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“The term ‘townscape’ refers very broadly 

to the overall character and composition 

of a town (or other aspects of the built 

environment). It can include the range 

and quality of buildings in an area, the 

relationships between those buildings 

and the different types of space between 

and around them, and reflects the 

relationship between people and place.” 

(Designingbuildings.co.uk)

Solomon (1966) argues that “the 

recognition of building styles and their 

relation to historical periods is the key to 

townscape analysis”. 

1.  What do we mean by Townscape Analysis?

Therefore, we can refer to the Townscape 

analysis as a collection of analysis and 

mapping tools that graphically address 

the character, composition, and constrains 

of a specific area, whether is a city or a 

segment of a neighbourhood.  

There are several types of maps that 

Townscape analysis includes, among the 

others, some are: 

• Historical development

• Massing & Building heights

• Green & Open Spaces

• Access and movement map

• Building Character

• Conservation & Heritage

• Massing & Building heights

• Frontages map

• Public realm

• Wayfinding map

• Entrances

• etc.



5Introduction     B S P  G R A P H I C  S K I L L S  P O RTA L    |

1.  HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT  MAP

A sequence of historic maps define the 

development of the area over time up until 

today. In this map is helpful to highlight 

any listed buildings or historic remains. 



6 B S P  G R A P H I C  S K I L L S  P O RTA L      Introduction|

2. BUILDING HEIGHTS

The building height defines three spatial 

concepts which have an impact on the 

public spaces and place-making.

1. Enclosure – how the public space is 

defined

2. Identity – how the skyline of the area, 

as well as the landmarks, effect the whole 

perception of the place

3. Micro-climate – the degree of impact 

on the space as a result of its orientation, 

light, wind, etc.

8 Nine Elms Placemaking Framework Baseline Analysis

Figure 2.1.5 Building heights – NTS

The building height defines three spatial concepts which 

have an impact on the public spaces and place-making.

1. Enclosure – how the public space is defined

2. Identity – how the skyline of the area, as well as the 

landmarks, effect the whole perception of the place

3. Microclimate – the degree of impact on the space as 

a result of its orientation, light, wind, etc.

Q: How the future buildings affect the quality of the 

spaces they define?
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3. GREEN AND AMENITIES SPACES MAP

Green and amenities spaces define the 

relationship between the built form 

and the open space. Moreover, it gives 

information about the social ties and 

infrastructure of the area.

13Nine Elms Placemaking Framework Baseline Analysis

Figure 2.1.8 Open spaces – NTS

The railway has limited the expansion of the small-scale 

development of the area, reducing the opportunity for 

community spaces. Amenity spaces are present within 

the site but these spaces are either inaccessible or only 

partially accessible to local communities. 

Q: How can the framework rprovide a balanced amount 

of amenity  spaces that is accessible and cater for all?

Allotment

Institutional grounds

Amenity - Residential or Business

Playing fields & sports facilities

Play space

Public parks

Religious grounds

School grounds

BATTERSEA 
POWER STATION 

Q
ueenstow

n Road NEW COVENT 
GARDEN MARKET 

OVAL

VAUXHALL 
STATION 

US EMBASSY
VAUXHALL 
PARK

BATTERSEA 
PARK

Harleyford Road

Nine Elms L
ane 

W
an

ds
w

or
th

 R
oa

d

Bat
te

rse
a 

Pa
rk

 R
oa

d

Thessaly RoadSteward's Road

Open spaces analysis of the Vauxhall and 

Battersea area, London. 

Nine Elms Placemaking Framework by 

AR Urbanism 



8 B S P  G R A P H I C  S K I L L S  P O RTA L      Introduction|

4. ACCESS & MOVEMENT MAP

Existing networks can include both 

vehicular roads and pedestrian/cycle 

roads. Generally the analysis highlights  

crossing points on the major roads, level 

of permeability and physical barriers.

25Nine Elms Placemaking Framework Baseline Analysis

The current street network 

highlights the historic lack of 

permeability of Nine Elms.  

While connectivity will improve 

dramatically, infrastructure 

will inevitably continue to pose 

constraints and put pressure on 

some connections.

Q:  How can placemaking 

contribute to enhance critical links 

within the area and to the wider 

area?

Current pedestrian activity is 

observed around the existing 

and new housing developments. 

Generally the area lacks crossing 

points on the major roads, while the 

railways and New Covent Garden 

Market continue to be the main 

physical barriers. 

Q:  How can we improve pedestrian 

routes? Are the routes contributing 

to the activation of the network of 

public spaces?  

Figure 2.3.1 Existing Road network –NTS
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Figure 2.3.2 Existing Pedestrian network –NTS
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Figure 2.3.3 Cycle Network

Map of the public transport 

available in the area.  Train and 

tube stations connect the area with 

the wider London, while internally 

buses offer routes either to the 

stations or to the housing estates. 

Q:  Is public transport infrastructure 

and its settings supporting 

the identity of Nine Elms and 

contributing to its character and 

the livelihood of  surrounding 

neighbourhoods? Is it physically and 

visually accessible?

Figure 2.3.4 Public transport

Transport stations

Bus stop

Road served by buses

This map outlines both existing and 

planned routes for the area. Future 

main route north of the railway is 

through Nine Elms Lane, while the 

most prominent routes currently lie 

outside VNEB. 

Q:  How can we maximise the 

potential for cycling throughout 

Nine Elms, including on local 

streets? How can we make it 

attractive to less confident cyclists? 

Are the routes and the infrastructure 

helping to activate spaces? 
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5. EXISTING BUILDING CHARACTER

Building typologies define the types of use 

and contribute to the specific character of 

a place. From the typology study, we can 

see how proximal public spaces relate to 

particular building uses to understand 

how this effects the spatial perception, 

accessibility and visual connection of 

these places.

17Nine Elms Placemaking Framework Baseline Analysis

Figure 2.1.11 Existing Building Characters – NTS

Building typologies define the types of use and 

contribute to the specific character of a place. From the 

typology study above, we can see how proximal public 

spaces relate to particular building uses to understand 

how this effects the spatial perception, accessibility and 

visual connection of these places. 

Q:  How will the new developments fit into this and 

affect local character? How will they relate to the 

existing building stock?
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2.  What are the types of analysis in urban design?

Beside Townscape Analysis,  there are 

several other analysis that can be used to 

explore a specific urban space. Some are: 

• Construction Sites analysis

• Access & Movement analysis  (Road 

network; Pedestrian routes; Cycle 

routes; Public transport, etc.)

• Uses & Inhabitation (Ground floor uses; 

Upper floor uses; Evening economy; 

etc.)

• Major Edges

• Major Elements/landscapes

Based on The Dimensions of Urban 

Design1 , urban design must be understood 

holistically as a joined-up activity combined 

by  six dimensions for the purpose of clarity 

in exposition and analysis of each specific 

project: 

• The morphological dimension

• The perceptual dimension

• The social dimension

• The visual dimension

• The functional dimension

• The temporal dimension 

1Carmona, M., (2010). Public Place, Urban Spaces. The 
dimensions or urban design. Routledge: London
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Each one of the six dimensions includes 

specific analysis: 

• The morphological dimension: Land 

uses, building structures (or built form 

analysis), plot pattern, and street 

pattern;

• The perceptual dimension: Sensory 

maps, such as sound, smell, fear, etc.;

• The social dimension: Community 

asset map, population composition, 

safety and security, etc.;

• The visual dimension: Permeability 

map, visual relationship map, etc.; 

• The functional dimension: Space 

syntax integration map, accessibility 

pattern, edge conditions, etc.; 

• The temporal dimension: Historical 

development, etc. Manzini Ceinar (2022). Figure-ground map of London identifying coworking spaces around the city centre.
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The Morphological dimension 

58

Land uses, building structures (or built 

form analysis), plot pattern, street 

pattern, etc.

Building heights of Paris, Copernicus

Land uses in Grays Town Centre, AR Urbanism 

TThhee  MMoorrpphhoollooggiiccaall  ddiimmeennssiioonn
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The Perceptual dimension 

59

Sensory maps, such as sound, smell, fear, etc.;

TThhee  PPeerrcceeppttuuaall  ddiimmeennssiioonn

Smell map of Edinburgh, Kate McLean
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The Social dimension 

60

Community asset map, population composition, 

safety and security, etc.;

TThhee  SSoocciiaall  ddiimmeennssiioonn

Public realm analysis, AR Urbanism
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The Visual dimension 

61

Permeability map, visual relationship map, etc.

TThhee  VViissuuaall  ddiimmeennssiioonn

Permeable spaces in Venice, Irene Manzini Ceinar
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The Functional dimension 

62

Space syntax integration map, accessibility pattern, 

edge conditions, etc.

TThhee  FFuunnccttiioonnaall  ddiimmeennssiioonn

Space Syntax analysis of London’s Trafalgar Square, Space Syntax Ltd.

Edge conditions, AR Urbanism
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63

Historical development, etc.

TThhee  TTeemmppoorraall  ddiimmeennssiioonn

Venice evolution, Irene Manzini Ceinar

The Temporal dimension 

3Nine Elms Placemaking Framework Baseline Analysis

1874 1898

1938 1975

Figure 2.1.1 Historic development – NTS

These historic maps define the development of the area 

over time up until today. The change in connectivity 

and scale shows how the urban grain experienced a 

considerable densification during the Industrial period, 

creating residential agglomerations along the southern 

boundaries. 

Q:   Some elements and patterns will not change. How 

can they be used to pay homage to the local history?

Manzini Ceinar (2018). The evolution of Venice, Italy

Development of Nine Elms-Vauxhall area, London
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3.  What is a Figure-ground map?

The figure-ground map (or diagram) 

is a tool for studying urban morphology. 

This technique is great for illustrating 

solid-void relationships and the interplay 

between public and private space in 

urban settings.

One of the best-known examples of a 

figure-ground map is Giambattista 
Nolli’s 1748 “Pianta Grande di 
Roma”, that is a milestone in urban 

cartography. 

During that time, cities were usually 

portrayed with pictorial maps. 

With a focus on artistry rather than 

accuracy, pictorial maps provided a 

detailed bird’s-eye-view of the city that 

would highlight landmark buildings and 

places of interest. As beautiful as they 

were, these maps were of little use for 

wayfinding and urban management.
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Giambattista Nolli’s 1748 “Pianta Grande di Roma”
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