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  PROGRAMME 
1.00pm     Welcome:  Dr. Torsten Baldeweg  
                   Reader in Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience, UCL 
Chair         Dr Frances Rice Reader, UCL Division of Psychology and Language Sciences 

1.10pm 
 
 

Professor Eric Taylor  
Emeritus Professor of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Institute of Psychiatry, 
King’s College London 

‘Is there a deficit in attention deficit disorder?’  
1.50pm Professor Barbara Sahakian   

Professor of Clinical Neuropsychology, Department of Psychiatry, University of 
Cambridge School of Clinical Medicine 

‘Cognition, emotion and cognitive enhancement’   
2.30pm Professor Declan Murphy   

Professor of Psychiatry and Brain Maturation & Head of Department of Forensic 
and Neurodevelopmental Sciences, Institute of Psychiatry, King’s College London 

‘The ‘New Biology of Autism’ – so what?’  
3.10pm Tea/Coffee Break 

Chair Professor Kate Jeffery  Director of the Institute of Behavioural Neuroscience, UCL 

3.40pm 
 

Professor Stephen Jackson   
Professor of Cognitive Neuroscience, School of Psychology, University of 
Nottingham.  

‘Current perspectives on Tourette syndrome’  
4.20pm  Professor Sir Robin Murray   

Professor of Psychiatric Research, Dept of Psychosis Studies, Institute of 
Psychiatry, King’s College London 

‘Is schizophrenia really a neurodevlopmental disorder?’  
5pm  
 

Final remarks and close  

WORKSHOP BACKGROUND  
Paediatric mental health is a major priority area for neuroscience research. About 10% of children and adolescents 

suffer from a mental health disorder which impacts on their everyday life. In addition, major mental health disorders 

of adulthood have their roots in development. Recent advances in developmental cognitive and behavioural 

neuroscience have the potential to lead to better understanding, prevention and treatment of those disorders. We 

have invited leading researches to present the latest developments in the field. For further information see also: 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/mental-health/research-themes/childmentalhealth.php 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/mental-health/research-themes/childmentalhealth.php


WORKSHOP SPEAKERS’ BIOGRAPHIES 
 

Eric Taylor is Emeritus Professor of child and adolescent psychiatry at King’s College London 

Institute of Psychiatry; and an honorary consultant at 'The Maudsley'.  His special interests have 

been in the causes, course and treatment of ADHD, and the research has included longitudinal 

epidemiology, nosological distinctions within the ADHD spectrum, neuropsychology and 

neuroimaging, molecular genetics and treatment trials. He chaired the NICE guidelines 

development group for ADHD; and is also a Trustee of the National Academy of Parenting 

Practitioners and a Non-Executive Director of the South London and Maudsley NHS Foundation 

Trust. His research won the Ruane Prize from NARSAD for severe child psychopathologies and he is a Fellow of the 

Academy of Medical Sciences. Publications include more than 200 empirical scientific papers, many chapters and 

editorials, and several books. 

Barbara Sahakian is Professor of Clinical Neuropsychology at the University of Cambridge. She 

has an international reputation in the fields of cognitive psychopharmacology, neuroethics, 

neuropsychology, neuropsychiatry and neuroimaging. She is co-inventor of the CANTAB 

computerised neuropsychological tests, which are in use world-wide. Her research is aimed at 

understanding the neural basis of the cognitive, emotional and behavioural dysfunction resulting 

from brain injury or neuropsychiatric disorder in order to develop more effective pharmacological 

and psychological treatments. Her current study participants include both healthy volunteers and patient groups 

with brain injury, Alzheimer's disease, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), obsessive compulsive 

disorder, substance abuse, depression and mania. 

 

Declan Murphy’s main research interest is in the biological determinants of brain development 

and ageing; and how abnormalities in this process lead to neuropsychiatric disorders. He 

undertook his clinical training at the Maudsley Hospital. His research training was firstly at the 

Institute of psychiatry (IOP); and then at the National Institute on Aging (National Institutes of 

Health, USA). He is currently; 1) head of the department of forensic and neurodevelopmental 

sciences; 2) lead investigator on the MRC funded UK multicentre neuroimaging network for 

research in autism 3) lead investigator on a new Department of Health (UK) clinical research program for ADHD and 

autism; 4) R+D lead National Services in the South London and Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust; and 5) the clinical 

director for adult services for autism spectrum disorders and ADHD at the South London and Maudsley NHS Trust. 

 
Stephen Jackson is Professor of Cognitive Neuroscience within the School of Psychology at the 

University of Nottingham and is also a WCU ‘Distinguished Overseas Professor’ within the 

Department of Brain and Cognitive Engineering at Korea University. Prior to this, Stephen was a 

Senior Lecturer in Neuropsychology at the University of Wales, Bangor and an MRC Research 

Fellow at the University of Oregon, USA. He obtained his PhD in Experimental Psychology at the 

University of Cambridge. Stephen has broad research interests within the domain of human 

sensorimotor function in health and disease. Current areas of research include: Disorders of movement planning and 

execution; Mechanisms of body representation; Neurodevelopmental disorders of sensorimotor function. 

 

Robin Murray started in psychiatry at the Maudsley Hospital, and has remained there ever since 

apart from one year at the National Institute of Mental Health in the USA. He has been Dean of the 

Institute of Psychiatry, and Professor of Psychiatry there, but now focuses on research into 

schizophrenia. In 1987 he was among the first to suggest that schizophrenia might in part be a 

neurodevelopmental disorder. Most recently they have demonstrated that prolonged heavy abuse 

of cannabis can contribute to the onset of psychosis and are researching why some people are 

especially vulnerable to this commonly used drug. He has written numerous papers and books and has been 

President of the European Association of Psychiatrists. He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 2010. 


