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Scientific Advice Mechanism
• Advises top political level only (College of Commissioners)
• External and independent
• Draws on whole scientific community
• Synthesises and summarises evidence
• Small and cute

Joint Research Centre
• Advises every level of Commission staff
• An internal part of the European Commission
• Directly employs thousands of scientists
• Does its own original research
• Huge and terrifying
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Science is one of the remaining areas of 
British influence

• UK research did not suddenly become less relevant or lower 
quality after Brexit

• Policymakers still need scientific input!

• Ill feeling is temporary and doesn’t run too deep (?)



Science is one of the remaining areas of 
British influence

• UK research did not suddenly become less relevant or lower 
quality after Brexit

• Policymakers still need scientific input!

• Ill feeling is temporary and doesn’t run too deep (?)

• Also… the Scientific Advice Mechanism is a bit weird
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Most scientific input is non-institutional 
anyway

• Scientific literature
• Public consultations
• Advice and lobbying at national level
• Contributions to public debate and democratic deliberation
• Informal advice
• Brussels-based advocacy
• Scientific alliances and institutions
• NGOs and issue-based lobbying groups
• Industry lobby
• Think-tanks and political foundations
• Individual citizens
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