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Welcome from the new Head of Department

Happy New Year to our alumni! I hope that 2010 will be a very enjoyable and
successful year for you all. Could I first of all trouble you with a request? The
Department would be very grateful for your help with a pilot study relating to the
impact of its research. We are looking into the ways in which our research activities
have had an impact on audiences outside academia. If you attended any of our events
recently, you should have received a form asking for feedback on them. Please do
send back this form; it will be very useful for us (a copy of the form can be found on
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/english/alumni/index.htm). And if you can think of any other
ways in which you feel that our research has had a specific impact on the wider
community, or has been of benefit to your own work, then please let me know by the
end of January (s.irvine@ucl.ac.uk).

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome two new Honorary Visiting
Professors to the Department: John Gross, who is former editor of the Times Literary
Supplement and an editor of anthologies of literature for the Oxford University Press
and Gerard Kilroy, who is a scholar of sixteenth and seventeenth century literature,
with particular interests in Sir John Harington and Edmund Campion. I am also
delighted to welcome two new members of the departmental administrative team.
Suzanne Lambert joins us as the Department’s Admissions Officer, and Clare
Szembek takes up a new part-time administrative assistant post. You will be pleased
to know that Clare’s role includes particular responsibility for departmental alumni
contact.

We have had considerable success recently in applications for externally funded
research leave: Kasia Boddy and Lee Grieveson were each awarded a year of
Leverhulme-funded research leave for the 2009-10 academic year, and Peter Swaab
was awarded a term’s leave funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council; in
addition René Weis has been successful in his application to the Leverhulme Trust for
a 3-year major research fellowship beginning in October 2010 to write a book on the
genesis of La Traviata. Such awards, as well as being financially beneficial to the
Department and Faculty, significantly enhance the Department’s research profile.

It was very good to see some of you recently at our ‘Housman Revisited’ event, held
jointly with the Greek and Latin Department, to celebrate the 150th anniversary of A.
E. Housman’s birth. A panel of Housman scholars chaired by René Weis – David
Butterfield (Cambridge), Stephen Harrison (Oxford), Peter Howarth (Queen Mary,
London) and Norman Vance (Sussex) – delivered a fascinating collection of papers
about various aspects of Housman’s life and work. The event included an exhibition
of material related to Housman, put together with the help of UCL Special
Collections. We look forward to undertaking more interdisciplinary ventures of this
kind in the future.

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/english/alumni/index.htm
mailto:s.irvine@ucl.ac.uk
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We hope to see as many of you as possible at various events coming up in the next
few months. In particular March offers lots of opportunities for you to participate in
our activities. The Bloomsbury Day on Friday 12th March promises to be very
exciting indeed (details of this event are provided later in the Newsletter). You are
also invited to attend the Department’s Northcliffe Lectures which are being given in
the second half of March by the author and playwright Caryl Phillips. The first of
these takes place at 5 p.m. on Thursday 18th March at 5 p.m., and will be followed by
a drinks reception. The second and third lectures will be at 1 p.m. on Friday 19th

February and Tuesday 23rd February. Please let Clare Szembek know if you would
like to attend any of all of these (English-office@ucl.ac.uk). And for further details of
these and other activities do consult the alumni page on the Department’s website
(http://www.ucl.ac.uk/english/alumni/index.htm).

I would like to express my warm appreciation to our Director of Alumni Relations,
Berry Chevasco, for the crucial role she plays in the development of our alumni
activities (including compiling this Newsletter). I hope that those of you who have not
met her so far will have a chance to do so at a future departmental event.

Susan Irvine

Recent Award for Knowledge Transfer
Bas Arts was awarded an Arts and Humanties Research Council Knowledge Transfer
Fellowship. These fellowships are awarded to academics in partnership with charities,
commercial companies and the like. Bas is working in partnership with the School
Improvement Service of the London Borough of Camden.

The aim of the project (entitled 'Creating a Web-Based Platform for English
Language Teaching and Learning') is to make the resources of the Survey of English
Usage available for secondary schools, thus facilitating the teaching and learning of
the requirements for English in the National Curriculum.

The principal researcher on the project is Sean Wallis. The Survey is working very
closely with Dr Steven Schooling of UCL Business with the aim of exploring a 'route
to market' for our resources. To this end we have already established contacts with
Cambridge University Press.

We have set up a project website here:
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/english-usage/projects/grammar-teaching/

mailto:English-office@ucl.ac.uk
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/english/alumni/index.htm
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/english-usage/projects/grammar-teaching/
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Sex, Drugs and Rock and Roll!
In Cinemas now! Our congratulations to fellow
alumnus Mat Whitecross who has just directed
this critically acclaimed film about the influential
rock musician Ian Dury. According to Time Out,
‘You don’t need to be a fan of Dury’s music to
enjoy ‘Sex & Drugs…’. This is just gorgeous,
celebratory cinema, unfettered and courageous, if
unashamedly scattershot, much like the man
himself. Forget young Lennon and his tedious
Oedipal angst – this is the one by which a new
decade of music movies will be judged.’ Mat has
also been praised by the British Polio Society for
his sensitive treatment of the disease which
marked Dury’s life. He was warmly thanked by
the society for his ‘exceptional understanding of
the experience’ of polio. Well done to Mat! More
reasons to be cheerful in 2010!

The UCL English Department Summer School (UCLEDSS)
Organized in conjunction with Widening Participation, a summer school took place
over the period 29th-31st July which catered for approximately 30 students who had
recently completed AS level English studies, and who intended to continue further
study at A2, recruited primarily from sectors under-represented in study of English in
Higher Education. The UCLEDSS was staffed by eight research students within the
UCL English Department, each of whom had the opportunity to provide participants
in the scheme with an introduction to the literature and history of their respective
period, extending from the Anglo-Saxon era to the present day. These introductions
took the form of small, seminar based discussion groups, which allowed students to
gain some sense of teaching methods in higher education, whilst also providing staff
with some valuable experience in teaching and Knowledge Transfer. Afternoon
activities included a film screening and discussion, in addition to field trips to the
British Museum, the Museum of London, Tate Britain, the Victoria and Albert
Museum, and the National Portrait Gallery. Here, staff aimed to demonstrate the
importance of the cultural and historical context behind works with which students
had engaged earlier in the day.'

Other positive feedback from participants included the following comments:

‘I have really enjoyed the summer school, and each lecture gave me an insight into
important periods in history. It was fascinating seeing how language evolved and
shaped itself when confronted with social issues.’
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‘This has been an experience that will stick and be very helpful in what I choose for
university.’

‘UCL’s English Department is simply amazing! This has certainly been a memorable
and enriching experience that has helped me confirm that university is the right path
for me to take. Thanks so much for everything!’

‘The teachers were very kind, helpful and inspiring, and eager to share their
knowledge with the group’.

More information can be had from:
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/news/news-articles/0908/09081501

Events

Bloomsbury Day, Friday 12 March from 16.00 to 20.30

‘Bloomsbury Past and Present’

The first half of the occasion will be devoted to 19th-century Bloomsbury.
Demonstrations, short talks, and round-table discussion with audience q & a chaired
by Rosemary Ashton, leader of the UCL Bloomsbury Project studying reform in
19th-century Bloomsbury. Demonstration of the Project website: maps, streets,
squares, and progressive institutions – educational, social, religious – founded in 19th-
century Bloomsbury. Demonstration of the Bloomsbury blog, a family history site run
by Dr Carole Reeves, Outreach Historian responsible for Public Engagement at the
Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of Medicine. Short talks by experts in
different disciplines connected to the Project – literature and journalism, architectural
history, urban geography, history of the occult.

During the tea interval participants will be able to see items from UCL Library’s
Bloomsbury Exhibition and to access the Bloomsbury Project’s website.

The second half will be devoted to ‘Literary Bloomsbury’. Short talks by novelists
and writers with close connections to UCL about the significance of Bloomsbury for
their writing, among them Lynne Truss and David Lodge. Discussion chaired by
John Sutherland. Reading of poems composed in and/or about Bloomsbury by
recent English Department alumni Oli Hazzard and Declan Ryan and by Professor
Mark Ford.

The chosen theme of Bloomsbury past and present will bring people together from a
wide range of activities and occupations, all with an interest in Bloomsbury. The
audience will be drawn from UCL alumni, local Bloomsbury organisations and
interest groups, from the British Museum to the Mary Ward Centre, the Dr Williams’s

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/news/news-articles/0908/09081501
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Library, the Swedenborg Society, and local interest groups such as the Bloomsbury
Association, Cultural Bloomsbury, the Camden History Society, the Marchmont
Association, Hidden Cities, individual local historians and residents, representatives
from local hospitals (including UCH and Great Ormond Street), charitable
organisations including Coram’s Fields, the Artworkers Guild, schools, museums and
galleries (for example the Foundling Museum ).

The aim is to widen people’s perspectives about Bloomsbury past and present by:
1. attracting a wider audience than usually comes to UCL events.
2. bringing the general audience together with writers and historians.
3. showcasing the 19th-century Bloomsbury Project by demonstrating the website;
explaining the significance of the website as a resource for scholars and amateurs with
an interest in historic Bloomsbury; demonstrating the rich archives and resources of
Bloomsbury’s institutions and encouraging scholars, students, local and family
historians to exploit these often under-used resources by giving them the information
they need to pursue their own researches.
4. celebrating and raising the profile locally of UCL itself, by showing it as central to
the distinguished history of Bloomsbury, by advertising the riches of its archives, and
by spreading knowledge of UCL’s current initiatives.

Contact Rosemary Ashton for further details.

‘Just Enough: Sufficiency and the Cultural Imagination’

11 December 2009

A symposium held at UCL on 4 December aimed to examine how different cultures
and contexts have characterised and fleshed out the idea of ‘enough’. Symposium
Convenor Matthew Ingleby (UCL English) reports on the event.

It was perhaps an auspicious time to convene a symposium for academics and non-
academics to explore one aspect of the cultural and historical dimensions of
consumption and sustainability, the idea of ‘enough’.

In the brief, uneasy gap between UEA-gate – which subjected climate-scientists to a
great deal of hostility and scepticism from the press – and Copenhagen 2009, there
emerged in public discourse not a few voices venturing that the green movement, in
its dominant strategies of public engagement through fact-dissemination, might have
been itself as responsible for the way the media played (or overplayed) that story of
‘fact-cooking’ as the blood-baying climate-change deniers themselves.
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For many years the environmental lobby has increasingly fixed its hopes of changing
individual behaviour and socio-economic policy on getting its scientific facts straight
and presenting them as memorably and movingly as possible. But what if getting the
facts ever straighter and ever more digestible could never have been a successful way
of reversing post-industrial consumption patterns and the resultant incipient
environmental disaster? What if facts are only ever capable of being assimilated into
the common sense thought-world which informs our everyday consumption behaviour
through the prolonged mediation of language and culture? If the longstanding need of
the green movement to engage more with culture and culturalist modes of
understanding human behaviour was illuminated by the fragility which the movement
revealed in UEA-gate, it was a stroke of luck for the ‘Just Enough’ symposium to be
scheduled to coincide with this moment, lending it an air of topicality.

On December 4th, in the Chadwick Lecture Theatre, a number of Humanities and
Social Science academics gathered together to attend to ‘enough’, which emerged
throughout the day as a complex and crucial idea, whose roles and resonances have
varied in different cultures and periods, and whose meaning today is not as obvious as
its casual usage would imply. Speakers from UCL as well as other institutions shared
panels in front of a diverse, well-informed audience, composed of UCL members
from a variety of faculties, as well several people from external institutions, academic
and non-academic.

The speakers themselves represented a range of disciplines: a critical mass from the
English department, who co-hosted the event with Sustainable Cities, were joined by
representatives of Philosophy, Anthropology and Architectural History. They all
presented short papers and then rubbed heads together to reveal points of convergence
and difference in relation to the concept and representation of ‘sufficiency’, and
responded to a series of very pertinent questions from the floor.

As Dr Kathryn Allan (UCL English) demonstrated, from the perspective of lexical-
semantics, the word ‘enough’ itself is slippery. Coming from the Anglo-Saxon, it is
categorised in different current or recent dictionaries in a whole variety of ways, and
implies in its usage sometimes the sense of too little as well as too much. In the next
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few papers that followed, the cultural place of ‘sufficiency’ as it changed through the
centuries was fleshed out, by Dr Hannah Skoda (History, University of Oxford), who
discussed the idea of equilibrium and how it became challenged through transitions in
the medieval economy; Dr Eric Langley (UCL English), who found in the early
Modern period a culture obsessed with the idea of excess and its relationship to
sufficiency, linking the rhetorical superfluity of ‘copia’ with anxieties about
consumption and desire; and Dr Paul Davis (UCL English), who continued this
narrative into the seventeenth century, with a focus on the work of John Milton,
dwelling on an unresolved ambivalence in his poetry about the idea of ‘enough-ness’,
whereby his religious tendency towards temperance was itself tempered by his
attraction to stylistic extravagance.

These questions of style in relation to ‘enough’ found parallels in the next two papers.
Hope Wolf (English, King’s College London) discussed writings that emerged from
the excessive totality of the Great War, finding in them a persistent query as to
whether there can ever be enough remembrance, enough mourning, to atone for such
a catastrophe; Dr Ben Campkin (UCL Bartlett) discussed a recent trend in
architectural design, the ‘frugal pastoral’, in which the aesthetics of sufficiency and
recycling have been appropriated to become the latest fashion in urban living.

In the last panel, Professor Rachel Bowlby (UCL English) explored aspects of modern
consumer culture, and examined the phenomenon by which the consumer can be
driven to shop excessively by being rewarded with a sense of pleasure associated with
saving – paradoxically in the act of spending – through such modern devices as
BOGOF. Dr Jerome Lewis (UCL Anthropology) made a radical case for the cultural
specificity of our relationship with the material world, arguing that in comparison to
egalitarian hunter-gatherer tribes in Central Africa whose material practices work to
maintain the abundance of the natural world, we have an ecologically unsustainable
attitude which treats resources as always scarce and needing to be chased. Finally, Dr
James Wilson (UCL Philosophy), discussed the philosophy of ‘enough’, tracing
concerns about consumption and sufficiency from Socrates through to Adam Smith.

In the evening, we moved to the Gustave Tuck Lecture Theatre, where academics that
had spoken on panels in the day listened to short talks about ‘enough’ in our current
culture, by non-academics who currently work in the field of sustainability
communication. Nicola Baird, an environmental journalist, Saamah Abdallah, a
researcher at the New Economics Foundation, and Danny Chivers, an activist slam
poet, all spoke about the way in which we need to retreat from our current
consumption patterns, and make do with less, in order both to save the planet, and to
attain a sense of wellbeing individually.

A lively set of questions and points from the floor completed the evening’s
discussion, some being directed to the panellists, and others arising from the academic
context of the day’s symposium. We all then retired, academics and non-academics
alike, to much-need refreshments in the Jeremy Bentham Room, and continued to
explore, more informally, ideas that had emerged in the day and evening.
Image: from left to right - Dr Hannah Skoda; Dr Eric Langley; Dr Kathryn
Allan
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Departmental Books and other news:

Alumni will be interested to know that Helen Hackett appeared on 15 Oct 2009 on In
Our Time on BBC Radio 4, talking about the death of Elizabeth I. The programme is
available to listen to at

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/history/inourtime/inourtime_20091015.shtml

Phil Horne and Pete Swaab have asked to let all alumni know that a special digital
re-issue of Thorold Dickinson’s classic supernatural drama THE QUEEN OF
SPADES, not seen in British cinemas since its original release in 1949, will be
available in 2010 for the first time on DVD (alongside Dickinson classics: Secret
People & High Command). THE QUEEN OF SPADES is truly a lost gem of British
cinema from much admired director Thorold Dickinson (Gaslight). Based on the short
story by Alexander Pushkin, the film includes performances by Anton Walbrook (The
Red Shoes) as the soldier driven insane by his lust for success and fortune and Dame
Edith Evans (The Importance of Being Earnest, Tom Jones, Scrooge) as the bitter and
twisted old Countess who gave away her soul for a short-lived salvation. Both Pete
and Phil presented introductions to the film at screenings in December 2009.

Pete Swaab has written the introduction to the Penguin Shakespeare edition of The
Two Noble Kinsmen, published at the end of October.

Matthew Beaumont is launching a centre for research on representations of the city
from the middle ages to the present in spring 2010 alongside a book of essays about
the city, called Restless Cities, co-edited with Greg Dart. The City Centre
(www.ucl.ac.uk/citycentre - once it goes live) is for the moment being funded from
within the department's resources, though it is hoped that in the long run substantial
funding will be secured from national research bodies. It aims both to co-ordinate the
research activities of several members of the department (including Matthew
Beaumont, Kasia Boddy, Rachel Bowlby, Ardis Butterfield, Gregory Dart, Mark
Ford, Philip Horne, Neil Rennie and Michael Sayeau), and to provide a forum, and
a resource, for inter-disciplinary discussions of the representation of the city from the
middle ages to the present. It is to be launched alongside the publication of Restless
Cities, in the spring of 2010, when there will be talks and debates both at UCL and at
public venues in London.

He also has published or will publish:

Matthew Beaumont and Terry Eagleton, The Task of the Critic: Terry Eagleton in
Dialogue (Verso, 2009)

Walter Pater, Studies in the History of the Renaissance, ed. Matthew Beaumont
(Oxford UP, 2010)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/history/inourtime/inourtime_20091015.shtml
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/citycentre
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Henry Woudhuysen has been working with Michael Suarez, S.J., as co-general
editor of the Oxford Companion to the Book. This two-volume work consists of a
series of 51 essays followed by an A-Z containing over 5,100 entries: the two parts,
written by about 330 contributors are over a million words long and attempt to cover
all aspects of the book from ancient to modern times throughout the world. The
Companion will be published at the end of January 2010 and will cost £195.

Marilyn Corrie has edited A Concise Companion to Middle English Literature
published in April 2009 by Wiley-Blackwell.


