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   Action  

1. Apologies 
and 
welcome 

 

 
Present: Prof Neill Lochery (Chair, NL), Prof Sacha Stern (SS), Dr Lily Kahn (LK), Research 
student StAR (JC), Sonti Ramirez, MA StAR (SR)  William Schimrigk-Biagini, 2nd year UG 
StAR (WS-B), Victoria Makai, 3rd year UG StAR (VM), Ezgi Ozkan (Secretary, EO) 
Apologies: Dr Helen Beer 
 
The Chair welcomed everybody to the meeting.  He explained how UCL is keen to take on 
board student views and how the Student Staff Consultative Committee (SSCC) is an 
excellent forum for feeding in issues of concern and good practice.  The Chair explained 
how the SSCC feeds into the Departmental Teaching Committee (DTC) which feeds into 
the Joint Faculty Teaching Committee (JFTC) and also explained how the Connected 
Curriculum works.  He highlighted that students can and should contribute items to the 
agenda for this meeting. 
 

 

2. Minutes and 
Matters 
Arising 

 

 
Item 3 – No comments received by StARs. Comments to be sent to NL. 
Item 4 – NL spoken to StARs informally, but comments to be emailed formally. 

 
 

3. Personal 
Tutoring 

 

 
The Chair reported that UCL is introducing changes to the Personal Tutor System and 
departments are being allowed to choose which Personal Tutor System they wish to 
implement. The chair is currently writing a report concerning different styles of Personal 
Tutoring in departments.  
 
The chair explained that Personal Tutoring now does not only focus on pedagogic matters, 
but also looks at issues concerning careers, students’ time during and after University. 
StARS were asked about what they want from the Personal Tutor System and how they 
think it could be improved. 
 

- how effective the current system is? 
- how could it be better? 
-  

The Chair confirmed that the points raised will be reported back to the Joint Faculty 
Teaching Committee and then reported back to students. 
 
There was a discussion between StARs and academics present about different styles of 
Personal Tutoring which could be implemented. Some of the suggestions made were; 
students having continuity throughout their degree by having the same PT, being allocated 
with a PT whose expertise is related to the students’ degree, PT brainstorming with the 
student on what they would like to gain from sessions and having compulsory meetings set. 
 

 
 
 

 
Action - NL to 

report 
comments at the 

Joint Faculty 
Teaching 

Committee 

4. Connected 
Curriculum 

 
SS explained that Universities previously focused on teaching being research led, however 
the idea behind Connected Curriculum is that teaching should now be research based and 
not research led. This would ensure that students are actively involved in research and gain 
experience by being a part of the research. Implementing this teaching style would also 
mean that teaching is not separate to research, therefore students will gain transferrable 
skills.  
 
The Chair reported that the Connected Curriculum will be implemented at UCL in the next 
academic year.  
 

Action - StARS 
to explain CC to 
other students 
and feedback 
ideas 
 



   Action  

5. Meet the 
Professor 

 
The Chair explained that the ‘Meet the Professor’ initiative is one way to implement the 
Connected Curriculum idea and would allow students to gain more insight into the research 
taking place at the University. The initiative would involve students meeting a Professor who 
works in UCL and then delivering a task following the meeting. An example of a task is 
students giving a presentation to feedback what they found out about the Professor and 
their line of work/research. The Chair explained that this could be built into a course. 
 

Action - StARS 
to report idea 
back to other 
students to find 
out if they would 
be interested in 
this initiative 
 

6. Any Other 
Business 

 
The Chair reported that the SSCC will meet again in term 1 and thanked everybody for their 
time. 
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