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Dear Mrs Kennett 
 
Thank you for your email about Meet the Izzards. I discussed your complaint with the 
programme–makers and would like to address the concerns you raise. 
 
Meet The Izzards was an entertaining documentary series for BBC One, which introduced its 
audience to what genetics can reveal about our ancient journeys out of Africa and across 
the globe. This was a personal journey, a travelogue, authored by the presenter and based 
on the accepted and published science on the nature of modern human migration. 
 
The series and all BBC support information make no reference to Britain’s DNA. Each 
episode refers solely to Dr Jim Wilson’s academic role at Edinburgh University, and 
therefore your complaint about 'product placement' is not relevant.  
 
In the research and preparation for the series, the producers met dozens of academic 
experts from the Genographic Centre in Washington DC to the Cambridge Sanger Institute 
all of whom acknowledged Dr Wilson’s academic credibility, so there is no sense that this is 
a 'biased opinion of a single geneticist'. The science elements of the series are supported by 
mainstream published views - as seen in the Sanger Institute website: 
http://www.sanger.ac.uk/about/press/features/genomic-archaeology.html 
 
as you know, DNA genetics is a fresh and evolving science that has new revelations almost 
monthly. The exciting news about the Y-chromosome you refer to is an illustration of this, 
but the information emerged months after the shooting of the series and just weeks before 
transmission and could therefore not be included in the programme. 
 
In relation to Eddie Izzard’s tweets, he had thousands of tweets from his 2.7 million 
followers who wanted to discover more about their DNA ancestry after seeing the 
programmes. It was Eddie’s personal choice to offer up suggestions. There is no question of 
any influence on the BBC about the production or scheduling of the programme.  
 
The spirit of the series was to reflect the complex, yet exciting information that DNA can tell 
us about our human ancestry and history. This was a popular programme, not an academic 
thesis, but accuracy was strived for throughout both episodes with appropriate scientific 
rigour, based on considered expert academic advice. 
 
I hope this outlines our approach to this film and reassures you that in attempting to 
translate some of the complexities of genetics for a BBC One audience we consulted a range 
of academic opinion – the result being an authored, personalised film from actor and 
comedian, Eddie Izzard. 
 
Best wishes, 
Paul Kettle 
BBC Audience Services 
 
NB. Please note that this has been sent from an outgoing only account which is not monitored. You cannot reply to this 
email address but if necessary please contact us via our webform on the BBC Complaints website 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/complaints  
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