
St Rose of Lima (1586-1617): A History 

Stephen M. Hart is PI of the project ‘St Rose of Lima (1586-1617): A History ‘ (2013-2021), which has 

curated a new understanding of St Rose of Lima who, as a result of her canonization in Peru in 1671, 

became the Americas’ first saint. It was always taken for granted that Rose was canonized as a result 

of the miracles produced by her intercession specifically in Peru, but we now know that only five of 

the chosen miracles were Peruvian – the other four miracles occurred in 1669 in Sessa Aurunca in 

southern Italy and in Palermo, Sicily, that is, 52 years after her death! Because this project has 

produced critical editions of two Apostolic Processes – one based on the Peruvian miracles (1630-

1632) and the other based on the Italian miracles (1669) – we can plot with greater historical 

precision the Medical Turn that occurred in apostolic investigations co-ordinated by the Holy See 

during the seventeenth century, in which greater emphasis was placed on doctor’s reports provided 

about the instantaneous healing of the miraculé. Whereas in the first Apostolic Process, the opinion 

of the miraculé and other witnesses were simply noted and recorded, in the Second Apostolic 

Process, not only was the doctor interviewed by the Apostolic Judges conducting the proceedings, 

his assistants were interviewed too! The depositions are also interesting because they cast new light 

on the types of medical treatments as well as the medicines used in the seventeenth century to treat 

patients who had been written off by their doctors, many of which have been rejected by modern 

science.  Finally, it was always assumed that the author of the official seventeenth-century  

biography of St Rose of Lima, which was published in Latin (Vita mirabilis et mors pretiosa venerabilis 

sororis Rosae de S. Maria Limensis Ex Tertio Ordine S.P. Dominici… ) in 1664 was a German 

Dominican, Leonardus Hansen (i.e., the name that appears on the frontispiece), but it turns out that 

this was a smokescreen to hide the true identity of the biographer: he was in fact and Englishman, 

the Very Reverend F. Vincent Torre (1631-1687), the Provincial of the Dominicans in England, of 

Spanish descent, who had been accused in the Houses of Parliament by Titus Oates on 31 October 

1678 of being one of Catholic conspirators behind the Popish Plot. As a result of the edition of 

hitherto unseen documents, this project has been able to create a new, more empiric account of St 

Rose’s life, demonstrating in particular the tensions and political conflicts she experienced in 

connection with her overbearing mother and her controlling male confessors.  

This project has drawn on extensive manuscript-based research in a number of archives, including 

the Archivum Secretum Vaticanum (now called Archivum Apostolicum Vaticanum) in Rome and the 

Archbishop’s Archive in Lima, Peru, and was funded by the British Academy (2013-2015: SG121483; 

£9,381), The Leverhulme Trust (2015-2017; MRF-2014-010; £97,155), and again by the British 

Academy (2017-2019; SG170491; £7,347.19).  

The outputs of this project to date include two critical editions in Spanish: 

(i) Stephen M. Hart (ed.), Edición crítica del Proceso Apostólico de Santa Rosa de Lima 

(1630-1632):  Congr. Riti Processus 1573 Archivum Secretum Vaticanum (Lima: Editorial 

Cátedra Vallejo, 2017), 782 pp. ISBN-978-612-4339-12-2. 

  

(ii) Stephen M. Hart (ed.), Edición crítica del Segundo Proceso Apostólico de Santa Rosa de 

Lima: Rosa a Sancta Maria III Ord. Dominici: Supplementa Proc." (1670): Congr. Riti 

Processus 2208 Archivum Secretum Vaticanum (Lima: Editorial Cátedra Vallejo, 2019), 

152 pp. ISBN-978-612-4339-35-6. 

 

One monograph, a biography of St Rose, in Spanish: 



Stephen M. Hart, Santa Rosa de Lima: la evolución de una santa (Lima: Editorial Cátedra Vallejo, 

2017), 367 pp. ISBN-978-612-4339-16-5. 

One article: 

‘The Biographical Re-fashioning of the Americas’ First Saint: Santa Rosa de Lima (1586-1617)’, 

Modern Language Review, 114.2 (2019), 230-58. 

One collection of essays: 

From the Supernatural to the Uncanny, edited by Stephen Hart and Zoltán Biedermann (Newcastle-

upon-Tyne: Cambridge Scholars, 2017). 274 pp. ISBN: 978-1-5275-0037-2. 

With three more works in press: 

(a) ‘The Nine Miracles of Santa Rosa de Lima’, in The Dominicans in the New World, edited by David 

Orique (in press, Routledge, expected 2021). 

(b)  'St Rose of Lima as Exemplar of the Political Health of Philip IV's Kingdoms (1630-1660s)', Essay 6, 

in collection of essays, Philip IV: Spain’s Planet King, edited by Stephen M. Hart and Alexander 

Samson (in press, Tamesis, expected 2022). 

[c] Philip IV: Spain’s Planet King, edited by Stephen M. Hart and Alexander Samson (in press, 

Tamesis, expected 2022). 

This project has had an impact in the media; see Hart’s interview on Peruvian national TV about the 

project: 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/european-languages-culture/news/2019/jun/santa-rosa-de-lima-project 

In the current phase of the project (2019-2021), Hart is writing a new biography of St Rose of Lima in 

English for Tamesis books.  
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