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UCL CENTRE FOR LANGUAGES & 

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 

 

 

 

Evening Courses 

 

Spanish Level 5+ 
(Common European Framework Level C1) 

 
Prerequisite for entry 
Successful completion of Spanish level 5 at UCL CLIE or high A Level grade (or equivalent); an 
extended stay in a Spanish speaking country in the recent past is recommended and/or a 
very good knowledge of the language and the ability to conduct a conversation with 
accuracy and fluency.  
 
 
Term duration 
10 x 2-hour classes 
 
Self-Study 
40 hours in total 
 
Progression 
After 20 hours students may progress to level Proficiency 
 

 

Aims and Objectives 
 
The course is designed for advanced level students requiring the language for vocational or 
professional purposes. The course comprises knowledge and understanding both of the 
structure of the Spanish language and of the social, historical and cultural contexts in which 
Spanish is currently used. It enables participants to use their language skills in a wide variety of 
situations. The course covers culture, history, current affairs and the latest issues in Spanish 
speaking countries as well as other related topics. 
The course will enhance knowledge and use of complex structures and provides a variety of 
styles and registers from a range of authentic material. 
 

 
Functions 
 

- Describing, paraphrasing and defining; analysing and evaluating. 
- Expressing and defending a point of view. Refusing and accepting other opinions. 
- Reacting, suggesting and commenting to written/audio input in Spanish. 
- Interacting, debating and speculating using expressions at an advanced level. 
- Composing written pieces of information for different purposes. 
- Writing formal letters. 
- Conducting presentations on a variety of complex topics. 
- Summarising complex/extensive authentic written and audio-visual material. 
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Course Content 
 

Topics will be chosen by the tutor in order to cover grammar aspects, and they will be related 
both to Spain and Spanish speaking Latin American countries. The course may include some 
of the following topics: 

 

- Current affairs: cultural, politic and social issues.  
- History and traditions. 
- Arts (music, literature, cinema, arts and cultural heritage). 
- Geography and nature: cities, regions, countries.  
- Working life: work and studies.  
- Science and technology. 
- Health and lifestyle.  
- Economy. 
- Media and new technologies. 
- Sports and leisure activities. 

 

 
Skills 
 
Reading 

- Reading for gist (skimming), scanning for specific information. 
- In depth analysis of complex topics in newspapers/magazines and specialised publications. 

Writing 
- Short essays. 
- Analysis and review of articles.  
- Summaries. 
- Critical comments. 

Listening  
- Radio, television, audio and video recordings, film excerpts.  
- Presentations, summaries and clips.  

Speaking 
- Formal and informal discussions, debates, round table. 
- Presentations and role-play activities.  

 

 
Grammar 
 

- Further use of all subjunctive tenses. 
- Noun clauses. 
- Adjectival clauses. 
- Adverbial clauses. 
- Connectors, linking structures and prepositions. 
- Reported speech. 
- Verbal periphrasis.  
- The use of nouns with linking words versus the use of verbs with connectors. 
- Idiomatic expressions. 

 

 
Learning Resources (materials will be drawn from the following): 
 
Books: Prisma C1, Aula 4, Abanico, El Ventilador, Materia Prima. 
 
Additional Material  
- Authentic written material from various sources such as El País, Cambio 16, El Mundo, etc. 
- Authentic audio and audio-visual material. 
- Spanish and Latin American films.  
- Articles, pieces of news, videos, and documentaries extracted from Internet.  
 

In addition there is a wide range of language learning materials for self-study in the Self-
Access Centre. 
 


