 [image: ]	Slide 1: With such an important community topic, we want pupils to approach their studies with some sense that this is charged and that they are ‘historians’ will arrive with explicit or implicit assumptions or expectations of what they will find during their interviews. Therefore prior to the lesson the pupils will ask someone in their household to describe their opinion of the miners’ strike. We would encourage them to write down exactly what the reply is, which might even have the potential to be rude – but this is a professional choice. 
The pupils could have a few minutes discussing and then sharing what they found. The extension question about whether the pupils’ knew of this view is to establish who was already aware of these opinions in advance, as this will suggest a slightly more ingrained assumption/expectation. Bringing these to the fore will be essential in making the interviews as fruitful as possible.

Slide 2: The overview for the series of lessons. We want the pupils to learn about the miners’ strike but, more than this, it has to be through the lens of ‘oral history’ and we hoped this question might allow them to pull all the threads together by the end. We deliberately chose ‘add to our understanding’ rather than ‘tell us about’ as it reflects the cumulative nature of using oral history and the established narrative of the miners’ strike.


Slide 3: This simply introduces the idea that in (popular) history there is often one commonly told narrative. You may wish to ask the pupils why this happens and whether they can think of any examples in their studies. This idea is then linked to the introduction of the miners’ strike so they have enough context to access the next few slides.
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[image: ]Slide 4: in order to make the idea of the ‘established narrative’ accessible to pupil, a Google search can show what are the most commonly seen images when somebody types ‘1984-5 Miners’ Strike’. It might be worth giving the pupils time to identify the themes that emerge and then the teacher can write them on the board (the board can then be reflective of the ‘established narrative’).

Slide 5: This slide simply highlights some of the themes that are commonly associated with the miners’ strikes – like violence, pickets, men, Thatcher. The teacher might like to ask the class if they can say any more about any of these themes.



Slide 6: This is to reinforce the point that there is one main story about the miners’ strike. Instead of Google, the pupils see the introduction to Wikipedia. This will be too small on the board so only ask the pupils to identify key themes if they have hand-outs.


Slide 7: This slide just gives the teacher an opportunity to include a few more key points from the established narrative of the miners’ strike – such as government victory, deaths incurred, consequences to pits and trade unions. These can be added to the board so there is a bank of commonly thought-of aspects of the strike.

Slide 8: at this stage it would be powerful to return to the household account as it might be similar or different – either way it will be really useful to start getting them thinking about how different people might choose to emphasise different aspects of a historical event. It would be interesting to ask why people in the local community might see things differently to Google or Wikipedia.
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Slide 9: in order for the initial discussion of what tends to be remembered about the miners’ strike to be consolidated, and for all subsequent analysis of the oral history to be rooted in a secure overview, the next part of the lesson is content driven comprehension. The pupils all have an information sheet with a series of questions for them to answer. You could read this as a group and get them to complete the questions after or get them to work independently. The crucial point is that everyone is secure in the established narrative.


Slide 10: as an extension for anyone finishing the questions early, it would be really valuable to introduce the non-male striking people involved in the story. Linking back to the Wikipedia introduction, this could be done by showing them where ‘women’ appear in the contents page and how little there is about them. Pupils could suggest what this tells us about the way the miners’ strike is remembered. This could lead to an interesting discussion about why it is remembered in this way.

Slide 11: In bringing the lesson together, it is really important to allow the pupils space to suggest reasons why these key themes (Thatcher, Scargill, Conservatives, male strikers, violence, unions) have become so dominant in the history of the miners’ strike. This discussion can introduce how it was covered at the time, the sorts of sources that remained, the juiciest stories, the political agenda of the present, etc). The pupils can therefore finish with a secure overview of the established narrative and an awareness of how such a narrative is formed, even when there might be others available. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Slide 12: for next time the pupils can start to prepare for their interview by asking their household/relatives/neighbours if they know a woman who was an adult in the area during the miners’ strikes. They can start to reach out to them and ask if an interview will be possible. The sooner they can do this, the easier the next homework will be.
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Who was the Prime Minister
who wanted to close the
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Why did she want to close
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Who was the leader of the
strike?

Why did the government call
the strike ilegal?

Why was there high levels of
violence?

‘The coal mining industry was traditionally one of the most important
parts of the British economy. Government statistics show that in
1920, over one million people (nearly all men) worked in coal mines.
By the 19705 this had fallen to 247,000 - but stll whole communities
in big areas like Yorkshire and Wales were utterly dependent on the
coal mines for employment.

When Margaret Thatcher became Prime Minister in 1979, as leader of
the Conservative Party, she had two aims with the coal mines: to
reduce the money the government spent on running them and to
reduce the power of the trade unions who represented the workers in
the mines, In 1984, the government announced that 20 mines would
close; however the National Union of Miners (NUM - above) revealed
the plan was actually to close 70 (nearly half).

‘The NUM leader, Arthur Scargill (above), called for a national strike.
He did not ask all miners to vote on whether they wanted to go on
strike — partly because when they had voted in the early 1980s, the
majority of miners did not want to go on strike as it meant they did
ot get paid. On 6 March 1984, several mines in Yorkshire went on
strike. Other mines across the country followed suit.

Margaret Thatcher believed the strikes were illegal because the NUM
and Scargill had not achieved 50% of miners’ approval in a national
vote of all NUM members, Thatcher even called Scargll and the Trade
Union leaders: ‘the enemy within'. Thatcher encouraged as many
miners as possible to ignore the strike and go to work — she sent lots
of police to try and protect the miners who did not want to strike.
“This led to several high profile fights at picket lines (places outside the
mines where strikers would go to protest). Most of the national
newspapers agreed with Thatcher and published stories and
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reduce the power of the trade unions who represented the workers in
the mines, In 1984, the government announced that 20 mines would
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‘The NUM leader, Arthur Scargill (above), called for a national strike.
He did not ask all miners to vote on whether they wanted to go on
strike — partly because when they had voted in the early 1980s, the
majority of miners did not want to go on strike as it meant they did
ot get paid. On 6 March 1984, several mines in Yorkshire went on
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You next homework will involve an interview of a women who lived in your area during the miners’ strike.



You need to ask you household/relatives/neighbours if they know a woman who was an adult during the miners’ strike. 
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What did you find out?

Share with the person next to you:
1. Who did you ask?
2. What was their opinion on the miners’ strike?

3. (If they had a strong opinion) Did you know this was their view
before you asked?
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