
This questionnaire is in two parts. The first part presents a case study - we would like you to rate your response, views of likely causes and sources of help. The second part asks some information about you. Please respond to all items - if you are unsure of a response please make a best guess.
Note: This version uses a vignette without diagnostic label to examine whether the respondent recognises that the presentation might be due to a (mild) intellectual disability, as in the original study:
Scior,K. & Furnham,A. (2011). Development and validation of the Intellectual Disability Literacy Scale for assessment of knowledge, beliefs and attitudes to intellectual disability. Research in Developmental Disabilities, 32, 1530-1541. 

For a study comparing lay responses to the labelled and unlabelled versions see:

Connolly,T, Williams,J. & Scior,K. (2013). The effects of symptom recognition and diagnostic labels on public beliefs, emotional reactions and stigma associated with intellectual disability. American Journal Intellectual Developmental Disabilities, 13, 211-223.

1. What would you say is going on with James? 
2. How do you think James could best be helped?

3. Many people experience problems such as James’. Please indicate the extent to which you agree that the following are a likely reason for problems such as James’ in anyone, using the same scale. 
1. overly spoilt as a child 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
2. virus / other infection that affects the brain


1 2 3 4 5 6 7
3. lack of daytime occupation 




1 2 3 4 5 6 7
4. possession by spirits 





1 2 3 4 5 6 7
5. family arguments 





1 2 3 4 5 6 7
6. financial worries

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
7. punishment for own past wrongdoings 



1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8. strong religious or spiritual beliefs



1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9. genetic factors 






1 2 3 4 5 6 7
10. suffering abuse as a child




1 2 3 4 5 6 7
11. recent traumatic incident such as traffic accident

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
12. punishment for parents’ wrongdoings



1 2 3 4 5 6 7
13. very poor schooling





1 2 3 4 5 6 7
14. complications at time of birth




1 2 3 4 5 6 7
15. being from a single-parent family



1 2 3 4 5 6 7
16. parents too lenient





1 2 3 4 5 6 7
17. lack of an intimate relationship




1 2 3 4 5 6 7
18. brain abnormality 





1 2 3 4 5 6 7
19. a test from God / Allah 





1 2 3 4 5 6 7
20. recent death of relative or close friend



1 2 3 4 5 6 7
21. meningitis 






1 2 3 4 5 6 7
22. isolation from extended family




1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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4. Please indicate the extent to which you agree that the following are likely to be effective in helping someone like James overcome his difficulties, using this scale:

1 = Disagree strongly
4 = Unsure

5 = Agree somewhat
2 = Disagree moderately



6 = Agree moderately
3 = Disagree somewhat



7 = Agree strongly
1. get him to take more responsibility
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
2. turn to close family 





1 2 3 4 5 6 7
3. visit his GP (General Practitioner) 



1 2 3 4 5 6 7
4. get out more 






1 2 3 4 5 6 7
5. pray 







1 2 3 4 5 6 7
6. see a counsellor 





1 2 3 4 5 6 7
7. see a psychiatrist 





1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8. see a religious person / clergy 




1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9. get a job 






1 2 3 4 5 6 7
10. get a good talking to from his parents



1 2 3 4 5 6 7
11. see a social worker 





1 2 3 4 5 6 7
12. more physical activity





1 2 3 4 5 6 7
13. psychological treatment 





1 2 3 4 5 6 7
14. get careers advice





1 2 3 4 5 6 7
15. attend a place of worship more often



1 2 3 4 5 6 7
16. see a spiritual or faith healer




1 2 3 4 5 6 7
17. socialise more 






1 2 3 4 5 6 7
18. take prescribed psychiatric medication



1 2 3 4 5 6 7
19. make him face up to reality




1 2 3 4 5 6 7
20. find a girlfriend/ wife 





1 2 3 4 5 6 7
21. go on holiday






1 2 3 4 5 6 7
22. be more religious 





1 2 3 4 5 6 7
5. Please indicate your agreement with the following statements, using the same scale:

I would be happy to move next door to someone like James

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
I would be happy to spend an evening socialising with 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
someone like him

I would be happy to make friends with someone like him

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

I would be happy for someone like James to marry into 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

my family

6. Have you ever had problems similar to James’?


Yes  /   No

7. Has anyone in your family or close circle of friends ever had 

Yes  /   No

    problems similar to James’? 

8. Have you ever had a job that involved providing services 

Yes  /   No

    to a person with problems similar to James’?
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About you:

	Male / Female


	Age: 
	Occupation:



	Ethnicity:  

White British
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 

White Other, please specify …………………………….

Black British
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Black African Caribbean
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   

Black African
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  
Black Other
 FORMCHECKBOX 
                      

Indian
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  
Pakistani
 FORMCHECKBOX 
                           

Asian Other, please specify …………………………….

Middle Eastern
 FORMCHECKBOX 
      

Other, please specify ………………………………….

	Education:                       
(Please tick highest)  

Primary School
 FORMCHECKBOX 

                                               

to age 16 (e.g. GCSE)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

  

to age 18  (e.g. A Levels)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 

University degree
 FORMCHECKBOX 
             

Post-graduate
 FORMCHECKBOX 
                  

	Country of birth:    

UK / Other (please specify ……………………..…….)

If not born in UK, age of entry to UK  …………… years
	Do you have children?    Yes  /  No               



	Religion:
Christian
 FORMCHECKBOX 

                   
Buddhist
 FORMCHECKBOX 

                    
Hindu
 FORMCHECKBOX 

                    
Jewish
 FORMCHECKBOX 

                    
Muslim
 FORMCHECKBOX 

                       Sikh
 FORMCHECKBOX 

                    
Non-religious
 FORMCHECKBOX 

               
Other (please specify ………………….….....….)
	How important is your religion in guiding your life?

(Please circle the corresponding point on the line)
   Of little importance                                              Very important                                            



	How often do you visit a place of worship?

                     Never    /    At most twice a year    /   3 to 6 times a year   /    Fairly regularly    /    At least once a week



	Do you known anyone who experiences mental health problems ?

                Yes / No

Type of mental health problem ……………………………….
	If yes, in what capacity to you know them? 

(e.g. sibling, distant cousin, fellow pupil, colleague etc)

……………………………………………………

	How often do you see this person?

On average    ……… times per month / year (please delete)


	How close is this person to you?

(Please circle the corresponding point on the line)

Not at all close                                           Extremely close




	Do you known anyone with learning disabilities?

                    Yes / No


	If yes, in what capacity to you know them? 

(e.g. sibling, other relative, fellow pupil, colleague etc)

……………………………………………………

	How often do you see this person?
On average    ……… times per month / year (please delete)


	How close is this person to you?
(Please circle the corresponding point on the line)
Not at all close                                           Extremely close








		














Attitudes towards people experiencing difficulties








We would like to invite you to participate in this important research project, conducted by ….. Before you decide whether you want to take part, it is important that you read the following information carefully. It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. Please ask if there is anything that is not clear or you would like more information.








Purpose of the research


We are interested in finding out more about attitudes in the general population towards people with various types of difficulties. We are also interested in finding out whether there are any differences in such attitudes between people from different cultural backgrounds. 





Completing this questionnaire will take you about 10 minutes. We are very interested in your honest views, not any ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ answers.











Principal Investigator: 





This study has been approved by the ….. Research Ethics Committee 








James is 22 and lives at home with his parents and younger brother. He found school a struggle and left without any qualifications. He has had occasional casual jobs since. When his parents try to encourage him to make plans for his future, James has few ideas or expresses ambitions that are well out of his reach. Rather than having him at home doing nothing, his mum has been trying to teach James new skills, such as cooking a meal, but James has struggled to follow her instructions. He opened up a bank account with his parents’ help, but has little idea of budgeting and, unless his parents stop him, will spend all his benefits on comics and DVDs as soon as he receives his money.














