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NUS - UCL 

Research and Innovation Collaboration Fund 
2026 CALL DOCUMENT AND GUIDANCE FOR APPLICANTS 

 
1. PURPOSE  
The National University of Singapore (NUS) and University College London (UCL) are jointly committed 
to supporting collaborative research initiatives through this call for proposals. The fund aims to provide 
seed support for the development of research partnerships and to catalyse sustained collaboration at 
the intersection of neuroscience and ageing, with a particular focus on healthy longevity.  

This 2026 call responds to the growing global challenge of ageing populations and the need to maintain 
cognitive health, functional independence, and quality of life across the life course. 

Proposals must clearly address the intersection of neuroscience and ageing, applying neuroscience 
approaches, perspectives, or methods to tackle challenges related to ageing, brain health, and cognitive 
function. This may include research on neurological processes associated with ageing, mechanisms or 
interventions that support cognitive health, and systems that enable functional independence and 
healthy longevity.  

 
2. SCOPE 
This call supports research at the intersection of neuroscience and ageing, with a focus on advancing 
healthy longevity. 

Projects must clearly demonstrate how neuroscience is applied to understanding or addressing 
challenges related to ageing, particularly in relation to brain health, cognitive function, and maintaining 
independence and quality of life.  

Proposals that focus solely on neuroscience without a clear ageing or longevity dimension, or on ageing 
without meaningful engagement with brain health or neuroscience, will not be considered. 

In-scope proposals include those where neuroscience is explicitly linked to ageing and healthy 
longevity, including interdisciplinary research that integrates neuroscience with population health, social 
sciences, engineering, design, or related fields. 

Priority will be given to projects that address cognitive health, neurodegeneration, and brain ageing 
across the life course, and that demonstrate potential to contribute to improved outcomes in ageing 
societies, such as enhancing functional independence, improving quality of life, or supporting 
sustainable health and care systems.  

Illustrative areas of interest (indicative, not restrictive) include: 

Biological, Clinical, and Translational Research 
Research into the biological mechanisms of brain ageing, including resilience and decline; 
neurodegeneration and early detection; and the development or evaluation of therapeutics, 
interventions, and care pathways that support cognitive health and healthy longevity. 

AI, Digital, Data Science, and Technological Innovation 
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Use of AI, data science, and digital health technologies to understand, monitor, and support brain health 
in ageing populations, including scalable solutions for early diagnosis, intervention, and long-term 
management. 

Population Health and Life-Course Approaches 
Epidemiological and longitudinal studies examining brain health, ageing, and multimorbidity, including 
life-course approaches that explore how early- and mid-life factors influence later-life cognitive 
outcomes. 

Behavioural, Cognitive, and Preventative Interventions 

Research on cognitive ageing, lifelong learning, and behavioural or non-clinical interventions that 
promote cognitive resilience, delay decline, and support independence in later life. 

Social, Environmental, and Systems-Level Determinant 
Studies exploring how social, cultural, environmental, and policy factors influence brain health and 
ageing, including inequalities, and the development of age-friendly environments, systems, and 
services. 

Interdisciplinary and Integrative Approaches 
Research that combines neuroscience with disciplines such as social sciences, humanities, 
engineering, or design to address complex challenges in ageing, including system-level innovation in 
healthcare delivery, community-based models, and policy development. 

Interdisciplinary proposals are strongly encouraged. 

As a guiding principle, proposals should demonstrate a genuine integration of neuroscience and ageing. 
A simple litmus test is: if either the neuroscience or the ageing component were removed, the project 
would no longer meaningfully address healthy longevity. 

 
3. COLLABORATION FUND 
For the 2026 funding round, NUS and UCL will support up to six joint research projects to establish 
and strengthen collaborations between leading researchers at both institutions. The fund is intended to 
support projects that initiate or deepen collaboration between UCL and NUS researchers, generate new 
interdisciplinary insights at the intersection of neuroscience and ageing, and create opportunities for 
future externally funded research. Proposals that develop ambitious and sustainable models of 
collaboration are particularly encouraged.  

At UCL, this may include collaboration across faculties such as the Bartlett, Arts & Humanities, and the 
Institute of Education, alongside biomedical and population health sciences. Similar interdisciplinary 
engagement is encouraged at NUS.  

Successful projects should deliver tangible collaborative outcomes, such as joint workshops, staff 
exchanges, shared research outputs, or applications for follow-on funding. 

 
4. FUNDING AND PROJECT DURATION 
Budget requests must not exceed £10,000 (UCL) and S$17,000 (NUS) per project, for a maximum 
project duration of 12 months. Funds may only be used for activities that align with the objectives of this 
call. Applicants are required to provide a detailed, itemised budget using the templates provided in the 
application form. 

Salary costs for existing staff, including Co-Principal Investigators, are not eligible. Each institution will 
fund its own researchers and associated project costs; funds will not be pooled or transferred between 
institutions. 

All awards are subject to the respective internal approval processes and procedures of each institution. 

Travel must comply with the policies and guidelines of the respective universities. 

For UCL-funded projects, all expenditure must be incurred by 31 July 2027. Unspent funds cannot be 
carried forward beyond this date by Global Engagement into the next financial year. 



Page 3 of 6 
 

 
5. ELIGIBLE GRANT ACTIVITIES 

a. Proposals may include workshops (face-to-face and virtual), symposia, staff exchanges, 
research seminars/presentations and formation or development of a collaborative network, or 
innovation focused activities. 

b. Eligible costs include travel and subsistence, consumables and the cost of research assistants, 
research associate and technicians which are directly related to the project. Existing staff time 
including the Co-PIs time cannot be costed to the project. Each Institution’s contributions will be 
used exclusively to fund its own researcher and their research expenses and will not be co-
mingled. The award of any funds from either Institution will be subject, in each case, to the internal 
processes and procedures of such Institution. 

c. Teaching time buyout cannot be funded. 

d. Items and costs which are already included in a research or teaching grant cannot be funded. 

e. All travel activities must comply with the guidelines of the respective universities. All NUS travel 
must comply with the Travel Guide on staff portal. All UCL staff must comply with UCL’s expenses 
policies. 

 
6. APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
At NUS, the fund is open to full-time academic staff only, with at least 75% time at NUS and a contract 
period that outlast the project period.  

At UCL, applicants must be staff members with the following roles: 

 Professor or equivalent 

 Associate Professor/ Reader or equivalent 

 Senior Lecturer/Principal Researcher/Principal Research Associate or equivalent 

 Lecturer/Senior Research Associate or equivalent 

 Post Doc/Researcher/Research Associate or equivalent 

Applicants from UCL must hold either an open-ended contract or a fixed-term contract that extends at 
least until July 2027. 

UCL PhD students are not eligible to apply as lead applicants but are encouraged to participate in 
projects. Co-supervision of doctoral students is strongly encouraged within successful proposals. 

Similarly, UCL Professional Services and Vice-Provost Office staff are not eligible to apply as lead 
applicants, but may contribute to projects where this supports the aims and objectives. Honorary staff 
are also not eligible to apply as lead applicants, though they may be involved as collaborators. 

Principal Investigators from UCL should be aware that there is a restriction on the number of 
applications that can be submitted per Investigator across all Partner Fund calls, the number of 
awards that can be received. See further detail in the information text box of the UCL Partner Funds 
webpage here. 

 

7.  ETHICS, SECURITY AND GOVERNANCE 
Ethics and Compliance 

Ethical approval must be obtained from both institutions, and funding will only be released upon receipt 
of the relevant approvals. Ethics clearance may be submitted either at the point of proposal submission 
or following notification of a successful award. 

For UCL Applicants 

Applicants should consult UCL’s guidance on research ethics and research security in advance of 
submitting a proposal. Consideration should also be given to whether the proposed activity is subject 
to Export Controls. UCL applicants are responsible for ensuring that their projects comply with all 

https://nusu.sharepoint.com/sites/corporate/policies/hr2/benefits/financial-assistance-for-official-travel.pdf
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/finance/policies-corporate-info/expenses-policy
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/finance/policies-corporate-info/expenses-policy
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/global/funding-staff/partner-funds
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/global/funding-staff/partner-funds
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relevant institutional policies and processes. If there is any uncertainty, applicants are encouraged to 
contact UCL Global Engagement at an early stage. 

Relevant guidance includes: 

 UCL Research Ethics Service 

 Overseas Research Roadmap 

 Export Controls 

Applicants are expected to undertake proportionate and appropriate due diligence, commensurate with 
the scope and stage of the proposed collaboration. If you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact us at UCL. 

Please note that, as part of the assessment process, details of all recommended projects will be shared 
with the UCL Compliance & Assurance (C&A) team. Awards are therefore made on a provisional basis, 
subject to review for export control compliance. Where a project is deemed to fall within export control 
regulations, the award will be conditional upon securing the necessary export licence. No project activity 
may commence until this process is complete. This requirement applies to the UCL project team only. 

 

For NUS Applicants 

Ethics approval must be obtained prior to the commencement of the project. 

Governance 

Principal Investigators are strongly encouraged to establish an appropriate project-level agreement 
(e.g. a Research Collaboration Agreement, co-supervision activities) prior to the commencement of the 
project, and where applicable. This is particularly important to ensure that matters such as intellectual 
property, data management, and roles and responsibilities are clearly defined and agreed by all parties. 

While the MoU between UCL and NUS provides an overarching framework for collaboration, it contains 
high-level, binding and non-binding provisions, including mention of intellectual property. Accordingly, 
any detailed arrangements, such as Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), collaborative research terms, or 
joint supervision, should be agreed separately in a formal project-specific agreement between NUS and 
UCL. 

Acknowledgement Requirements 

Following project completion, awardees are expected to acknowledge the seed funding support in all 
relevant outputs, engage with counterpart Principal Investigators to further develop the collaboration, 
and explore opportunities for subsequent joint funding applications. 

 
8. HOW TO APPLY 

One proposal per Principal Applicant per call is permitted. Each application should have one 
Principal Applicant based at UCL and one Principal Applicant based at NUS and should contain:  

• A written case for support (maximum 2 pages) to include:  

o A description of the relevant research/training conducted, independently or jointly, by the NUS 
and UCL-based individuals/groups in recent years;  

o A description of the activities and collaboration proposed; 

o Explanation of how the activities proposed will generate demonstrable added value to the PIs / 
Research Group / Department / Faculty / College;  

o A description of follow-on opportunities available for leveraging funding, whether for research, 
teaching or innovation activities and details on how the project team intend to pursue these; 

• A financial summary: Each application should provide information on the requested costs using the 
budget section of the application template (see ‘Funding Requested’).  

mailto:UCLglobalengagement@ucl.ac.uk
https://ethics.grad.ucl.ac.uk/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/research/integrity/ethics/research-outside-uk
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/research-innovation-services/compliance-and-assurance/export-controls
mailto:UCLglobalengagement@ucl.ac.uk
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• Two-page CVs of the UCL and NUS PIs. 

• Applicable only to UCL Applicants: A WorkTribe statement is not needed. 

Researchers from other institutions may also participate as a Co-Investigators and at their own 
expense. 

 
9. APPLICATION DEADLINE AND PROJECT MILESTONES  

Activity  Date 

Call Launch 20 May 2026 

Submission Deadline 19 June 2026 

Notification of Results Week commencing 3 August 2026 

Project Start Date Week commencing 10 August 2026  

Project End Date 31 July 2027  

Final Report Submission 31 Oct 2027  

 
10. REVIEW AND SELECTION OF APPLICATIONS 

At UCL, all eligible applications will be considered for funding by a competent academic panel, 
convened by UCL Global Engagement. 

At NUS, all eligible applications will be considered for funding by the Office of the Deputy President 
(Research & Technology),  

Each side will rank the proposals based on excellence of research, fit to call, value for money, potential 
strategic value of the partnership (including potential for opportunity to leverage additional funding) and 
the impact the award would bring to the applicant, based on their career stage and any existing networks 
or support. NUS and UCL will then jointly decide on the final agreed selections.  

 
11. EXPECTED OUTCOMES  

Researchers are encouraged to achieve at least one of the following outcomes by the end of the project 
period:  

a. At least a refereed publication in a national/internationally recognized journal shall be jointly 
published based on the content of the cooperative project (the PI or project core member shall be 
the first, second, or corresponding author of the article); or  

b. Researchers/students from one institution shall carry out research in the other institution for more 
than three months in total; or 

c. Researchers from one institution shall give at least one specialized lecture in the other institution; 
or  

d. Jointly hold a physical/online workshop at either institution; or 

e. Jointly apply for national/international competitive grant or other sources of external funding; or  

f. Other outcomes of equal value. 

 
12. REPORTING 
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Principal Applicants who are successful in receiving an award are required to provide a report within 3 
months from the end of the award period using a template provided.  

The narrative element of the report should provide details of the relevant activities supported and how 
these have addressed the objectives of the call.  

The financial element of the report serves as a Final Expenditure Statement and should detail the award 
amount and the award spent.  Responsibility remains with the PI to ensure all spend has been charged 
to the correct award code.  

 
13. APPLICATION PORTAL 
This is a joint call, and an application should be jointly submitted by the UCL and NUS PIs.  

Applications must be completed on the template provided and within the page limit stated. As Microsoft 
Form only allows people within the organization to upload files, the NUS PI should upload the joint 
application and two-page CVs in a single pdf file on behalf of the UCL-NUS team at this link before it 
expires on 19th June 2026, 2359 Singapore time. 

 

14. CONTACTS 
Please contact your respective institution’s coordinator if you have any queries about this grant: 

UCL 
Dr Amit Khandelwal 

Senior Global Engagement Manager 

Global Engagement 

a.khandelwal@UCL.ac.uk 

National University of Singapore  

Brenda Lim, Manager  

Office of the Deputy President (Research & 
Technology) 

dprbox52@nus.edu.sg 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/RiDTmH4y1R

