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UCL Eastman Biobank for Studying Health and Disease  

 
Information Sheet for Children 11-15 years old 

 

We are asking if you would like to take part in a research project to help us understand more 
about dental diseases.  Before you decide if you want to join in, it is important to understand 
why the research is being done and what it will involve for you.  So please consider this 
leaflet carefully.  Talk about it with your family, friends, dentist or nurse if you want to. 

 
We are doing this research to gain a better understanding of the disease processes involved in 
dental and human disease and the normal functioning of the human body.   
 
The UCL Eastman Biobank is a source of clinical information and tissue for a number of research 
projects that study dental and human disease and the normal functioning of the human body.  The 
research we do could help develop new methods of detecting and managing disease.  

 
 

Why have I been chosen? 
You have been invited to join our study because you are being seen by dentists at Eastman 
Dental Hospital, University College London Hospital NHS Trust (UCLH). 
 
 
Do I have to take part? 
No. It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If at any time you don’t want to do the 
research anymore, just tell a parent or guardian, or dentist or nurse.  Nobody will be upset.  

 
 

What will I be asked to do? 
When you have any treatment, a little bit of your tissue (eg a tooth) is sometimes removed in 
order to manage your condition.  If you allow us, we will keep some or all of that tissue that 
would have normally been thrown away, to use it for our research.  There is no need to take 
any extra tissue from you during surgery, and only tissue that would otherwise be thrown 
away is kept for research. You would have exactly the same treatment as if you had decided 
not to take part in the study.  
 
We may also ask for samples of saliva or plaque. Having saliva samples means spitting into 
a pot. Having plaque samples means letting us rub your gums with a cotton wool roll or 
swab. Finally we might ask if we can take some blood. You can say no if you are not happy 
with this. 
 
Will joining in help me? 
We cannot promise the study will help you but the information we get might help treat others 
with various diseases and conditions in the future.  
 
Is there anything to be worried about if I take part? 
No, there are no added risks to the treatment or investigation that you are having for your 
condition.  
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What if there is a problem or something goes wrong? 
If there is a problem and you wish to complain, or have any worries about this study then you 
can talk to a parent or guardian, your dentist, or people that work in our hospital, who will 
help you with any problems you have.  
 
 
Will anyone else know I am taking part in this study? 
We will keep your information in confidence.  This means we will only tell those who have a 
need or right to know.  We will only send out information that has your name and address 
removed.  
 
 
What will happen to the results of the study? 
The results of our research will add to our overall understanding of dental and human disease 
and the normal functioning of the human body.  This information may help design new ways to 
diagnose or treat diseases and other conditions in the future.  You will be able to read about our 

studies on the internet https://www.ucl.ac.uk/eastman/research/departments/clinical-

research/biobank . 

 
Please ask any questions if you need to. 
If you have any questions that the person who looks after you cannot answer, you can email us 
on eastmanbiobank@ucl.ac.uk, we will try to answer your question or will arrange for you to 
speak to Dr. Yuan-Ling Ng (Telephone number:020 3456 1233).  
 
 
 
 

Thank you very much for reading this information. 
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