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Oct 2, 2019   Nora Ellen Groce, PhD 

      Academic Resume 

 

Leonard Cheshire Chair & Chair       

UCL International Disability Research Centre 

Dept. of Epidemiology and Health Care       

University College London      

1-19 Torrington Place       

London   WC1E 6BT   United Kingdom 

+44-(0)207-3108-3177 

     <nora.groce@ucl.ac.uk> 

 
Education 
  B.A.           University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 1974.  Anthropological Archeology. 

  M.A.          Brown University, 1976.  Cultural and Medical Anthropology, Folklore. 

  Ph.D.         Brown University, 1983.  Medical and Socio-Cultural Anthropology. 

 

Additional Education 

➢ Visiting Fellow, 1977-78. University of Pennsylvania, Department of Folklore and Folklife,  

➢ Post-Doctoral Fellow, Harvard Medical School, Domestic Violence Program,  

                   Boston Children’s’ Hospital, Fellow, 1984-86 

➢ Post-Doctoral Fellow    Brown University, World Hunger Program, Fellow, 1986-1988 

 

Career 

 

1974-1976 Professional Archeologist, Supervisor on pre-historic sites in United States (Illinois, 

Missouri, Mississippi) and Central America (Michteca-Alta Project, Mexico). 

 

1978-1981 Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island. Lecturer, Department of Anthropology. 

Courses in Cultural Anthropology, Qualitative Research.  

 

1981-1983 Brown University, Providence Rhode Island. Pre-doctoral Fellow, National Institute of 

Mental Health. Dissertation title: The Social Implications of a Genetic Disorder: Hereditary  

Deafness on the Island of Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, 1660-1950. 

 

1982-1983 Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine.  Lecturer, Dept. of Sociology and Anthropology. 

 

1984-1986  

➢ Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA. National Institute of Mental Health Post-Doctoral 

Fellow in Domestic Violence and Disability, Department of Pediatrics, Boston Childrens’ 

Hospital.  

 

➢ 1984-1991 Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. Lecturer, Department of Anthropology, 

Summer Semesters, Courses in medical anthropology and general anthropology  
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1986-1987. Brown University, Providence, RI Post-Doctoral Fellow, Feinstein World Hunger 

Program, Research on malnutritional causes of disability. 

 

1988-1990 Harvard Medical School, Research Scientist, Dept. of Pediatrics, Boston Children's 

Hospital. 

 

1990-1991 University of Connecticut, Director, Cross-Cultural Programs. Newington Children's 

Hospital, Newington Connecticut. 

 

1990-2008 – Yale University, New Haven Connecticut 

  1990-1992 Lecturer, Division of Health Policy, School of Public Health.  

  1993-1999 Assistant Professor, Yale School of Public Health,  

Division of Health Policy 1993-97;  

International Health Division 1997-2009. 

   1999-2008 Associate Professor, Clinical Educator Track, Global Health    

Director, Yale/WHO Collaborating Centre: 2001-2008 

Director: Yale Urban Health Program 1996-2000  

   Joint appointments: Yale Department of Anthropology     

Yale Institute of Social and Policy Studies/ Yale 

School of Nursing/ Yale Medical School 

     

2008- on – University College London 

  Leonard Cheshire Chair and Director, Leonard Cheshire Disability and  

Inclusive Development Centre – (renamed 2019: UCL International Disability 

Research Centre,  Department of Epidemiology and Health Care).  London, UK. 

 

Professional Honors/ Fellowships 

 

1976-1980 Brown University, Department of Anthropology. Merit Scholar. 

  

1981-1983 National Institutes of Mental Health Pre-Doctoral Fellow Dissertation Research: 

Hereditary Deafness on Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts. Brown University.  

 

1984-1986 Post-Doctoral Fellow, National Institute of Mental Health. (NIH) Child Abuse Service, 

Dept. of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School - Boston Children's Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts.  

 

1994 Lowell Weicker Award. Connecticut Family Coalition Advocacy Efforts on Behalf of 

Disabled Children and Families. 

 

1994 New England Health Care Assembly Blue Ribbon Award Project: Inner-City Summer 

Playground Program for Disabled Children/ Cross-Cultural Program, Newington Children's Hospital 

Department of Recreation. 

  

2003 University of Michigan. Distinguished Alumnus Award: Social Science Policy and Advocacy. 
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2005 State of Connecticut.  Governor's Award for Service. 

 

2015 Maria Curie Fellowship.  Disability Rights, Expanding Accessible Markets (DREAM Project)  

 European Union. 

 

Grant History  

 

Alan Feinstein Fellow in World Hunger. The Disabling Effects of Childhood Micro-nutritional 

Deficiencies. The World Hunger Program, Brown University. 9/1/1986-8/31/1991. Nora Groce, 

Fellow/PI: $ 60,000 

  

National Institute of Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR), IDEAS Project International 

Rehabilitation Policy Review. 6/1/1989-5/31/1991. N. Groce, PI: $20,000 

 

Rehabilitation International, Travel Grant for Historical Research, Ireland. September, 1991. 

N.Groce, PI: $2,500 

 

Newington Children's Hospital. Research on Family’s Guide to Connecticut. 1/1/1992-12/31/1993. 

N.Groce, PI:  $45,000 

 

Program on Non-Profits Faculty Research Award, Yale University.  The Parents’ Movement and the 

Disability Rights Movement. 6/1/1993-5/31/1994. N. Groce, PI: $ 2,300   

 

Veterans' Administration, Assessment, National DSS Program Outreach Efforts. Yale Division of  

Health Policy. 10/1/1994-6/1/1997. Robert Rosenheck, PI: $ 34,864 

 

US Department of Health and Urban Development (HUD) Grant, Office of the Secretary, Yale  

University collaborative Dixwell-Newhallville Project. 6/1/1996-5/31/1997. C. Farrar, PI: $10,963 

 

Pew Foundation Health Professions Training Grant. Yale Urban Health Program, Project. PIs: R.  

Horwitz, M. Grey, M. Merson. 9/1/1995-8/31/1997. Co-Director.  $25,000 

 

United States Department of Health and Human Services, HRSA Health Professions Training Grant. 

#1D 38-AH00093. (The Yale Urban Health Program). 1/7/97- 30/6/2000. N. Groce, PI:  $453,000 

 

UNICEF-New York. UNICEF/ Yale Global Survey of the Status of Disabled Adolescents. 

1/6/1997-5/31/1998. N. Groce, PI: $5,000  

 

Lilly Endowment. Yale Urban Health Program & Yale Divinity School: Referral Patterns into the 

Health Care Systems from Inner-City African-American Churches. 1/7/98- 6/30/00 Groce, PI:  

$ 50,000 

 

National Center for Excellence in Women's Health, Yale Medical School. Reaching Women in  

Inner-city Populations Project, J. Hendricks, PI:  N. Groce, Contract: 1/7/98-6/30/99.  $ 40,000 
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World Health Organization, Division of Disability and Rehabilitation. Policy Paper on Disability,  

World Health Organization. 1/11/98-6/30/00.  N. Groce, PI: $ 20,000 

  

National Institute of Health, Minority International Research Training Grant. 2000-2002/ Grant 

and Renewal. N. Groce, PI:  $50,000 

 

Center for the Study of Globalization: Fellowship Program for the EPH Global Health Division. 

(2003-2004)  N. Groce, PI.: $ 10,000 

 

World Bank.  Review and Revision of Training Materials for Field Based Development Personnel 

to Insure Inclusion of Persons with Disability, 5/1/2003-4/31/2004.  N. Groce, PI: $14,000,  

 

World Bank. Global Survey on HIV/AIDS and Disability. 1/31/2003-4/31/2005. N. Groce,  

PI:  $90,000   

 

American Association for the Advancement of Science.  Women's International Science 

Collaboration Program, Travel Grant for Development of Jamaica Project. 11/1/2003-2/11/2004.  

N. Groce, PI: $4,000 

 

CIRA Pilot Project. KAP towards HIV/AIDS among Deaf Individuals in Swaziland. 3/1/2003-

2/28/2004. Nora Groce, PI: $19,982 

 

CIRA Small Grants Award for Student Research Support. Inclusion of HIV/AIDS Messages in 

Traditional Rites of Passage. 4/1/03-3/30/04. N. Groce, N. Mawar, Co-PIs:  $10,000 

 

Center for the Study of Globalization. Global Fellowship Program for the EPH Global Health 

Division. 5/1/2003-12/31/2004.  N. Groce, PI: $ 10,000 

 

International Labor Organization (IILO). Impact of HIV/AIDS Disabled Populations: Preparation of 

Materials for Interventions at the Community Advocacy Level.  1/1/06-6/1/06. Groce PI: $ 40,000   

 

UNICEF, New York.  Thematic Group Chair and PI of Report “Violence against Disabled 

Children.” UN Secretary General’s Report on Violence against Children.  6/1/05 N. Groce, PI: 

$9,500 

 

Rehabilitation International/Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA).  Empowering 

Adolescents around HIV/AIDS Issues: Developing and Testing Materials in Tanzania and 

Mozambique.  12/1/05-11/30/06.  N. Groce, PI:  $40,000 

 

World Health Organization–Geneva. 2005. Grant to Develop Guidelines on Violence against People 

with Disabilities. N. Groce PI:  $9,500  

 

Clinton Foundation: Yale/Ethiopia Hospital Management Initiative. E. Bradley (PI), 10% salary 

support, 2006-07. 
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CDC/ASPH – Disaster Management and Bioethics Grant. Yale Center for Public Health 

Preparedness - B. Leaderer/ L. Degutis (PI), 20% salary support. 

 

UNFPA/WHO Sexual and Reproductive Health for Persons with Disabilities – Project to develop 

Guidelines for UNFPA/WHO.  N. Groce, PI.  9/1/07 – 8/30/08. $15,000. 

 

Yale University YCCI- Community Alliance Research and Engagement (CARE)  Evaluating the 

Impact of Violence Prevention Program on Urban Youth’s Violence Perception and Behavior.  

N.Groce; K.Shuval Co-PIs:  $24,658.   

 

US Agency for International Development (US AID) - in conjunction with American Institutes for 

Research, Washington, DC.  Engaging with Disabled Peoples’ Organizations in Development 

Cooperation.  Zambia/ Pakistan/ Mexico. 9/1/07 – 8/31/ 10.  Consultant. Total Grant Award. 

$1,700,000. 

 

World Bank – Community Health Workers in Zambia and Lesotho – Workforce Retention in light 

of competing priorities.  Groce N, Wang, H.  Co-PI.  May-July, 2008.  $ 48,000 

 

Harvard University – Review and writing of position paper on use of internet by persons with 

intellectual disabilities.  Summer, 2008.  N. Groce PI.  Harvard Small Grant Award. $8,000. 

 

United Nations Secretariat – Review and recommendations for integration of Convention on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities and UN Millennium Development Goals.  June-July 2008, N. 

Groce PI.  $12,000. 

 

UK Department of International Development (DFID) – United Kingdom – Cross-Cutting Disability 

Research Grant.  Groce, PI.   September 2009-August, 2012. UK   N. Groce PI. £1,300,000.    

 

International Labour Organization (UN ILO) Disabled Beggars, Pilot Project, Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia.  N. Groce PI.  June 2010-Jan 2011.  £20,000. 

 

UNICEF Cooperative Technical Partnership with Leonard Cheshire Disability and Inclusive 

Development Centre, UCL.  N. Groce PI. 2011-2013   £65,000 

 

UNICEF.  Situational Analysis of Children with Disabilities, Tanzania.  N. Groce PI.  May 2012- 

July 2013. £53,000   

 

UK Department of International Development (DFID)   Public Health And Social Benefits Of At-

House Water Supplies.  P.Hunter (PI) University of East Anglia, Subcontract, N Groce, UCL. 2012-

2013.  

 

UK Economic and Social Research Council/ Department of International Development 

(ESRC/DIFD) Social Protection Project in Vietnam. Grant No. ES/J018864/1.  N. Groce PI, with D. 

Mont, S.Mitra, M. Palmer. Sept. 1, 2012-August 31, 2013.  £257,000.   
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US National Institutes of Health (NIH) Global Institutions and the Politics of International Disability 

N. Groce PI on behalf of R. Lang (Principal Author). £150,000 

 

UNICEF Headquarters New York.  Disability Unit.  Cooperative Technical Partnership on Children 

with Disabilities with Leonard Cheshire Disability and Inclusive Development Centre.  N. Groce PI, 

2011-2013. £35,000 

  

Leonard Cheshire Disability. UK Study:  Exploring Disabled People’s Barriers to Independence.  

N.Groce PI.  October 2012; May 2013. £40,000   

 

UK Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) Design for Well-Being:  Street 

mobility and accessibility: Developing tools for overcoming older people’s barriers to walking 

Pathways to Impact. J. Mindell PI.  N Groce 10% Salary Support.  Total Grant: £1,100,000 

 

Leonard Cheshire Disability.  Pioneering Inclusive Education Techniques for Girls with Disabilities 

in the Lake Region of Kenya.   N. Groce – Senior Academic Advisor.  Total Grant: £1,782,194 

 

UK Economic and Social Research Council/ Department of International Development (ESRC-

DFID) Poverty Alleviation Programme.   Bridging the Gap: Examining Disability and Development 

in Four African Countries.  Oct 1, 2014 – April 31, 2017.  N. Groce PI.   £1,970,000. 

 

University of Melbourne/ University College London. 2014.  Global Engagement Strategic Mobility 

Grant.  November. Academic Exchange. Groce PI. £5000 

 

Australian Department of Finance and Trade. (DFAT).  Washington Group Secretariat Support 

Project.  May 31, 2015- August 31, 2019.  N Groce PI.  £1,312,075/ Australian $ 2,800,000; Project 

Extension – Sept 2019-Agust 202 £443,000. 

 

Australian Department of Finance and Trade. (DFAT)  Social Protection in Vietnam.  April 2016-

June 2018.  N Groce PI.  £174,000 

 

Action Aid UK.  Review of Disability Policy and Practice, Palestine.  November 2016-April 2017.  

N Groce, O..Abu Algharib  Co-PIs.  £10,000 

 

UN Department of International Development (DFID)   Development of Leonard Cheshire/DFID 

Global Disability Data Portal.  Jan 2018- July 2018.  Groce PI   £107,000 

 

 
Senior Advisor/ Project Advisory Boards  

 

European Union.  Equitable: Enabling university and equitable access to healthcare for vulnerable 

people in resource poor settings in Africa.  2009-2012. SAFOD; Trinity College Dublin; University 

of Stellenbosch, South Africa.  Senior Research Advisor – 2009-2012 

 

University of Toronto:  HIV/.AIDS outreach project in Cameroon.  CIDA Funding.  2007-2010. 
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2010  UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.   Chair and session Moderator. 

United Nations, New York.  Disability-inclusive monitoring and evaluation of the MDGs.’ 1-3 Sept. 

 

National Council on Disability (USA) Accessibility of Overseas Facilities and Programs Funded by 

the United States.  Human Rights Center.  American University, Washington, DC. 2009-2011. 

 

DREAMS Project (Disability Rights Expanding Accessible Markets)   European Network of 

Research Centres funded by European Union.   National University of Ireland, Galway, Gerard 

Quinn, PI. 2011-2014. 

 

Advantage Africa.  The Reduction of Sexual Abuse of Persons with Disabilities in Kenya.  Robert 

Aley, PI.  FIRAH Funded.  2012-2014. 

 

AusAID.  Sexual and Reproductive Health of Women with Disabilities in the Philippines.  PI: 

Catherine Vaughan, University of Melbourne, Australia.  Project Advisory Group.  (2013-2016) 

 

2014  United Nations Expert Group Meeting on Disability and Data.  UNESCO Headquarters,  

Paris. July 8-10.   Chair. 

 

St. Mary’s University, London Biological Pathways of Risk and Resilience in Syrian Refugee 

Children (BIOPATH)   2016-2018.  Advisory Board   Dr Michael Pluess, PI. 

 

(UCL) University College London – Humanitarian Institute.  Advisory Board. 2016-on  

 

My Marriage/My Choice:  Exploring Forced Marriage of Adults with Learning Disabilities.  

University of Nottingham.   Rachael Clawson, PI.   Advisory Group.  2016-2018. 

 

Advancing the Realization of the Right to Education and Work for Youth with Disabilities.   
HS&DR Project: 16/01/24 - Clinical and cost evaluation of intensive support teams (IST) for 

adults with intellectual disabilities and challenging behavior   Member, Steering Committee.  Jody 

Heyman, PI.  University California Los Angeles (UCLA) 2017- 2020 

 

Disabled Teachers. Project Advisor.  Hannah Ware/Nidhi Singal PIs. Cambridge University. 2018-

2020 

 

HS&DR Project: 16/01/24 - Clinical and cost evaluation of intensive support teams (IST) for 

adults with intellectual disabilities and challenging behavior.  UK National Institute for Health 

Research (NIHR), HS & DR Project.  2017-2020. Angela Hissostis, PI.  Chair Advisor Group.  

 

Napalm Bombing and Disability Prevalence in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia.  A review of 

existing national censuses and US Airforce data.  Michael Palmer, PI, with Dan Mont, Cuong, 

Funded by University of Western Australia.  (AU: $10,000)  

 

 

Major Invited Lectures/Keynote Addresses/ Major Conferences  
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1986 Invited Lecture “The American Deaf Community,an Historical Overview.” Gallaudet 

Conference on Deaf History. 

 

1987 Invited Lecture. Wingspread Conference on the Disabled Child. Johnson Foundation, 

Wisconsin.  

 

1987 Distinguished Lecturer Series. “Disability: A Social Science Perspective.” The Center on 

Human Policy, Syracuse University.  

 

1989 Distinguished Speaker Series. “International Child Health: New Avenues for Service Delivery 

and Research.” Department of Anthropology, Cornell University.   

 

1989 Invited Lecture. “Assessing Programs for the Disabled in the Developing World: Social and 

Cultural Considerations.” Queen's University, Ontario, Canada.   

 

1990 Keynote Speaker. “International Rehabilitation: Reflections and Recommendations for the 

Future.” Conference on the History of International Disability Research. US Department of Aging in 

conjunction with US Dept. of Education and National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation.  

 

1991 Keynote Speaker. National Institute of Disability and Rehabilitation Research Conference, US 

Department of Education  (NIDRR)  Rehabilitation International, World Rehabilitation Fund and 

The World Institute on Disability, Washington.   

 

1992. Principal Speaker. “Culture and Disability: Rearing Children in a Culturally Diverse World.” 

Wingspread Conference Center, University of Minnesota School of Medicine, Department of 

Pediatrics.   

 

1993 Keynote Speaker. “Furthering the Goals of the Americans with Disabilities Act through 

Disability Policy and Research.” National Council on Disability, US Senate Hearings, Capitol Hill, 

Washington.   

 

1995 Keynote Speaker. “Designing Culturally Sensitive Programs for the Multi-Handicapped Child 

and Family.”  US Department of Maternal Child Health, 8th Annual National SPRANS Grant 

Conference, Williamsburg, Virginia. 

 

1996 Invited Lecture “A Social Science Perspective on Genetics, or Why US Society Views Bench 

Science with Suspicion.” Encountering Genetic Technologies Forum.  The Hastings Center, New 

York.  

 

1997 Distinguished Lecturer Series. “Disability as a Social Construct.”  United States Council for 

International Rehabilitation, Washington, DC.   

 

1997 Keynote Speaker. “Urban Health: The Yale Urban Health Program.”  Connecticut Association 

of Public Health.  
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1997 Invited Lecture. “Violence against Disabled Women: A Human Rights Concern.” International 

Leadership Forum for Women with Disability, Washington.  

 

1998 Invited Speaker. “Traditional Concepts and Practices Concerning Disability.” Disability 

Studies Methodology. Behinderung und wicklungszusammenarbeit, Bonn, Germany.   

 

1998 Distinguished Lecturer Series. “Current Global Concerns and Disability Policy.” Disability 

Studies Series. Brown University.  

 

1999 Invited Speaker. “Community Based Rehabilitation: An Epidemiological Approach.”  

University College London.   

 

2000 Invited Speaker.  “Disability Studies and the University.”  Harvard University Conference on 

Disability Studies. May 22-25. 

 

2000 Invited Speaker. “Ethics and Anthropology - the International Health Implications of ‘Doing 

Anthropology’."  New York Academy of Science.  April 23. 

 

2001 Distinguished Speakers Series. “New Directions in Ethnic and Minority Disability Advocacy.”  

Center for Independent Living.  Houston, Texas.    

 

2001 “New Directions in Ethnic and Minority Disability Advocacy.”  Center for Independent 

Living. University of Texas, Houston, Texas.   Invited Lecture. February 16. 

 

2002 Seminar Series. “Rethinking Disability Policy in Light of Global Public Health.” Department 

of Community Health Brown University. 

  

2002 Invited Lecture/ Session Leader “Accounting for Disability in National Census Projects:  

Problems on the Ground.”  First Washington City Group Meeting on Disability Statistics.  Centers 

for Disease Control/World Health Organization.  Invited Lecture.  April 12-14. 

 

2002 Keynote Speaker. “Providing Culturally Competent Disability Services to Persons Born in 

Other Countries.”  National Institute for Disability and Rehabilitation Research, US Department 

of Education, Washington.   

  

2002 Principal Speaker/ Panel member. “Disability and Global Health:  Policy Priorities. 

Rehabilitation International World Congress, Osaka, Japan.   

 

2003 Invited Speaker. “Deafness in a Community Context.” International Conference on Genetics, 

Disability and Deafness. Gallaudet University, Washington DC,  

 

2003 Invited lecture. “World Bank Adolescents and Disability.” Address to Bank Staff through 

the Disability Division and World Bank Institute.   
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2003 Invited Speaker. “Disability in a Time of HIV/AIDS.”   Panel in honor of the career of 

Lucile Newman. American Anthropological Association.  Chicago.   

 

2003 Keynote Speaker. “World Bank.  HIV/AIDS and Disability:  A Population at Grave  

Risk.”  Co-Sponsored by the Global HIV/AIDS Program and the Office of the Advisor on  

Disability and Development.  World AIDS Day.   

 

2004 National Symposium on HIV/AIDS, Violence and Disability. South African National  

Research Symposium.  Pretoria, South Africa.  Invited Speaker. 

 

2004 Invited Speaker .Disability and HIV/AIDS: Address to Rehabilitation and AIDS Units, 

WHO-Geneva.” World Health Organization.  

 

2004. Invited Speaker. “The Impact of the AIDS Crisis on Global Disability Development.” 

World Bank.  Global Disability and Development Network Washington.   

 

2004 Panel Member.  United Nations, New York.  Global Convention on the Rights of individuals 

with Disability.  Speaker, Panel on the Role of Rehabilitation in the Convention on Disability.  

Organized Through Landmine Survivors.   

 

2004 Invited Speaker. Inclusion International, Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso.: “Findings from the  

Yale/World Bank Global Survey on HIV/AIDS and Disability.”    

 

2004 Expert Testimony. United Nations High Commission on Human Rights.  Panel on Health in  

Ethnic and Minority Communities.  Geneva, Switzerland.   

 

2004 Invited Speaker.  International Conference on Public Health and Human Rights.  “Public  

Health and the Global Disabled Community.” University of Melbourne, Australia.  

 

2004 Plenary Session.  The World Bank.  “The Yale/World Bank Global Survey on HIV/AIDS 

and Disability.”  The World Bank, Washington, DC.   

 

2004 Keynote Speaker.  International Conference on HIV/AIDS and Disability.  Bonn, Germany. 

 

2005 Workshop on Disability. Conference on Health and Human Rights.  Carter Center/Emory 

University.  Co-Presenter with Lord, L and K. Gurnsey  

 

2005 Keynote Speaker. Conference on HIV/AIDS and Disability Conference.  University of 

Toronto.    

 

2005 Harvard University Law School.  “Disability and Human Rights.”  November, 

 

2005 Panel Chair World Bank, Washington DC.  Videoconference Meeting on HIV/AIDS and 

Disability for the Caribbean Region.  
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2005.  Speaker.  Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire.  Symposium on Global Bioethics.  

November 15-18th. 

 

2006 Principal Speaker.  United Nations.  Convention on Disability Meetings – Address on Health 

and Disability.  Organized through Rehabilitation International New York.   

 

2006 Chair’s Forum Invited Speaker. .American Public Health Association Meetings, Boston.  

Invited Speaker, Social Justice Series. Disability and Public Health.  Equal Health Opportunity 

Committee (EGIC)   

 

2006. Keynote American Public Health Association Meetings, Boston.  Equal Health Opportunity 

Committee Scientific Session.   

 

2006 Speaker. “Violence Again Disabled Children:  Report and ‘next steps’ from the UNICEF 

Report. “Inclusion International, International Meetings. Acapulco, Mexico.  

 

2006 Panel Member.  UNFPA New York.  Expert Meeting on Sexual and Reproductive Health for 

Persons with Disabilities. 

 

2007 Visiting Scholar in Residence, University of Alberta Department of Bioethics, University of 

Alberta, Canada.   

 

2007 UN Secretariat – New York.  Experts Meeting on Rolling Out the Convention on the  

Rights of Persons with Disability.  Expert Testimony on Health and Development.   

 

2007 Talk presented with Susan Girois, MD; HIV/AIDS and Disability; African Decade/AIDS 

Campaign,   Cape Town, South Africa. 

 

2007 Pediatric Grand Rounds “International Child Health Issues – the Coming Decade.”  

Dartmouth Medical School Department of Pediatrics.  

 

2007 Invited discussant.   World Bank, Washington, DC.   UN Working Group on the Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.   

 

2007 Chair UNFPA-funded workshop on Reproductive Health and HIV/AIDS. .Disabled Peoples 

International.    Seoul, South Korea.  September. 

 

2008. Speaker and Advisory Board Member.  First Stellenbosch Conference on Evidence to 

Action in Disability.  University of Stellenbosch, South Africa.  December.  

 

2008. Keynote Speaker and Chair of Working Group.  UNFPA/WHO Working Group on Sexual 

and Reproductive Health of Persons with Disabilities.  Brasilia, Brazil.  December. 

 

2008. Keynote Speaker. Community Preparedness for Vulnerable Populations:  A regional 

conference.  Yale University- New Haven.   
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2008. UN Convention on rights of Persons with Disabilities:  A Call for Action on Poverty, 

Discrimination and Lack of Access.  Chair: Pre-Conference Workshop: “Disability Prevalence”. 

Addis Adda, Ethiopia – May. 

 

2008   Keynote Speaker HIV/AIDS and Disability: Key Public Health Concerns.  International  

Conference on HIV/AIDS and Disability.  Health Canada.  Toronto. 

 

2009 Speaker and Panel Member. Department of Social and Economic Affairs, United Nations: 

Forum on the Emerging Theme of the Global Economic Crisis, Poverty and the Implementation of 

The Convention.  Conference of States Parties, UN.  New York   3 September  

 

2009 Department of Social and Economic Affairs, United Nations: Forum on the Millennium  

Development Goals and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Conference of  

States Parties, UN.  New York   4 September  

 

2009 Invited Speaker. Ethics Committees and the Field Researcher.  Conference: Research Ethics  

Committees: Help or Hindrance.  National Health Research Society.  UCL Centre for Philosophy, 

Justice and Health.   

 

2009 Presentation to Human Rights Division, Amnesty International. Disability and Human 

Rights.  London. 

 

2009 Presentation to Board of Directors Vulnerable groups and Minority Rights.  Minority Rights  

Group (MRG)   London 

 

2009 Invited Speaker. Ethics Committees and the Field Researcher.  Conference: Research Ethics  

Committees: Help or Hindrance.  National Health Research Society.  UCL Centre for Philosophy,  

Justice and Health.  Oct..   

 

2009.  Presentation to Graduate Student Group Disability and International Development:  New  

Areas of research, University of Leeds. 

 

2009 Keynote speaker. MEDSIN Conference Medsin conference on Vulnerable Groups at  

Nottingham University.  October. 

 

2009 Disability and HIV/AIDS:  The Global Epidemic.  UN International Day of Persons with  

Disabilities.  United Nations, New York.  Dec 2nd 

 

2009. International Day for Persons with Disabilities. Round table discussion: Educational  

Opportunity: Key to the Future.  United Nations, New York.  Dec. 2nd 

 

2009 Keynote Speaker.  Seattle Club on Research and Developmental Disability.  University  

College London.  Dec. 7, 2009. 
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2010 Keynote speaker.   Vulnerable Populations and Global Health:  Areas of Concern. 

Conference Organizer; University College London, April 15.  

 

2010   Session Chair.  Disability Research and Law Conference, University of Galway.   

Galway, Ireland. April 26-27. 

 

2010 US National Council on Disability:  Overseas Assessment Study Roundtable Discussion.    

American University, Washington, DC.  June 21st.  

 

2010 Chair, Satellite Session – ‘AIDS and Disability – Country-level Perspectives.’ Vienna  

International AIDS Conference.  21 July 2010. 

 

2010 Guest Speaker, University of East Anglia (UEA).  Faculty of Health.  Global Health and  

Disability. 20 November 2010. 

 

2010 Discussant. Showing it Works: Pathways to Better Health.  UCL Open Event.  November 29 

 

2010 Keynote Speaker.  United Nations, New York.  AIDS and Disability:  An Emerging  

Concern.  World AIDS Day Presentation.  UN Department of Social Affairs/ UNAIDS/ US 

Mission to the UN.  December 2, 

 

2010 Speaker. UN State Department, Washington DC.   World Disability Day. December 3 

 

2011.  Inaugural Lecture, Leonard Cheshire Chair, University College London Feb 7, 2011 

 

2011 DERN Seminar. Disability Equality Research Network. Invited Speaker. London School of  

Economics.  Oct 25. 

 

2011 BOND Group. Research in Global Disability Work.  With Raymond Lang.  London 

 

2011.  Global Partnership for Disability and Development (GPDD/ World Bank) Expert Meeting 

on Indicators for Monitoring Inclusive Millennium Development Goals: Implementation.   

Maputo, Mozambique.   

 

2011 Pediatric Grand Rounds.  Disabled Children and Adolescents. Kathmandu Medical School 

 

2012 Chair and panel speaker. Leonard Cheshire Disability/UNESCAP, Bangkok. Disability- 

Inclusive MDGs and Aid Effectiveness’ conference. Mar 14-16 

 

2012 Moderator.  UNICEF.  Organizing Meeting for the Global Partnership for Children with  

Disabilities.  Bangkok, Thailand.  May 17. 

 

2012 Rapporteur. US Leadership Conference for International Disability Rights, United States  

Department of State, Washington DC.  May9-10. 
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2012   Panel Member    BOND Group.  Members Advisory Panel for International Development  

Select Committee Inquiry on Disability and Development. Houses of Parliament. UK 

 

2012 Conference of States Parties to the CRPD, UN Headquarters, NYC. Chair of Side Events:  a. 

The Right to Earn a Living:  Young Women with; Disabilities – A call to action b. Panel Member. 

Harnessing the Power of Partnerships with Children and    Adolescents with Disabilities:  Insights 

into Successful Transitions to Adulthood. Co-sponsor of Event. Speaker:  HIV, Disability and the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Challenges and Opportunities 

 

2012 Panel Member. UNICEF, New York.  Forum on the Global Partnership on Children with  

Disabilities.  Organizing Meeting.  Sept. 14-15 

 

2012 Speaker. University College London.  Recent Advances in Global Health:  Highlights.   

October 3rd.  UCL, London.   

 

2013 Session Moderator. UN Expert Group Meeting on Mental Well-being, Disability and  

Development. UN Department of Social and Economic Affairs – Regional Consultation.   

Disability and Inclusive Development Agenda towards 2015.  Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, April 29  

May 2nd.  

 

2013.  Speaker: ‘Kick Starting the Process of Change.’ University of Galway.   The UN  

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities:  Voice & Choice.  5th International 

Disability Law Summer School.  Gerard Quinn, Director.  June 20, 2013 

 

2013 Presenter. Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations, New York.  Forum  

on The Post-2015 Development Framework and Disability.  UN Headquarters, NYC July 19-20,  

 

2013. Effectiveness and Accountability in the post-2015 Development agenda – lessons  

from the MDG experience.   Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations, New  

York. UN High Level Meetings.   UN Headquarters.  Sept 25-26, 

 

2013.  Speaker.  Overseas Development Institute (ODI) Psycho-social effects of participation in  

social protection programs.  Conference: Transforming Cash Transfers.  London: Oct 16 

 

2013.  Disability: A missing piece in international development.  Tuesday Ageing and Disability  

Inter-disciplinary Research Seminar Series, Norwich Medical School, University of East Angelia.   

Oct 22, 2013 

 

2013 Financial Inclusion 2020: Global Forum Disability Sessions: Exploring Accessible 

Microfinance Solutions for All. London.  Participant: Opening Panel, Oct 27th 

 

2013. International Day of Persons with Disabilities.  UN Department of Economic and Social  

Affairs (DESA),    UN Headquarters New York.  December 3rd 
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2014 Oral Testimony.  House of Commons International Development Committee.  UK  

Parliament.  Jan 23 2011  

 

2014  Open Working Group, Sustainable Development Goals. UN Headquarters, NY. Feb 3-4. 

 

2014   African Leaders Forum.  The Data Gap: Getting Measured, Getting Done. Special  

Olympics.  Lilongwe, Malawi.  Feb 12-14  

 

2014   Seventh Session: Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons  

with Disabilities.  UN Headquarters, New York.  June 9-13 

 

2014   University of Ireland, Galway.  Summer School on Disability and Law.  June 19-20 

 

2014   DREAMS Project (Disability Rights Expanding Accessible Markets)   European Network  

of Research Centres funded by European Union. National University of Ireland, Galway, June. 

 

2014 US AID Frontiers in Development Conference.  Panelist – Marginalized Populations Panel.  

Washington DC, Sept. 18-19th 

 

2015.  E-mobile Conference UCL. Chair Grand Challenges in Global Health Organizing  

Committee. 

 

2015   Oxfam, UK Disability and Global Health.  Talk, Lunchtime series.  Oxfam Headquarters,  

 

2015.  World Bank. Panel Member.  Why Disability Inclusive Development Matters:  The  

Promise of Social Inclusion.  World Bank Training Days.  Washington DC.  April 22nd. 

 

2015   UN Department of Social and Economic Affairs.  Expert Group Meeting on Disability and  

the SDGs.  Beirut, Lebanon.  May 11-14.  Chair. 

 

2015.  UN New York.  a) Conference of States Parties.  June 10-12 – Panel Member, Disability  

Counts, US Mission, co-sponsored by DFAT, DFID, US State Dept., Leonard Cheshire;  Chair, b) 

UNICEF session on Global Partnership on Children with Disabilities; Chair,  c) DESA Forum: 

‘Operationalizing the Post-2015 Agenda for Persons with Disabilities 

 

2015.  University College London.  Workshop on Forced Marriage.  Co-organizer and Chair,  

Grand Challenges in Global Health. 

 

2015.  UCL: Celebrating 30 Years of Excellence in Epidemiology and Public Health.  Chair,  

Keynote session. 

 

2016.  Cambridge University.  Established a Dialogue on Disability for Higher Impact:  Findings 

from Bridging the Gap DFID/ESRC project.  REAL Centre, Cambridge, Feb 29-March 1 

2016.  London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.  ‘Bridging the Gap’ Project:   

Preliminary Findings as they relate to the SDGs.  London, March 
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2016.  Oxford University.  Groce N, Kett M. Invited Lecture:  How can research contribute to 

building capacity on disability in the Developing world? 

 

2016 UN, New York.  Global Network on Monitoring and Evaluation for Disability-Inclusive  

Development. May 3-4. 

 

2016 United Nations, NY. Conference of States Parties, Panelist ‘Including People with Episodic  

Disabilities in the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. June 14-16. 

 

2016 ALTER Conference.  Paper: The UN Washington Group on Disability Statistics: A resource 

for research and practice.  Stockholm, Sweden, July  

 

2017.  UN World Data Forum. Disability Statistics and the Leonard Cheshire Centre.’  Disability  

and Statistics Panel’   Cape Town South Africa.  January. 

 

2017 United Nations, New York.  High Level Panel. Leave No One Behind: Poverty and  

Disability. Moderator, UN Commission for Social Development.  Feb 3. 

 

2017   Summit – UCL Global Disability Innovation Hub.  London.  July 13-14. Organizing 

Committee. 

 

2017 Organizing Committee – World Health Organization GREAT Summit on Disability and  

Technological Innovation.  Geneva, August 2-3 

 

2017.  Panel session/ invited speaker/ organizing committee. AfriNEAD Conference on Disability  

Research in Africa. Ghana, August 7-9 

 

2017 Keynote Speaker.  UNICEF Eastern and South African Office (ESARO) Inclusive  

Education Workshop for 21 Countries.  Sept 12-15 South Africa. 

 

2017. Invited Speaker:  Disability Inclusion with a specific focus on research on older people with  

Disability.  Nov 13th.  Age International London.  D. Hiscock, organizer. 

 

2017 Invited Speaker.  International conference:  Children and Poverty.  Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

 

2017 Invited Presented.  Washington Group on Disability Statistics.  International Secretariat  

Meeting. Sydney Australia. 

 

2018 Panelist – Disability and Education Forum.  Cambridge University Dept of Education. 

 

2018 Panelist – Disability Data and the Washington Group Questions.  UN Conference of States  

Parties side event.  June 14th 2018 
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2018  Panelist – Global Summit on Disability.  UK Department of International Development, 

London, UK.  July. 

 

2019.  United Nations, NY. Chair session:   Conference of States Parties UN Flagship Report on 

Disability – Realizing Disability-Inclusive Development Through Evidence Based Policies.  . 

June. 

 

 

Conference Presentations/ Papers – (Recent) 

 

Groce N, Kett M. Shakespeare T, Cole 1.  2016.  The Disability and Development Gap:  Examples 

from Health and Education.  The Lancaster Disabilities Studies Conference.  Sept 6-8th.   

 

Groce N.  2017.  The UN Washington Group on Disability Statistics:  A New Resource for 

Research and Practice.  Stockholm, June 30-July 1. 

 

Mannan H, Abimanyi-Ochom J, Groce N, McViegh J.  2018. HIV/AIDS Knowledge, Attitudes 

and Behavior of Persons with and without disabilities from Uganda demographic and Health 

Survey 2011.  SWSD18   

 

Mindell J, Jones P, Haklay M, Vaughan L, Scholes S, Groce N, Anciaes PR, Stockton J, Dhanani 

A. 2017. Development toolkit to measure and value community severance due to traffic Authors: 

Mindell J, Jones P, Haklay M, Vaughan L, Scholes S, Groce N, Anciaes PR, Stockton J, Dhanani 

A; Conference URL: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214140517304437. 

 

Mindell J, Anciaes P, Dhanani A, Stockton J, Boniface S. Jones P., Laura Vaughan, Scholes S. 

Haklay M, Groce, N.  2018.  Assessing and valuing the barrier effect of busy roads on local 

communities.  PFH Urban Transitions Conference.   

 

 

Advisory Boards/ Technical Advisory Roles/ Chairs/ Committees 
 

US National Council on Disability – Member, Foreign Relations Sub-Committee, 1998-2008  

 

Society for Disability Studies:  

 Founding Member, 1983, Board of Directors, 1983-1989, Chair, Advocacy Committee, 1988-

1998.  

National Coalition on Foreign Policy and Disability.  Founding Member, Board Member, 1994-

2001. 

 

United Nations Organizations: 

 

 United Nations Secretariat – Review Committee for the Review and Revision Panel for UN  

    Standard Rules on Disability.  January, 2002-2004. 

 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214140517304437
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214140517304437
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 World Bank – (1) Chair: Disability and HIV/AIDS World Bank/ Yale University Project;  

      (2) Author:  Disability and Adolescents White Paper;  

      (3) Advisor for the Monitoring and Evaluation Section on Integration of  

 Disability Perspective into World Bank Institute Programming.  2002-

2008. 

 

 UNICEF – (1) Advisor and regular consultant to UNICEF on Disability – (1985-on) 

   (2) Member, 12 person Advisory Group for preparation of Disabled Children's 

Study for UNICEF Digest, 2003.  

   (3) UNICEF Innocenti Research Institute, Florence, Italy.   

   (4) Global Partnership on children with Disabilities 

   (5) Advisory Panel – State of the World’s Children Report. Disabled Children.    

    2013 

   (6) Cooperative Technical Partnership, Disability Unit, 2012-2014. 

 

    UNICEF & UN Secretary General’s Office, New York 

a) Chair, Thematic Group on Violence against Disabled Children.  Chair and Principal 

Author of background report for UN Secretary General’s Report on Violence against 

Children.   (United Nations Secretary General’s Office,  October, 2006) 

 

     UN Department of Social and Economic Affairs. 

a) Chair: Committee on Disability and the Millennium Development Goals. 2008-on 

b) Member – Expert Advisory Group on Mental Well-Being, Disability and Development. 

 

     World Health Organization, Geneva:  

  a) Advisor to Disability and Rehabilitation Section, 1999-present  

 Chair & Principal Author: World Health Organization Policy on Disability,  

 2000-2001; 

b) Traditional Medicine Division. Advisor, Social Science &Traditional Medicine. 2001-

2005 

  c) Director, Yale/WHO Collaborating Centre on Health Promotion, 2004-2008. 

  d)  The UNICEF/UNDP/World Bank/ WHO Special Programme for Research and  

 Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR), through WHO, Geneva.   Member, 

Committee on Training, 2008-2012.   

 

 UNFPA, New York 

  Advisor on Reproductive Health – Persons with disabilities.  2006- 2009.; Chair, 

Committee on Guidelines on Sexual and Reproductive Health. 

 

       AfriNEAD - Network to link disability researchers throughout sub-Saharan Africa.   Member, 

Advisor Board.  2007 – on-going 

 

 UNAIDS – Global Contact Group on AIDS and Disability.  Member, Advisory Board. 

  2010 – 2014 
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       UNDP – 2014.  UN PRPD Review Committee for Disability Sector Grants. 

 

 Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research for Global Development.  Grant Reviewer,  

  2015. 

 

International NGO Organizations  

 

      Advisor to grassroots Public health, medical and/or Disability Advocacy Organizations 

(NGOs) in the following countries:  United States, Canada, India, Bangladesh, Nepal, 

Australia, Brazil, South Africa, Ghana, Cameroon, Ethiopia.   

 

 Hesperian Foundation - California - Advisory Board; Consultant to Women's Health Project; 

Disabled Women and Health Project. 2004-2006. 

 

      Landmine Survivors, Inc., Washington, DC.  Advisor, Training Manual for Policy Makers and  

 Public Health Officials.  2004-2006 

 

 Rehabilitation International, New York.  Regular Advisor on Policy and Development on 

Secretary General, New York, 1990- 2008  

  Chair: History Policy Project Advisory Group, 2000-2002. 

   

       Disabled Peoples’ International. 2005-2010.  HIV/AIDS Consortium Advisory Board. 

African Campaign on Disability and HIV/AIDS – Advisory Board. 2006 – Present. The 

African Decade, (South Africa) in conjunction with Handicap International Headquarters 

(Lyon, France).  

 

         International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC) Millennium Development  

Goals Committee/ United Nations Committee, 2009-on; HIV/AIDS Committee (Advisor), 

2009-on. 

 

        HelpAge.  Global Age Watch Index.  Expert Advisory Board, 2013. 

 

Handicap International (HI) – Advisory Panel.  Disability Data in Disaster and Emergency  

Situations.  DFID Funded Project.  Pauline Thivillier, PI.  2016-2018 

 

US Non-Governmental Organisations – National & Local 

    National Council on Disability (US) - International Watch: Ad Hoc Group on the UN 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability. Advisory Board. 1999-2008 

 

 US: Connecticut State Department of Children and Family Services 

 Advisor: Ethnic and Minority family issues; domestic violence services.1995-2008. 

 

 US - Board of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Mental Retardation, Connecticut 

State Department of Mental Retardation. Re-appointed by Governor, 2001.  (Board 

Member 1994-2005) 
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Academic Boards/ Review Bodies 

 

 York University - Toronto, Canada.  Institute for the Study of Critical Issues in Disability 

Studies. Member: Advisory Board, Graduate Studies Program, 2002-present 

 

 University of Buffalo: Center for International Rehabilitation Research and Information 

Exchange - University of Buffalo Member: Advisory Board, 2001-2008. 

 

 Harvard University– Harvard Law School Project on Disability. Advisory Committee, 2009-

on 

 

 McGill International Advisory Committee on Disability and Equity.  2011-2015 

 

 National Research Council, South Africa.  Grants Reviewer.  2012, 2014.2018. 

 

 National Research Council of Norway, Public Health and Medicine Division.  Grant Reviewer 

2011; 2014. 

 

 Wellcome Trust.  Large Arts Award Reviewer.  2014. 

 

 Research Council UK (RCUK)  2017-on. Global Challenges Research Fund. Grant Review 

Panel.  (1) Global Health; (2) Education  

 

 ESRC/DFID Raising Learning Outcomes in Education.  2017 Grant Reviewer 

 

 Medical Research Council – Grant Review Panel  2019 

 

University College London 

 

Grand Challenges, Global Health Committee 

• UCL Lancet Commission Managing the Health Effects of Climate Change 2008-2009. 

• UCL Lancet Commission on Healthy Cities, 2010-2011. 

• UCL Lancet Commission on Culture and Health, 2012-2013. 

• UCL Lancet Commission on Migration and Health 2017-2019 

• Organizing Committee, Population Footprints UCL-Leverhulme Symposium, 2011-2012. 

 

• Co-Chair – Grand Challenges in Global Health 2016-on  

 

Institute for Global Health Advisory Board – Chair, Vulnerable Populations Group 

 

Humanitarian Institute Advisory Board 2016-on 

 

Forced Marriage Network – Member – 2018-on 
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UCL Global Disability Innovation Hub. A senior Academic Advisory, 2015-on. 

 

 

External Reviewer 

 External Reviewer, Masters of Science Program in Rehabilitation and Disability Studies.   

  University of Dublin.  Dublin, Ireland 2011-2013. 

   

Editorial Boards  

• Research in Social Science and Disability. Monograph Series, JAI Press. Editorial Board. 

1997-2008  

• Encyclopedia on the Community. Member: International Advisory Board. Sage Press, 2001- 

2005. 

• Disability Studies Quarterly.  Member, editorial board, 1983-2000.  

   Co-Editor, Film and Book Reviews, 1990-1996. 

• Yale Journal of International Affairs 1995- 2008. 

• Disability & Society – Editorial Board – 2012- on  

• African Journal on Disability and Development, 2012-on 

• Lancet Global Health.  International Advisory Board.  2013-on 

 

Regular/Recent Reviewer for the Following Academic Journals 

      The Lancet       Social Science and Medicine 

       New England Journal of Medicine    American Anthropologist 

 Medical Anthropology Quarterly    Medical Anthropology 

 American Journal of Public Health    Disability Studies Quarterly 

 Research in Social Science and Disability   Health and Development 

 AIDS Care       AIDS 

 Yale-China Journal      Journal of Epidemiology 

 Health and Human Rights     Pediatrics 

       World Development     Development 

 World Health Bulletin     Lancet Infectious Diseases 

 Journal of Human Development and Capabilities             Canadian J. of Children’s Rights 

       Royal Academy of Anthropology    Alter 

 

Study Sections/ Commissions/ Research Councils 

2003-2008. United States Department of Education, National Institute of Rehabilitation and 

Disability Research (NIDRR).  

 

2001-2008. American Schools of Public Health (ASPH)-Faculty Advisor for ASPH/CDC/Public 

Health Fellowship Program. 

 

2000-2008. American Schools of Public Health.  Alan Rosenfeld Global Health Fellowship 

Program.  Faulty review representing Yale. Dean’s Nomination Committee. 

 

2006 National Institutes of Health (NIH) Study Section. AIDS and Related Research (AARR) IRG 

in the Behavioral and Social Approaches to the Prevention of HIV/AIDS (BSPH).  
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2007 UNFPA – Experts Meeting on Sexual and Reproductive Health for the Disabled. (Chair) 

UNFPA, New York.   

 

Planning Committees on AIDS and Disability for UN Global AIDS Meetings:  Mexico City, 

2008; Vienna 2010; Washington DC 2012. 

 

2006-2007 American Schools of Public Health/Centers for Disease Control (ASPH/CDC) 

Vulnerable Populations Collaboration Preparedness Group. 

 

2004-6 UN Secretariat – New York – UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities Member, international consortium of activists, policy makers and scholars changed 

with drafting and negotiate a new Convention on the Rights of the Disabled. Areas of 

contribution: access to health, development, cultural participation.  Passed by UN General 

Assembly, March 30, 2006.   

 

2009 United Nations/ WHO, Department of Social and Economic Affairs (DESA) –   

Chair, Expert Panel on Disability and the Millennium Development Goals.         

 
2010-on.  International Disability and Development Committee (IDDC).  Task Force on UN Policy; 

Task Force on Health 

   

2010-2013 UN AIDS Working Group on Disability and HIV/AIDS (Chair);.HIV Committee.  

 

2013-2015  Chair, Disability Panel, UN Sustainable Development Goals.   UN Department of  

Social and Economic Affairs. 

 

2017  Organizing Committee – World Health Organization GREAT Summit on Disability and 

Technological Innovation.  Geneva, August 2-3. 
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19. Groce N. Parent Advocacy for Disabled Children and the Disability Rights Movement: Similar 

Movements, Different Trajectories.  PONPO Working Paper NO. 237/ISPS Working Paper No. 

2237. Institution for Social and Policy Studies, Yale University, 1997. 
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Disability. The Lancet. 1999:354:9180:756-757. Editor - Invited Special Issue 

 

29. Hanson H, Groce N. From Quarantine to Condoms: The Need for New Responses to the HIV 

Epidemic in Cuba. Medical Anthropology.  2001:19:3:259-292. 
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STDs. 2000:14:8:439-446.   

 

31. Gannotti M, Groce N, Handwerker WP, Cruz C. Socio-Cultural Influences on Disability 
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Health and Human Rights. 2005: 8:2:215-224. 
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Bowdoin: 2 years; Brown 2 years);  Folklore of New England: (Bowdoin 2 years; Brown University: 3 

years);  American Folk Art: (Rhode Island School of Design: 2 years). 

 

Teaching Experience: Yale – (1990-2008) 

 

Annual:   

1) Introduction to Qualitative Research Methodology. (GHD 580b) Qualitative research 

core course for graduate students at the Yale Schools of Public Health, Medicine, 

Nursing.. Average: 12-20 graduate students. Taught 2001-2008. 

 

2) Introduction to Global Health (GHD 551b) Core course, Global Health Division, 

MPH Program.  Average: 35-40 graduate students.  Taught 1993-2008. 

  

3) Topics in Global Health (GHD 513b) Core course, Global Health Division, MPH 

Program.  Average: 35-40 graduate students. Taught 1993-2008. 

. 

4) International Public Health Practice Seminar (556b) Average: 30-40 graduate students.  

Taught 2000-2008. 

 

Regularly taught at Yale:  

5) Cross-cultural Issues in Health. (GHD 579a).  Introduction to medical sociology & 

anthropology for graduate public health, medical and nursing students. Spring semesters, 

bi-annually. Taught 2000-2008.. Average: 15-20 graduate students. 
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6) Violence in Society. Biannually Survey course on domestic and global violence. 

Taught 1999-2005.-Average 15-20 graduate students. 

 

7) Disability and Global Health.  Biannually.. Advanced level seminar on global 

disability policy and practice. Taught 1997- 2008.Average 8-12 graduate students. 

 

Additional Teaching at Yale: Invited lectures, seminars and workshops at Yale School 

of Public Health, the Medical School, the Nursing School and Yale College 8-10 times 

per year. Various topics include cross-cultural/ ethnic and minority health, disability, 

violence and human rights. 

 

Institute for Social and Policy Studies (ISPS) Co-Chair: Working group on Disability and  

Bioethics. In addition to being Co-Chair of working group, responsible for speakers and 

Programming during the academic year.   2003-present. 

   

Domestic Violence Seminar Founding Faculty Advisor and Chair, 1996-2001; Faculty  

Advisor, 2001-2008. Co-sponsored by Yale Public Health and Yale Medical Students’  

Association, open to the University and members of the New Haven community.  

 

 

Additional Teaching 

2008. World Health Organization – Venice.   Training Course on “Investment for Health: 

Integrating Health in All Policies.  March 9-14, 2008.  Course designed and run in 

collaboration with WHO European Office for Investment for Health and 

Development (Venice); University of Padua Medical School, Veneto Region and 

Yale University.  N. Groce, L. Levin and F. Lirussi, course directors. 

 

Teaching at University College London , 2008-on 

EPH Social Determinants of Health Summer School, 2009-on. Lecturer, Module on 

Disability. 

 

Institute of Global Health Module on Disability.  Lecture on Disability and Development 

2009-2015. 

 

Disability and Development Module – Institute of Global Health.  UCL. Co-teach with 

Dr M. Wickenden through 2018/ with Dr Maria Kett, 2019-on. 

 

Regular guest lecturers in classes at Institute of Global Health and Epidemiology and 

Public Health on vulnerable populations, global health, disability and development. 

2008-2018.   6-8 lectures at UCL per year. 

   

Student Thesis Research Supervision - Summary 

 

Yale University:  1990-2009  
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➢ Yale Undergraduate  BA/ BS Thesis: Department of Anthropology, 

Sociology, Political Science, History Forestry, Engineering – Total 29 

 

➢ Yale University Masters’ Thesis  

 A. Masters of Public Health THESIS  - Global Health, Health Policy & etc. 

  

o 1991-2009:  1st Reader for 89 Master of Public Health Thesis.   

o 1991-2009  2nd Reader on 54 MPH Theses 

o 1991- 2007: 8 Nursing/MPH Theses.   

o 1991-2009   20 Medical Student Thesis  

 

MA/MSc Dissertation Committees:  External Reader at other Universities (1990-

2009) – 21 Theses.  Since 2009: 

 

22)  2009. Karikari, Justice.  AIDS and persons with Disabilities.  York 

University, Canada.  Critical Disability Studies Program.  (MA Thesis).  (On 

hold) 

 

21)  2009. Bluewet, Cheri Ann.  Physical Exercise among Young Women with 

Disability in Tanzania.  MD Thesis, Stanford University Medical School.   

 

23) 2009 Adeoye, Adewale. Developing an Evidence Base for Community 

Based Rehabilitation (CBR): A case study of the Tororo CBR Programme in 

Uganda..  University of East Anglia, UK.  

 

24) 2009.Hirji-Khalfan, Raihanna. The Inclusion of Disability in Existing 

International Development Programmes.  York University, Toronto, Canada.   

 

25.  2012.Cornfield, Dana.  Highlighting the Invisible:  Live Experience of 

Children with Disabilities in Peru.  York University, Toronto, Canada.   

 

26. 2012 Hearn, Paula. Disability Inclusive Development Policies. York 

University, Canada.   

 

27. 2012 Gebrehawariat, Rigbe. Advocacy on the Rights of Women with 

Disabilities in Ethiopia.  MA Thesis, School of Social Work.  Addis Ababa 

University, Ethiopia. 

 

28.  2013.  Biggs N. HIV/AIDS Education in Kenyan Schools for the Deaf:  

Teacher’s Attitudes and Beliefs.  School of Education.  Oxford University  

 

MSc Thesis – University College London, 2008-on  

 

1.2009 Tuhumwire John Herbert Managing Epilepsy in Resource Poor Communities of 

Sub Saharan Africa: A case Study of Uganda. 
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2. 2009. Owen, Tanya.  Access to Healthcare for Persons with Disabilities on 

Montserrat:  Gender Perspective.  

 

3.   2010 Internal Examiner, ICH – 5 MPH Thesis 2010; 6 2011; 2 2012. 

 

4. 2009-on – Primary Supervisor 14 MSc Thesis 

 

DOCTORAL COMMITTEES 

 

PhD Upgrade Committees - External 

 

1) Mactaggart, Islay. 2014.  Conceptualism the Relationship between clinical 

impairment and self-reported disability in two Low and Middle Income Country 

Settings.  London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 

 

PhD Thesis Committees 

 

1) 1999 Corbin, Joanne.  Influences on Parenting: Effects of the CoZi Pre-Kindergarten 

Program. HPA Dissertation. Reader. Yale University – School of Nursing 

 

2) 2000 Daniels, Lois.  Maternal Utilization of Pre-Natal Care Services: What Issues are 

Relevant to the Mothers. Health Policy and Administration. 1st Reader.  HPA 

 

3) 2001 Adams, Carmen. Diabetes Management Among Puerto Rican Women: 

Culturally Appropriate Approaches. School of Nursing.  Yale University – School of 

Nursing 

 

4) 2001 Klar, Robin.  Domestic violence and current health policy implications. Yale 

University – School of Nursing 

 

5) 2002 Gannotti, Mary. Disability in Puerto Rico. Ph.D. Committee: Anthropology, 

University. of Connecticut.  Outside Reader. 

 

6) 2003 Sullivan, Grace.  After You Cry, You Feel Better: the Role of Grandmothers in 

Child Development in Contemporary Armenia. Ph.D. Candidate in Anthropology, 

University of Connecticut.  Dissertation Committee. 

 

7) 2003 Shemitz Leigh.  Understanding the Health of Cities: a Neighborhood Level 

Analysis of Poverty, Health, Land-Use and People in an Urban Ecosystem.  Yale 

University School of Forestry. 

 

8) 2003 Katsulis, Yasmina  “Criminal Subjects: The Political Economy of the Tijuana 

Sex Industry.” Dissertation Committee. Yale University – Dept. of Anthropology. 
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9) 2004 Solomon-Kaplan, Nili. "Hard Yakka": A Study of the Community-government 

Relations that Shape Australian Aboriginal Health Policy and Politics.  Yale University 

– Dept. of Anthropology. 

 

10) 2006 Yiyuan, Sun. Breast Cancer Screen and Decisions for Delay in Seeking 

Services.  Committee.  Yale University – School of Nursing 

 

11) 2007  Timura, Katherine. “Sometimes They Just Get Sick:  Therapeutic decision-making,  

Children’s health and poverty in Salasaca, Ecuador.”  Yale University – Dept. of 

Anthropology 

 

12) 2008.  Gao, Yifei Subgroups within China’s Rural-to-Urban Migrant Workers Facing the 

HIV/AIDS Epidemic.  Yale/China Program Fellow.  Dept. of Anthropology, Sun Yat-Sent 

University, Zhongshan, China    

 

13) 2008. Rohleder, Poul.  HIV/AIDS and Persons with Disabilities in South Africa.  

Psychology Department, University of Stellenbosh, South Africa. 

 

14) 2008. Wazakili, Margaret.  Paradox of Risk:  Sexuality and HIV/AIDS among Young 

People with Physical disabilities in Nyanga Township, South Africa.  University of the 

Western Cape. (South Africa). 

 

15) 2009 Kembhavi, Gayatri. Perceptions of Participation and Inclusion among 

Adolescents with Disabilities: Experiences from South India.  University College 

London:  Institute of Child Health. 

 

16) 2009 Haozous, Emily.   Exploring Cancer Pain in Southwest American Indians. Yale 

School of Nursing.  

 

17) 2009 Scales, David.  The Actors, Mechanisms and Influence in the Global Governance of 

Infectious Diseases. Medical School/Department of Sociology WHO- Geneva.  Yale University – 

Dept. of Sociology. 

 

18) 2009 Montgomery, Maggie.– Significant of Environmental Factors in Trachoma  

Prevention:  Applications for hyper endemic communities in rural Tanzania – Yale 

University – School of Engineering.  

 

19) 2010 Novak, Gina.Women’s Experience of Group Pre-Natal Care. Yale Nursing.  

School 

 

20)2010 Bougdaeva Saglar – Post-Soviet Era Changes in Health Status:  Nomadic Societies in 

times of stress.  (Defending 2010). Yale University – Dept. of Sociology. 

 

22) 2011 O’Neill, Moira.  Institutionalized Disabled Children in the State of Connecticut 

– Transition to Adulthood.  Yale University – School of Nursing 
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24 Keatley, Robert  A comparative study of the HIV knowledge, attitude and practices of the Deaf 

community in Western Region, Kenya.  UCL (Current/Supervisor).   

 

25. Devkota, Hridaya.  Maternal Health Care Service Access to Dalit Women with Disability in 

Nepal. UCL  (current/ Supervisor)  

 

28. Marcos, Steven.  UCL.   Special Education in Egypt.    

 

29. Chatukuta, Mitchel.  UCL.  Road Traffic Injuries and Disability:  Namibia.  (Current/Supervisor) 

 

30. Wapling, Lorraine.  UCL.   Quality of Education for Disabled Children.   (Current/Supervisor) 

 

 

Ph.D Thesis –UCL Internal Examiner 

 

1. 2010. Wong S.  Nutritional Status of Patients with Spinal Cord Injuries.  External 

Examiner, PhD Dissertation.  UCL.  December 12, 2010. 

 

2. 2011.  Grigulis A. The Lives of Malawian Nurses:  the stories behind the statistics.  

ICH – UCL.  Jan 23 2011. 

 

3. 2013.  Mathur, Manu.  Exploring the Determinants of Socioeconomic Gradients of 

Oral Health among Adolescents Living in the City of New Delhi.  Epidemiology and 

Public Health.   

 

4. 2013.  Ali, Afie.  The impact of stigma and discrimination on psychological distress in 

people with intellectual disabilities, and access to health services: a mixed methods 

approach. 

 

5. 2013   Leigh, Lizzie.  The role of support in the physical and psychological health of 

coronary artery bypass graft surgery patients and their partners.  Dept. of Epidemiology 

and Public Health.   

 

6. 2014. Droti, Benson.  Availability of Health Care for Older Persons in Primary Care 

Facilities in Uganda.  London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.   

 

7.  2016. Adams, Robert.  Unimodal bilingualism in the Deaf Community:  Contact 

between dialects of BSL and ISL in Australia and the United Kingdom.  UCL,  DCAL 

 

8. 2018.  Chaianant, Nichamon.  Exploring socio-economic gradients in oral health 

among a national sample of Thai adults.  UCL.  
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PhD Upgrade – Internal Examiner – UCL 

1. 2017. Davies, Andrew. The Impact of Manual Handling of those with High 

Mobility Needs in the Aviation Industry.  Supervisor: Dr Nicola Christie. UCL 

Dept. of Engineering 

 

PhD Upgrade – University of London External Examiner 

 

1. 2013. Mactaggart I. Disability Survey in Cameroon and India.  London School of 

Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.   

 

Ph.D Thesis –External Examiner  

 

1. 2010.  Muhit, Mohammad.  Developing a comprehensive approach to blindness and 

disability in children:  Epidemiological and qualitative studies in Bangladesh.  London 

School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.. International Centre for Eye Health. 

 

2.2011. Miranda-Galarza, B.  Decision Making in Ecuadorian Families with Disabled 

Children. Department of Disability Studies. University of Leeds.   

 

3. 2012.  Woodbury, Esther.  Auto-Mobile:  Disabled Drivers in New Zealand.  

University of Ontago, New Zealand. 

 

4. 2013.  Keogh. Mary.   National University of Ireland, Galway.  Mainstreaming 

Disability Development Aid:  A comparative analysis fo the United States Agency for 

International development, the Australian Agency for International Development and the 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland. 

 

5. 2014.  Burghardt,  Madeline.  Missing Lives: Families and Institutionalization in 

Ontario.  Department of Critical Disability Studies: York University, Canada 

 

6. 2014.  Visagie, Surona.  Disability and Health Care Access in an Isolated Quarter of 

the Karoo.  Stellenbosch University, South Africa. In process. 

 

7. 2015.  Vergunst, Richard.  Access to Health Care for Persons with Disabilities in Rural 

Madwaleni, Eastern Cape, South Africa.  Stellenbosch University.  

 

8. 2018  Kerddaen, Quanchai.   Disability, Income Opportunities and Structural 

Constraints:  Exploring the Lived Experience of Visually Impaired Street Musicians in 

the Bangkok Metropolitan Region.   University of New South Wales (Australia) – Social 

Science Research Centre. 

 

Post-Doctoral Fellows (Yale and UCL) 

1) 2006.  . Carolyn Kendall – Post-Doc., Doris Duke Fellows Program West Haven, VA.  

Yale Dept. of Medicine.  Research on deafness and depression in returning veterans.  Co-

mentor with Robert Rosenheck, PhD.  2006. 
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2) 2006. Tara Vajayan. Dept. of Medicine.  Robert Wood Johnson Fellows Program.  

Transition of HIV+ adolescents into the adult health care system.  Co-mentor with 

Warren Andiman, MD.  

 

3.  2012.  Marko Kerac, PhD    NIHR Clinical Lecturer and Specialty Registrar, Public 

Health & Welcome Trust Funding:  Community Management of Acute Malnutrition in 

Infants aged <6 months (C-MAMI): formative research toward a future RCT. 

 

Junior Faculty Mentor/Advisor/ Other  

 

1) 2008. Moore, Brent. (Assistant Professor, Yale Medical School).  Computer-

based Drug Addiction Intervention Methodology. Yale Medical School.  Co-

Mentor,  Training and Career Development KO1  - (Co-Mentor).  Funded – NIH  

K Award. 2008. 

 

 

STUDENTS ADVISEES: 

 

Yale University: 1991-2009 – Yale University - annually served as Faculty Advisor to 

an average of 10 Yale Masters of Public Health students, 4-6 Yale Medical students, 2-4 

Yale Nursing students and 4-6 Yale Undergraduate students.  Total during time at Yale – 

approx. 360.   UCL. 2010-on   Now serve as Advisor to Masters Students in 

Epidemiology.   

 

Gordon Fellowship 2009-2010 Myroslava Tartar – Comparative Study – Women with 

disabilities:  Uganda and Canada.  Academic Advisor, Gordon Fellowship, Gordon 

Foundation, Canada 

 

Administrative Experience 

 

Yale University  

 

Director, Yale Urban Health Program. (1994-2000) A collaborative program 

between the Schools of Medicine, Nursing and Public Health.  Including seminar 

series, course development, course offerings, internship programs, involvement in 

community projects and programs. Initially funded with a $435,000 grant from the 

Pew Foundation, followed (1997-2000) with a $453,000 grant from the United States 

Department of Health and Human Services, HRSA Health Professions Training 

Grant. #1D 38-AH00093. Involved 43 Yale faculty and 25% of all EPH, Medical and 

Nursing students in one or more activity related to the Center. (1994-2000). 

 

Senior Faculty Advisor. 1996-1997 US Department of Health and Urban  

Development. (HUD) Grant, Office of the Secretary, Yale University. University 

Collaborative, Dixwell-Newhallville Project.  
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Senior Faculty Administrator. 1998-2000 Yale Urban Health Program/Yale 

Divinity School Collaborative working in conjunction with colleagues at the Yale 

Divinity School with funding through the Lilly Endowment. #1853-000 collaborative 

project studying of Referral Patterns into the Health Care Systems from African-

American Churches.  

  

Senior Faculty. 1998-1999 Faculty member participating in the National Center for 

Excellent in Women's Health, with particular attention to helping to design ways to 

better reach women in inner-city populations. 

 

Director. 2004-2008. Yale/World Health Organization Collaborating Centre.  

Responsible for re-certification of Center with WHO - (re-certified, September 2007).   

 

Yale University-Departmental Service Activities: Epidemiology & Public Health (EPH)     

Director, Urban Health Program.  Responsible for overseeing all programming related in  

Urban Health Program:  Lecturers, Courses, Programs, research.  Estimated Numbers reached 

annually during course of program: 80% of all 1st year EPH students; 50% all 2nd Year EHP 

Students; 25% all students in EPH, School of Medicine and Nursing School.  > 1996-2000 EPH 

Representative, Dean’s Interdisciplinary Task Force on Yale/New Haven Community   

Development. 

  > 1993-2007   Joint Appointments with Institute of Social and Policy Studies (1993-on) and with  

 the Department of Anthropology. 

   > 1999-2001   Yale Medical School, National Center for Excellent on Women's Health. Member,  

 Advisory Board. 1999-2001. 

  > 1998-2001 Faculty Advisor, Annual Domestic Violence Conference.  Yale School of Public  

 Health, Medical School & Department of Women and Gender Studies. 

  >2001-2008.  Co-Chair, Disability and Bioethics Group, Institute for Social and Policy Studies, co- 

 Sponsored by the Schell Center for Human Rights, Yale Law School. 

  > 2001-2008.:   Faculty Advisor, Yale Women's Center. Yale College. 

 > 2001-2008. Director, Yale/WHO Collaborating Centre on Health Promotion Research.   

 Responsible for re-designation of Centre and new affiliations with Pan American Health  

 Organization, WHO-Euro/Venice, National School of Public Health, Athens, Greece. 

  > 2003-2008.   Faculty Member - African Studies Council 

  >2003- 2008.   Global Health Division Representative – Yale International Affairs Council 

  >2004- 2008.   Centre for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS:  Peer Review Committee 

 

Yale School of Public Health Committees 

1996-2006 Admissions Committee,  Epidemiology and Public Health; 1993-2001 Community 

Project Review Committee; 1994-on Weinerman Memorial Committee, (Secretary, 1995-97); 1997-

98 Task Force on Ethics; 1997-01 Academic Progress;  1997-99  Accreditation Committee - Social 

and Behavioral Task Force Subcommittee,  Pledge Committee; 1998-on Medical Student Advisory 

Committee, EPH/ 1995-on  Disciplinary Committee/ 2002-2008;  Library Committee/ 2001-04 

Minority International Research Training Fellowship (MIRT) through National Institutes of Health; 

2002-04 Yale Center for the Study of Globalization Fellowship Chair, Committee; PI, Grant.;  



 

 

  

  

 

54 

Member, Global Health Search Committees; Member, Social and Behavioral Studies Search 

Committee; 2003-05 Advancement and Promotions Committees. 

     

Medical School and University Committees at Yale.  

➢ Ad Hoc Medical Center Committee on School Based Health Clinics (EPH Representative).  

1993-2000 

➢ Yale School of Nursing/ Yale Medical School. Child Care Committee; 1996-2000.  

➢ Joint Committee: Yale Urban Health Program & Yale Divinity School. Working group on 

Inner-City Health and the Role of the African-American Church;.1999-on;  

➢ 2000-on  Interdisciplinary Working Committee, Hixon Center for Urban Ecology.   

➢ Yale School of Forestry.; 2003-on African Studies Council, Yale; 2003-on International 

Affairs Council, Yale; 2004-on     

➢ Faculty Advisor, Yale Undergraduates for UNICEF group.;  

➢ 2007-on  Faculty Advisor. Physicians for Human Rights, Yale Medical School.  

➢ 2007-on Yale Council on Medicine, Humanities and the Arts.   

➢ Member; 2004- Lindsay Fellowship Committee – Research in Africa;   

 

Yale University:  Fellow, Trumbull College 2007- on  

 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON 

 

Director, UCL International Disability Research Centre (Previously: Leonard 

Cheshire Centre for Disability and Inclusive Development).   2008-on. Epidemiology 

and Health Care, Division of Biomedical Sciences.   

 

Division of Epidemiology and Public Health – University College London 

  2008- On Global Health Advisory Committee 

     2010; Chair – Vulnerable Groups Sub-Committee 

   2016-on- Co-Chair, Grand challenges in Global Health  

  2014-on  Co-Chair, Global Health Grand Challenges 

  

 ICH 2008-on  UCL Global Disability Research Group 

 UCL Athena Swan Committee – 2013-2018 

 UCL – Epidemiology and Public Health – Department Management Group  

 UCL – Global Health Executive Group, Institute of Global Health 

 

Consultations   In addition to activities listed above I and my Centre staff are regularly 

responsible for written and verbal advice on disability and development to UN agencies, UK 

government (DFID, Parliamentary Committees, members of Parliament); bilateral agencies,, and 

NGOs.  

 

Conferences: Most recent: Conference Promoting equity: Cross-cutting disability in international 

development research.  March 12-13, 2018.  (The Disability and Development Gap: Research on 

Disability in Four African Countries).   Presentation of key findings from 3-year DFID/ESRC 
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£2,000,000 funded project in partnership with 4 African countries (Kenya, Sierra Leone, Uganda 

Zambia and international team).  I am project PI. 

 

Working Papers Series In addition to publications listed, Editor of Leonard Cheshire Disability 

and Inclusive Development Working Papers Series, 2009-on.  As of August2018, 29 Working 

Papers have been made available on-line for international research and advocacy community. 

 

UCL Disability Research Seminar Series   Co-Directed (with Dr Mary Wickenden 2009-2017, 

UCL Institute of Global Health) – Seminar Series – 8 Seminars per year.  (Series has been on-

going since 2009).      

 


