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Allie Collins 
Editor, Bloomsbury Business 

 

Allie graduated from King’s College London in 2003 with a BA in English Language & Literature. 

She began her career at Piatkus Books, initially as a receptionist before progressing to Editorial 

Assistant and Assistant Editor. She then spent six years at John Blake Publishing, working her 

way up from Editor to Editorial Director, working on a range of non-fiction books including 

several bestselling celebrity biographies and autobiographies.  

  

From 2014 until 2018, Allie worked as a freelance editor, with clients including DK, Elwin Street, 

Hachette Children’s and Little, Brown. In 2018 she moved back in-house to take up a maternity 

cover contract in the Sport & Wellbeing department at Bloomsbury, and is now Editor on the 

Bloomsbury Business list. 

 

 

Ben Doyle 
Publisher (Literary Studies), Bloomsbury Academic 

 

Ben graduated from Lancaster University in 2007 with an MA in Contemporary Literary Studies. 

His first job out of university was at Palgrave Macmillan as Editorial Assistant on the Literature 

and Theatre Studies list. Ben stayed at Palgrave for nearly ten years, becoming Publisher and 

Subject Head for Literary Studies in 2016. He moved to Emerald Publishing in 2018 to set up a 

new Humanities list and joined Bloomsbury Academic in 2019 as Publisher for Literary Studies. 

 

 

Hannah Schofield 
Junior Agent, LBA Literary Agency 

 

Hannah is the junior agent at LBA literary agency, working closely with Luigi Bonomi and 

Amanda Preston on their lists. Hannah grew up in Luxembourg, moved to the UK to study 

English at Oxford and then did her MA at King’s College London. Her first job in publishing was 

interning for The Bent Agency in 2016, and she has since worked at three publishing houses 

(Bonnier, Scholastic, and Vintage, PRH) in the editorial, rights, and marketing teams. More 

recently, Hannah undertook a traineeship at Daniela Schlingmann Literary Scouting, before 

landing at LBA last year.  

 



Lara Diskus 
International Publishing and Licensing Executive, Dorling Kindersley (Penguin Random House) 
 
Lara graduated from UCL with an MA in Modern European Studies, prior to which she 
completed a BA in German and Russian at Queen Mary, University of London. She worked as 
Sales and Operations Officer in the travel sector during her postgraduate studies, and made the 
most of this experience to transition into the publishing industry shortly after graduating.  
 
Lara started working at Dorling Kindersley in 2017 as International Publishing and Licensing 

Assistant for the French team, where she oversaw the production and delivery of more than 100 

titles per year. In 2019, she was promoted to International Publishing and Licensing Executive, 

and currently sells co-edition rights to publishers in France and French Canada. She also 

represents her department in a company-wide initiative aiming at championing Diversity and 

Inclusion in publishing. 

 

 

Nick Coveney  
Publisher Relations & Content Lead, U.K., Ireland, Nordics and ANZ, Rakuten Kobo 

  

Nick has more than ten years’ experience in the publishing industry, working as both an Editor 

and a Digital product specialist, with bestselling authors and leading brands to bring their content 

to life. 

  

In 2018 he was listed in the FutureBook40 as one of the top forty innovators in the publishing 

industry and has worked a number of leading publishers such as Bonnier Publishing, Hachette 

UK and most recently at Harper Collins UK as Digital Innovation Director. He now looks after all 

Publishers, Kobo Writing Life and content media partnerships across a number of key territories 

for world leading e-commerce platform Rakuten Kobo. 

  

Nick is also co-chair of the Pride in Publishing network, which aims to support LGBTQ+ 

members of the book trade and increase the inclusivity and diversity of the industry. 


