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 Research Associate  
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K. has worked at UCL since completing her PhD, where she has progressed from a Research Associate to 

a Lecturer. K. has been motivated to seek interesting roles that provide stability and give her the 

opportunity to expand on her PhD study, which specialised in the academic underperformance of medical 

students from ethnic minorities. K finds her PhD expertise is essential to her role and her career 

development, has developed transferable skills and gives her credibility with stakeholders. K has been able 

to find employment in her field through personal contacts and did not face any challenges when entering 

employment after completing her PhD.  

As a Lecturer, K. applies many transferable skills which she developed through her PhD including writing, 

analysing complex information, meeting deadlines, working with others and managing projects.  

When completing her PhD, K. had a positive experience taking part in Careers Service activities including 

one to one career discussions with a Careers Adviser, mock interview practice and Career Adviser led skills 

training. She notes she was offered a Lecturer position at another research university based in London in 

part due to the support of the Careers Service, although she did not in the end accept the offer.  

K. also took advantage of Graduate Studies such as academic writing and publishing and found these 

‘fairly useful’. Of particular importance to K. was a PhD away week where she was able to develop 

leadership skills.  
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Based on her own experience, K. advises PhD students applying for positions in the academic field to, ‘Talk 

to as many people as you can [and] make sure it is a job you are interested in. Academia is not the only 

option.’ Reflecting on her own career to date, K. has the following bit of advice to those considering doing a 

PhD: ‘Only do it if you think you will be really interested in it, or if you are certain that the job you want 

requires a PhD.’ 
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