
 

 

Appointment 
This appointment is available on a part time basis 
(0.5FTE) for 6 months in the first instance. 

Reports to 
Prof Richard Sennett 

Main purpose of the job 
Richard Sennett is looking for a 1/2 time research 
assistant.  The assistant should have a background in 
the humanities, particularly in cultural studies and/or in 
architecture.  The post focuses on two activities: library 
and picture research for Mr. Sennett's project on urban 
culture: work with Mr Sennett and other members of IIPP 
in reaching out to the design community at the Bartlett 

Richard Sennett is honorary professor at IIPP and 
serves as Senior Advisor to the United Nations on the 
Council on Urban Initiatives. He is Senior Fellow at the 
Center on Capitalism and Society at Columbia 
University, Visiting Professor of Urban Studies at MIT 
and Chair for Theatrum Mundi. Over the course of the 
last five decades, he has written about social life in 
cities, changes in labour, and social theory. His books 
include The Hidden Injuries of Class, The Fall of Public 
Man, The Corrosion of Character, The Culture of the 
New Capitalism, The Craftsman, and Building and 
Dwelling. Among other awards, he has received the 
Hegel Prize, the Spinoza Prize, an honorary doctorate 
from Cambridge University, and the Centennial Medal 
from Harvard University. 

 
Context 
UCL is one of the UK’s premier universities and is 
consistently ranked in the world’s top 10. It was the top-
rated university in the UK for research strength in the 
new Research Excellence Framework 2014. It is a  

 

world-class research and teaching institution based in 
London whose staff and former students have included 
32 Nobel Prize winners.  

Today, UCL is an inspiring university in which to work 
and study and it continues to thrive on the diversity and 
creativity of its community. UCL is constitutionally a 
college within the federal University of London but with 
an annual turnover exceeding £600 million, it is in 
practice a university in its own right, financially and 
managerially independent of the University of London. 
The Institute forms part of The Bartlett Faculty of the 
Built Environment that ranks number one for 
Architecture and The Built Environment in the QS World 
Ranking 

 

Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose 

Context 
 
The Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose (IIPP) is 
a department within UCL and part of The Bartlett faculty, 
known internationally for its radical thinking about space, 
design and sustainability. 
 
The work of the UCL Institute for Innovation and Public 
Purpose (IIPP) is influencing global policy decisions and 
creating new policy collaborations to deliver public 
value-driven innovations. 
 
The mission of IIPP is to change how public value is 
imagined, practiced and evaluated to tackle societal 
challenges—and, by doing this, deliver economic growth 
that is innovation-led, sustainable and inclusive. 
 
IIPP rethinks the state. We challenge people to imagine 
a new role for the public sector as an ambitious and 
entrepreneurial partner with the private sector. Public 
organisations should not only fix markets, but actively 
co-create and shape markets. Markets can be shaped 

 

Job Description 

 

Research Assistant for Richard Sennett 
 
Department: Institute for Innovation and 
Public Purpose (IIPP) 

Grade 6 spinal point 21  £15.32 per 
hour including London Allowance  

 

Location: Remote, online  

LONDON’S GLOBAL UNIVERSITY  

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bartlett/
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by purposeful policy. Markets can be designed to deliver 
public value. We help global policy makers discover 
better solutions to complex problems — in areas like 
industrial strategy, innovation policy, economic 
development, and institutional design. 
 

• Steered the UK’s industrial strategy to be more 
mission-oriented 

• Pioneered the use of missions to 
reframe innovation policy in Europe 

• Helped set up and implement a new 
development bank in Scotland 

• Worked closely with the UN to create an 
innovation road-mapping for the Sustainable 
Development Goals 

• Worked with the OECD to create a toolkit to 
deliver public value 

• Published the People’s Prescription: a 
pathbreaking report to fix a broken health 
innovation system through public purpose. 

 
Our learning is based on working with public 
organisations across the world in our Mission-Oriented 
Innovation Network (MOIN). 
 
Through our research, IIPP aims to help create new 
economic thinking and practical tools for the public 
sector in order to co-create and co-shape markets 
through public purpose-led missions. With this mission 
at its core, IIPP's research tackles the complex 
relationships between economic, technological and 
social changes, covering four pillars of inquiry: 
 
Rethinking value challenges existing theories of value, 
to create a new framework to understand how value can 
be created and shared. 
 
Shaping innovation considers how to steer scientific 
and technological advances to tackle societal challenges 
 
Transforming institutions examines how we can 
create public purpose-driven institutions. 
 
Directing finance looks at developing patient, strategic 
finance mechanisms for sustainable, investment-led 
growth. 
 
We use these pillars to tackle challenges in areas such 
as health innovation, green economy, space economy, 
digital transformation, data and artificial intelligence. 
 
Cutting across these pillars are the key IIPP themes of: 
 
Co-shaping and co-creating 
Markets can be shaped by purposeful policy making and 
by new collaborations between the state, business and 
civil society. 
 
Missions and public purpose 
Mission-oriented policy focuses on problem-specific 
societal challenges, which many different sectors 
interact to solve. 
 
Capabilities and governance 

We need to build capacity within the public sector to 
adapt to new ways of working to direct innovation. 
 
New economic thinking 
It has become clear that standard economic thinking is 
not fit to tackle the societal challenges facing the world. 
New theoretical and empirical approaches are needed to 
support better policy-making. 
 
IIPP is founded and directed by Mariana Mazzucato, 
who holds the Chair in the Economics of Innovation and 
Public Value. Our team brings together an 
interdisciplinary group of cutting edge academics and 
practitioners with global experience. 
 
 

Duties and responsibilities 

The below lists illustrates the characteristics of tasks 
aligned with the above projects – each project has 
different needs, and we will discuss with you when 
applying which tasks relate to the projects that are of 
interest to you. 

• Collating research and references 

• Providing feedback 

• Organising meetings and seminars in IIPP and the 
Bartlett 

• Representing IIPP a wider academic context, such 
as in workshops, meetings and conferences 
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Person Specification 
Criteria Essential or 

Desirable 
Assessment method 

(Application/Interview) 

Qualifications, experience and knowledge   

Enrolled on PhD programme in a relevant discipline Essential CV 

Experience in qualitative or quantitative research (academic or 
commercial) 

Essential CV 

Experience in stakeholder engagement and management Essential CV 

Experience in project management and delivery Essential CV 

Understanding of issues relating to climate change, green 
transition/s, ‘just’ transition/s, particularly in a European context 

Essential CV 

Skills and abilities   

Conduct high quality qualitative and quantitative research Essential CV 

Evidence-based policy analysis Essential CV 

Excellent communications skills to an academic and non-academic 
practitioner audience 

Essential CV 

Excellent network-developing skills Essential CV 

Work harmoniously with colleagues and students of all cultures and 
backgrounds 

Essential CV 

Personal attributes   

Commitment to high quality academic research Essential CV 

Proactive and flexible Essential CV 

Commitment to knowledge transfer and making a difference to 
sustainable resources via research and education 

Essential CV 

Commitment to high quality teaching and fostering a positive 
learning environment for students 

Essential CV 

Commitment to UCL’s policy for equal opportunity Essential CV 

Next steps 

If you are interested in this positions please send a CV and covering letter to Tania Alcantarilla 
(t.alcantarilla@ucl.ac.uk)  


