
UCL  
EUROPEAN  
INSTITUTE

REVIEW 
2022/23
The European Institute is UCL’s 
hub for research, teaching and 
engagement on Europe 

ucl.ac.uk/european-institute

UCL European Institute



02 UCL EUROPEAN INSTITUTE 
REVIEW 2022/23

Directors’ Foreword
 

03

About the UCL  
European Institute

05

Enhancing the research 
environment

15

Europe at UCL
 

07

Extending UCL’s reach 
 

18

Institutional leadership  
on Europe

09

Who We Are
 

21

Innovative teaching and  
practice-informed pedagogy                         

Contents

@ucl_ei
@ucl_ei
ucl-european-institute
european-institute
ucleuropeaninstitute

13



03 UCL EUROPEAN INSTITUTE 
REVIEW 2023/24

2023 marks the thirteenth year of the 
European Institute’s existence. From humble 
beginnings, we have developed into UCL’s 
go-to hub for all things Europe – a Jean 
Monnet Centre of Excellence fostering a 
flourishing research environment, developing 
innovative education formats, extending the 
reach and impact of academic expertise 
beyond the university, and advising  
senior leadership.

This past academic year, we have delivered an 
unprecedentedly rich and varied programme 
in all four of our areas of strategic focus. 

We have worked closely with the Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Office and 
the EU Delegation to the United Kingdom to 
host youth summits and diplomatic training 
events, while running a Commission on how 
to build the capacity of our country and 
regional experts to inform policy. 

We have offered a suite of innovative  
teaching offers, from our hugely popular 
practitioner-led masterclasses to site-specific 
undergraduate teaching abroad, and 
stimulated debate and new work on topics 
ranging from the architecture of politics in 
Europe to how we challenge the  
presumption of whiteness in contemporary 
European studies. 

With a small core team, the invaluable support 
of students who learn and grow with us, and 
an ever-increasing network of scholars and 
external stakeholders, we are putting UCL 
ideas and expertise to work in the world. 

In this way, despite the size of our footprint,  
we understand ourselves as both an institution 
and an institution builder. After all, as per the 
Oxford English Dictionary, an institution is both 
the action of founding something and at the 
same time its outcome: an established 
organisation. It is a regulative principle, which 
serves the needs of an organised community. 
Also once carrying connotations of education 
and instruction, of science and art (Nature..is a 
thynge of great myght and efficacye, but surely 
institution or bringynge vp, is moche mightier, 
R. Taverner 1539), an institution gives form  
and order to a thing. 

There’s certainly something attractive about 
describing our work in terms of building 
practice, as we are shaping the edifice of the 
university’s work on, in and with Europe – 
across domains, historical periods,  
and disciplines.

To appropriate a quote by the anthropologist 
Emma Crewe, which we cited in our latest 
book Parliament Buildings (UCL Press, 2023), 
you can’t study Europe without

a sense of architecture to fathom the 
building; geography to consider how people 
navigate space and place; history to see 
what unfolds over time including 
movements in power, relationships or 
values; linguistics for perusing speechifying 
and written texts; legal studies if tracking 
law-making; psychology to uncover the 
pressures people face and how they 
respond to them and so on.

Perhaps we even bring a small dose of what 
Max Weber – in On Charisma and Institution 
Building – termed ‘charismatic authority’: a 
flourish, perhaps at times a touch unruly, that 
nonetheless seeks to heighten the standing  
of the institution.

Of course, all institution-builders need to 
factor in a certain amount of flexibility to 
accommodate potential seismic shocks  
in the external environment, whether they  
be geopolitical or social, policy-related or 
organisational. Institutions cannot remain 
static. They need to evolve – strategically, 
responsively, organically. 

At a time when the principles of liberal 
democracy and the social welfare state, 
interstate relationships, culture wars and 
environmental futures all make daily headlines, 
higher education institutions certainly have 
their work cut out for them.

In this fluid environment, the European 
Institute continues to adapt – and it remains 
determined to keep working away on building 
the foundations, supporting the structures, 
and showcasing the rather impressive 
ornaments of UCL’s academic work  
on Europe. 
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The dynamism of the European Institute is astonishing, 
from policy partnerships and the rule of law to Youth 
Summits and European Literary London. 

It focuses and magnifies the value of UCL’s European 
work by bringing diverse and lively people together, 
both internally and across our continent.

Lord Anderson of Ipswich KBE KC 
Chair of the European Institute Advisory Board
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Established in 2010 and a Jean 
Monnet Centre of Excellence since 
2016, the European Institute exists to 
enhance and develop UCL’s position 
as one of the world’s leading centres 
for the study of Europe and the EU.

Externally, we promote UCL research 
expertise on Europe, drawing in new 
audiences from politicians to cultural 
institutes, diplomats to businesses  
and putting UCL expertise to work  
in the world.

Since 2020, the EI has been located  
in the Faculty of Laws, with funding 
contributions from Laws, Arts & 
Humanities, Social & Historical 
Sciences and the School of Slavonic 
and Eastern European Studies 
(SSEES). 

About the
UCL European
Institute

Our strategic focus is on institutional 
leadership; innovative education; 
supporting the research environment 
and enhancing UCL’s reach through 
public, policy and student engagement.

To maximise our impact, we work 
collaboratively with - and secure grants 
from - teams across UCL, including UCL 
Public Policy, UCL Global, UCL Grand 
Challenges and UCL Innovation and 
Enterprise.

Internally, we work across UCL’s 
Faculties, Departments and centres 
to create, curate and showcase 
research, teaching and engagement 
on Europe and foster an environment 
where such work can flourish.
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Launched a new Student Ambassador 
programme, where 6 UCL undergraduate 
students worked alongside our 3 interns 
to enhance the Institute’s visibility and 
outreach to the student community.

From public panel discussions to 
academic workshops, book launches  
to policy roundtables, on topics  
ranging from Russia’s invasion of  
Ukraine to the history of liberal Britain.

On our dedicated UCL Europe blog, 
we hosted contributions from UCL 
academics, students, and external 
contributors.

Offering masterclasses, practice-led 
teaching and site-specific presentations 
in London and Brussels.

19 34 3
16,825

20,000

650 37
800
events blogs new student 

ambassadors
guest speakers internssenior practitioners to enrich 

teaching at UCL

Delivered Published Invited Hostedfeaturing

unique views

downloads of our open access 
publications 

registered 
participants
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Between September 2022 and September 2023 the UCL European Institute has:

UCL European Institute in Numbers

18
UCL academics

UCL European Institute in Numbers



07 UCL EUROPEAN INSTITUTE 
REVIEW 2022/23

UCL is proud of its diverse community 
of European staff and students. 9% of 
the student population, 10% of our 
alumni and 20% of the staff population 
come from EU countries. 

Europe at UCL

UCL is a world-leading hub for the 
study of Europe and the EU. We teach 
over 30 European languages and 
have at least 300 academics working 
specifically on Europe.

UCL is London’s Global University, 
with expertise on Europe across 
the disciplines and in dedicated 
departments and schools, including 
the School of Slavonic & East 
European Studies (SSEES) and the 
School of European Languages, 
Culture & Society (SELCS).

UCL enjoys close partnerships with 
leading universities and research 
organisations across Europe, from KU 
Leuven and SciencesPo to the Max 
Planck Society, and influences EU policy 
through LERU, the Russell Group and 
Universities UK. Between 2018-2022, 
UCL-European research partnerships 
generated over 34,000 co-publications.

In response to the Russia-Ukraine 
crisis, UCL started an Academic 
Sanctuary Fellowship programme for 
displaced scholars in partnership with 
the Council for Academics at Risk (Cara). 
One year on, UCL still hosts 16 Ukrainian 
scholars in 10 different departments.

UCL has benefited from EU funding, 
programmes and networks: UCL 
was the 4th most successful higher 
education institution in securing EU 
research funding under Horizon 2020, 
and remains, despite the UK’s delayed 
association, the 9th most successful 
organisation, under Horizon Europe.



Europe at UCL
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With Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, Europe is facing  
a brutal war on its doorstep and crises relating to 
refugees, energy costs, security concerns and more. 
Unity, dialogue, knowledge, and effective policy are 
more important than ever. 

The UCL European Institute drives conversations 
around these topics inside and well beyond the 
university, reminding us of Europe’s role, its 
responsibilities, and the huge potential for change  
that comes in the process of tackling unprecedented 
challenges. 

For me, the space it provides to hear from colleagues 
and guests across a diverse range of disciplines and 
backgrounds has always been enlightening; today  
it is indispensable.

Dr Uilleam Blacker 
Associate Professor in Ukrainian and East European Culture, 
School of Slavonic and East European Studies (SSEES)
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The European Institute plays a key 
role in shaping and helping to deliver 
UCL’s European strategy.  
We maintain relationships and 
dialogue with partners across 
Europe, support knowledge 
exchange and enhance the impact  
of UCL ideas and expertise.  

Institutional 
leadership  
on Europe

Offered expert advice to UCL senior 
leadership, Universities UK and the 
Russell Group on UK association to 
Horizon Europe, co-developed UCL’s 
refreshed Europe strategy, and 
supported academic partnership 
development through outbound 
missions to Paris and Hamburg.

Showcased the breadth and depth of 
UCL’s geopolitical expertise, including 
by running a joint diplomatic training 
session for over 80 UK and French 
diplomats, with contributions from 9 
UCL academics from across three 
Faculties and outstanding feedback 
from the FCDO.

Mapped and mobilised UCL expertise 
relevant to Ukrainian recovery and 
reconstruction, coordinating contributions 
by Prof. Lorraine Dearden (IOE) and Prof. 
Fabien Postel-Vinay (Economics) to a 
report for the Ukrainian Government on 
future labour market and education needs, 
presented at the Ukraine Recovery 
Conference in June 2023.

This year, we:

The Institute’s involvement in the  
UK-France Joint Diplomatic Training 
2023 helped the programme show the 
best that the UK has to offer.” 

Susannah Simon 
Former Europe Director, FCDO 
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Institutional leadership on Europe

UCL is a leading European university, and Europe remains 
critically important for our success. The European Institute  
is a central hub for this activity in research, innovation  
and education. 

As we have navigated war in Europe, Horizon accession and 
the many effects of Brexit, the Institute has played a vital role 
in cultivating relationships, initiating new collaborations and 
convening discussions at the highest levels.

Professor Geraint Rees 
Vice-Provost (Research, Innovation and Global Engagement), UCL
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From the Institute of the Americas to the School 
of Slavonic and East European Studies, UCL is 
a world-leading centre for academic area 
expertise.

Academics with country or regional expertise 
already inform policy locally, nationally and 
internationally. However, in the context of 
increasing interest from external stakeholders, 
Lucy Shackleton and Dr Ben Noble (Associate 
Professor, Russian Politics, UCL SSEES) co-
delivered a Commission on Policy Engagement 
by Area Experts, funded by UCL Public Policy, 
to identify opportunities to strengthen the policy 
engagement capacity of the UCL country and 
regional experts. The Commission’s key 
activities and outputs were:

• A review of UCL’s area expertise, producing 
a directory of experts featuring almost 1,000 
UCL colleagues, which has already been 
used to inform a major funding bid and to 
help identify expertise in relation to requests 
from journalists and policy partners.  

• An in-depth internal consultation, including 
three workshops, 26 individual interviews and a 
survey eliciting over 100 responses. 

• Pilot activities to test innovative models for 
policy engagements and enhance UCL’s visibility 
in this area, from a demand-led series of 
roundtables on the implications of Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine for FCDO and Cabinet Office, 
to hosting a joint diplomatic training exercise for 
UK and French diplomats.  

• Interviews with a range of external partners 
and ‘critical friends’, including alumni working in 
relevant policy roles.  

• A report addressing both policy engagement by 
area experts and more broadly, currently under 
consideration by UCL senior leadership. 

Spotlight on a Commission on  
Policy Engagement by Area Experts

Institutional leadership on Europe
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The Commission on Policy Engagement 
by Area Experts has showcased some of 
the extraordinary work UCL academics 
and professional services staff do to 
inform politicians and policymakers 
around the world. Co-leading the 
Commission with the European Institute 
has not only brought to life the idea of 
cross-UCL work, but has also revealed to 
me the truly impressive breadth and depth 
of the Institute’s work. Through its many 
activities enhancing internal collaboration 
at UCL and engaging with external 
stakeholders, the European Institute 
already models many of the Commission’s 
recommendations for the university, with 
the aim of further boosting UCL’s 
significant engagement and impact.

The Commission has already achieved 
considerable impact, across Faculties and 
beyond UCL. It has served to showcase 
and promote UCL’s impressive range of 
area expertise and our strengths in the 
fields of cultural diplomacy. 

I have also heard from colleagues in Arts 
and Humanities that the initiative has 
created a positive incentive to think more 
ambitiously and creatively about impact, 
in preparation for the next REF.

Dr Ben Noble 
Associate Professor of Russian Politics, 
School of Slavonic and East European 
Studies (SSEES) 

Professor Florian Mussgnug 
Professor of Comparative Literature and 
Italian Studies & Vice Dean International, 
Faculty of Arts and Humanities
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Institutional leadership on Europe
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We support UCL’s teaching excellence 
on Europe through innovative, 
practice-led and site-specific 
education and by creating exciting 
opportunities for students. 

Innovative 
teaching and 
practice-informed 
pedagogy
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This year, we delivered the module on 
European Politics, Policy and Law in 
Practice for a second year running, as part of 
the MSc in European Politics and Policy. In a 
departure from more conventional modules, 
this module is taught through a curated 
programme of moderated conversations with 
policy practitioners, combined with skills-
oriented sessions led by experienced 
professionals. Students benefit from the 
European Institute’s strong networks across the 
EU policymaking community, while also trying 
their hand at producing policy briefs, policy 
pitches, speeches and blogs. 

This year’s module included a three-day study 
trip to Brussels, featuring bespoke seminars, 
on topics from climate and sustainability policy 
to UK-EU trade relations, as well as skills 
sessions, a visit to the EU institutions and a 
networking reception with alumni, hosted by 
the UK Mission to the EU.

32 senior practitioners from a diverse range of 
backgrounds contributed, to overwhelmingly 
positive student feedback.

Spotlight on European Politics,  
Policy and Law in Practice

The module was a great opportunity to put 
into practice the theories and concepts 
we studied to see how these translated 
into policy making at the EU and beyond. 

The guest lecturers and stakeholders in 
Brussels offered valuable insight on how 
things work behind the scenes in the EU 
institutions, and it was fantastic to 
network with UCL alumni working in 
Brussels and better understand the career 
options available with a European Politics 
degree. 

I particularly enjoyed the innovative 
methods of assessment and the practical 
sessions on writing policy briefs and blog 
posts, which will no doubt be helpful in 
the future.

Sian Hargadon 
Student, MSc European Politics and Policy  
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Working with a range of local hosts, including 
the Fundació Miró and the Institut Ramon Llull, 
the module featured site-specific learning and 
teaching to advance creative-critical 
expression, including an arts workshop, 
guided walks, a roundtable with literary 
translators and language training.  
The credit-bearing module was aimed at 
undergraduate students in the School of 
European Languages, Culture and Society 
(SELCS) and in European and International 
Social and Political Studies (EISPS). It was 
part of a suite of Turing Summer Schools in 
European cities, which we helped 
conceptualise.

We launched a new masterclass series, 
offering undergraduate and postgraduate 
students at UCL the opportunity to learn from 
senior practitioners from a range of different 
fields. Five complementary masterclasses 
covered topics relating to international 
diplomacy, advocacy, journalism and the EU 
institutions. These practice-based classes 
provided insights into the work of a wide array 
of policymakers and influencers, and involved 
collaborations with a range of Student 
Societies, from UCL Diplomacy Society to 
UCL Pi Media.

Innovative teaching and practice-informed pedagogy

Barcelona Summer School Student Masterclass Series
Much more than a course, this has been 
an experience … Thank you for putting 
together a stimulating programme with 
interesting material, giving us the 
opportunity to talk to such interesting 
people and facilitating such a positive 
learning environment … We need more 
teachers like you!

Our collaboration with the UCL European 
Institute on a masterclass with Bart 
Vodderie was extremely valuable for the 
UCL Diplomacy Society and our 
members. It provided insight into 
diplomatic life on a personal and 
professional level, with examples of 
diplomacy in action and advice for future 
diplomats at UCL. 

Student feedback 
Turing Summer School Barcelona Lucy Bishop 

Events lead, UCL Diplomacy Society
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Through our academic work, by 
coordinating cross-disciplinary 
initiatives and by hosting Visiting 
Professors, the European Institute 
fosters an environment where 
research on Europe can flourish.  

Enhancing 
the research 
environment

Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence

This year we successfully concluded our 
Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence 
programme, 2019-2023: Passionate 
Politics and the Future of Europe.  
The status, which we have been awarded 
by the European Union under the 
Erasmus+ programme since 2016, 
consolidates the UCL European Institute 
as a focal point of competence on EU 
affairs – at UCL, in the UK  
and globally. 

Under the Jean Monnet Centre 
programme, we delivered conferences, 
workshops, publications, policy reports, 
short films and podcasts on themes as 
diverse as the rule of law, how small 
states can gain influence in the EU, the 
architecture of politics and EU-UK 
relations.

We also recently celebrated the renewal 
of the status for the 2023-2026 period. 
The new programme is structured 
around four thematic work packages, 
each of which addresses a topical policy 
field for today’s EU: European Identity, 
Diversity, Energy and Security.
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Enhancing the research environment
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Rule of Law in Europe

In collaboration with Dr Oliver Gerstenberg and 
Prof. Ronan McCrea, Dr Claudia Sternberg 
convened a full-day workshop aimed at advancing 
our understanding of the role of the rule of law in 
the European Union, in the context of democratic 
backsliding of recent years. The workshop 
facilitated in-depth discussions of pioneering work 
amongst a select group of over 14 leading 
specialists and legal and policy practitioners.

Spotlight on Jean Monnet 
Centre activities:

I am delighted to have had the chance to 
participate in the workshop on the Rule of Law 
in Europe where a good mix of practitioners, 
academics from various disciplines and 
students were in attendance. The really well 
put together programme and excellent 
contributions by outstanding specialists 
fostered a lively debate and an insightful 
exchange of ideas throughout the day. I am 
sure that such meaningful discussions will 
prove an important stepping stone for further 
research developments in such a critical field 
of contemporary legal knowledge.

Dr Ingrid Boccardi 
Lecturer, Faculty of Laws

Parliament Buildings: The Architecture 
of Politics in Europe

This book represents the first comparative, multi-
disciplinary study of parliament buildings across 
Europe and across history. We brought together 
academic experts from a wide range of disciplinary 
backgrounds with members of parliaments and 
architects who designed four parliament buildings 
in Europe to raise a host of challenging questions. 
How do parliament buildings give physical form to 
norms and practices, to behaviours, rituals, 
identities and imaginaries? How are their spatial 
forms influenced by the political cultures they 
accommodate? What kinds of histories, politics 
and morphologies do the diverse European 
parliaments share, and how do their political 
trajectories intersect?

Working with Professor Sophia Psarra, of the UCL 
Bartlett School of Architecture, Drs Uta Staiger 
and Claudia Sternberg delivered:

•  A 500-page, open access edited volume 
published with UCL Press; 

• Two two-day international online conferences;  

•  A research documentary film featuring 
ethnographic interviews with UK and German 
parliamentarians.  

Parliament Buildings is a brilliant 
interdisciplinary exploration of a 
fascinating topic. Theoretically 
sophisticated, empirically rich and 
historically informed, it demonstrates the 
multiple ways in which politics and the 
built environment intersect, and sheds 
light on the symbolic and material 
practices central to contemporary 
representative politics.

Professor Duncan Bell 
Professor of Political Thought and 
International Relations, University of 
Cambridge
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Black Europe

[Black Europe] is a research initiative 
designed to challenge the presumption of 
whiteness in the study of Europe. 
Supported by the UCL Institute of 
Advanced Studies (IAS), and under the 
academic stewardship of Hélène Neveu-
Kringelbach and Jeff Bowersox, we 
launched a series of research workshops 
on Black Europe, with the aims of sharing 
and stimulating empirical and conceptual 
work, exploring formats of engagement, 
and addressing institutional ramifications. 

The international resonance of Black 
Lives Matter movements in 2020 raised 
a stark and long overdue challenge to 
conventional ways of understanding and 
researching Europe. The European 
Institute has taken up this challenge 
through the [Black Europe] workstream, 
which in 2022-23 organised a series of 
workshops that built connections among 
advanced scholars, early career 
researchers, and postgraduate students 
scattered in departments across UCL. 
This sought to interrogate concepts of 
Europe and Blackness alike and lay the 
groundwork for further collaborative 
work among scholars, students, and 
creative artists.

Dr Jeff Bowersox 
Associate Professor, School European 
Languages, Culture and Society (SELCS)

Enhancing the research environment

Spotlight on Music Futures

This initiative has provided unique 
opportunities to connect with researchers 
across UCL who engage with music in 
highly creative and interdisciplinary ways. 
My own project has brought new 
dimensions to research on a recently 
discovered late-Renaissance Italian 
dramatist, poet and singer, Leonora 
Bernardi, through working with 
musicologists and early music 
practitioners. Following a UCL seminar, a 
public concert at the Foundling Museum 
presented the first ever performance of 
musical settings of Bernardi’s verse and 
examples of her soundworld.

Dr Lisa Sampson 
Associate Professor (Early Modern Italian 
Studies), School of European Languages, 
Culture and Society 

Music Futures is an initiative dedicated to 
thinking, writing and performing music at UCL, 
jointly hosted with the Institute of Advanced 
Studies, with support from the UCL Grand 
Challenges.

Now in its second year, this innovative project 
has fostered collaborations between UCL 
researchers interested in music, establishing a 
community at UCL in the absence of a 
dedicated music department. 

In 2022-23, Music Futures supported ten 
projects from the UCL academic community, 
spanning concerts, performances, events, 
workshops and a scheme facilitating 
collaborations with the Royal Academy of 
Music. 

Fellowships have also been granted to two 
teams of researchers to conduct research at 
UCL PEARL (Person-Environment-Activity 
Research Laboratory).



18 UCL EUROPEAN INSTITUTE 
REVIEW 2022/23

The European Institute fosters 
engagement with policy professionals, 
civil society and the public to maximise 
the reach and impact of UCL ideas 
and expertise on Europe. We have 
also placed an emphasis on leveraging 
our external networks to create new 
opportunities for UCL students. 

Extending UCL’s 
reach 

The EI and the Laws Policy brief 
programme gave me the platform and 
support to transform my research on the 
European Health Data Space into ‘the UCL 
voice’ on the matter. It amplified my voice 
and opened new pathways for lasting 
collaborations with policy advisors and 
MEPs. Today, amidst an avalanche  
of amendments and shadow meetings  
on the proposed legislation, I can witness 
the real impact of my – and UCL’s – work.  
This is something very rewarding, 
especially for early-career researchers, and 
I am grateful for having had the opportunity 
and support to make it happen.

Dr Petros Terzis 
Research Fellow: Regulation of Computational 
Infrastructures, UCL Faculty of Laws

We broker dialogue between UCL 
academics and policymakers, and 
curate opportunities to showcase 
UCL expertise 
As part of work to support a UK-
France Joint Diplomatic Training 
Exercise, we fielded Dr Melanie 
Garson, Associate Professor in 
International Conflict Resolution & 
International Security, UCL 
Department of Political Science, to 
provide a closing keynote at FCDO,  
on the impact of AI on geopolitics  
and diplomacy.

We build capacity among UCL 
academics to engage with policy 
stakeholders beyond the UK 
As part of an ongoing collaboration 
with UCL Global Engagement and 
UCL Public Policy, we developed a 
suite of resources to support 
international policy engagement.  
We also provide a bespoke service 
to the Faculty of Laws, which has 
resulted in four Policy Briefs on 
topics ranging from the European 
Health Data Space to the inclusion 
of wastepickers in sustainable waste 
management policy.
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We leverage our external networks 
to create and convene 
opportunities for UCL students, 
with an interest in Europe

Through our rich network of external 
relationships, in Whitehall, Westminster, 
European Embassies and beyond, we 
work to create and convene 
opportunities which will enrich the UCL 
student experience. This year we have 
offered students the opportunity to 
submit to a film competition for the 
French Embassy’s Night of Ideas, 
commissioned a range of student-led 
interviews with senior visitors to UCL, 
selected students to participate in a 
Franco-British policy dialogue at the 
French Residence, and hosted the first 
meeting of EU affairs societies at UK 
universities, in partnership with the 
Delegation of the EU to the United 
Kingdom and the UCL EISPS  
Student Society.

Held annually by the network of 
Instituts Français in 190 cities and 
104 different countries worldwide, 
the Night of Ideas offers a rich 
programme of debates with 
leading thinkers, academics, 
students, artists and activists.  
In 2023, the London edition was 
co-curated by the UCL European 
Institute and UCL Arts & 
Humanities. 

Extending UCL’s reach through public,  
policy and student engagement

After learning about the open call for 
the Night of Ideas event, I was very 
pleased to have the opportunity to 
showcase my work at such a well-
known space as the French Institute. 
The invaluable personal interactions 
with their international team also 
broadened my understanding and  
the reach of my creative practice.

I am very grateful to UCL European 
Institute for their support for the EU 
Delegation’s efforts to engage with 
university students and youth across 
the UK. We were delighted to 
welcome UCL students to the EU 
Delegation and are grateful to the 
Institute for hosting a preliminary 
meeting of the European Affairs 
student societies at UK universities in 
June. We look forward to returning to 
UCL for the first EU-UK Youth 
Gathering, and the first official 
meeting of the European Affairs 
Societies Network. 

Charlotte Pannell 
Night of Ideas short film prize-winner

Nicole Mannion 
Deputy Head of Mission, EU Delegation  
to the United Kingdom
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Spotlight on our new Student  
Ambassador Programme

I had a wonderful year as a Student 
Ambassador and am extremely grateful to 
the team who made it so enjoyable. Both 
staff and fellow ambassadors were 
welcoming and supportive from the onset, 
encouraging input and providing fantastic 
opportunities. I did not expect to have 
such great access to a range of events 
with leading professionals, as well as the 
opportunity to speak with or interview 
many of them. I would highly encourage 
anyone thinking of becoming an 
ambassador to do so as it is a great way 
to meet others at UCL with similar 
interests, whilst gaining experience in 
organisation and outreach.

Joshua Jones 
European Institute Student Ambassador 
2022-23 

Lorenzo Donatelli 
BSc Philosophy, Politics  
and Economics (PPE) with Social 
Data Analysis 

Elena Sofia Massacesi 
BSc Politics and International 
Relations

Irini Tombazi 
LLB Law 

Yanis Fekar 
BSc Politics and International 
Relations

Chaya Steinsaltz 
BA History, Politics and 
Economics 

Josh Jones 
BA History

  

Innovative teaching and practice-informed pedagogy
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The UCL European Institute is run by 
small core team, with the invaluable 
support of student interns and advised 
by senior professionals with careers in 
national and EU politics, think tanks, 
cultural institutions and the media.

Who We Are
UCL European Institute staff UCL European Institute interns

Professor Piet Eeckhout  
Academic Director 
Professor of EU Law, UCL Faculty of 
Laws

Dr Claudia Sternberg 
Head of Academic Programmes

Lucy Shackleton 
Head of Policy & Partnerships

Emma McCarthy 
Communications and  
outreach intern 

Arianna Tanganelli 
Communications and  
Outreach Intern

Olivia Scher 
Project Intern, European Literary 
Map of London & Black Europe

Giulia Metyas 
Project Intern, European 
Literary Map of London

Dr Uta Staiger 
Executive Director 
Global Strategic Academic Advisor 
(Europe), Associate Professor of 
European Studies
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Lord Anderson of Ipswich KBE QC 
Brick Court Chambers, House of Lords (Chair)

Dame Nicola Brewer 
Non-Executive Director, Iberdrola SA and 
Aggreko plc 

Sabina Ciofu 
Associate Director - International, techUK 

Dr Heather Grabbe 
Director, Open Society European Policy 
Institute

Charles Grant 
Director, Centre for European Reform 

Nick Heath 
Head of European Strategy and Expertise 
Department, FCDO 

Dr Kirsty Hughes 
Fellow, Royal Society of Edinburgh 

Sony Kapoor, CEO 
Nordic Institute for Finance, Technology, 
Sustainability and Society 

Elke Kristoffersen 
Head of Partnerships & Philanthropy, BOZAR 

This year we are proud to have partnered with:

UCL School of Slavonic and Eastern European 
Studies 

UCL Faculty of Laws

UCL Faculty of Arts & Humanities 

UCL Department of Political Science – School 
of Public Policy 

IOE UCL’s Faculty of Education and Society 

The Bartlett 

UCL Institute of Advanced Studies 

Office of the Vice-President for External 
Engagement

Office of the Vice-Provost for Research, 
Innovation and Global Engagement 

UCL Global Engagement 

UCL Public Policy

UCL Alumni 

UCL Innovation and Enterprise 

UCL Diplomacy Society 

Dr Olesya Khromeychuk 
Director, Ukrainian Institute London

Rt Hon Sir David Lidington KCB CBE 
Chair, Royal United Services Institute 

Carlos Moedas 
Mayor of Lisbon

Anissia Morel, Legal Counsellor 
French Embassy, UK 

Quentin Peel, Associate Fellow 
Europe Programme, Chatham House

John Peet 
Special reports & Brexit editor, The Economist

Johnny Pitts 
Writer, photographer and broadcaster

Dr Martin Porter 
Executive Chair Brussels Cambridge Institute 
for Sustainability Leadership

His Excellency João Vale de Almeida 
Former EU Ambassador to the United 
Kingdom

UCL European Horizons 

UCL Spanish Society 

UCL EISPS Society

French Embassy in the United Kingdom 

Institut Francais du Royaume Uni

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 
Office

UK Science and Innovation Network (SIN)

UK Mission to the European Union 

Delegation of the EU to the United Kingdom 

European Parliament Information Office in the 
United Kingdom 

European National Institutes of Culture 
(EUNIC) London

Institut Ramon Llull

Geneva Science Policy Interface 

University Policy Engagement Network

UCL European Institute 
Advisory Board 

UCL European Institute  
partners & collaborators

Who We Are



023 UCL EUROPEAN INSTITUTE 
REVIEW 2023/24

@ucl_ei
@ucl_ei
ucl-european-institute
european-institute
ucleuropeaninstitute




