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C. is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at a university in Munich, Germany where he conducts biochemical 

and biophysical research. C. also co-supervises PhD and Master’s students. C. has been motivated to 

become an independent academic scientist, for which PhD expertise is essential and necessary for career 

development. 

C. explains that he has continued down a logical career path following the completion of his PhD. 

Everything he learned during the course of his graduate research studying the ATPase Kinetics of DNA 

Helicases has been ‘directly beneficial’ to his current role. C.’s PhD also developed the transferable skills 

he uses in his current role, such as project management, people management, collaborative working and 

planning.  

While completing his PhD, C. took part in Graduate School training offered through the National Institute for 

Medical Research in presentation skills, writing skills and time management. C. highlights that ‘[these] 

courses provide new ways to approach problems and solve them more quickly. These methods would not 

always come to mind without guidance.’  

C. secured his position by applying to advertisements in industry and sector specific publications as well as 

connecting with personal contacts on potential opportunities.  C. advises current PhDs about to enter the 

academic job market to ‘Always try to plan ahead and should that fail, then take time out to make the plan. 

This is particularly important for finding a job. Choosing the job carefully takes time and the more careful 

the choice the better the outcome.’ 

Reflecting on his own PhD, C. feels it requires ‘a lot of work and dedication.’ Given these circumstances, it 

is important to really think about whether you really want to pursue it. Explaining, ‘For some careers, a PhD 

may not be required, but it will always provide you with better ways of thinking and viewing problems. This 

will be helpful in numerous careers which may not be related to your study.’ 
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