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Social Constructionist stance:

“The meanings of words are derived from an accumulated, dynamic, social use of 

particular forms of language, in different contexts and for different, sometimes 

conflicting purposes” (Maybin, in Wetherall, 2008: 65)

Small scale, qualitative, exploratory study with 6 young people who had 
offended (Young Offenders)

Three elements brought together:

Multiple Worlds Model (Phelan et al, 1993)

Dimensions of Learning (Illeris, 2007)

Narrative Oriented Inquiry (Hiles and Cermak, 2007)



What narratives about learning identity develop within stories of school 
experiences co-constructed between the young people and myself?

What narrative resources do these young people draw on to relay the 
subjective impact of their school experience and to indicate the strength of 
their learning identity?

How might Educational Psychologists be best placed to support those 
working with Young Offenders?



“People are never only (not even a close approximation to) a particular set 
of isolated theoretical notions, categories or terms... They are people living 

storied lives in storied landscapes” (Clandinin & Connelly, 2000: 145)

Educational Psychologists arguably work in two ways:
to focus on what the system of adults within young people’s worlds can do to enable 
them to achieve positive outcomes, and 

to develop equal, respectful and emancipatory ways of engaging with young people
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Development of a Narrative Interview 
Guide (Hiles & Čermák, 2007)

1. Tree of Life

http://dulwichcentre.com.au/the-
tree-of-life/

ACTIVITY!

http://dulwichcentre.com.au/the-tree-of-life/


2.  School-History Grid

Episode Title Age & 
Comments

1

2

3

4

...



Guiding Principle:
To privilege the young person’s voice – both their perspectives and their sense of meaning 
and understanding,

Following conversations rather than ‘chasing obvious stories’ (Wareham, 2012)
No specific questions used in conversations,

Socratic / reflective questions and prompts used.
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Creation of raw ‘working’ transcripts,

Attending to ‘stories’ as well as how they are told,

Creation of ‘narrative’ transcripts (using Atkinson’s life story transcription 
method)

To tell the life stories of the people being interviewed in their own words from what they 
have already said on tape

Transcription as a vehicle for ensuring accuracy of meaning in what is said, through being 
clear, complete and concise

Editing is done to capture the intended meaning conveyed in the words used by the 
person telling the story.  The ‘interviewer’s’ words are edited out.



Narrative transcripts were taken 
back to the young people

I read their stories back to them

They could add to, amend or alter 
details

Stories derive their convincing power 
not from verifiability, but from 
verisimilitude: they will be true 
enough if they ‘ring true’ 
(Amsterdam & Bruner, 2000).

Narratives do not establish the 
truth of... such events, nor does 

narrative reflect the truth of 
experience.  Narratives create the 
very events they reflect upon.  In 

this sense, narratives are 
reflections on – not of – the world 

as it is known (Denzin, 2000).
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JN:    So you had three or four moves in L then?

SM:   Three or four?  Probably over 10!

JN:     Really?!

SM:   Yep

JN:     So did they just keep transferring you?

SM:   Oh no!  I thought you were talking about 
house moves, not  school moves!

JN:     Oh, so you had house moves on top of school 
moves?

SM:   Yeah, I’ve lived everywhere in L.



The Instability Narrative
DK: Yeah, and then like, in Year 4, I moved to my Step-Gran’s house until Year 7 actually, and 
then Year 8, like sort of Year 8-ish, I got excluded and then, and moved to my Gran’s house 
and then moved to my Dad’s house...

The Incompatibility Narrative
JL: In that school they just threaten you and stuff; lots of threats all the time.  It’s annoying.  
They’re always saying “If you do that again... If you, um, slip up one more time, I’m gonna 
chuck you out” and it’s just annoying.

The Reformation Narrative
DK: ...And my first teacher in Year 4, she was the best as well because she was a new  
teacher and I didn’t really know her and I got to know her better.

JN:  Oh, ok.  So how, how did that happen?

DK: She just like, showed me around and  stuff, and then she... Made me feel like I had been 
there since nursery... She just explained stuff better, she was calm, she just talked to me...



New therapeutic directions: 
using Narrative resources within Youth Offending Service and with education 
professionals; working narratively to reduce use of ‘thin’ descriptions of young people and 
encourage the description of rich, ‘thick’ alternative stories,

‘Re-storying’ Alternative Provision: 
using Narrative techniques with professionals, families and young people to re-imagine 
special and alternative provision as ‘ideal havens’ (Kim, 2011) for young people who 
appear unlikely to succeed in mainstream,

Giving Voice: 
working narratively with Young Offenders to develop their life story coherently, integrating 
past faults into a generative script for the future.  Working to co-construct life stories in 
sensitive and emancipatory ways.



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjel-SGu9TNAhWJAsAKHTEiC0EQjRwIBw&url=http://www.123rf.com/clipart-vector/question_mark.html&psig=AFQjCNElUfLGni4rKK7i0RBUidfu6wuxjA&ust=1467537946711329
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjel-SGu9TNAhWJAsAKHTEiC0EQjRwIBw&url=http://www.123rf.com/clipart-vector/question_mark.html&psig=AFQjCNElUfLGni4rKK7i0RBUidfu6wuxjA&ust=1467537946711329

