
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A. PhD Anthropology, 2010 

Faculty: 

 Social & Historical Sciences  

Current role:  

 Lecturer  

Previous role:  

 Market & Social Researcher  

Sector:  

 Higher Education 

 Social & Market Research 

Prior to becoming a Lecturer in the Cultural Anthropology Department of a Polish university, A. held several 

freelance market and social research positions.  A.’s PhD focussed on conflicting ways of dealing with the 

communist past in a Polish town, and her career since completing her PhD has been motivated by the 

desire to continue to work on anthropological research projects. Anthropology is a field A. enjoys and that 

she feels is fostered in academic environments.  

While A.’s PhD was of no particular advantage in securing her academic position, her PhD expertise is 

essential to her work now, and the bulk of what she publishes is based on her PhD research. A. explains 

her PhD also gives her credibility with stakeholders and will support career progression.  

A. has not been required to obtain any essential additional qualifications in order to work in academia, but 

she explains that by working in an academic post there ‘is a constant development and a pressure for 

getting more and more qualified.’  

A.’s role requires transferable skills in the analysis of complex information, meeting deadlines, managing 

projects, solving technical problems and working collaboratively. A.’s feels her PhD contributed to her skills 

in project management, since she dealt with financing her research from various sources, and also had to 

do a lot of planning and problem solving especially when completing her field work.  
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A. found that while there was competition for jobs when she finished her PhD, her qualification was seen as 

an asset by employers. A. did not access any support from Careers Services, but she did complete a 

Graduate School training course in oral history. Although the training was quite short, A. explains that she 

gained some essential basic knowledge which further developed independently.  

Reflecting on her own career and desire to stay in her field, A. recommends those considering a PhD 

should do it if they wish to stay in academia.  
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