George and Harry’s Italian Adventure:

[image: C:\Users\Harry\Pictures\Samsung S2 Photos\20140819_170127.jpg]After arriving on a blistering hot day on the Bay of Naples and bunkering down in Salerno for the first leg of our journey, we decided to begin our trip with a visit to that dream location of any enthusiast of Ancient Rome: Pompeii. It had been an ambition of mine to go there ever since I started to learn Latin with Caecilius and his companions from the Cambridge Latin Course, and the site did not disappoint. Getting there early, we managed to avoid a lot of the crowds and first saw the amphitheatre and palaestra before descending into the heart of the city. Every street was littered with intrigue and at first I wanted to enter every single house but realised that if I did so we would have been there for weeks! 
The starring attractions for me were the Villa of Mysteries with its gloriously preserved frescos and the House of the Faun, the biggest and most expensive residence in Pompeii. Having said that, the most important experience that I took away from visiting the site was in gaining a feel for how the ordinary citizens might have possibly lived, amidst the ostentatious luxury of the elite and the relentless heat of the sun. 
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Below: The Villa of Mysteries
)  
[image: C:\Users\Harry\Pictures\Samsung S2 Photos\20140820_115629.jpg]Leaving Vesuvius behind, we headed for Rome, being lucky enough to stay in a hotel relatively near to the Coliseum. Being inside made me realise how much of a cauldron the arena must have been, how the roar of the crowd eager for blood must have been absolutely electric. 





One interesting feature of the Coliseum which caught my attention and something that did not cross my mind before I went was its use and re-appropriation for Christian purposes. For example, I learnt that Pope Benedict XIV protected the site from being used as a quarry and instead designated it as holy ground where Christians were thought (albeit erroneously) to have been slain. This engagement by later societies with classical architecture and art was a constant feature of our trip, one of the most obvious examples of which was the outstanding Pantheon, which is still, [image: F:\SAM_1296.JPG]astonishingly, the largest unreinforced concrete dome in the world.

Seeing the Roman Forum for the first time was another special experience, given that so many of the texts I have read refer to places there such as the Rostra and Curia. All the sites seemed to be packed onto one another, creating a certain element of chaos in the Forum which lends it its charm. 
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Above: The 
grand 
Piazza 
Navona
, a stone’s throw from the Pantheon and one of our favourite places to eat, drink coffee and hang out.
)[image: C:\Users\Harry\Pictures\Samsung S2 Photos\20140823_125114.jpg]Other highlights in Rome included the beautiful Piazza Navona which holds a fountain by Bernini denoting four of the major world rivers from each of the continents; the Nile, the Ganges, the Danube and Rio de la Plata. In addition, I was awed by Il Vittoriano, a great marble monument near the Coliseum dedicated to the first king of the unified Italy, Victor Emmanuel II. I also have to give a mention to the food; I was surprised by how easy it was to eat very well but also very cheaply, assuming one knew the right places. 
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O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo
?:
  
A r
omantic trip to “Juliet’s House”
)We visited Verona on the last leg of our journey and not knowing much about the city, we didn’t really know what to expect. However, we were pleasantly surprised by the beauty of the town; its quaint streets, charming restaurants and beautiful churches. The amphitheatre was the main Roman site we knew about, and having mistakenly made our way to the other side of town for the Roman Theatre instead, which we mistook it for, we headed there. On the day we went there was an opera on at night, and although we were not able to go, we could imagine how amazing it would have been to see a performance in such a grand arena (perhaps on the wish list for next time?). 
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And so our trip was complete. As you can probably guess, we really enjoyed every second we spent in Italy. First and foremost, I would like to thank the family of Stephen Instone and the Department of Greek and Latin for their generous grant without which our trip would not have been possible. It is a great fund and I hope that many more students in the future will be able to enjoy the same fantastic opportunity we had.
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