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• Role of the EU

• European Commission 

• Council of Ministers

• European Parliament

• EU decision making

• Role of research

STRUCTURE
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THE EUROPEAN UNION

• 27 countries

• Population: 447m

• GDP: $16.6tn

• 24 official 

languages

1952 – European Coal & 

Steel Community

1958 – Treaty of Rome 

(EEC)

1987 – Single Market

1993 – Treaty of Maastricht 

(EU)

1999 – Treaty of 

Amsterdam

2003 – Treaty of Nice

2009 – Treaty of Lisbon
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“Exclusive” EU competence

• Customs union

• Competition rules

• Monetary policy (eurozone 

countries)

• Trade and international 

agreements

ROLE OF THE EU

“Shared” competence

• Single market

• Employment, social affairs

• Regional/cohesion

• Agriculture, fisheries

• Environment

• Consumer protection

• Transport

• Energy

• Justice, fundamental rights

• Migration and home affairs

• Public health

• Research and space

• Development/aid

EU support

• Public health

• Industry

• Culture

• Tourism

• Education and training, 

youth and sport

• Civil protection

• Administrative cooperation

Common Foreign & Security Policy – High Representative/Vice-President of the Commission 

European External Action Service

CSDP Missions
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THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

27 Commissioners

President Ursula von der Leyen

Proposes laws to the European Parliament and Council

Manages the EU's budget and allocates funding

Monitors compliance with EU law, together with the Court 
of Justice

Represents the EU outside Europe with the EU's 
diplomatic service, the European External Action Service
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THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION 2019-24

A European Green Deal

• carbon-neutral and resource-efficient by 2050

A Europe fit for the digital age

• digital transformation; data protection; skills; innovation

An economy that works for people

• securing jobs; reducing inequalities; Economic and 
Monetary Union; banking and capital markets union.

A stronger Europe in the world

• trade policy; rules-based global order; neighbourhood; 
resilience; crisis management

Promoting our European way of life

• fundamental rights; equality, tolerance and social 
fairness; security; consumers; migration and asylum; 
external borders.

A new push for European democracy

• deeper relations with European Parliament and national 
parliaments; defence against external interference
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COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

The European Council

Heads of State/Government

Permanent President – Charles Michel

Council 

• “configurations” - ECOFIN, FAC, 

Environment etc.

• Working groups

• COREPER

Co-legislator

Council Presidency

Sweden: January-June 2023

Spain: July-December 2023

Belgium: January-June 2024
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 705 MEPs, directly elected for 5 
years

Allocated according to population:

• Germany 96…

• Lux/Malta/Cyprus 6 each

EPP (centre-right) 174
seats

S&D (centre-left) 144

Renew (centre/liberal) 102

President – Roberta Metsola (EPP, 
Malta)

Co-legislator with the Council in the 
“Ordinary legislative procedure”

Committees & Plenary sessions
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EU BUDGET 2021-27

• Horizon Europe c.€ 100bn

• Regional economic development

• Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
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EU DECISION MAKING

European Parliament elections European Council

Stakeholder views, expert groups, consultation

Commission: makes formal proposal

Parliament and Council of Ministers: decide jointly

National or local authorities: implement

Commission and Court of Justice: monitor implementation
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BREXIT TIMELINE

23 June 2016

Referendum

29 Mar. 2017

Article 50 
notification

31 Jan. 2020

UK leaves EU under 
Withdrawal 
Agreement

Transition period 
begins

31 Dec. 2020

Transition period 
ends, UK leaves the 
EU single market 
and customs union

1 Jan. 2021

EU-UK Trade and 
Cooperation 
Agreement (TCA) 
enters into force

• TCA provides for UK participation in Horizon Europe 
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ROLE OF RESEARCH

CASE STUDY - AIR QUALITY

EU Ambient Air Quality Directives

• Sets limit values for SO2, 

NO2/NOx, particulate matter

(PM) etc.

EU vehicle emission standards 

(EURO 6/VI)

• Regulates emissions of 

pollutants (incl PM, NOx) from

light and heavy vehicles
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HORIZON RESEARCH PRIORITIES

Scope: The impact of transport emissions on air quality 

and health is relatively well known as far as direct 

pollutants emission are concerned, i.e. particulate, NOx, 

hydrocarbons etc. However, some of the emissions 

from engines and combustion processes in general 

are also leading to further formation of health 

impacting compounds due to atmospheric aerosol 

chemistry, and the specific impact of these 

compounds is less understood (except for ozone, 

whose chemistry has been widely studied for other 

reasons). Also, in fields where regulation limits particles 

emissions (cars, trucks, aircraft, non-road mobile 

machinery) current engine particles emissions count only 

assesses the number of solid particles, disregarding the 

so-called volatile and semi-volatile particles, thus 

underestimating the impact on air quality and health.
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