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The UCL Social Research Institute is a world-
leading centre for policy-oriented social science.
Our mission is to change the world through our
research, our teaching and our public engagement.

Our academic staff have backgrounds in sociology,
economics, anthropology, psychology ana
demography, as well as social policy. We have
diverse methodological expertise, from ethnography
to advanced guantitative work. This mix of
disciplines and methods gives us a unique capacity
to generate new insights on social problems and

to provide innovative taught programmes.

Research is a major focus of SRI with an annual
research income of over £15 million. Our research
work is organised within seven renowned centres.



| am delighted to introduce the first-ever Impact Report from
the UCL Social Research Institute. This annual review aims to
showcase the breadth and depth of the policy influence our
research has achieved over the past year.

As the newly appointed Head of Department, succeeding
Professor Toby Seddon, | am proud to continue building on
the strong foundations laid since SRI was formed ten years
ago, initially as the Department of Social Science. This
report reflects not only the dedication and expertise of our
researchers but also our commitment to ensuring that
rigorous academic work informs real-world policy decisions.

This year has been particularly exciting for us. For example,
following the conclusion of the Early Life Cohort Feasibility
Study, SRI's Centre for Longitudinal Studies was awarded a
major ESRC grant to launch a brand new cohort study that
will follow the lives of 30,000 children born in the UK in 2026
and their families. This ambitious project represents a once-
in-a-generation opportunity to deepen our understanding of
childhood, family life, and social change, and it will underpin
impactful research for decades to come.

Beyond this, our colleagues have continued to deliver world-
leading research, which has been widely disseminated through
peer-reviewed journal articles, and covered in major print

and online news outlets. Our researchers regularly deliver
workshops and presentations, and advise senior policymakers,
as well as disseminating their work through creative outlets
such as photo exhibitions and films.

The examples highlighted here demonstrate how our research
has shaped debates, guided decision-making, and contributed
to meaningful societal change. We hope this report provides a
clear snapshot of the value and impact of our work, and we look
forward to continuing these contributions in the years ahead.

Thank you for your continued support and engagement
with our mission, and from all of us at SRI, we wish you a
happy festive season.
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Professor Mette Louise Berg
Head of UCL Social Research Institute



SRI/ 2025/ The year in review

January Prof Mukdarut Bangpan was a speaker in a webinar on
‘Supporting the routine use of evidence during the policy-
making process: A WHO Checklist’. The session highlighted
insights from a pilot project on the World Health Organisation
checklist. The projects were funded by the Geneva Science-
Policy Interface and Chulalongkorn University, Thailand.

CLOSER published a research case study on their Learning
Hub, which illustrated what longitudinal population studies can
tell us about the potential effects of long-term consumption of
ultra-processed foods on older people’s mental health.
February Dr Clare Stovell published ‘Work-family decision-making
processes at the transition to parenthood: why aren’t
heterosexual couples discussing some of the most important
decisions of their lives?’ in the Journal of Family Studies.
This research on couple decision-making was reported on by
various news outlets including The Times, The Independent,
the Evening Standard, The Daily Mail, The Herald and Radio X.

Prof Nikki Shure and Prof David Bann delivered a workshop
on comparative research in the University of Zurich. This drew
on previous work, including papers using the Programme for
International Student Assessment PISA, as well as a guide to
comparative research.

Prof Aris Komporozos-Athanasiou was invited to Berlin for a
one-on-one meeting with Wolfgang Schmidt, Germany’s Head
of the Federal Chancellery, to present findings from his team’s
research on cryptocurrencies, retail finance, and the rise of
far-right politics.

March ‘Harmony’ was a collaboration project led by Dr Bettina
Moltrecht, between UCL, Ulster University, Universidade
Federal de Santa Maria, and Fast Data Science - and
partnered with the Alan Turing Institute for Al UK 2025.

Dr Preethy D’Souza was a speaker in a webinar titled ‘What
digital health tools can promote self-care management among
pregnant women in an Indian context?’ This was part of the
dissemination activity of the UCL-AIIMS (All India Institute

of Medical Sciences) project. Other SRI staff included in this
project are Prof Mukdarut Bangpan and Dr Kelly Dickson.

Following on from a UCL Public Policy Fellowship awarded in
2024, Dr Meena Khatwa received a Research England Expert
Engagement grant in partnership with the London Borough of
Newham. Leading the project together with Dr Kelly Dickson,
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they trained local residents to become community researchers,
collecting data on South Asian women’s access to mental
health services [see photo]. Outputs include a methods toolkit,
to be published and launched with partners in 2026.

The Partition of Identity team were busy with the first part

of their film screening tour of Bhashaili (Adrift) in Pakistan
following a range of festival screenings internationally. The film
has been produced by Dr Humera Igbal, Syeda Kashmala and
Anushay Malik, and directed by Jawad Sharif. Bhashaili comes
from an AHRC-funded research project led by Humera and
Anushay [see photo].

The UCL Centre for Capitalism Studies hosted the UK launch
of the internationally bestselling book ‘Slow Down’ with Kohei
Saito - one of Japan’s most renowned public intellectuals and
a globally influential thinker on capitalism and the climate
crisis. Saito was in conversation with Prof Aris Komporozos-
Athanasiou to explore how degrowth is reshaping the terms
of political debate around the world.

The Annual TCRU x Coram Lecture this year was titled
‘Reimagining protection for unaccompanied asylum-seeking
children’ The lecture marked a significant step in collaboration
between UCL and Coram, with the public signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding between them, underpinning
a commitment to deeper partnership on research-led policy
change regarding children’s rights [see photo].

CTUR’s Dr Elena Mylona delivered an introductory time use
research workshop, one of many throughout this year. These
workshops focus on what time use data is and how to handle
it (using Stata) in a fun and interactive setting.

Prof Mette Berg hosted the exhibition ‘My name is not asylum
seeker’ based on Nordforsk-funded research, with Eve Dickson
in TCRU. It was about the lived experiences of asylum seekers
in the UK in collaboration with university-based researchers.

The first in a series of SRl inaugural lectures was given by

Prof Jenny Woodman, on 3rd June, at UCL Great Ormond
Street Institute of Child Health, on ‘Big data meets story:
describing practice to inform child and family policy’ Given by
newly appointed or promoted professors, these public events
celebrate the achievements of new professors and set out their
research vision and academic journey so far [see photo].

Dr Adele Galipo presented her paper ‘Negotiating life after
return: identity, belonging and everyday practices of Somali
returnees’ as part of the panel ‘Post-Return Lives: African
Experiences of Difficult Homecoming’ at the 10th European
Conference on African Studies (ECAS) held in Prague,
Czech Republic.



continued

UMAN
‘SEVELOPMENT |

REPORT 2025 e

1 kter of cholCS
éemogle and possibilities

in the age ©

U
SNl AR
R Y
Tine ,{) o t ea
How you can

A1 SuUpPport som,
expemencmg domestic ab?z?s?

Join us for the
; lauach of:
Zzine and <elebration {t‘he T
Cellaborative apy
We'll
have tga (and wine) ang You can dr;
8 biscuty, {and eat & rag on:)”

Thy
Ursdsy 18th Jung 2028, 6~8pm

] Project,

\'I;J FOur favoup
=

The Meeting R,
om
. Dalston CLR Jameg I..ﬂ:;e
., DAlston Square, London gy 3B

Prof Alex Bryson participated in the global launch of the
Human Development Report 2025 and co-authored one of the
chapters as part of his ongoing research on youth mental health
[see photo]. Alex also met members of iFoods, the biggest food
delivery service in Latin America, to discuss how to measure the
wellbeing of their 400,000 gig workers.

CLS delivered a webinar introducing the new harmonised
asthma and diabetes measures in five national cohort studies.
There were also updates on plans to harmonise other physical
health measures across these studies. Participants heard about
the methods used to harmonise these measures and were given
examples of substantive research currently being conducted.

Dr Burak Sonmez presented research projects at two
conferences in the US: ‘Education and National Identity:
Evidence from the Fundamental British Values Policy’ at the
Sociological Science Conference (Cornell University) and
‘The Role of Merit and Structural Inequality in Redistributive
Preferences: Experimental Evidence from the US and UK’ at
the International Analytical Sociology Conference (Columbia).

Dr James Laurence’s paper on immigration attitudes in Ireland
(titled ‘Together and Apart: the Dynamics of Ethnic Diversity,
Segregation and Social Cohesion among Young People and
Adults’) received media engagement across radio and print,
including Newstalk Breakfast, the Last Word, RTE News, BBC
NI (Good Morning Ulster), RTE Drivetime, The Irish Independent,
The Irish Times and The Belfast Telegraph.

‘Time for Tea’ was an art workshop and ‘zine launch,

on 3rd July. Led by Dr Karen Schucan Bird (SSRU), and artists
Jonathan Hogg and Andy D’Cruz (Output Arts), alongside
survivors of domestic abuse, this innovative project blends art,
research, and survivor experience to generate messages about
how to support those experiencing domestic abuse [see photo].

Prof Carol Rivas, Dr Gillian Stokes and Mariam Swehli

(PhD candidate) published two call-for-evidence papers for

the UK Government’s Justice and Home Affairs Committee
inquiry on ‘Prison culture: governance, leadership and staffing’
These submissions were used as evidence to provide critical
insights into how race, gender, and systemic inequalities shape
interactions with the police and their experiences in prison.

Crucial new research featured in The Times and on the BBC
World Service drew on CLS Next Steps Study data to explore
whether parenthood impacts millennials’ mental health. Led

by Dr Rosie Mansfield and Prof Morag Henderson, the research
examines the association between parenthood, psychological
distress and life satisfaction at age 32.



August CLOSER'’s Public Affairs Manager, Jay Dominy, published a
blog post in collaboration with the UK Data Service detailing
CLOSER’s newly launched Policy Surgeries. The monthly
programme is aimed at researchers who want to use their
work to inform policymaking but would benefit from tailored
guidance and practical advice on how to go about it.
September ‘Palestinian Childhoods: Solidarity and Sumid’ was an exhibition
and immersive experience countering the dehumanisation
of the Palestinian people, opening at the start of the month.
This was a collaborative effort between SRI (Prof Rachel Rosen
served on the organising committee), multiple other UCL
departments and external community partners [see photo].

Dr Anna Adamecz’s research on the fertility outcomes of first
in family (FiF) university graduates was covered by The Times.
The original paper, published this summer in the Review of
Economics of the Household, finds that FiF graduate women
are less likely to become mothers than non-FiF graduates and
non-graduates, using BCS70.

Prof Lindsey Macmillan spoke at the Labour party conference
on two panels. Firstly, with UCL Policy Lab on ‘A new age of
work’ with Minister for Local Government and Homelessness
Alison McGovern MP. Secondly, for the Sutton Trust, on ‘Elitist
Britain: Why do the privately educated still dominate top jobs?’
CLS became host of the long-running Causal Inference Interest
Group seminar series. The interest group has its origins in the
Alan Turing Institute, where it was founded and expanded to
nearly 700 subscribers over the last five years.

SRI joins the European Consortium for Sociological Research
(ECSR), an academic association that brings together leading
research institutes and university departments across Europe
engaged in quantitative, empirical social science. It publishes
the European Sociological Review and supports the academic
community through a range of opportunities and grants.

The EPPI Centre hosted three guests from the Policy Unit at the
Malawi-Liverpool-Wellcome programme in Malawi. They came
to learn about supporting research impact for policy, and to
further develop their ten-year Policy Unit strategy [see photo].
November The Fair Food Futures UK photo exhibition opened in
Whitechapel Town Hall, featuring photos about access to food
taken by parents who took part in the NIHR-funded project in
Tower Hamlets and Bradford. The project was led by Prof Claire
Cameron and Dr Rachel Benchekroun in Tower Hamlets, in
partnership with London Borough of Tower Hamlets, University
of York, Bradford Institute of Health, Bradford City Council and
University of Manchester.
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Looking ahead
to 2026

Debunking Modern
Longevity Science
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More than 50 people from the local authority, community food
organisations, University of York, Bradford Institute of Health,
Bradford City Council, University of Manchester and members
of the public visited the Fair Food Futures UK photo launch
event in November at the Bromley-by-Bow Centre [see photo].

Prof Alison Koslowski, Prof Margaret O’Brien, Dr Clare Stovell,
Prof Peter Moss and Prof Katherine Twamley contributed to
the government’s Parental Leave & Pay Review: Academic
Roundtable, organised by Katherine as part of her secondment
with the Department of Work and Pensions. Additionally, Clare
met with officials from the DWP’s Reducing Parental Conflict
programme to share insights from her research on how couples
make decisions during the transition to parenthood.

The CLOSER Metadata team presented four posters and
delivered two presentations at the 17th European DDI Users
Conference in Budapest. They also delivered two sessions
presenting work from the ESRC FDS project Metacurate-ML,
alongside colleagues from the University of Surrey, the UK
Data Service and ScotCen.

Dr Saul Newman is releasing a new book with Penguin titled
Morbid: Debunking Modern Longevity Science. The book draws
on Saul’s research highlighting flaws in record-keeping systems
in so-called ‘Blue Zones’, which previously earned him the 2024
Ig Nobel Prize in Demography. It will be running as Penguin’s
front-of-catalogue release for spring 2026 [see photo].

Dr Meena Khatwa and Dr Jyoti Belur (Department of Security
and Crime Science) are releasing a new book published by
Routledge titled Women'’s Lived Experience as Researchers:
Situating the Personal in Qualitative Inquiry, in early summer
2026. Due to the high volume of submissions received,

a second volume will be published in 2027.

Dr Susie Bower-Brown'’s project ‘Family Beyond the Binary,

a three-year ESRC-funded project exploring non-binary
people’s experiences of family life in the UK, will be working
on presenting findings from Phase 1 of research (a nationwide
survey conducted with 200 non-binary participants).
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