether your journal of interest is in UCL’s transformative agreements 

 

If you are publishing in a journal that is  

• NOT fully open access, AND 

o NOT in UCL’s transformative agreements OR  

o the corresponding author is NOT at UCL 

contact UCL’s OA Team using their request form to discuss how to meet the open access requirements.  

https://doaj.org/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/library/open-access/transformative-publisher-agreements
https://doaj.org/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/library/open-access/open-access-request-form
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/library/open-access/transformative-publisher-agreements
https://doaj.org/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/library/open-access/transformative-publisher-agreements
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/library/open-access/open-access-request-form


 

 

 

JOURNAL 

 

 

PUBLISHER 

 

FULLY OA/TRANSFORMATIVE AGREEMENT/ 

GREEN (RIGHTS RETENTION) 

HYBRID (SUBSCRIPTION) JOURNALS NOT IN TRANSFORMATIVE AGREEMENTS 

(Green/rights retention) 

Nature and sister 

journals 

SpringerNature Rights Retention – include submission statement and discuss with OA 

Team before submission. 

PNAS National Academy of Sciences Rights Retention – include submission statement and discuss with OA 

Team before submission. 

Science AAAS Specifically permits Rights Retention. Include submission statement 

and upload accepted manuscript to Europe PubMed Central and RPS. 

FULLY OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS (mandatory fee for open access) 

(Gold) 

Cell Reports Elsevier OA funding available 

ELife Elife OA funding available 

Journal of Biological 

Chemistry 

Elsevier OA funding available 

Nature 

Communications 

Nature OA funding available 

Scientific Reports  Nature OA funding available 

JOURNALS WITH TRANSFORMATIVE AGREEMENTS FOR UCL CORRESPONDING AUTHORS 

(Gold for UCL corresponding authors; rights retention for non-UCL corresponding authors) 

Cell Elsevier UCL agreement covers Gold open access fees for UCL corresponding 

authors. Rights retention for non-UCL CAs. 

Current Biology Elsevier UCL agreement covers Gold open access fees for UCL corresponding 

authors. Rights retention for non-UCL CAs. 

Development Company of Biologists UCL agreement covers Gold open access fees for UCL corresponding 

authors. Rights retention for non-UCL CAs. 

Developmental Cell Elsevier UCL agreement covers Gold open access fees for UCL corresponding 

authors. Rights retention for non-UCL CAs. 

Journal of Cell 

Science 

Company of Biologists UCL agreement covers Gold open access fees for UCL corresponding 

authors. Rights retention for non-UCL CAs. 

Journal of Cell 

Biology 

Rockefeller University Press UCL agreement covers Gold open access fees for UCL corresponding 

authors. Rights retention for non-UCL CAs. 

Neuron Elsevier UCL agreement covers Gold open access fees for UCL corresponding 

authors. Rights retention for non-UCL CAs. 

EMBO Journal Wiley UCL agreement covers Gold open access fees for UCL corresponding 

authors. Rights retention for non-UCL CAs. 

EMBO Reports Wiley UCL agreement covers Gold open access fees for UCL corresponding 

authors. Rights retention for non-UCL CAs. 

PLOS journals Public Library of Science UCL agreement covers Gold open access fees for UCL corresponding 

authors. OA funding available for other papers. 

 

 


