GREEK TRIP HIGHLIGHTS
I began my trip on the island of Kos, home to the great ancient physician, Hippocrates.  Staying in Kos Town there were many ruins to visit – both classical and medieval, but the attraction that most stood out for me was Hippocrates’ tree – the actual same tree, thousands of years old, that Hippocrates is supposed to have taught under.  It amazed me to be in the presence of a living thing that heard Hippocrates teach all those years ago.  
Another interesting memory from the time spent staying in Kos, involved a boat trip to Turkey, on the return voyage of which we were caught in a sudden storm which delayed our getting back by some time.  I could not help but feel I was somewhat reliving (albeit on a significantly smaller scale) Odysseus’ journey back from Turkey (Troy) to his home Greek island, where he was caught by many storms and delayed in his getting back.  
The second and major part of my trip, I based myself in Athens.  As this was my first time in Athens, I was incredibly excited.  I spent a great deal of time just walking around the city, stumbling across ruin after ruin.  To be walking in the footsteps of so many great legends of ancient history was an immense thing for me.  I was utterly in awe of the Parthenon and ended up visiting the museum twice.  However, the most epic moment of my time in the city, came after a fair bit of searching, when I found the exact cell where it is thought that Socrates died.  As I was studying Plato’s Apology of Socrates next term, I took this opportunity to read some of the translation at this spot whilst eating a feta cheese orientated picnic.  
With Athens as my base, I (almost completely successfully) took buses out to some sites that I thought to be most relevant to what I have studied:  Delphi, Mycenae, and Corinth.  I did attempt to also visit Epidaurus – which was the destination of the pilgrimage taken by the characters in the Greek language text books used for UCL’s beginner and intermediate Greek courses.  However I got utterly lost and ended up at the beach instead (genuine mistake!).  
I did make a successful pilgrimage to Delphi, which I am sure was far more spectacular that Epidaurus would have been.  Looking down to the valley below and imagining the incredible journey visitors would have had to have made to reach Delphi, really made me appreciate what a big deal going there must have been.  Furthermore to visit the site of the oracle, which plays such an important part in history was amazing.  The “town” made up of all the treasuries and shrines was quite something to behold, and vastly different to any other ruins I have seen.  The amount that has survived numerous earthquakes is wondrous in itself!  Looking down from the top with all the ruins and the spectacular view in the background was definitely a highlight of my whole trip.  
Another great height I ascended to was that of Acro-Corinth.  Having studied Paul’s Epistles to the Corinthians for my year abroad dissertation, visiting Corinth was a must and I was extremely interested to actually be in the site where Paul was discussing.  The ancient site was fascinating, however, I also thoroughly enjoyed exploring the fortress on top of the great monolithic rock that overlooks the ancient city.  Being quite a trek up, I had the area much to myself, which gave it quite a sense of adventure.  
And last but certainly not least, Mycenae – the kingdom of Agamemnon (something which I could not hold back my excitement concerning).  Walking through the pre-historic streets, I was filled with a great sense of fulfilment and a strong reminder of the poem (The Iliad) which first drew me to Classics.  
The entire trip was one of much excitement for me – to walk the streets that I have read so much about and put everything in to real, solid, context was a fantastic feeling, and something that should definitely be experienced by every Classicist.  Before I had even left I was already thinking about my next trip back!
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