
Call for Artist in Residence @ COSS – UCL’s Centre of Outer Space Studies  
 
UCL’s Centre for Outer Space Studies (COSS) in conjunction with UCL’s Space Health Risks Research 
Group are recruiting an artist-in-residence (AIR) from April to August 2022 (all payments to made 
by 31 July 2022, and exact start and end dates to be agreed).  
 
The successful candidate will be housed at the UCL Institute of Advanced Studies and invited to 
contribute to the culture of the IAS and COSS through participation in IAS conversations and by 
hosting talks or panel discussions regarding outer space and art. As the COSS Artist in Residence, 
you will have:  
 

• Membership of the Institute of Advanced Studies community, including access to all IAS 
events 

• Support for you to meet and develop creative collaborations with academics who are 
interested in creative practice within the community of critical space scholars at UCL. 

• Access to UCL library and archival collections and museums for the duration of the 
Residency 

• The possibility of a hotdesking space in the IAS Visiting Research Fellows Office  
  
Specifically, the AIR will be required to engage with an analogue space research mission designed 
by UCL’s Space Health Risks Research Group through their own creative practice. The mission will 
be a simulation of the human exploration of another planet and has been collaboratively designed 
by an international research team in order to investigate health in space and apply the benefits of 
such knowledge on Earth.  
 
During the mission, three realistic health scenarios will be enacted as case studies. Analogue 
astronauts, who will be a variety of healthcare practitioners, will be required to care for the 
simulated patients with the limited resources available, knowing that evacuation is impossible and 
telecommunication with planet Earth is delayed. The mission location is a remote and uninhabited 
island in Scotland that will remain secret until the mission itself in order to simulate the conditions 
of surprise in exploration of remote environments such as the Moon or Mars.  
 
There has never been an analogue space research mission of this nature before in the UK and one 
of the objectives of this mission is to evaluate the how the UK can be an analogy of outer space, 
laying the foundations for future analogue research. The AIR will be a member of the mission crew 
who will attend the analogue mission (21-23 May 2022) and creatively explore the simulated outer 
space environment.  
 
The Residency will enable the artist to explore, through their own practice, one or more of the 
following questions: 
 
1. How does the analogue space research mission represent living off-world?  

2. How can artistic practice draw connections between living off-world and life on Earth? 

3. What are the wider psycho-social implications for imagining life off-Earth? 

 
The programme is broadly focused on the fields of performance, creative writing, visual arts or 
media, but we are open to receiving applications from practitioners from any creative field. 
 



The AIR will be asked to respond creatively to the questions posed above and then plan and deliver 
at least two digital events aimed at staff and/or students at UCL. These could be seminars, creative 
workshops, performance events or any other medium that allows people to explore creativity 

collaboratively. The AIR will be based in the UCL Institute of Advanced Studies for the duration of 

their residency. During this time, they will have the opportunity to contribute to the development 
of the Centre for Creative Practice Research within the IAS. They will also be expected to provide a 
form of representation of the mission for the UCL Space Health Risks Research Group. We are 
interested in artists who are interested in navigating the space between space science, artistic 
practice and academic practice.  
 
A £5,000 fund will cover all costs of the mission itself (to be arranged by UCL Space Health Group) 
as well as the artist’s practice materials and other expenses.  
 
Timeline 
 

• 28 February 2022:  Applications open 

• 27 March 2022:   Applications close  

• 11 April 2022:   Residency begins  

• (23-24 April 2022:  Attend pre-deployment training?) 

• 21-23 May 2022:   Join analogue space research mission  

• 9 September 2022:  Exhibition  


