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Self-assessment guidance
On the UK Statistics Authority website:

See: https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-authority-board/committees/national-
statisticians-advisory-committees-and-panels/national-statisticians-data-ethics-advisory-
committee/ethics-self-assessment-tool/

https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-authority-board/committees/national-statisticians-advisory-committees-and-panels/national-statisticians-data-ethics-advisory-committee/ethics-self-assessment-tool/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-authority-board/committees/national-statisticians-advisory-committees-and-panels/national-statisticians-data-ethics-advisory-committee/ethics-self-assessment-tool/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-authority-board/committees/national-statisticians-advisory-committees-and-panels/national-statisticians-data-ethics-advisory-committee/ethics-self-assessment-tool/


Self-assessment form



Basic project information: Project title: ensure it is the same as on the application.

Project timeline: ensure this aligns with the dates in 
your application.
− Start date
− End date
− Other key dates (e.g. dates for dissemination 

activities e.g. papers, conferences, blogs)

Project purpose: 
− Research aims and questions.
− Project partners/ sponsors( if you have any).

Project overview:
− Methods used
− Where you will access data from (Secure Research 

Service)
− Plans for dissemination of findings.
− Other background information (e.g. public benefit).

Data sources:
− Data used: ONS Longitudinal Survey
− Data type: Survey and administration data
− Why using ONS LS as against another one?



Weightings for sensitive research areas 

− Is this a data linkage project? Yes if you will be adding 
data to the ONS LS data.

− Does the project involve the use of sensitive personal 
data (under GDPR)? No.

− Does the project involve the use of patient level health 
data? No.

− Could this research of or outcomes relate to individuals 
based  on their protected characteristics (defined by 
the 2010 Equality Act)? Yes, if you are focusing on 
particular protected characteristics (e.g. ethnic 
groups/ gender identity/ religion).

This will update automatically based on the 
weightings and the drop-down menu selections.



Item drop down selection and justification



Item 1: Public Good 

Drop-down menu:
− This research will provide a significant public good in line with best practice guidance.
− Potential to achieve public good which requires further exploration.
− Negligible public good that is not in line with best practice guidance.

LS research must have a public good. 
Summarise what you have written in Section 5 of your application form.



Item 2: Population coverage

Drop-down menu:
− Public good applicable to entire population.
− Societal benefits might be limited to certain groups/areas.
− Societal benefits will be limited to certain groups/areas.
− N/A: Omit this item when the scope of this research specifically targets a particular group.



Item 3: Potential harm

Drop-down menu:

− Negligible harm to anyone involved, including the public.

− Identified potential harm to anyone involved that can be justified and mitigated against.

− Identified potential harm that cannot be mitigated against.



Item 4: Biases

− Drop-down menu:

− As yet, bias has not been identified in planned methods and outcomes.

− As yet, there is potential for bias/bias has been identified, but it can be justified and mitigated 
against.

− As yet, there is potential for bias/bias has been identified, but it cannot be mitigated against.



Items 5 – 9: Confidentiality/ Data security

Items 5, 6, 7 and 9 have been completed.

Do not change.

Complete item 8.



Item 8: Ethical consent

Drop-down menu:

− Informed consent has been obtained from data subjects for all stages of this particular project.

− Consent has not been obtained from data subjects for this particular research and can be justified.

− Informed consent has not been obtained from data subjects and cannot be justified.

Suggested text for the justification:

Consent is not the legal basis for processing. 

The census has to be completed by all individuals living in England and Wales on Census night. Individuals 

completing the form understand how their data will be processed and stored.

The LS is a large dataset with 1.1 million study members who are selected on the basis of four confidential 

birthdays, therefore it would not be logistically possible to contact them to gain their consent to participate 

in the research. Furthermore, as highlighted in item 1 above, the study has clear public benefit.



Items 10 – 15: Methods and quality

Items 11 and 12 have been completed. 

Complete 10, 13, 14 and 15.



Item 10: Validity

Drop-down menu

− Confidence that the methods used, and quality of data will lead to valid conclusions.

− There is limited confidence/it is unsure whether the methods used, and quality of data will lead to 
valid conclusions.

− Potential that methods used, and quality of data may/will lead to invalid conclusions.

Suggested text:

The Longitudinal Study is a large, quality assured dataset produced by Office for National Statistics. 
Established research methods will be employed to reach valid conclusions.



Item 13: Human oversight

Drop-down menu

− Human oversight of all elements of research process, and regular audits of automated outcomes.

− Significant use of automated processes and/or off the shelf solutions with some level of human 

oversight.

− Research based on automated or opaque processes with minimal human oversight.

− N/A: Omit this item in case of fully transparent automated or manual processes with well documented 

assumptions.

Suggested text (example): 

Research will be undertaken by trained researchers and all outputs will be checked twice by CeLSIUS 

USOs. The research team will meet regularly in order to review the methods used and research outputs, 

ensuring that it is of the highest quality standard. 



Item 14: New Technologies

Drop-down menu

− Research utilises well established methods and technologies.

− Methods and tools may be tried, but are still novel or automated.

− Research utilises untested or automated methods and technologies.

− N/A: Omit this item for small-scale exploratory projects and feasibility studies which are not used 

to produce any research/statistical outputs.

Justification:

What methods are you using? Are they well-established/ have they been used in previous similar 

research?

If you are using novel methods, can you provide references for where/ when they have been used?



Item 15: Potential to realise benefits

Drop-down menu

− Methods and quality of data will most likely result in realising the research benefits and fully mitigate 
any risks.

− There is limited confidence/it is unsure whether the methods and quality of data will result in realising 
research benefits or mitigate risks.

− Methods and quality of data have little/no potential to result in realising research benefits or mitigate 
risks.

Justification:

The data is available and the ONS LS is a high quality dataset.

Sufficient resources have been allocated to undertake the research and disseminate findings.

No barriers to realising the benefits of this research are foreseen.



Items 16 - 17: Legal compliance

Two items.

These have been completed for you.



Items 18 - 19: Public views and engagement

Item 18: Public views

Drop-down menu:

− The public is widely supportive of the project aim and  method.

− There is limited support of the project aim and methods from the public.

− The public’s views of the project aims, and method are negative or unknown.

Justification?

− What positive views have you got from the public and how do you know?

− What limited public support have you received and what will you do to mitigate it?



Item 19: Public engagement

Drop-down menu:

− The research involves regular engagement with the public and/or stakeholders.

− The research involves some engagement, though it is not regular throughout the research project.

− No public engagement has been conducted, or planned, as part of the project.

− N/A: Omit this item when no public engagement is required and can be clearly justified.

Justification?

− Outline your plans for public engagement.

− Outline your plans and justify why they are not regular.



Items 20 – 22: Transparency

Item 21: Sharing methods and tools
Drop-down menu
− Both methods and/or tools are, or will be, made widely available to the public.
− Don’t know, or unsure if methods and tools will be available to the public.
− Both methods and tools are not, or will not be, made widely available to the public, or will only be shared 

internally.
− N/A: Omit this item when you are not able to share these tools and methods.

Justification
− How will you make the methods and tools available, e.g. will you publish them as supplementary material to a 

paper? Will you provide them to researchers who want to replicate your research?
− If you aren’t sure, why not and how might you share them?





What next?

Send the following to CeLSIUS (celsius@ucl.ac.uk)
− Project application form
− ONS LS Supplementary form
− Self-assessment form

CeLSIUS review and provide feedback.

CeLSIUS will submit the files to ONS.

mailto:celsius@ucl.ac.uk


Thank you!

Email:
Aly.Sizer@ext.ons.gov.uk
a.sizer.11@ucl.ac.uk
celsius@ucl.ac.uk 
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