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QS-ION publications 145
Research

papers

QS-ION PIs pursuing

 COVID-19 research
25

Principal 
investigators

QS-ION activities 

• Medicinal Chemistry (COV-SARS-2 inhibitors)

• Assay Development 

• COVID-19 100,000 project /GenOMICC

• COVID-CNS neurology & long-COVID-19 clinic

• EULAR COVID-19 Database

• Long-term COVID-19 outcome in epilepsy

COVID-19 Research at the Queen Square Institute of Neurology

• COVID-19 based collaborations China, India Brazil 

• Respondent to the Module 2 UK COVID-19 Inquiry

• Membership of the Independent SAGE Committee 

• National policy (Scientific Advisory Board of 

Cabinet Office modelling COVID-19)

Research 
Departments

Divisions 
e.g. 

(Neurosurgery)



COVID-19 Research at the Queen Square Institute of Neurology

et al., 

1134 124,155

QS IoN discoveries covered by national 

international media and editorials including: 

e.g., Karl Friston interviewed on BBC 

Newsnight and Channel 4 News



THANKS TO SELINA  WRAY!



Peer reviewed publication outputs 2022-23

• 1959 papers        cf (1726  21-22)

• 34 book chapters

One peer reviewed publication every 4h! 

ESI world ranking for highly cited authors in Neuroscience and Behaviour:

• 3 in the top 100 authors / 2 in the top 50

61 publications in the top 50 “top tier” journals:
BMJ(2) Cancer Cell(1) Cell(1) European Heart J(2) Lancet(5) Lancet Neurology(19) Lancet 

Resp Med(2) Nature(12) Nature Med(11) Nature Rev Clin Oncology(1) Nature Rev Disease 

Primers(1) Nature Rev Drug Discovery(1) Nature Rev Methods Primers(1) Science(2)



2023

5 Year Trend – ION Income
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£335m active grants 2023

21%    in income
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5 Year Trend - ION Contribution

43%    in contribution



Our Mission

Our mission; translate Neuroscience Discovery Research into Treatments for 

Neurological Diseases

5.7 million

£4.4 billion NHS annual cost

Deeply understand mechanisms of brain 

health & disease at multiple scales

Translate, discoveries into prevention, 

diagnostics, therapies

Education, train next generation

Impacts locally, nationally, internationally 

Supportive, respectful, diverse 

community, driving partnerships

Financially and carbon sustainable  

ION Strategic Plan 2022-2027-mission



SEP 2022 – SEP 2023

67 active clinical studies

271 recruited participants

> 1480 research visits

First global dose – April 2023

6

6

%

66%

34%

Commercial 

Sponsors

Non-commercial 

Sponsors

Dementia

Parkinson’s and Parkinsonisms

Huntington's Disease

Stroke

Motor Neuron Disease

Neurometabolic

Neuromuscular

Ataxia

Autoimmune Encephalitis

Multiple Sclerosis

Others

Leonard Wolfson Experimental Neurology Centre 

(LWENC) Translational to 

patients

Lead UK site > 70% 

of studies

Prof Vincenzo Libri



• Competitive process judged by international panel -  £800m awarded to 

20 BRCs across England

• Five year 2022-2027

• UCL/UCLH BRC one of only two BRCs awarded > £90m

– 14 themes submitted with 2 at Queen Square

– Translational neuroscience & Dementia (in the Neuro Cluster) 

~£13M

 



BRC Dementia Theme

Three sub-themes:

• Genetics & Cells

• Therapies

• Biomarkers

Selina Wray

Co-Lead, 

G&C

Nick Fox

Theme 

Lead 

Cath Mummery  

Therapies Lead
Seb Crutch

PPI/E Lead

Gisela 

Barreto

Ops Mgr

Jon Schott
Biomarkers Co-Leads

Jon Rohrer

BRC DEMENTIA

THEME ~£4.5m



3 sub-themes

Therapeutics

Technologies & 

diagnostics
Data Science

7 multi-disciplinary, clinical 
academic centres:
1. Epilepsy
2. Motor Neuron Disease; 
3. Movement Disorders -

Neurodegeneration;
4. Multiple Sclerosis and 

Neuroinflammatory 
Diseases; 

5. Neuromuscular diseases; 
6. Neuro-oncology; 
7. Stroke - Rehabilitation

Olga 

Ciccarelli
Theme Lead 

Matthew 

Walker
Co-Lead

Rob 

Brownstone
Sub-theme Lead 

Sonia

Gandhi
Sub-theme Lead 

Parashkev

Nachev
Sub-theme Lead 

Laura 

Benjamin
Sub-theme Lead 

Henry 

Houlden
Sub-theme Lead 

Gisela 

Barreto

Ops Mgr

BRC TRANSLATIONAL

NEUROSCIENCE 

THEME ~£8.5m



ION Leader in Translational Genomics-Gene Therapy

PRECLINICAL GENE THERAPY 
REFRACTORY EPILEPSY

GENE DISCOVERY

RNA  ASO
DNA CRISPR

£20M

GENE THERAPY
SPASTICITY & MND

FIRST IN MAN TRIALS 2020-
21

AAV
virus

GENETIC THERAPY TECHNIQUES



Dept of Neurodegenerative Disease: Genetic Therapy Accelerator Centre

Mission: 

Embed RNA & AAV Genetic Therapies into basic & clinical research cross-cutting 

activity IoN QS, GOS ICH, FBS, FPHS  

Planning of Genetic Therapy Vector Core facility at the new GIR

• Recruitment of senior fellows with RNA (Sara Aguti) and AAV (Jo Ng) expertise 

•  IoN Genetic Therapy Board- linking across Faculty

• UKRI Nucleic Acid Therapy Acc Award £8M (UCL  £1.8M  Tabrizi, Muntoni, Bates Wray)

• MRC Node: Establishing a National Platform for the Development of Nucleic Acid Therapy 

for Rare Disease £1,200,000 (Zhou & Muntoni co-PI)

 

GTAC Director, Francesco Muntoni, GTAC is honored 
with the 2023 EPNS Aicardi Lecture Award 

Bönnemann CG, Belluscio BA, Braun S, Morris C, Singh T, Muntoni F.



Neuroscience, Cancer, Hearing Advanced Therapy Research Pharmacy

£4m UCLH-UCL STRATEGIC FUND 

Jat Harchowal

UCLH Chief Pharmacist
Laura Churchward

UCLH Director Strategy

OPENING 

2024



Local Key Partnerships to deliver Translational Neuroscience

NHNN Hospital / UCLH Trust

Faculty, LMS, UCL

NIHR Biomedical Research Centre: 

TN and Dementia

UCL Neuroscience Domain

UCL Partners

Sainsbury 

Wellcome 

Centre

Crick 

Institute

KEY LOCAL ALIGNMENTS & PARTNERSHIPS

FOR EFFECTIVE TRANSLATION



Charity / Philanthropy Partners

UCL OVPA

Brain Research UK

National Brain Appeal 

Many charities and patient organisations e.g. 

Epilepsy Society, SameYou, Alzheimer’s Society, ARUK, MDUK, UCLH Charity



(Some!) research highlights 2022-23



Queen Square 

Institute of 

Neurology

Research Department Groupings at QS ION

Brain Repair & Rehabilitation

Prof Dave Werring

UK Dementia Research 

Institute @ UCL

Prof  Karen Duff

Neuroinflammation

Prof Olga Ciccarelli

Clinical & Experimental 

Epilepsy

Prof Ley Sander

Neuromuscular 

Diseases

Prof Linda Greensmith

Clinical & 

Movement 

Neuroscience

Prof Tony Schapira

Neurodegenerative 

Disease

Profs Sarah Tabrizi and Nick Fox

Wellcome Centre for Human 

Neuroimaging

Prof Martina Callaghan 



Department of Imaging Neuroscience          

Martina Callaghan 

15 PIs   

Active Grants £42.9 million

Perceptual Expectations False Percepts Peter Kok



Department of Imaging Neuroscience 

Spedden et al. (2023) Investigating 
millisecond-scale functional 

connectivity between the brain and 
spinal cord using OPMs.

Measured brain and spinal cord activity during simple thumb contraction

+

Peak current flow occurred in the region of the spinal cord innervating 
the thumb muscle and exhibited significant cross-frequency coupling 

with measured muscle activity (EMG).

Novel Optically-Pumped 
Magnetometer (OPM) system for 

concurrent spatiotemporal imaging 
of human brain and spinal cord. 

Gareth Barnes

Discovery Neuroscience



Department of Imaging Neuroscience 

Ray Dolan
Discovery Neuroscience



Discovery Science                     Clinical research trials 

Department of Neuromuscular Disease

Linda Greensmith

16 PIs 221 staff and students 

Active Grants £63.9 million 
( ALS, Neuromuscular Diseases, Genetics)

Founding member of newly 
established UK MND Research 
Institute 2023

Global ALS Day: 21st June 2023 1st International London UCL-
Kennedy’s Disease Patient 
Conference – November 2023



Department of Neuromuscular Diseases – Discovery Neuroscience

Pathophysiology of Dyt1-Tor1a dystonia in mice is 
mediated by spinal neural circuit dysfunction
3 May 2023; Vol 15, Issue 694; DOI: 10.1126/scitranslmed.adg3904
Rob Brownstone and colleagues

Specialized astrocytes mediate 
glutamatergic gliotransmission in the CNS
06 September 2023

Kenneth Harris and colleagues

Identification of genetic risk loci and causal insights associated with 
Parkinson's disease in African and African admixed populations: a 
genome-wide association study
Published: August 23, 2023; 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/S1474-4422(23)00283-1 

Henry Holden and colleagues

Boosting peripheral BDNF rescues impaired in vivo axonal 

transport in CMT2D mice 
2023;8(9):e157191.https://doi.org/10.1172/jci.insight.157191

James Sleigh, Gipi Schiavo and colleagues 

Integrated transcriptome landscape of ALS identifies 
genome instability linked to TDP-43 pathology
2023 Apr 20;14(1):2176. doi: 10.1038/s41467-023-37630-6

Rickie Patani & colleagues

Post-transcriptional microRNA repression of PMP22 
dose in severe Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease type 1
2023 Jun 20:awad203. doi: 10.1093/brain/awad203

Mary Reily & colleagues

Rab10 regulates the sorting of internalised 
TrkB for retrograde axonal transport
Mar 10, 2023 https://doi.org/10.7554/eLife.81532

Gipi Schiavo and colleagues

Safety and efficacy of arimoclomol for inclusion body myositis: a 
multicentre, randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled trial
DOI:https://doi.org/10.1016/S1474-4422(23)00275-2
Pedro Machado, Mike Hanna and colleagues

https://doi.org/10.1126/scitranslmed.adg3904
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1474-4422(23)00283-1
https://doi.org/10.7554/eLife.81532
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1474-4422(23)00275-2


Department of Neuromuscular Diseases – ARUK UCL Drug Discovery Institute

New CSO joined UCL

Professor Fiona Ducotterd

CSO UCL DDI

Major Donors and President and CEO Tours

Roger Quinn Memorial 

Fund who find UDDI 

Chemistry team – family 

tour of UDDI

Hosted ARUK President David 

Cameron for a tour of the UDDI and 

the new GIR facility – 

Public Engagement





Brain Repair Rehabilitation: Discovery & Translational 

Science

Dave Werring

15 PIs

Active Grants £9.2m

Hani Marcus

Colleagues made 

critical contributions to 

this new definitive 

national guideline 



Department of Clinical & Movement Neuroscience

29 PIs     Active Grants £43.4 million 

Tony Schapira

Head 

Tom Warner 

Deputy 

Discovery Science                      Clinical research trials

(Movement Disorders Parkinson’s, Ataxia, mitochondrial disease),



Department of Clinical and Movement Neurosciences

DCMN Team total $25 million



Dept of Neurodegenerative Disease

26 PIs

Active Grants £69.2 million

Nick Fox               Sarah Tabrizi

BRC DEMENTIA

THEME HD centre



Dept of Neurodegenerative Disease: Sarah Tabrizi             & Nick Fox
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John Hardy

Helene Plun-Favreau



Dept of Neurodegenerative Disease: HD Centre

[insert award/prize]
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Selected Industry collaborations

• Tabrizi receives £1.1m UK DRI funding 

to investigate DNA repair in HD

• Tabrizi led the UCL arm (Bates, Wray, 

Muntoni) of the £8m Nucleic Acid 

Therapy Accelerator Award from UKRI 

MRC

Molecular Therapy
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Clinical trials 

• UniQure (Phase I/II) first HTT-lowering 

gene therapy trial for Huntington’s 

disease 

• PTC (Phase 1/II) small molecule 

splicing modulator trials

• Roche (phase II) ASO safety trial 

initiated 



Karen Duff
Centre Director
UK DRI at UCL

Quinquennial Review

The institute received excellent 

reviews and panel scores. The 

new 5-years of funding for the 

institute started April 2023

Professor 
Siddharthan Chandran 

appointed as new Director of 
the UK DRI

UK DRI Headquarters

12 UCL Group Leaders

Active Grant £54.7 million

6 PIs 

UK DRI Fluid Biomarker Platform was 
launched in 2022 to find new ways to detect 

and monitor neurodegenerative disease

Henrik Zetterberg & Amanda Heslegrave

UK Dementia Research Institute  

Adrian Ivinson 
 COO



UK Dementia Research Institute
Discovery Neuroscience

Schlepckow K, Morenas-Rodriguez E, Hong S, Haass C. In Press in Lancet 
Neurology Stimulated TREM2 dependent protective functions of microglia with 
agonistic antibodies – a novel therapeutic option for Alzheimer’s disease? 

Bart De Strooper

Frances Wiseman

Soyon Hong

MEG3 activates necroptosis in human neuron xenografts modeling 
Alzheimer's disease
Sriram Balusu 1 2, Katrien Horré 1 2, Nicola Thrupp 1 2, Katleen Craessaerts 1 2, An 
Snellinx 1 2, Lutgarde Serneels 1 2, Dries T'Syen 1 2, Iordana Chrysidou 1 2, Amaia M 
Arranz 3 4, Annerieke Sierksma 1 2, Joel Simrén 5 6, Thomas K Karikari 5 6 7, Henrik 
Zetterberg 5 6 8 9 10, Wei-Ting Chen 1 2, Dietmar Rudolf Thal 11 12, Evgenia Salta 13, Mark 
Fiers 1 2 9, Bart De Strooper 1 2 9

A research team led by Prof Bart De Strooper (UK 

DRI at UCL and VIB-KU Leuven) and Dr Sriram 

Balusu (VIB-KU Leuven) has finally discovered 

how neurons die in Alzheimer’s disease

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Balusu+S&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-2
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Horr%C3%A9+K&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-2
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Thrupp+N&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-2
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Craessaerts+K&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-2
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Snellinx+A&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-2
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Serneels+L&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-2
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=T%27Syen+D&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-2
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Chrysidou+I&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-2
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Arranz+AM&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-3
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-4
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Sierksma+A&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-2
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Simr%C3%A9n+J&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-5
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-6
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Karikari+TK&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-5
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-6
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-7
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Zetterberg+H&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Zetterberg+H&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-5
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-6
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-8
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-9
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-10
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Chen+WT&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-2
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Thal+DR&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-11
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-12
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Salta+E&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-13
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Fiers+M&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Fiers+M&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-2
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-9
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=De+Strooper+B&cauthor_id=37708272
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-2
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37708272/#full-view-affiliation-9


Department Clinical & Experimental Epilepsy             Enterprise

Prof Ley Sander

18 PIs

Active grants £35.4 million

Discovery Science                     Clinical research trials

Gabriele Lignani   

Michael Prize 2023 for best contribution 

in experimental Epilepsy Worldwide by 

young scientists

EPINAV 



Department of Clinical & Experimental Epilepsy 

Each year, American Epilepsy Society honours two most 
accomplished professionals in epilepsy worldwide with 

the Clinical & Basic Research Recognition Awards

Dimitri Kullmann FMedSci FRS

2023 Basic Science Research 

Recognition Award

Matthias Koepp PhD FRCP

2023 Clinical Science Research 

Recognition Award

2023 - The first time ever that both Awards 
went to the same Department!

UCL has now received five of the six awards 
that have ever come to the UK



Department of Neuroinflammation  

Prof Olga Ciccarelli   
12 PIs

Active grants £13.2 million

Severe neurological deficits in different models of 

multiple sclerosis may be due to tissue hypoxia, and

reduced by oxygen treatment.Precision Treatment Strategies in Multiple 
Sclerosis Using Next-generation Machine 
Learning

Dr Arman Eshagi 

awarded £965,915 

NIHR Fellowship



TRANSLATIONAL NEUROSCIENCE

Discovery of biomarkers to differentiate MS from its mimics (Ciccarelli et al.)

Cortese, Brain 2023 Cortese, Neurology 2023

Department of Neuroinflammation  



2023 Sustainability award winners at the Institute

Green Impact (Office awards)

Gold

• IoN Admin

• Dementia Research Centre

• Queen Square Library

LEAF (Lab awards)

Gold

•Department of Neurodegenerative Diseases

•Department of Neuromuscular Diseases

•Department of Clinical & Experimental Epilepsy

•Department of Clinical and Movement Neuroscience

•NMD-Cruciform Building

•Brain Repair and Rehabilitation - Spinal Repair Unit

•UK DRI

•Wellcome Centre for Human Neuroimaging

The Hot Brain - Climate Change 

and Neuroscience conference

Sanjay Sisodiya

Deputy IoN Director

  Climate Change



Equality, Diversity & Inclusion (EDI)

EDI Leadership Huge Thank You to everyone working on EDI!

Laura Allum, 

QS HR Manager

QS IoN Athena Swan Lead

l.allum@ucl.ac.uk

Dr Gabriele Lignani, 

QS IoN Athena Swan Lead

g.lignani@ucl.ac.uk

Dimitrios Zachos, 

QS IoN EDI Project Manager

d.zachos@ucl.ac.uk

Professor Hélène Plun-

Favreau, 

QS IoN Deputy Director for EDI

h.plun-favreau@ucl.ac.uk

1     EDI Committee

9     EDI Action Groups

80      IoN EDI Committee members

1 in 10 people volunteer to work in EDI at the IoN

In Numbers:



Become a member of the EDI 

Committee!

E-mail: ion.equality@ucl.ac.uk 

Equality, Diversity & Inclusion

Initiatives

Find out more at the EDI Website: www.ucl.ac.uk/ion/edi 

Tackling Bullying and Harassment

▶︎ Produced the IoN Code of Conduct:

1. Expected Behaviours

2. Unacceptable Behaviours 

3. Support available for victims

Supporting Staff Personal and Professional Development

▶︎ Early Career Researchers (ECR) Careers Day

▶︎ Technician and Research Assistant Leadership Development Programme

▶︎ Academic Promotions Workshops

▶︎ Mentoring schemes

Increased Mental Health Support

▶︎ Set up a Mental Health group

▶︎ Organised two Mental Health First Aiders Training sessions

▶︎ Celebrated the Mental Health Awareness Week

mailto:ion.equality@ucl.ac.uk
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/ion/edi
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ion/equality-diversity-inclusion/challenging-bullying-harassment-victimisation-and-intimidation
https://bit.ly/ECRcareersDay2023
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ion/equality-diversity-inclusion/wellbeing-and-mental-health-support-available-policies-and-benefits
https://bit.ly/3MLKpTF


Research Fellows

Olivia Wood

Claire Waddington

Rebecca Street

Jemima Phillips

Naomi Hannaway

Early Career Research Promotions  2022 - 2023



Early Career Research Promotions  2022 - 2023

Senior Research Fellows

Christina Toomey

Olga Kopach

Suran Nethisinghe

Samuel HarrisViorica Chelban

Emma Harding

Stefano Benvegnu

Jenna CarpenterMicol Falabella

Aitana Sogorb Esteve



Beate Diehl

Professor of 

Neurophysiology applied 

to Epilepsy

Gabriele Lignani

Professor of Translational 

Neuroscience

Rimona Weil

Professor of Neurology

Senior Promotions 2023

Tim Young

Professor (Teaching)

Afm Islam

Associate Professor 

(Teaching)

Robert Pitceathly

Professor of Clinical Neurology 

and Mitochondrial Medicine



Senior Promotions 2023

Declan Chard

Professorial Research 

Fellow

Robert Wykes

Principal Research 

Fellow

Keir Yong

Principal Research 

Fellow

James Sleigh

Principal Research 

Fellow

Arman Eshaghi

Principal Research 

Fellow



Professor Sarah Tabrizi MRC Millennium Medal 2022

HONOURS AND AWARDS 2022-23

Past winners include:

Cesar Milstein  2000

Peter Mansfield 2004

Ed Southern 2006

Greg Winter 2013

Janet Darbyshire 2017

Rory Collins 2020

Lisa Hall 2022



Awards -  Oct 2022 – Oct 2023

Prof Schapira 

 elected to 

Academia Europaea

Professors Ley Sander, Olga Ciccarelli & Henry 

Houlden elected Academy of Medical Sciences

Professor Mary 

Reilly Awarded 

ABN Medal 2023 

Dr Soyon Hong (UK DRI at UCL) 

awarded prestigious Alzheimer’s 

Research UK (ARUK) David Hague 

award for Early Career Investigator 



Welcoming New Staff

Siddharthan Chandran 

Director; UK DRI

Alex Addo

Returning to IoN as Education Manager

Fiona Ducotterd

Chief Scientific Officer
UCL Drug Discovery Institute

Jeshma Mehta

Centre Manager, UK DRI

Karl Frontzek

Clinical Associate Professor in 

Neuropathology/Honorary Consultant 

Neuropathologist
Clinical and Movement Neurosciences



Deaths

13th April 1948 –

2 September 2023

Professor Linda Maitland Luxon CBE

Pioneer  neuro-otology research

established world leading Department



UCL Institute of Neurology- Student Numbers 2012 - 2023

TRAINING THE NEXT GENERATION

Deputy IoN Director Education 

& Student Experience

IoN Student Numbers

Oct 2012 Oct 2023

MSc 80 294

PhD 170 236

TOTAL 250 530

268%

39%



PhD student day trip to Hastings -  July 2023







New Undergraduate courses for 2023 (iBSc) and 2024 (BSc)

Prof Tim Young

Prof James Kilner



Thank you!

David Blundred Caroline Selai



Queen Square Essay 

Prize 2023

 Joint Winners

Angelo Dawson 

 Changing the Narrative: Chronic Stroke 

Patients Can Recover Lost Motor 

Control

Oliver Ziff  

Decoding Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 

through Transcriptomics: The Role of DNA 

Damage



£261          £281m 

20222011

AN IDEA!

2024/25



Dual-hub for Translational Research

Resource for all UCL Neuroscience 

New IoN Building opens Q1 2025

• Extended Wolfson CRF 2024

• New Advanced Therapy Pharmacy 2024/25

    250 Euston Road



256 Grays Inn Road: 

Construction Progress 

 Nov 2021 images

Thanks to UCL Estates Team

Sponsor Alan Thompson

Thanks to David Howard

“BIG DIG” STARTED NOV 21- “BOTTOM OUT” FEB 2022 “TOP OUT” May 2023



ION-DRI Programme 2022: Time Capsule Burial: May 2022

256 Grays Inn Road



GIR Topping Out Ceremony: 11 May 2023



GIR Building Progress

June - August 2023



UCL ION 
DRI

Scientists

DRI National 
HQ

UCLH

Patient 
services

PARTNERSHIP



Our Vision

➢ A dual hub for UCL translational neuroscience 

➢ A new home for three partners: Queen Square 

Institute of Neurology, UK Dementia Research 

Institute and UCLH National Hospital of Neurology 

Neurosurgery

➢ Unrivalled opportunities for multidisciplinary 

collaboration 

➢ a world-leading technologically-advanced 

environment, with high performance laboratory 

equipment and services including nine core 

technology platforms and services. 

➢ Doctors, researchers and patients under one roof



A new way of working: Core technologies & services

➢ Cell imaging & microscopy

➢ hiPSC suite

➢ Tissue processing & analysis

➢ Single cell analysis & transcriptomics

➢ Genetic therapy vector facility 

➢ Animal behavioural suite 

➢ Genomics and high-throughput sequencing 

➢ Bioinformatics 

➢ MRI suite

Shared facilities Flexible space

Core 

technologies & 

central services



256 Grays Inn Road: CGI impressions  -  Co-location patients and science



ION New Building!

          1977

ION Established

       1950

National Hospital      

          1860
UCL Founded 1826

Looking back to look forward



INNOVATION AND IMPACT BENEFITTING MILLIONS  PEOPLE GLOBALLY                                                              

Neurogenetics 

born

“ONLY” 46 YEARS!

Thrombolysis

Diagnostic 

neurogenetics 

Parkinson’s Disease 

Dementia/ALS 

Pioneered MRI in 

Alzheimer’s

MS & SPM

Imaging Adopted 

globally trials 

/diagnosis 

New therapies/trials

Neurosurgical  

innovations 

DBS & Epilepsy



Success factors for an 

ecosystem of innovation

Brand new state of the art 

environment/technology

Attract the best people/ 

interdisciplinary teams 

Colocations of patients 

basic & clinical researchers

Ask the right questions

Inspiring environment for 

students
1977 to 2023 2025 to 2072  

Major challenges

Neurodegeneration

Dementia

Neurogenetic 

disease

Brain tumours

Neuroinflammatory

EpilepsyColocation 

Dual-hub ecosystem



UCL Queen Square Institute of Neurology

Annual Address 2023

Sir Patrick Vallance
Chair | The Natural History Museum

Chief Scientific Advisor Government 2018-23

“Why governments need science”
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