
Analyses of children who turned two in 2018/2019 using Looked After child and 
‘safeguarding vulnerability’ codes in a small ‘research-ready’ subset of the 

Community Services Dataset 2018/2019.

Vulnerable children were just as likely to 
‘miss’ a 2–2½ year review as other children. 

Looked After children were much more 
likely to ‘miss’ their 2–2½ year review 
than other children but were just as 
likely to see a member of the health 
visiting team for any reason. 

What is already known  
Local Authorities do not systematically ensure their 
vulnerable children have a 2–2½ year review (1).

Vulnerable children 2018/2019

What this study adds  
A sizeable minority (up to a third) of vulnerable 
children might not see a member of the health 
visiting team at all for any reason over a year. 
However, the large majority of vulnerable children 
might be receiving intensive health visiting 
services, at least in some areas of England.

2018 – 2019
THE 2–2½ YEAR HEALTH VISITING REVIEW 

AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN

1 2 3We likely underestimated children with a 2–2½ year review but estimates of other face-to-face 
contacts are more robust. We only used information recorded in CSDS, which will miss many 
vulnerable children. We cannot confidently generalize from our small sample to all of England.

(1): Office of the Children’s Commissioner, Best Beginnings: A proposal for a new early years guarantee to 
give all children in England the best start in life Children’s Commissioner for England, Editor. 2020: London.

Please cite as: Caroline Fraser, Katie Harron, Jane Barlow, Samantha Bennett, Geoffrey Woods, Jenny Shand, Jenny Woodman. 
INFOGRAPHIC: The 2-2½ year health visiting review and vulnerable children. 
Full report available at: www.ucl.ac.uk/children-policy-research/projects/how-can-we-use-community-services-dataset-csds-research-health-visiting

This study is funded by the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Policy Research Programme. 
The views expressed are those of the author(s) and not necessarily those of the NIHR or the Department of Health and Social Care.
Data Source: Community Services Dataset (CSDS), NHS Digital Copyright © 2020, Re-used with the permission of the NHS Digital. All rights reserved. 

Experimental Statistics: Statistics based upon the CSDS are classified as experimental and should be used with caution. Experimental Statistics are official statistics which are published in order to involve 
users and stakeholders in their development and as a means to build in quality at an early stage. It is important that users understand that limitations may apply to the interpretation of this data.
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