
Searching in IRIS 
 
There are three main routes to searching for an item of information on IRIS. 
 
Upon logging in you are immediately presented with a quick-search feature in the blue box to the 
right of the page and two links for overlaying the changing image for Departments and Themes, 
respectively.  
                         

                                         

Figure 1 

 
A more thorough search can be achieve in two ways though both will require you to click on the 
link below the search box entitled “> More search options”. 
 

1. The default Search IRIS box is the bog standard string search that scans the 
complete database for items matching the requested string (see example below): 

                                                        

Figure 2 

 

The section below (encapsulated in blue) is a simple representation of the last search and the 
number of results generated from that search. If the number matches generated is not to 
expectations, you can use the same box to initiate a new search criteria. 

                    

Figure 3 



 

The section below (encapsulated in green) shows the results in a little more information, with 
research papers having a list of authors under the sub-heading. It also shows the number of pages 
(of results) available, should you decide to click forwards and see some of the other entries. 

                

Figure 4 

 

The section below (encapsulated in red) is perhaps the most important and useful part of the result 
set, as it gives a clear indication of how many of the total result (hits) are associated to which 
categories, such as Researchers, Publications, Departments, etc.. 
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By clicking on these categories we can drill down to the specific items required: 

 

    

Figure 7 

By Clicking on the Research Activities link (highlighted above) will produce the following results: 
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By Clicking on the Cellular Microbiology link (highlighted above) will produce the following results: 

 

Figure 9 

By Clicking on the Dr Sean Nair link (highlighted above) will produce the following results: 
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2. The next method is actually an extension of what we did above. This involves drilling 
down a series of categories to reach the desired item(s). This process is much like 
an inverted tree diagram and can be accessed in one of two ways. 
 
a. The first way is to use either of the two available links presented on the home page 

overlaying the changing image, entitled “Browse Research Departments” & “Browse 
Research Themes” (See the chapter “Navigating in IRIS”). 
 

b. The second is to select the “More Search Options” link under the Search IRIS string 
search-box. This will result in two new areas. 

 

i. The advanced search criteria that will be discussed in the 3rd method. 
 

ii. The navigation pane to the left of the screen that can be expanded by 
clicking on “Browse IRIS”: 

         

Figure 11 

This works much in the same way as the Microbiology example in Method 1, utilising a drill down 
mechanism: 
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For example, if we wanted to find out the numbers and names of all the researchers that work 
within the field of Genetics, Evolution and Environment, we could follow these steps: 

 

 Start at ‘Faculty’ and choose the Life Sciences: 
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 Choose the Division of Biosciences at the next level: 
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 Choose Genetics, Evolution & Environment at the next level: 
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 View Output: 
 

            

Figure 16 

3. The third and final method is by utilizing the advanced search options to narrow your 
result sets. 

                                                  

 



                   

Figure 17 

 

The advanced search option is primarily used for reporting but can be used for any purpose. The 
fields allow you to define date ranges, authors, departments, etc… and this is particularly useful if 
there has been many research activities done on the same area on multiple occasions. 

For example, if we wanted to search for all research in the field of oncology for the 20 years up to 
the new millenium. You would enter “Oncology” into the box entitled “All the Words” and then set 
the dates of publishing to be between 1st January 1980 to 31st December 1999, and click on 
search. 

You will be presented with something like the following: 
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